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PREFACE. 


Tue collection of summaries of the documents that have appeared in the 
Peking Gazette during the year 1879 will, it is hoped, sustain the interest 
of the series, though the volume does not, happily, continue the tale of 
misery and suffering that the issue of the previous year had to record. 
This terrible disaster may be said to have run its course, although a long 
period must elapse before the effects of the famine can be obliterated, and 
the years 1877 and 1878 must ever stand prominent in the annals of this 
Empire as a period of unprecedented misfortune. 

The close of the year brings with it the announcement of the 
conclusion of the little rebellion that centred in Annam, and at one time, 
doubtless, was the cause of considerable disquietude to the Chinese 
Government. 

The decree announcing the abolition of the purchase system, a 
measure that has been a source of unmixed evil to the internal administra- 
tion of the Empire, seemed, at the time of its issue, to indicate a genuine 
desire on the part of the Central Government to enter on the path of 
those reforms that have so long been urgently called for. The temporary 
suspension of the execution of this change, however, in several quarters 
justifies a suspicion that it is not likely to be rigidly insisted upon, and is 
merely a concession to the demand of a faction of reformers, whose 
views are occasionally given to the public in the memorials and decrees 
on administrative reform. 

The obituary list contains the name of more than one eminent 
statesman, prominent amongst which stands that of Shén Pao-chéng, late 
Governor-General at Nanking. 

The Grand Canal and Yellow River continue to occupy much 
attention, and the outspoken views of the late Governor-General Shén on 
the value of the former as a commercial highway are well worthy of 
notice. 

With the permission of the compiler, an historical table of the high 
officials, composing the Central and Provincial Governments is added to 
the present volume. It is hoped that this appendix, which has been revised 
to date, will enhance its usefulness as a work of reference. 


S#ancual, 1880. 
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es For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have beén indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :—Court Affaire, Judicial and Revenue-Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still farther 
arranged in appropriate categories, 


I.—COURT AFFAIRS. 
Tue Court anp Imperial Famtny. 
Imperial Equipage Department—Claims on Ch’ang-lu 


Salt Gabelle ............ccccceceesensesceesesenens Jan. 10. 
Visit to Mausolea—Committee of Administration 

during absence of Court ...........cceeee March 28, 
Notification as to change of Dress .......-...........06 4... April 3, ‘ 
Visit to Mausolea—Arrangements for forwarding ; 


FOPOFES .......ccseeceeeeeceeseeeseseeeseessenseeuee April 5. 
Bei-léh applies for leave to go into nee .... April 10. 
Jam for the Emperor ... ee .. April 30. 
Dynastio Sncesesioa—Wa, K'o- tu’ 8 ; Memorial... . May 7, 15, 30, June 16, 17. 






Matrimonial Alliance determined for Bei-léh ...... ... June 2, 
Laxity of soldiers on duty at palace gate, &o............. June 23, July 6. 


Airing of Veritable Record ...............ccccsssesseeeeseees « June 25. 
Wood for T’ai Miao ......... seoseseveesee DUNO 27, 
Patent of Title for Prince of Shun—Error i in July 1, 12, 
Worship of God of Fire and Imperial Ancestors......... July 26. 
Emperor’s Birthday—Worship of — 
Prince of Ch’un, leave to retire ... 









.. Aug. 10, 23. 


Theatricals at Court .. .... Aug. 11, 12, 
Imperial Birthday .................cssssescesseseeeesceeeseeeeeee Aug. 12. 
Silks for Palace— Application for permission to purchase 
material at market rate.................... . Aug. 16, 
Appeal to Emperor--Petitioner seut to Board of 
Punishments ............ccececcessesceeensceeees 


Winter hate—Date of change to.. sa 
Scions of nobility—Dissipated Sondaas. ot. 
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Bride selected for Bei-léh .........ccsceeceeceeseseeeceneeeeeenes Nov. 1. 
Imperial Flocks and Herds—Change of keepers ......... Nov. 13. 
Senior Empress—Birthday of ..............ccceceececeseeesees 
Forbidden City—Privilege of riding in.... 
Imperial Clansmen—Winter allowance...................05 
Officers allowed to ride in ‘‘ Forbidden City ”............ Nov. 29. 
Imperial Reserve—Hunting expedition in .... Dec. 10. 
Veritable Record—Completion of ...............ccessseeeeee Dee. 14, 19. 
Imperial Relics at Moukden—Periodical inspection of. Dec. 15. 
Crockery for Palace ...............cccsseseeeeeees divegesesiaeses Dec. 25. 
MavsoLea, 
Imperial visit—Precautions against oppression ........ Jan. 1. 
Loan of Tls 30,000 from Chibli ...... vevatesnaesetedsaseseced Jan. 7. 
Construction of road—Cost of 2.0.00... ..cceesessecceeeeeeee March 4. 
Officers selected for performance of ceremonies at 
ObseQUiCS ......... cece ceeeeeseecce eee eeeeeeeeees March 14. 
Imperial Obsequies—Cortége leaves Peking, &c. ...... March 17, April 18. 
Do, Programme of procedure, &.............c.sceeees March 30. 
Do. do. Gos. aivderecleades ... April 6. 
Do. Indemnity for destruction of crops ............ April 6. 
Do. Rewards conferred ...............ccccescesseceeeeeeee April 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 23, 
30, May 22. 
Do. Petitions presented ...........c.ceceeceeseeeeeceeeee April 12, 20. 
Mausolea for Empresses—Oompletion of ..............0006 Aug. 10. 
Do. do. Rewards conferred ............ Nov. 18, 19, Dec. 4. 
Mausolea—Financial embarrasements ..............000000 Sept. 24 
Do. Repairs needed »...........cceseccseeeeeeeeesenees Oct. 11, 21, Nov. 12. 
Eastern Mausolea—Special Mission of enquiry Nov. 10 
Do. Abuses exposed .................0004.. Deo, 21 
Do. do, report ..........ceseeseeees ... Dec, 22. 
Western Mausolea—Cleaning of ‘‘ fire roads” Deo. 30. 
Do. do. = drain .......... Vissutewedeaye Deo. 31. 
MANUFACTORIES, 
Silk and Satin fabrics for palace use ... ..........ecceee oe Sept. 20, Oct. 17. 
Raw Silk—Rates allowed for purchase of.................. Oct. 30, 


IIl.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 


AppEAL CasEs, 


Shantung—Disinterment of body and attempted burn- 


BOG. ccc cdseuiecacsenescancesesasssscn sestossasees Jan. 6. 
Do. Official protests against extortion and 
tyranny, SC... ciccceeeceeesceceee eeeweees April 3. 
Do. Terrorism and murder by local bullies...... June 22, 
Do. Yiin Ch’i-yii appeals against reduction of 
PAY cooled Solas bese teadtieate lode ceweeecbene ek Aug. 4. 
Hupeh—Schoolmaster robbed and murdered ............ March 23. 
Do. Man poisoned to spite an enemy .................. Sept. 22. 
Peking—A ppeals to Emperor on journey to Mausolea, April 12. 
Honan—Extortions complained of ...............cccceeeeeeee Oct. 9. 
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Chihli—Extortion, &., Ts’ang Chow .............:.seeeee April 26. 







Do. Wife complains of husband’s murder ............ June 15. 

Do. Extortion in collection of taxes..................... Jane 24, Sept. 4. 

Do. Husband dies under torture ................s0cceeee July 3. 
Hunan—Murder in Yung-hsing Hsien ................00066 May 3. 

Do. Faction fight over grave-yard ........ wees Oct. 2, 14, 
Kiangsu—Robbery and murder ................06 secseseeee . June 3. 


Do. Man beaten to death by gunboat captain ... Aug. 15. 
Do. Burdensome tax complained of by notables... Nov. 1, 16. 
Kweichow—Marder of father ............... ccssosees 
Fahkien—Unlawful execution—Lin case 
Do. Lin Tai-shih—Renewed appeal 
Do. Man’s eyes gouged out 
Jéh-ho—Robbery-and murder .............ccsccssesccseeeeeees 
Yiinnan—Charges against Yang Yii-k’o 







Corre ere etree rer rrreerrrryy 


Szechuen—Tailor murdered by underlings ............... Aug. 3. 
Do. Sub-Perfect complains of false imprison- 
MODE .......eeceeeeeseseesseeceseeneeseeesonseeans Sept. 14, Oct. 1. 


Do. Tung-hsieang outrages — Li Yu-heng’s 
mother protests against the injustice of 





his condemnation .............ccceesesseeeee Nov. 2. 
Presentation of petitions—lIllegal fees for................4 Sept. 17. 
REHEARINGS, 

Hunan—Iron smelter v. his workman ................s000 April 15. 
Chihli—False charge against notables 

Do. Charge of illegal taxation ................cc:ccseeees 5 

Do. Disputed ownership of land ................... sevee Oo. 25. 

Do. Man stabbed in a fight—Partioulare of ......... Dec. 29. 
Jeh-ho—Charge against Tabunang.................ssesceeeee Sept. 14, 
Kiangeu—False charge made by appellant ... ........... Oct. 24. 


Kirin—Man accidentally shot 


Chibli—Murder at Tientsin................. 











Do. Triple murder in Pa-chow 
Do. Brigandage im ...........-sescee cosesceeessceeseeeeeees 
Do. Thirteen persons murdered by maniac ......... Nov. 18. 
Do. Murder by maniao [Note] 
Peking—Rowdies im ..............:..ss000 
Do. Burglaries in .............ccecsessceteeceeceensseeeeee 
Do. Highway men captured 
Do. Criminals executed ........... 
Shantung—Banditti in ...... 2... tee ceeceeeeecee eee e ee 
Kweichow—Murder of concubine .................. 
Do. Forging of Governor’s seal, &. ........... Feb. 23. 
Shansi—Fraud in famine distribution — Magistrate 
executed ...........06 March 3. 
Do. Trading in girls July 26, Aug. 13. 
Do. Brigandage io ...............csssecceeceesseeeereeseeees Oct. 16, Dec. 28, 
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Shénsi— Traffic in women—Penalties, Os seat eeedsiascoe March 26, 
Do. Murder and attempted robbery ...............«. : March 30. 
Do. Murder in Ch’eng-ch’eng Hsien .................. Dec. 17. 

Kiangsi— Highway robbery and murder .................. April 29. 

Szechuen—Murder of Mother-in-law .................0s00006 June 7. 

Do. Murder at Hsing-wén Hsien..................... May 26. 

Kiangsu—Son throttles his father June 9. 

Honan—Murder of father-in-law..........-.....:s.ccsesceveee Sept. 2. 

Hupeh—Kidnapping in An-lu Fu ..............cceeseeseeeee Sept. 5, 17. 


Kwangtung—Maniac murders his mother ............... Oct. 12. 
Shantang—Maniac murders his mother and grand- 


MOGHEL .........seeeeeseseescevceeeceeceeeesorees Nov. 10. 
REBELLION AND SEDITION. 
Annamese and border rebele—Rout of .............0..00008 Feb. 22. 
Anhwei—Suppression of rising in ................:sseeeeeeee March 22, April 11. 
Kaneu— do. DOs.” cedeun sa deesbeceteestensce June 2, 
Annam—Capture of Li Yang-ts’ai ..................ceeseeees Dec. 10. 
Do. Sentence passed Om ...........:sssececeeesessceenees Dec. 19. 
Szechuen—Afiiliated Society—Execution of promoters 
. Dy ling-ch’ih .......cccccsssssccssereseeceeesene Deo. 29. 
GAMBLING. 
Retired official tried on charge of gambling............... July 7. 
Soldier executed for gambling......... . 
Gambling in Kirin .......... sedsVeedsdeavees pasdacsosusaeseee sveee Oct. 27. 
Smuggling in Kiangsu. ...............ce0008+ 
Do. by Revenue Cruiser ............. 
Canton Custome—Return of duties ...... 
Huai-an Customs do. do. 





Peking do. do. do, 
Honan—Lekin, arrangement for prevention of evasion 





OF iderisedececdseden cesses ssecicenseerenes asaasesios Deo. 11, 12. 
LExKIN. 

Abuses in connection with lovy .............ccsccccsrenseenes March 2. 
Riots at and near Ningpo—Punishment of offenders... March 4, 27. 
Lekin on Wella—Fraudulent levy of ...............cceseeeee May 2, 27. 
Lekin Tribute remitted to Chékiang ...... July 25. 
Lekin Stations—Reduction of number .... Sept. 23. 
Riots in Szechwep ...............seesseseveees Nov. 13. 
Drugs, lekin on, Homan .............ccsssssccessesceessscoeeonees Dec. 11. 


REVENUE AND CusToMs. 
Private manufacture of cash—Prohibition against ...... March 4. 





Ch’ang-lu salt—Reduction of licences ................0006+ March 6. 
Ginseng smugglers at Shan-hai Kwan ... dune 18, 
Szechuen salt trade............cccccccccssssssseeseccecserscecesees May 24, June 11, 19, 20, 28, 
Sept. 18, 28, 
Opium smuggling in Kiangsu ...............ccceseeeseeseeeee July 12. 
Salt Trade, Tientsin—Extra charges postponed five 
YOAIE: veissevssicecscsicccessaccacsesscesests vaseaze July 17 
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Sum realized by sale of office in Kiangeu .................. July 24, 
Additional tribute required from Kiukiang Foreign 
Customs oo... ecceeecssceesecceeeesces ee coeees July 25. 
Peking—Report of Superintendent of Live-stock and 
House duty ...... July 28. 
Do. do. Remission of pen- 
alties ............ Aug. 5. 
Canton Customs—Return of Receipts, &. .............. Aug. 8, Dec. 8. 
Féng-yang Customs do. do, saaeeeee assess Sept. 7. 
Sha-hu K’ou do. GO deticdescaenees Sept. 14. 
Kalgan—Deoficit at.................ccccccssssscsssescecssceeseeoes Sept. 16, Oct. 5. 
Customs and Octroi, Peking—Appointments ............ Sept. 11, 28. 
Do. do. Return of duties ......... Oct. 11. 


Land tax—Oollection of in defiance of remission granted Deo. 3. 
Kiukiang Customs, remittance from—A portion lost 











A CFANGILU......ccsscscccseececceeesssesceeseeseeees Dec. 16. 
Canton Customs—Subsidies forwarded by ............... Deo. 27. 
Foochow do. do do. asveatsseesoes’ Deo. 30. 
Huai-an Customs—Return of receipts ............ sseecees Dec. 31. 

JUDICIAL, 
Summonses—Sealing of (Peking).............. shes isdsaceccees Jan. 1. 
Jéhol—Impediments to execution of justice a 
Opening of new Judicial Court ..................66 

Judicial Reform .............ssccesecsssseerresesssesesees eeseeens 
List of condemned criminals ; delay in presentation of 

for reViBION ...........scesseeseessrrees assasenesen Sept. 26. 
Respite of murderer—Mistaken action "of Board of 

Punishments ......cccsecccsssscsscovcoesees sees Oct, 20, 22, 29, Nov. 6, 7, 9, 
Interpretation of the lawe—Decree on Oot. 29, Nov. 15, 
Lists of condemned—Revision of ...........ssosesecseveeees Nov. 12, Deo. 18, 

Grain TRIBUTE, 
Tribute Rice—Charge of short delivery..,............s00+ Feb. 8, 14, Jan. 11, March 8, 
May 3. 

Nan Hain Ts’eang—Condition of rice..................s0000 March 27, 

Do. do. Deticiency discovered................+. March 28, 
Shantung—Return of Grain for 1878 ............ ... March 12, 
Imperial obsequies—Remission of land tax ... March 30 
Chékiang—First instalment leaves Shanghai ............ April 25, 
Peking—Theft in granaries at ................css00 acsadese cis Aug. 6. 

Do. Supervision recommended ................c:ss0008 Aug. 19. 


Hunan—Money commutation, arguments for con- 
tinuation of 
Hupeh— do. do. 





Grain TRANSPORT. 





Restitution of Transport by river .............sese0 sestes March 2, 22, May 9, Sept. 25. 
Kiangeu—tTribute rice, first instalment leaves .- April 3. 
Shantung—Arrival and departure of grain fleet ......... June 25, Sept. 10. 
Yellow River do. do, haa eeeeee July 1. 
Do. do. Crossing of ...........0 abe sastecseeecccevetetes Aug. 12, 23, 25. 
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Grain Fleet—Accident to boats. Protest against 





punishment of officers in charge ............ Nav. 28. 
Grain Tribute—Arrival in Tungchow and rewards to 
Superintendents ...............cccceeseeeeseeeees Dec. 27. 
RIVERS AND CANALS. 
Fan-k’ou embankment—Dispute anent ......... 0.0.0... Jan. 9. 
Do. do. Regulations.................. ... April 6, 20. 
Ch’in River, Honan—Breach repaired ............... ... Feb. 6. 
Do. do. Completion of works Nov. 13. 
Water communication between Szechuen, Kweichow, 
and Yiinnan—Improvement of ............ Feb. 21. 


Yellow River repairs—Charge of embezzlement ......... Feb. 23. 

Grand Canal—Restitution of Grain Transport............ March 2, May 9. 

Szechuen—Faulty construction of embankment ......... March 5, 11. 
Do. Alteration of works abandoned ............... Oct. 8, 28. 











Grand Canal—Dredging of portion of.................0..006 April 3. 
Do. Proposals of Hsi Jung .......,...... .. April 23. 
Do. Condition of in Shantung June 25. 
Do. do. entrance to Yellow River ... July 1, Aug. 27. 
Do. do. South of Ch’ink’iang P’u...... Sept. 30. 
Do. Inspection and repairs ...........ccccce0s 
Do. Dissertation on steam dredgers 
Do. Difficulties of restoration and main- 
tenande oo... .cecccessescscsesessesseeees Sept. 25. 
Ch’ing-yuan Hsien, Kuangtung—Buarsting of embank- 
MONG sia s ceases cc cotevcas ces cébeessctesesestceess July 6. 
Chékiang Sea Wall—Repairs t0 ............c00-cssecccesesees Oct. 3. 
Yellow and Ch’in rivers—Satisfactory condition of 
embankments .............ccseecceceeseeceeeeeees Oct. 31, Nov. 19. 


Yellow River—Proposed scheme for dredging lower 
portion and mouth 
Repairs to .......cceeee vee 
Chihli—Repairs to embankments 
River at Ch’éng-tu Fu — Efficiency of repairs to embank- 
ments, KC. ....eceeesesseseeeeee : 

Hu-t’u River, Chihli—Condition of... 






.. Dec. 7, 24. 
. Dec. ll. 


CoNTRIBUTIONS AND Caiere “Onins CHARITIES. 





300 piculs of rice to charitable institutions, Peking ... Feb. 3. 


Peking—Relief kitchens, Extension of period............ March 25, April 1. 
Kweichow Agency, Honan—Return of receipts 1878- 

NS 79: ceiies cca Ncterdeshitesatissuensesdsvedessisense May 1. 
Honan — Rewards for contributions to relief fund ...... July 17. 
Chinese in California, &c.—Record of contributors to . 

be published in topographies ............... Aug. 3. 
Relief kitchens in Peking, &c.—Grants in aid............ Oct. 12, 30, Nov. 5, 21. 

Do. Tungchow dow eeeeeeeees Nov. 19. 
Private CHARITY. 

Wu Chung-siang, Foochow Arsenal, Ts. 1,400 ......... Jan, 3. 
Governor of Hupeh—Contribution from his mother ... Jau. 4. 


Chihli—Contributions of cattle ...............ceeeeeeeeeee ees Feb. 14. 
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Chinkiang— Taotai at, Reward to ..........cccceceeeee eee Feb. 16. 
Contributors to sufferers by flood, Kwang-tung— 
Reward for veces Feb, 24, 

Shansi—Return of contributions March 31 
Chihli—Rewards to distributors............. getpetedehoebesse March 31. 
Formosa— Lin Wei-yuan, $500,000 ......... 00. eee eeeeee June 1, Aug. 12, 26. ——_ 
Anhui—Contributions in aid of refugees July 4. 

Do. Honorary portals for lady contributors......... July 5. 
Shansi and Honan—Rewards to contributors ............ Oct. 23, 31. 
Donations of land for benefit of Clan 





Shansi—Contributions from Kwangtung .................. Nov. 24. 


III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 
; Civi, APPOINTMENTS, 
A Ch’ang-ah, Vice-President, Mongolian Superinten- 








GENCY s.5.cceeceserisessiccess March 1 
Do. Senior do, - iscsecsccssecceciesececsscssesces July 10. 
A K’o-tung, Inspector, Banner Corps March 11. 
An Haiang, Censor Board of Revenue ..................... March 11. 
An Hsing-ah, Comptroller, Inner Housshold:. ad ieavedee Jan. 19. 
Chang Chih-tung, Tutor, Imperial Academy ............ March 23. 
Do. ~ Groom of the Library .... .. Oct. 24, 
Chang Haien, Judge of Kuangtung......... ... Sept. 3. 
Chang Kuan-chun, Supervising Censor............./....08 July 16. 
Chang Shu-shéng, Governor of Kweichow ......... ..... Feb. 15. 
Do. Governor of Kwangsi ................6 May 3. 
Do. Governor-General of Two Kuang ... Dec, 27. 
Chang Méng-yuan, Taotai, Taiwan..................:00c000 Sept. 10. 
Chang Yun-ch’ing, Vice-President Board of Works ... June 7. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Chékiang ... .. Sept. 16, 
Ch’ang Hsii, Vice-President Board of Punishments ... March 1. 
Ch’ang K’éng, Financial Commissioner, Honan ......... Feb. 10. 
Chao Haiang, Deputy-Commissioner of Customs Peking Sept. 29. 
Ch’én Yén-hsi, Literary Chancellor, Kansu............... Sept. 16. 
Ch’éng Fan-hou, Literary Chancellor, Szechugn ......... Sept. 16. 
Ch’éng Shih-chieh, Judge, Fuhkion .................ccccee Sept. 5. 
Ch’éng Fu, Financial Commissioner, Kwangtung ...... Feb. 10. 
Ch’éng Liu, Vice-President Board of Civil Office ...... Jan. 19. 
Do. Senior, don sea July 10. 
Do. Superintendent of Customs and Octroi ... Sept. 11. 
Chi Ho, Governor of Uliasut?ai 2.0.0.0... cece eeee eee Dee. 13. 
Chi Ko, Superintendent of Granaries....................6006 March 1. 
Ch’i Hsiu, Vice-President Board of Punishments ...... July 19. 


Ch’i Shih-ch’ang, Vice-President Board of Ceremonies. Feb. 17. 
Ch’ien Pao-lien, Vice-President Board of Punishments. Oct. 14. 


Chih Ho, Vice-President Board of Civil Office............ Sept. 29. 

Do. Comptroller of Imperial Household ............ Sept. 29. 
Ch’in Shu-ch’un, Literary Chancellor, Kwangsi ......... Sept. 16. 
Ching Hsiu, Reader, Grand Secretariat..................... March 31. 
Ching Lien, Director, State Historiographer’s Office ... Feb. 19. 
Ch’ing Lin, Supervisor of Instruction ......... 0.00.00... Sept. 8. 
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Ch’ing Yu, Financial Commissioner, Fubkien ............ May 2. 








Do. Governor of Kwangai ................:.cceeeeeee Dec. 27. 
Chow Héng-ch’i, Governor of Shantung .. May 1. 
Chow Ho, Censor, Board of War ..............6-.000008 :... March 10, 
Chow Jui-ch’ing, Director, Imp. Banqueting Court ... Dec. 3. 
Chu Chih, Vice-President Board of War ................. 

Ch’uan Ch’ing, President Board of Works .. saa 

Ch’un P’u, Groom of the Library .............cccccceeeeeees 

Ch’ung Ch’i, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ...... Jan, 19. 
Ch’ang Lien, Commissioner Office of Transmiasion...... March 30. 
Ch’ung How, President of the Censorate .................. Jan. 19. © 
Ch’ung Li, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Seoretariat............ Aug. 21. 

Do. Minister, Tsung-li Yamén .................00 Nov. 6. 
Ch’dng Pao, Financial Commissioner, Shantung......... Oct. 15. 
Fang Ta-shih to act as Taotai at Ichang ................6 July 21. 
Féng Erh-ch’ang, Literary Chancellor, Kwangtung ... Sept. 16. 
Féng Yii-ch’i, Governor of Sh6u8i .............ccseeeeseeeees Oct. 14, 
Féng Erh-ch’ang, Censor, Board of Revenue ............ March 11, 
Fa Ch’ing-yi, Financial Commissioner, Anhwei ......... Feb. 16. 
Fu K’un, Deputy Supervisor of Instruction............... March 25, 








Ho Chin-chow, Prefect of Yangchow................sssees0 Oct. 26. 
Ho Shou-t’zit, Vice-President, Censorate ............0.060 July 25. 
Do. Dismissed .............cscccssscceseeseeceesesces July 27. 
‘Hu T’a-li, Director, Grand Court of Revision ............ April 26. 
Huai Té-pu, Deputy-Commissioner, Office of Transmis- : 
BION ise ee eee coeeecee ce seseeueeseeeeeeserseeseenes May 31. 
Hai Chén, Vice-President, Board of Works ..... .... March 1, 
Do. Do. Board of Punishments ...... Dec. 15. 
Heia Chiu-kao, Director, Court of Sacrificial Worship. June 28, 
Do. do. Imperial Clan Court............ Oct. 28, 
Heia T’ung-shan, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office. April 2. 
Haieh Yiin-shéng, Judge of Shansi..................cscceeeee May 1. 
Do. Vice-President, Board of Punish- 
MNCS vo.seecsccerssceeeeeseeseenen ens Oct, 14. 
Haing Lien, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ......... March 18, 
Do. Vice-President, Board of Works ............ Dec, 15. 
Hsii Chih-hsiang, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office Feb. 14. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Shuu-t’ien Fu... June 19, 
Heii Kéng-shén, Director, Court of Revision ........... May 26. 
Hei T’ung, Chief Examiner, Metropolitan Examination Sept. 21. 
Haiti Yung-yi, Director, Court of Revision ............... June 18, 
Hung Hau, Taotai at Kiukiang ............... ccc eeeeeeeee Sept. 9. 
Hwang Cho, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ...... April 2. 
Hwang T’i-fang, Reader, Hau-lin ................:ssseceeees May 27. 
Hwang Yii-t’ang, Literary Chancellor, Shangi............ Sept. 16. 
Jén Tao-jung, Financial Commissioner, Chibli ......... May 1. 
Kuei Ch’éng, Taotai at Jehho ..............sscccessseseseeseee Nov. 4. 
Kuei Ch’iian, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies ... July 10. 
Kuei Jun, Vice-President, Board of War.................. July 10. 
K’ung Kang, Vice-President, Board of Revenue......... July 10. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Fuhkien............... Sept. 16. 
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Kwang Shun, Comptroller, Imperial Household......... Sept. 29. 
Kwang Ying, Superintendent of Customs, Huai-an ... April 16. 
Li Chao-t’ang, Director, Foochow Arsenal ............... Oct. 22. 
Li Chao-yi, Salt Comptroller, Shantang .... May 31. 
Li Jui-fén, Comeor ...............sssceeceeeesceeceeseseeeeeesseeee April 5. 
Li Hung-mo, Secretary, Office of Transmission ......... March 23. 
Do. Reader, Grand Secretariat. Sept. 24. 
Li Ming-ch’ih, Governor of Fuhkien .......... Feb. 15. 
Do. do. Hunan............. June 19. 
Li P’ei-ching, Judge of Szechuen ............. May I3. 
Li Shén, Taotai, Shénsi..................c0eceseeeeere ... March 3. 
Liang Chao-buang, Governor of Shun-t’ien ............... July 11. 
Do. Financial Commissioner, Fuhkien... Dec. 27. 
Liao Shou-héng, Literary Chancellor, Honan ............ Feb. 10. 
Do. Reader, Han-lin ................ccseeeeeees March 10, 
Lien Yuan, Expositor, Han-lin ..................cseseeceeee April 5. 
Lin Shu, Vice-President Board of Revenue .... .. July 10. 
Do. Minister Tsung-li Yamén......................0006 Nov. 6. 
Lin Shu-hsiin, Salt Commissioner, Shantung ............ Deo, 28. 
Lin Kuo-chu, Literary Chancellor, Kueichow............ Sept. 16. 
Ling Chieh, Jude Commissioner, Shantung............... Feb. 16. 
Ling Kuei, Supt. of Customs and Octroi, Peking ...... Sept. 11. 
Ling Shéng-teao, Taotai, Chibli ........................ceeees Dec. 3. 
Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General at Nanking....... .. Dec. 27. 








Lo Fang-ch’i, Governor of Fuhkien................ .. June 19, 
Lu Fa-lin, Taotai, Ch’ao-chow Fu ...... .........cccccceseee Sept. 4. 
Lu Jen-k’ai, Grain Commissioner, Shantung ............ Feb. 11. 
Lu Shihb-chieh, Financial Commissioner, Nanking ...... Sept. 5. 
Lu Yin, Literary Chancellor, Yiinnan ..................... Sept. 16. 
Ngén Fu, Vice-President, Board of Revenue, Shéngking Dec. 31. 
Ngén Lin, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat............ April 4. 
Ngén Lang, Prefect of Shao-hsing ...................:000000 March 12, 
Ngén Ying, Director, Court of Sacrificial Worship...... May 19. 
Niu Yii-kéng, Expositor Hanlin ...................00cccc00000 May 27. 
Pan Kung-hsii, Literary Chancellor, Shensi............... July 29. 
P’an Ssi-lien, Literary Chancellor, Féng-t’ien............ Sept. 16. 
P’an Tau-yin, Vice-President Court of Censors ......... Feb. 17. 
Do. President, Board of Works.................. April 2. 
Do. do. do. Punishments ......... June 18. 
Pao Shu, Reader, Han-lin..................ccccccccssesceeesecee March 10. 
P’éng Ming-shih, Intendant of Circuit, Szechuen ...... March 12. 
Pien Pao-ch’tian, Judge of Shéngi ............0....c eee May 1. 
8é Léng-ngo, Resident in Thibet.....................c0eceeees Dec. 13. 
Shao Héng-yii, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies... June 19. 
Shén Pao-ching, Judicial Commissioner, Kiangsi ...... Feb. 11. . 
Shih Tséng, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ......... March 22. 
Sun Chia-ku, Financial Commissioner, Shantung ...... May 1. 
Sun Chia-nai, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ...... March 30. 
San Ch’iao-tsé, Judge of Hunan o.oo... ee cee eee June 20. 
8u P’ei-hsiin, Prefect of Lienchow Fu ..................... Sept. 5. 
Sun Yi-ching, Vice-President Board of Works ......... Jan. 6. 
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Sun Yi-yén, Director Court of Imperial Household ... Sept. 4. 





Sun Yii-wén, Supervisor of Instruction..................... April 7. 
Do. Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ...... Sept. 28. 
Sung Chuang, Financial Commissioner, Fuhkien ...... May 1. 
Sung Chiin, Judicial Commissioner, K wanggi ............ Feb. 10. 
Sung Fan, Tea and Salt [ntendant, Szechnan .......... 
Sung Lin, Governor, of Féng-ien ................eseeeseeeee 
Sung Sén, Vice-President Board of Ceremonies ......... July 10. 
Ta Shih, Taotai, Hupeb................cccceeseeseeseeseeceenee Oct. 31. 
T’an Chiiu-p’ei, Judicial Commissioner, Shantung ...... Feb, 15. 
Do. do. Hunan ......... Feb. 16. 
Do. Financial Commissioner, Kianggu ...... June 20. 
T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Chékiang ..................... Oct. 14. 
T’ao Fang-ch’i, Literary Chancellor, Hunan ............ Sept. 16. 
Té Ch’ing, Financial Commissioner, Chékiang............ Sept. 16. 
T’ieh Ch’i, Vice-President Mongolian Superintendency. July 10. 
Tsai Hung-tz’t, Literary Chancellor, Shantung ......... Sept. 16. 


Tsang Chi-ch’én, Literary Chancellor, ae 
Ts’ao Ping-ché, Taotai of Lan-chow ........ 
Te’én Yii-ying, Governor of Kweichow 






Tséng Show, Financial Commissioner of Chékiang...... May 1. 
Ts’ui Chih-tao, Prefect, Ya-chow Fu................ccceeees March 13. 
T’ung Hwa, President Court of Cengors..................0 April 2. 
Wang Hua-t’ang, Salt Commissioner, Chehkiang ...... Feb. 17. 
Wang Hung-lien, Literary Chancellor, Kianggi ......... Sept. 16. 
Wang Wén-shao, Member of Grand Council ............ Jan, 21. 
Do. Vice-President Board of Revenue ... Feb. 17. 
Wang Yii-ts’ao, Grain Intendant, Soochow, &c.......... Nov. 6. 
Wei Ch’ing, Assistant Resident, Thibet .......... Dee. 13. 





Wen Ch’éng, Vice-President Board of Works 
Weén Haing, Reader, Grand Secretariat.................... July 24. 
Wén. Hui, Director Court of Imperial Entertainment. April 29. 
‘Wén Ko, Imperial Agent, Kurun (cancelled 9th July) June 1. 
Wén Kwei, Superintendent Imperial Manufactory, 





Hangchow...........csssseeseesceeeeeseseseseeeaes March 12. 
Wén Pao, Censor Board of Works ........... sesevees April 5. 
Wén P’ei, Intendant Yung-ting River .................06. May 31. 
Wen Yi, President Board of Punishments ............... Jan. 19. 
Weng T’ung-ho, President Board of Punishments ...... Feb. 17. 

Do. do. Works ............ June 18 

Wu La-pu, Reader, Han-lin......... ieee ceeeee eee April 5. 
Wu-la-hsi-ch’ung-ah, Vice-President Board of Civil 

Office ...........eceeeee eee sivedduoasadeoteeseaceaeess Sept. 29. 
Wu Yii-lan, Taotai at Tientsin ...................ccceeeee ee Nov. 10. 
Yang Ch’ang-chiin, Financial Commissioner, Kansu ... Oct. 15. 
Yao T’ien, Supt. of Customs at Shanhai Kwaa ......... Dee. 31. 


Ying Hsii, Deputy-Supervisor of Instruction ............ March 25. 
Ying Yao-chung, Vice-President Board of Ceremonies Feb, 14. 


Yii Kw’an, Governor of Kwangtung ..................c0000 Feb. 15, 
Yii Shan, Judge of Honan ..............cseeeseeeeeeseeeeee eee Sept. 16. 
Yii Shang-hua, Censor, Board of Revenue ............... March 11. 


Google 


xi 


Yin Tsu-yi, Grain Taotai, Chékiang...................0.. Nov. 21. 

Yung Hwui, Reader, Grand Secretariat .................. March 25. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS, 

Chi Ho, Governor of Uliasntai..............cceeeeeeeceeees Dec. 31. 

Ch’i Yuan, Governor of Shéngking.......................0008 Dee. 30. 

Chih Ho, Deputy Lieutenant-General ..................... Aug. 22, 


Ch’ing Féng, Governor of Ch’ahar oe 
Do. Tartar General at Ching-chow............... Deo. 30. 

Ch’ung Ch’i, Governor of Jéh-hob ............:0:sseceeceeeee 

Ch’ung Fu, second in command, Jéh-hob.................. 

Féng Shén, Tartar General at Sui-yuan..................... 

Hsi Chén, Deputy Lieutenant-General ..................... 

Hei Yuan, Governor of Heh-lung-kiang......... .........6 

Hsiang Héng, Governor of Ch’ahar ..................sc0e0e 

Huang Wvu-hsien, Lin-yuan Brigade, Yiiunan..... 

Jui Lien, Tartar General at Hangchow ..................00 

Kung T’ang, Governar of Urumtzsi.................... aoe 

Kuo Sung-lin, Commander-in-chief, Hupeh ............... 

Kwang Shou, Inepector of Forces ............sccsseeeeceeeee 

Li Ch’ang-lo, Commander-in-chief, Hunan ............... 

Li Yang-shéng, Brigadier-General, Namoa ............... 

Lin Shu, Senior Police Provost, Peking..................06 

Ming Av, General-in-chief, Kirin ...............0. 0. cseeeee 

Mu Lung-ah, Deputy Lieutenant-General ............... 

Mu T’u-shan, Tartar General, Foochow .................. 

Sa Léng-ah, Commandant of Forces, Urumtsi............ 

To Lun-pu, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Foochow...... March 20. 

T’o-k’o-t’uan, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Ch’eng-tu... Dec. 13. 

Tsai Kwo-siang, Brigadier, Téngchow .................... Jan. 13. 

Tun-chu-to-pu-chieh, Commandant, Ulterior, Thibet... Aug. 20. 

Tung Sé-léng, Assistant Resident, Thibet ............... March 20. 

Wei Ch’ing, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Szechuen ... March 21. 

Wén Chéng, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Hanchiin 








Banner Corps .......cc..cccceecceseeeeeeceeeee oe March 21. 
Wéu Heii, Deputy Lieutenant-General ..................... Aug. 22. 
Wén Yi, President Board of Punishments ............... Jan. 19. 
Wu Ch’i-hsien, Brigadier, Hai-tan, Foochow ............ Jan, 13. 
Yi Jung, Imperial Agent, Kurun .............c0ccccceceeeee July 10. 
Yi-k’o-t’ang-ab, Deputy Lieutenant-General ............ Aug. 22. 

Drcrasrs. * 

Ch’éng Lin, Minister, Tsung-li Yamén, &., &c. ...... Sept. 29. 
Chin Kuo-ch’én, Judge of Kwangtung .................00. Sept. 14, 
Han Chao, formerly acting Governor of Kweichow ... March 12. 
Haia Hsien-lun, Taotai of T’aiwan ..................cceeceees Sept. 10, 28, =—— 


Heit Ssii-shu, late Financial Commissioner, Shantung... Nov. 11. 
Hwo Ch’ang-ling, formerly Governor-General, Yijauan 


and Kweichow...............ccscssseessececeeeeee Jan, 27. 
K’o-sing-ab, late Lieutenant-General Banner Corps ... Dec. 28. 
Kwang K’é, Brother of Senior Empress..................... Dec. 29. 
Kwei Ch’ing, Superintendent of Granaries ............... March 1. 
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Lien Ch’ang, acting J°itu, Szechuen............ -o. Aug. 14. 
Li Hui-wu, Commander-in-chief, Kansu ......... .... Aug. 27. 
Liu Tien, Assistant Administrator, Kansu ... ........... Feb. 4, 26. 
Shan Mao-ch’ien, retired Grand Secretary ............... Sept. 26, Oct. 16. 
Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General of Two Kiang ...... Dec. 26. 
Tséng Show, Financial Commissioner, Chékiang......... Oct. 6. 
Wen Hui, Taotai at Kiukiang....................cceecce serene Feb. 12. 
Wén Yung, Political Agent at Kuché ..................... July 20. 
Wu Shih-chung, Captain of ‘‘ Yang Wu” ............... Aug. 31. 
Yang Ch’ing-lin, ex-Financial Commissioner, Kwang- 

3 LT Seen ere r Perr er rrerTerrreereererrerreerceeren 
Ying Kwei, retired Grand Secretary ....................-005 
Ying Kw’ei, Imperial Agent, Kurun ......................+ 


Posiic SERVIicE—OFFICIALS. 


Chang Chao-tung, Refuses appointment given to his son Jan. 29. 









Do. Goes into mourning ..................... March 7. 
Chang P’éng-yi, Retires...................:::scc0. coseseeeeeeees Oct. 29. 
Chang Shu-shéng, Governor of Kweichow, has audience 
OE NORVE i.e ossccsciseccerecicce disse codes etearsiene March 7. 
Chén Tsé-fu, General, Téngchow, retires .............. ... Nov. 8 
Ch’én Shih-chieh, goes to Foochow ...............ccsse000 . Aug. 26. 
Ch’ing Ch’un, Tartar General, Foochow, retires 
Ch'iug Lin, Released from servitude .................. 7 
Ch’un P’u to be Groom of Library ..................sscceeee 
Ch’iian Fu, Deputy Lieut.-General, Foochow, retires... March 19. 
Ch’ung Ch’i, Assistant Governor, Kirin..................... Jan, 5. 
Do. Censor recommends that he should be 
kept in Peking.................. cece eeeeeee July 16, 26. 
Fu Kwan-hai, Salt Comptroller, Shantung, retires...... May 29. 
Haia Heien-lun, Rewards conferred ...................0006+ Sept. 5. 
Hai Chén, Resident at Thibet, retires ............... ... March 19, 
Heit Chih-ming—Posthumous attack upon ......... ... Nov. 20. 
Hu Chung-ho—Riding cape returned.................. ... July 25, 
Hu Kwang-jung—Uonors bestowed ............... .. July 15. 
Hou T’o-li, retires. ............. sce ceeeceeeeceeceeteessecceseeeneces Nov. 28, Dec. 8. 
Hu Yii-yiiu, Grain Taotai, Chékiang, goes into mourn- 
WD Q oss obcecsvivacncedede essai’ Oseigeusseadedveesedee Dec. 9. 
Hwang Shao-ch’un, 7’itu, Ningpo, congé i 
Do. do. RROGIICS, 20k. ccescdecsssiveawedeces tasve0ss 





Hwui Ch’iian, Vice-President, Mongolian Superinten- 
dency, retires 
Jang Lu—Penalties awarded .... 





Do. Congéd granted ........... ce cceceseeeeeceeceeneneee 
Kwo Sung-tao—A pplication for congé ...................., April 24. 
Do. Retires............c00eeeeee abies seseusssacees Aug. 27, Sept. 7. 


Kwo Ying, Financial Commissioner, Kiangsi, retires... Feb. 11. 
Li Chéng-mou, Admiral of the Yangtsze, mourning 


OXPITe” oo... eee ceecec cee teesee cee seeeeeeeteee Jan. 13. 
Li Hung-chang—Arrives in Peking, &. .................. March 27. 
Do. Has audience ............ce eee eecceeeeeeee March 28, 29. 
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Li P’el-ching—Punished for unwarranted suggestions... Jan. 27. 


















Do. Degraded and removed ................0000 Feb. 15. 
Do. do. GOs: sacscatesidevesecayts March 9. 
Do. Departure from province .................. Maroh 14, 
Lin Chao-yuan, Acting Governor of Kweichow ......... March 15. 
Lin Wel-yuan—Reward bestowed upon .................. Aug. 12, 26. 
Liu Ohin-t’ang—Imperial gifts bestowed .................. April 9. 
Liu Hasi-hung—Returns to Peking ..................cseceeuee Feb. 26. 
Liu K’an-yi—Punished for improper recommendation, March 7. 
Do. do. do. seeeee March 22, 
Do. Two months’ congéd ..............cceeeeeeeeeee Dec. 13. 
Liu Shéng-ts’ao—Applied for by Li Hung-chang... ..... Oct. 20. 
Lo Ta-ob’un dismissed... 0.0.0... ceececeeseeeeesseeeeeeeeee eee 
Mao Lin—Released from servitude...... 
Mei Ch’i-chao, Summoned to Peking 
Méng Chi-hsiin, to be Secretary to Grand Council ...... July 16. 
Ngén Ch’éng deprived of his rank ............0..0. cc eeeeeees July 29, Aug. 10. 
Pao Chiin—Reduction of duties ...............22..:.000e. Dam, 19, 
Pao Yiin—Penalty for carelessness.................eceeseeeee July 1. 
Sang Ch’un-jung, President Board of Punishment, re- 
QHEOR cs icscacecesteasscesisvatersicescasoeee feaces Feb. 16, March 9. 
Shao Hsien, Financial Commissioner, Anhwei, takes 
Office ............. eas dacadadestnieNiieeteiefetisaies 
Shén Kuei-fén—Penalty for carelessness ..... ..... 
Shén Pao-chéng, allowed to ride in Palace ........ 
Do. Two months’ congé ...............6 
T’an Chung-lin—Refused permission to retire ais 
Do. Visits Peking ............ cece cece eee 
Té Chun, Vice-Presideut Board of Works, retires ...... Feb. 14. 
Ting Jih-ch’ang—Honors conferred .........c.:seeeeeeee Sept. 4. 
Ting Pao-chéng—Penalties inflicted om ...............s006 March 11. 
Do. Report on charges ..............056 seeeee March 21. 
Do. Diemissal and reinstatement Aug. 10. 
T’ung Hwa deprived of his rank........... wc. ... July 29, Aug. 10. 
Tani Ching retires ............scssssscsseesssccsee encceeee eevee Feb. 14. 
Te’ai Keng-liang, recommended as prefect of K’ai-feng 
BQ? sees tas ssaaessecssesdeseevccacustocsaecescasvesececs 
Tw’én Yii-ying—Pays respects at Court.................006 
Do. Had audience ................ccceeceeee wee 
Do. Leaves for Kweichow ..............csceee 
Do. Arrives at Oe eisiieiieaceriseacess 
Taéng Kwo-ch’iian, granted sick leave .............. 
Do. Expiration of do. .............. 
‘Wang Ting-an, ordered to Peking .................... 
Wén Chung-han, Taotai Wenchow, takes office 
Wn Ko, starts for Peking .........cccsssccssssesessesceneetes 
Wén Pin, Director-General of Grain Transport, ordered 
to Peking ....... ceccacsdtusncegessscseedemsoadiss Oct. 7. 
Weng Tséng-kwei—Record of services and denial of 
undue favour towards ............sesseeneeee Feb. 2. 
Wu Tsan-ch’éng, granted a month’s congé ............... March 25, 
Do, > F@bHKOW oes essceseeeseeeeeeee videnccsdbuaioe Oct. 22, 
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Yang Ch’ang-chiin—Arrives at Lan-chow Fu ............ Feb. 24. 
Yang Ch’ing-lin, Financial Commissioner, K wangtung, 
goes into mourning..................csseeeeeeeee March 1. 
Yang Chung-ya, Governor, Kwangsi, recalled............ May 3, Aug. 29. 
Yeng Yii-k’o, three months’ leave ................c0008 wees Feb. 27, May 9. 
Do. Denunciation ...............cssessseesensseeevees July 29, Aug. 12, 28, Sept. 8, 
Oct. 2, 18. 
Yén Ching-ming—Conclusion of mission and leave ... Aug. 2. ‘ 
Yén Hain-fang retires ...............ccccsececseesceeesseseesees Oct. 29. 
Yi Jung, agent at Urga, leaves for his post............... Sept. 2. 
Yi Kwang, Bei-léh, goes into mourning .................. March 22.. “ 
Ying P’u, Grain Intendant, Kiangsu,. removed from 
OMIOO: ois sesceievsslecnes crecete. (acess iesvedisaven Nov. 5. 
Yu Kw’an, Governor of Fohkien, released from duty ; 
fn Honan’: 2..ccssciccsncveccsesciesnacdseotesaaecaes March 27, 
Yu Lu, Governor of Auhui, had audience ............... July 16, 
Yung Lu, Diminution of duties ..........cc ee ccceeseeeee Jan. 19, 
Precipitate execution of robbers by District Magistrate Jan. 4, 
Colonel cashiered for opening gambling-house............ Jan. 5, 
Acting-Colonel tries to oust his chief... 
Wu-ch’ang Fu, Prefect, denounced ...............ccescecee . 
Chang P’si-lun, charge of favouritism dismissed......... Jan. 10, Feb. 2, April 6. 
Tribute rice, charge of short delivery ........... . Jan. 11, 
Unauthorised establishment of office for sale of rank, 
Kiwek-chow ........ccsseccssssscssseeseecessesees Jan. 17, 





Ho Shou-tz’t and the Peking Book-seller March 4 20, 26, 28, April 1, 
‘g 7,1 24, May 20, June 
14, Taly 27, Aug. 12, 
Pay Office—Harpiers outside ............cccccscascccseeceeees Jan, 19. 
Officer cashiered for disgraceful conduct .................. Jan, 2%, 
Fraudulent sale of official letter of recommendation ... Jan. 21, 
Magistrate Chang-hua district, Formosa, cashiered for 





WOCKING ......ccssseemsesececeeceesersevecesee ces Jan. 25, Feb, 22, 

Magistrates absconds with accounts unsettled . Jan, 29. 
Frauds in grain department...............ccccecsssseseee . Feb, 4, 8, 14, March 8: 
Penalties for stealing grain, Honan .................00.. 0. March 8. 
Presente to officials, plan for stopping practice ......... March 19. 
Grain Agent, Shansi, fraud by .............. Sesecceveasaess March 21, 
Yellow River Repairs, charge of embezzlement ......... March 23, 
Shansi—Extortion by Magistrate ................ccccceeceee March I. 
Destruction by fire of Imperial gifts—Penalties solicited March 3. 

Do. do. do. inflicted March 9; 

Do. do. do. do. April 1. 
Shénsi—Officers cashiered for incapacity, &c............. March 6. 
Shansi—Frauds in purchase of grain..................00000 March 11. 


Kwangtung—Military Officer punished for gambling... March 30." 
Heh Lung-kiang—Panishment of absconding officer 

ANd OGHETS..........ccceeccesesceeseceeeserececeeues March 31. 
Governor of Kirin—Charges against ... April 7, 28. 
Governor of Shantung, &c.—Charges against April 24, 30. 
Taotai charged with owning land in his jurisdiction ... May 4. 
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Magistrate tried for defalcation ...........10:..-sseeeee 
Office of Gendarmerie—A buses in 
Penalty for omission of threefold elevation ... . 
Shantung—Defaloations of seven officials .................. 
Magistrate dismissed for unseemly conduct ............... 
Lo-yuan Hsien, Fuhkien, trial of Magistrate ........... 
Frauds in issue relief, &.—Homan..................:ssceeeeee 
Magistrate sentenced to death for connivance at 
MUTE ......sesccsecseesccceeeeracessceeeseenee ses June 15, 30. 

Officer of the guards banished for perjury, &c. ......... June 19. 

Extortion in collection of taxes, Chihli..................... June 24, 
Szechuan—Extortion by soldiors..............cccsesceeveveee July 16. 

Ngén-ch’éog and T’ung Hwa, extortion, &., in Shansi. July 18, 29, 30, Aug. 10. 
Opium smuggling by officers of Revenue cruiser......... July 23. 











TOTHOS......eeeecceseeeseesessssttttersssteseseseeees DULY 25, 
Officers of Royal Household defalcations .................. July 27. 
Keeper of Royal Household denounced, &c......... ...... Aug. 9, 11, 24, 30, Sept. 9, 
23, 26. 
Salt Taotai, Szechuen, dismissed ..... iiss dupeuteee'iaeaondes Aug. 16. ° 
Police Magistrate, Peking, diamissed....................5.+ Aug. 19, 
Magistrate, Shansi, dismissed for extortion, &c.......... Aug. 23. 
Supplementary Provincial Courts, abuses in ............ Sept. 13, 29. 
Gambling establishments opened by officials ............ Sept. 13. 
Commander-in-chief, Hunan—Complaints against ...... Oct. 3. 


Blind Lieutenant dismissed for begging near Ohinkiang Oct, 16. 
Officers travelling at Government expense, extortion 

by servants Of 0.0.0... escesssceesesces serene Oct. 20. 
Magistrates in default—Confiscation of property ...... Oct. 23. 
Szechuen—Sub-prefect and Jail Warden dismissed ... Nov. 1. 
Kiangeu—Grain Intendant dismissed for giving thea- 

trical entertainments and opening shops.. Nov. 5, 23, Dec. 27. 
Szechuen—Major dismissed for stealing Military stores Nov. 12. 
Anhui—Captain dismissed for issuing short pay to 





CLOOPB.....,scccecseeeeeersescescesceeseeseeseeneenes Nov. 14. 
Copper from Yiionan—Complaint of Wei-yuan in 

OSI GOOF oi. ci ccscccssassseawesacescsaueoonscicees Nov. 17, Dec. 1. 
Colonel dismissed for immorality ... .. Nov. 20. 
Chékiang—A bsconding Salt Examiner ..... ..... we. Dec. 1. 
Chihli—Officials in, engaged in trade, &. ....... ... Dee. 3. 


Official apfointments—Protest against nepotism......... Jan. 5. 
Special Commissioners to Amur—Travelling expenses 





charged to Government .....................066 Jan. 6. 
Sale of Office—Abolition Of ................ccssecceseeseesecees Jan, 8, Feb. 11, March 2, 21, 
: May 17. 

Do. Appeal from Kwei-chow ................0 March 15, Apr. 7. 

Do. Report from Hunan April 15. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 
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Sale of Office—Report from Kuangtung.................06. July 14. 
Do. Censor points out evil of choice of 
PLOVINCO 55 cisescadeiceesesscenensdieoceees .. July 16. 
Do. Proposed resumption in Shangi............ Aug. 7. 
Do. Presentation of accounts, extension of 
PCQLOG 32. sscciciiesisiaetveesiaccsersesee’s Sas 
Administration—Pao T’ing on abuses in ..... 
Do. Extravagance—Decree on 
Do. Suggestions from minor official ...... April }. 
Do. Abuses in civil and military services July 7. 
Do. Clearing up of outstanding cases...... July 29. 
Do. Administrative reform--Chang Chih- 
tung upon, and decree ...... ..... Sept. 3, 12. 
Do. Recommendation of individuals and 
Leki reform ........scccssseceeseeoeees Sept. 23, 
Postal Service—Secretary objects to climate............... June 10. 
Censors—Restriction of subjects of remark, &o.......... Aug. 4, 8, 18, 21. 
Grand Council—Rank restored to members.....,......... Feb. 14. 
Distilling in Honan—Resumption of ................ ee eesues Feb. 16. 
Suicide of Wu K’o-tu oo... eee seeeee devcessaivexssseceies May, 7, 15, 30, June 16. 
Kansu—Biography of meritorious officers.................. June 5. 
Nominations to Censorships................cscccsesseeceseeeees July 1. 
Kwangsi—Appointment to presidential post isaGeaaeiees July 5. 
Kwang-tung—Promotion granted to meritorious mili- 
tary Officials...........cccccscsessscesaseeeeees July 16. | 
Honan—Promotion granted to meritorlous District 
Magistrate 






Do. Suicide of Wei Yuan .......cccsccccccccscccseeeaeeee 
Enforced assistance in entertaining officials travelling 
OD AUbY........ececcecseeee: voeessseseeeeseeeseceees July 9. 
Governor of Peking, an addition to his pay recom- 
mended .. seecsesccncccecsccccsccccscessccceess OULY 2h, 
Ch’ahar Tribe—Officials ‘dismniseed... addsdessbaactawsascvvietase July 24, 


Hunan—Noew camp. Governor and Governor-General 

should receive punishment as well as 

General-in-chief ..............csssseeeeee ebcesees Jaly 27. 
Red Book—Issue of Autumn copy...... ....... 
Kiukiang—Memorial from Taotai [Note] 
High officials travelling on duty. Local authorities 

forbidden to entertain them beyond their 

jurisdiction .............cccccscesssseceseseeseeee - Oct. 20, 31. 
Supplementary provincial Courts, suggested abolition. Sept. 13, 29. 
Official applied for by Li Hung-chang ..................56. Oot 20. 





Suicide of Wei Yuan in charge of satins .................. Nov, 14, 
Taotai applies to retire and wait on his mother ......... Nov. 19. 
Application for official—Dispute between Li Hung- 

chang and Board...........sccsccssesseceeeeeeee . Nov. 29. 
Veritable Record—Fuel allowance to officers engaged 

in compilation of............ easheevavvescesenins Dee. 5. 


Place of naturalisation—Application by official for 
leave to CHADge ois.ccssessestteceseseesseseeees DOC, 14, 
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Expectant Officials—Deoree on discrimination in re- 
Commendation Of............ccceeecesseeeee scenes Dee. 20. 
Officials copnected by marriage ; transfer of junior ... Dec. 28. 
Droveut, FLoop, anp FAMINE. 
Shénsi—Return of sums expended in relief ..... Jan, 3. 
Honan— Work for refugees ..............0...008 0 seeeeee Fob, 17. 


a rvecceees 








Do. Horses purchased for plonghing ... seoseee Daly 14, 
Do. Precautions against locusts ...........ccscccsseees July 16. 
Shansi—Diversion of relief fands to ...............seeeeeeee Feb. 17. 
Do. Purchase of seed GOrn..........cscccceccesssesseseeees Feb. 21. 
Do. Fraudulent conduct of grain agent............... Feb. 21. 
Do. Magistrate executed for fraud .............ss60000 March 3. 
Do. Purchase of seed corn, proposal for March 11. 
Do. Frauds by officials agent ..............6006. .... March 11, 
Do. Officer denounced for dilatoriness ............... March 16, 


Do. Escort of grain, rewards to military officers . March 18. 








Do. Contributions coase........... ee cseecseeeeneeceeees April 6. 
Do. Scarcity of rain, Iron tablet sent for ............ May 29. 
Do. Report om rainfall ..........cccescccseessseceseeeee ees June 23. 
Do. Rewards to officials for forwarding grain ...... July 12. 
Do. Report on rainfall ..........cccscscsesecceeseceeeeenes July 16. 
Do. Iron Tablet to be escorted back to Dragon 
Temple sissccsvecevecssccseecsensescaceoetecstasnaae July 19, 
Do. Distribution of grain &c., Report. .............4 Aug. 2. 
Do. Report on condition of province ...............0 Aug. 7. 
Do. Rainfall produced by ‘Iron Tablet”’......... .. Aug. 17. 
Do. Transport of grain, rewards to officials ......... Sept. 18. 
Do. Rewards for local officials, &c., applied for ... Oct. 13. 
Do. Provision of grain, scheme for securing ......... Oct. 15, Nov. 2. 
Do. Distributor of Famine Relief, dardania ae for 
retention of services .. ade . Dec. 28. 
Chihli— Floods in .........ssscccseeeeene cesleeebabecdoe'ssstiveetes March 18, 
Do. Grain appropriated .........sccssssesssesescersonserees April 5, Aug. 26, Sept. 6, Oct. 
° 20. 
Do. Famine Field, rewards to helpersin ...,....... March 31. 
Do. Precaution againgt locusts.........cccecssssscreees July 16. 
Do. Distribution of relief, charge of carelessness 
“ POLUGE: sissesicciascccccecsvescecavcdevsccnsssecnses Nov. 17, Dec. 6. 
Do. Floods in Shun-t’ien Prefecture, repairs to 
embankments : Nov. 29, Dee. 13. 
Anhui—Locusts in............... Dec. 14, 
Tornado on Grand Canal ............ceseeececseteeseeneeeeeees June 29, July 9, 
Do. Canton, return of casualties, &c. ............ July 2. 
Floods mear Canton.........ccccssssscesereceetencesseeesenssneetee July 6. 
Provision against famine .............ccceceeseessneeecseneners Sept. 2, 11. 
Waste land, proposed cultivation by Baunermen ...... Sept. 6, 20. 
Rewards to agents ......scscesccessseeeceeneees psetebathe Macuctes Oct. 21, 23. 
Mixirary AFFAIRS, 
Fubkien coast—Tour of inspection................ccseeceeees Jan. 8. 
Si-an Fu—Troops at, resumption of full payment ...... Jan. 8. 
Hangchow and Chapu—Inspection of troops ............ Jan, 29, 
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‘Officer exchanges from Army to Navy ........:::cccsseees Jan, 29. 
Szech’wan—Office expenses of Tartar General, etc. ... Feb. 25. 
Rations to Banner Corps—Complaints about quality... March 6. 


’. ‘Crippled officers excused from drill ................seee0ee March 8. 
Kwangtang—Naval economies and reforms............... March 13. 
Tli—-Military expenditure .............ccceseeeseeees March 28. 


Wénchow—New gunvessel for................0006+ April 1. 
Admiral of the Yangteze retires .. April 20. 











Exchange of posts by Military Officers May 6. 
Canton Banner Corps—History of ............ May 18. 
New Forts on Fub-kien Coast ..........cccccesscsssscssseeeee May 24. 
Defence works at Kirin.............ccccecceseeeseeseeneeseeeee June 24, 
New Training Camp in Hunan—Disallowed... July 17, Oct. 3. 
Military inspections in Szechuen............ ....cseeseeeee eee Aug. 15. 
Defence corps in Ché ‘kiang—Cammandant saamined Aug. 18. 
‘Lieutenant executed for insubordination Sept. 5, 17. 
‘Lieut.-Col., Chinkiang, removed ............00000. .... Sept. 16, 
Hang Kia Hu Naval brigade ..................6 s+. Oot, 2, 22, 
Forwarding office for Military stores, Uliasut’al, es- 

tablishment in Peking forbidden............ Oct. 4, 28, Nov. 9, 12. 
Yiinnan—Redist:ibution OF GOODS ........sseeceseeeeeesecene Oct. 14. ; 
Hu Lan-t’ing, &c. —Redistribution of troops .......eseee Jan. 8, Oct. 31. 
Teh Hoh—Rations for troops ..........cccsccseseesesseseeeees Nov. 3. 
Horses for cavalry at Tarbagatai—Cosat of ......... fades Nov. 4. 
Arms iebued to train bands— Return of...............00008 Nov. 22. 
‘Troops in Peking—Winter allowances ......c.csceseeeees Dee. 5. 





‘Leave to officers to visit their parents .............0ceseee Dec. 13. 

‘Perisiona to disabled officers... bedsceeesdcesseesescevencee DEO, 13, 

Brigadior-General sentenced to banishment allowed to . 
retain his command-on payment of a‘fine. Dec. 27. 


Prison AFFAIRS, 
Mao Lin and his brother—Further reduction of sen- 


CONGO isssasscisasidseseccsassecactveseaacsssessecssses Jan. 5. 
Escape of prisoners—Chihli «Jan. 15, Dec. 18, 
Do. “Yiinnan April 12, 
Do. Shantung April 27. 
Do. Honan May 27. 


Do. Ch’ahar July 1, 12, 18. 
Do. Shénsi Oct. 26. 
‘Banished official—A pplication for release refused ...... Sept. 15. 
‘Police ‘master convicted of accepting bribes from a 
PYISONEL...........cccceseeeesceeeeseesceneueeseeeues Dec. 10. 





IV.—INSTRUCTION, WORSHIP, AND USAGES. 


IxstTRucrion. 
‘Yunnan—Arrangeménts for spread of education......... Jan. 3. 
Shansi—Offcial printing establishment at T’ai-yuan Fu May 23, 
‘Kaneau—Report on Licentiate examination ............... July 16. 


‘Kuei-chow—College for study of Classics and History. Sept. 4. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 

Manchuria—Descendants of Wa San-kwei, application 

for admission to examinations............... Jan. 14. 
Heiian-hua Fu—Drawbacks in triennial examinations. Jan. 27. 
Inu Ming Banquet—Second attendance .................000 Mar. 23, June 27. 
Banquet for Chin-shih do. GOs. — | sivccsiedenccdensasss Deo. 28. 
Examination of candidates for official posts ............... June 24, 
Literary Chancellor Shun-t’ien, takes office............... June 26. 
Shipwreck of Literary Chancellor and loss of papers... June 14. 
Fohkien—Tour of examinations ...................:seeeeeeeee June 28. 
‘Candidates for examination, extortion at gates of 


POKIDG: .ccicccscnsecesissssecedcsscacsovoseseseneess 
Shansi, Examination Tour 


Do. Heii T’ing, chief examiner 





Do. Subjects... eeccecceeseeeeeeeeeees 
Do. Salutation from examiners 
Do. Conclusion of 


Do. Text examination—Candidates qualified.. Nov. 8. 
Foochow—Chief examiner ; mental derangement of, 


during examinations .................cseeceeees Oct. 30, Nov. 11, 18, 
Manchu Interpreters—Examination for chiijén ......... Oct. 30. 
“Candidates from Ytianan for examinations in Peking 

—tTravel at Government expense ......... Nov. 5. 
Hupeh—Military examinations in .................0.006 a... Nov. 13. 


Examination of Manchue—Supervisor’s Seal ............ Nov. 24. 
Examination for chiijén—Penalty for careless supervi- 











BOD ses vacesnus obsacecerehsess ade cevadseon sates Deo. 1, 14. 
Foochow—Examination of Manchus, Paucity of oandi- 
AOGON oo. ee cccceeeceeeecenseereneesseeneeeeseeenee Dee. 3. 
WorsHip. 
Soldiers in Formosa—Worship at temples to ............ Feb. 11. -~- 
‘Temple of Agricultare—Sacrifices at ................cseeeeee March 19. 
Prayers for rain, Peking .............. pecddeedecddvesyeckusies March 24, April 4, May 1, 30, 
June 9, 20, July 2. 
Thankegtving for Gitto ...........cscccccceseeesesseseenseenenees April 9, July 15, 
‘Sacrifices at source of Yellow River Oct. 28. 
Tibetan incense to River God ..............cccc0ee0 Oct. 31, Nov. 5. 
Prayers for snow in Peking ...................csceesesesseenees Dec. 28. 
TEMPLES 

‘Tablet:for temple in Kansu .............ccccccecccceceeeeeeee Jan. 31. 

Do. God of War, &c., Ch’eng-tu Fu ............... March 6. 

Do. God of Yellow River ...............ccsseeceeeeeene March 23. 

Do, Dragon God, Shansi .....................:000000. March 24, 

‘Do. do. Féng-chén T’ing ........... we. Apeil 11. 

‘Do. do. ‘Ho-chien Fu...............:s0seeeee Aug. 9. 

Do, Gods of the Yellow River................. .... Aug. 11, 25. 

"Do. and titles for temples in Shansi wo. Aug. 17. 

Do. Temples in Té-ping, Shantung.................. Sept. 11. 


Google 


xx 


Tablet for Kia-hing Fu, Chékiang .,...........c000. cesesees Sept. 17. 
Do. River God at Fan Hsien, Shantung ......... Nov. 5. 
Do. Chu Ko-liang—Statesman of Han dynasty.. Nov. 19. 

River God at Lin’ts’ing Chow—Title for .............00065 Oct. 27. 

Gods of Yellow River—Titles for ................4. ... Deo. 5, 


Temples in Shansi—Memorial boards for ......... we» Deo. 13. 
Dragon God at Ch’ang-chow Heien, Kiangsu Dec. 28. 
Han Chao, Acting Governor of aula ce to. March 12. 
Mausoleum of Kwang Wu Ti—Repairs... seesseeeee May 8. 
Li Hui-wu, Commander-in-chief, Kansu {.. .... Aug, 27. 
Officers killed at Tarbagat’ai—Temple Boe seseceeee Oct, 27. 
Huang Ting—Temple to ............cescceeescceseeseeeeneen eee Oot. 30. 
Ma Shéng-wu—Portal to parents of ........... Saetes .. Nov. 16, 















Wu K’o-tu—Temple to ............ ce ceeseeeeececee eeeeeaeees Nov. 29. 
Prince of Su—Temple to .......... .... Dec. 6. 
Liu Tien—Temple to .............ccceesecsesceecenseeeeeeeeeeeees Dec. 6. 

. VIRTUOUS AND DISTINGUISHED FEMALES, 
Charitable dowager—Portal to ..........ceeeeseeseseeeeeneee Feb. 16. 
Faithful Widow .........cccscscssceessscersseeee eeseeees .. Jane 4, 

Do. and filial daughter .............. Jaly 7, Dec. 6. 
Great-great-grandmother—Honors applied for Dec. 7. 
SUPERSTITION. 
Direction of wind on New-Year’s day—Events be- 
tokened by ......... Wadbiacaganvacedeceeeacocaasne 


Iron Tablet—Results in Shansi ... 


Rain in Peking .........scccecsseseseeceseeeeees 
Snow in do. cvisscssssescceteesenseeeeneeenes 
Almanac for 6th year of Kwang Sii 


V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS, 
EvROPEAN AFFAIRS. 
Officers with experience of foreign business—Applica- 








tion for by Governor of Shantung ......... Jan. 27, 
Liu Hsi-hung, late Minister to Berlin, returns to 

Peking ~......scccccseeseeeee Cee seeaerecsosecescees Feb. 26. 
Forest Belle—Wreck of 
Rewards for salvage .........ccccsscccsseteresecesescessceneeces 

ARSENALS AND STEAM VESSELS, 

Szecbuen Arsenal abandoned ..........cccccccsesecceeesceeees March 21, 
Director Foochow Arsenal—One month’s congé ......... March 25, 
Officers and Artificers in Foochow prenal—Hewards 

GO cso sdisssondccdccessensSesecesedesveracai eased e3t Sept. 1. 
Dredgers for the Grand Canal__Uneuitability Of... Sept. 10, 20. 
Loss of Government steamer Chih Yuan by collision 

with OC. M. 8.8. Hung Kuan........... cece 
Foochow Arsenal—Wa T'san-ch’éng retires 

Do. Li Chao-t’ang appointed Director... Oct. 22. 

Chékiang—New steam cruiser for ....... ee eeeseeeee Dec. 9. 
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Formen Missions. 


Liu Hai-hung, returns from Berlin...............sssseseeeees Feb. 26, 
Secretary to Chinese Legation Berlin....................0066 June 6. 
Do. for Ch’én Lan-pin—Appointment cancelled.. Nov. 27. 


Corza, LoocHoo anD ANNAM. 






Corea—Return of Commissioners from .................00+ Feb. 25. 
Do. Patrol of frontior ..........scccccsesscssccessscceeences Oct. 11. 
Loochoo—Shipwrecked Loochooans at Foochow......... May 9. 
Do. Do. do. Canton ......... Aug. 2. 
Do. Relief to Loochooan junk ............ccscesessees July 22, Oot. 25, Deo. 8. 
TIBET, 
Imperial Resident retires .............s.ccccsssccseesseeseseeees March 19. 
Tung Sé-leng—Imperial Resident ...............cccceeseeees March 20. 
Ex-Prior of Lamasery, appointed Kablon ..........s0ss0008 May 8. 
Enthronement of ‘‘ Embodiment ”...............secsccseeees May 8, 13, Aug. 29, 31. 
Dismissed ‘‘ Embodiment” allowed to return to the 
priesthood ..........66. Sicasavecsaicaseveeveresas May 28. 
Tribute Mission sanctioned .............sccccsssseesesceeeeeees Aug. 31. 
Appointment of New Resident and Assistant Resident. Deo, 13. 
NEPAL. 
Despatch of Tribute Mission ............csscseseesesereeeeees March 25, April 9. 


Tribute Mission—Passage through Honan ............... Nov. 14, 
SUNGARIA AND KAsHGARIA. 

Kuché—Extortion by Hakim of Shayarh...............04 Feb. 28. 

Kashgaria—Victory over insurgents ............::60..ceeeeee April 9. 

Do. _—~Presents to tribute-bearing Mussulmans... May 21. 


Do. List of killed during 15 years war . .. May 22, 
Do. Templeto do. CC err June 27, 
Do. Treatment of sons and grandsons of 

Yakoob Beg .........ccccescsecceeesseecessenene oe June 26. 


Tli—Memorial on expenditure... aeesbesweee 
Do. Posthumous rewards to deceased offigers epluee'vasece Aug. 7, 8, 20 
Do. Rendition of—Addition of troops in anticipation 

of return of Mahommedans 
Hami — Inspection of frontier posts 





VIL—MANOHURIA, MONGOLIA, AND. PROVINCES. 


MANCHURIA. 
Kirin—Ch’ang Ch’i acts as Governor..............cceeseeeee Jan, 5. 
Do. Ming An goes to the AMUFP...........ccsscescesseeeee Jan. 5. 
Do. Charge of torture by Governor .................... Feb. 15. 
Do. Winter Hunt, foregone .............. ccc eccceeeeeeees Oct. 30, 
Do. Territorial authorities, proposed increase ...... Deo. 15. 
Shéngking—Altchuké, survey of Ma-yén Ho ...... ..... Aug. 25. 
Taotai at Newchwang—Assumes office ................0006 May 21. 
Sub-prefect do. Officer recommended ............ Aug. 17. 
Heh-lung Kiang— Reorganisation of Hulan, &o. ......... Jan. 8, Oct. 31, 
Do. Capture of horse atealers Oct. 29, 
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Moncotia. 

‘Jehol—Mongol Chiefs unwilling to produce witnesses. Jan. 15. 
Do. Hunting Reserves,’survey of ..........ccc.eseesseeee May 7. 
Do. Opening of new Judicial Court ......... -. Jan, 25. 
Do. Governor rotires.............c:000 ceceseesseeees .. July 8. 
Do. Winter Hunt, temporarily abandoned............ Oct, 12, 30. 
Do. Imperial flocks and herds—Change of overseers. Nov. 13. 
Do. Mines in, superintendent appointed ............... Dec. 11. 

Khorch’in Tribe—Charges against Dzazzak March 10. 

Urumtsi—Revival of agrioulture................:eceesseeee oe July 2. 

Do. Governor goes on visit to Tso Tsung-t’ang... Dec. 12. 
Do. Governor appointed............cscsssccseeesesseres Dec. 13. 
‘Uliasut’ai—Imperial ‘breeding stud, inspection of and 
rewards conferred .............ccceeseesenseeees Oct. 4. 
Kcldo—Robbery of Treasury—lInformation laid by 
Russian trader.............cccccssecsscceseeeveees June 16. 
Do. Inspection of Mongol leagues .............6.s00006 Oct. 23. 

Hami—Assistant Agent, one month’s congé............... Dec. 31. 

‘Chihli—Judicial Commissioner takes office ............... Jan. 25. 
Do. Destruction of ammunition magaziue ............ Feb. 20. 
Do. Tientsin—Arrival and departure of Governor- 

Gomera .s.csicse.sesadscsdoccavassveccsgssscoosasess March 12. 
Do. Peking—Denunciation of book-seller ...... ... March 18, 19, 21, 25. 
Do, Topography—Revision Of ..........cccccccesseeseees June 2, 





‘Do, Tenure of land ............ceccsesceesescereesenesesoeses Sept. 4. 
Do. Loss of treasure in Chang river, Tz’u Chow... Sept. 15, 26. 
Do. Departure of Governor-General for Pao-ting 


BU .....csccicccseevcces edscdudesssotetesatsc béiecctes Deo. 15. 

Do. Reward of filial piety ..............sscceeesees Pre Dec. 18. 
‘Shantung—Arrival of officers for despatch of foreign 

business........ Jan. 27. 





Do. Special mission March 4, May ¥0. 
‘Honan—Financial Commissioner—Retained until ex- 
piration of famine 


Do. Absconding Magistrate 





Do. K’ai-féng Fu—Prefect recommended ............ Feb, 4. 
Do. Distilling—Resumption of .................000000 Feb. 16. 
Do. Mausoleum of Kwang Wu Ti—Repair of ...... May 8. 
Do. Loss of carts with treasure ....0. 0... ceeeeeeee Oct. 14. 


Shansi—P’ing Ting-chow—Sub-prefect recommended. March 20. 
Shensi—Victims of Rebellion, jmarks of compassion 


for ..... icciee bisdetvcvbwea saber sacdaaseevecsuaeseeies March 26, 
Do. Governor granted congé 
Do. do. Visits Peking 
Do. Earthquake in .............ccscssecssssecreecersseceeees 





Do. Provisional Government ...............scsceeceeeee Oct. 10. 
Kansuh—Brigadier’s Yamén at Liang-chow—Fire in... Feb. 4. 
Do. Liu Tien—Assistant Administrator, hands 
: over charge to Yang Ch’ang-chiin ......... Feb. 15. 
Do. Chou Ta-wu, arrives at Kanchow............... Feb. 15. 
Do. Yang Ch’ang-chiin, arrives at Lan-chow Fu. Feb. 2#. 
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Kansuh—Yang Ch’ang:chiin, Seal for ........0..000000 Feb. 24. 
Do. Earthquake at Chieh-chow, &c................+. Aug. 23, Sept. 3, 5, 12, 13, 
; Nov. 4. 
Nganhwei—Financial Commissioner takes office......... Feb. 12. 
Do. do. visits his tombs... March 9. 
Do. Departure of Governor | 





Do. Return of do. 
‘Kiangsu—Provincial Government daring absence of 


Governor-General ........ ccuaastaccdveveveusies March 28, June 13, 
Do. Remarkable instance of filial oiaty. Seaesdeuaes May 29. 
Do. Permission applied for to open mines ......... Dec. 5. 
‘Chékiang—Wenchow—Taotai takes office .......:....... Jan. 11, 
Do. Ningpo—Lekin spe panini of offend- 
OLB esc cetnisscedenacaccavises these cccpceeesesbcecess March 4, May 23. 
Do. Wéenchow—Steam canvisiel for. »..:....... April 1. 
Do. Loss of Government stores on junk during 
BOLO? ccsessiceesencdseacessbussesscsveds, <cesvssavesss April 4. 
Do, Hang-chow sea wall, repairs to ............... Oct. 27. 
Do. Ya-yao Heien—Charges against notable ... Nov. 22. 
Do. Waste lands—Invasion by vagrants ......... Dec. 20. 
Fuhkien—Hou-kwan Haien—Magistrate recommended 
LOPS Ss iceccediscucicicvsceatdceedenstscsnaceaseeees +. Feb. 24 


Do. Min District—Magistrate recommended for. March 1. 
Do. Foochow—Deputy Lieutenant-General retires March 19. 


Do. do. To Lun-pu sudceeds.............0066 March 20. 
Do, Tartar ‘General—Further congé granted ...... June 2. 
Do. do. Retired.........cc. cssceseecee Aug. 3. 
Do. Financial Commissioner—Takes office.....:... Sept. 24, 
‘Formosa—Magistrate cashiered for pillaging wreck ... Feb. 22. 
Do, Establishment of new districts ©....:.....0... May 29 
Do. Ohang Méng-yuan, Acting Taotai ............ Sept. 10. 
Do. Death of Taotai, &0. ..........cecescesseecoeeesees Sept. 10, 28. 
‘Kwangtung—Changes in Provincial Government ...... March 1. 
Do. Governor. goes into mourning............... March 7. 
‘Do. Provincial Government—Penalties in- 
MOOD i505. cassecisassisescsscesssssaceseoesaes March 22. 
Do. Arrival of new Governor............sccceeee Oct, 22, 
'K wangsi—Governor recalled and replaced ............... May 3, Aug. 29. 
Yunnan—Charges of Censor against Hu Chung-ho— 
Report by Imperial Commissioner ...... «. Aug. 6. 
Do. Suicide of Wei-yuan ..............00.06 ceceeeeeeee Nov. 6, 20. 
Do. Heti Chih-ming, late Governor—Penalties 
A MIObO e555 cc scee'sedesccccressescecscauesesesconts Nov. 20, Dec. 8. 
'Kweichow—Li P’ei-ching, degraded and removed ...... Feb. 15. 
Do. do. Departure..........cscccseeeee March 14. 
Do. Provincial Government—Temporary ad- 
ministration Of................ccceseceeeeeeeees March 14, 
Do. Financial condition of province ........... March 15. 
De. do. do. .. April 7. 





Do, Lin Chao-yuan acts as Governor March 5. 
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Kweichow—Mines opened ...............:00 cesseccetseeonees June 12. 
Do. Tsén Yii-ying assames office Oct. 6. 
Szechw’an—Commission of Investigation March 5, 11, 21, 24, April 12, 
Oct. 29, Dec. 5. 
Do. Wei-ching—Deputy Lieutenant General... March 21. 
Do. Enquiry into alleged harsh treatment by 
Magistrate May 2. 
Do. Judge dismissed May 13, June 7. 
Do. Outrages by soldiery in Tung-hsiang ...... May 24, June 30, July 9, 11, 
29, Aug. 10, 22, Nov. 2, 
Dec. 5, 27. 
Do. Salé trade in 0.0.0.0... cecececsecaeecescceeeenee Juneil, 19. 
Do. Earthquake ...........cseeseecceeesseececeonee eee Nov. 13, Dec. 2. 
Do. Riots at likin offfc@ ...........ccccccssesseesenees Nov. 13. 


Hupeh—Wu-ch’ang Fu—Prefect denounced ............ 
Do. Loss of boat and officers with treasure 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 
1879. 


January 1st.—(1) The Oensor Yu Han- 
cWih requests that strict orders may be 
given to Li Hung-chang, the Governor- 
General of Chihli, that no oppression be 
allowed in connection with repair of the 
road by which the Imperial cortége will 
proceed to the Eastern Tombs next spring 
on the occasion of depositing the remains 
of the late Emperor (‘T’ung Chih) and the 
Empress, his wife, in the Mausolea prepared 
tor their reception. Their Majesties have 
already directed that no special road be 
constructed, but the Censor still fears that 
those charged with the repairs to the exist- 
ing road may find means uf extorting money 
from land-owners along the line of march, 
under the plea of levying labour for the 
necessary work. [A Decree on the subject 
has already appeared. | 


(2) The same Censor states that it has 
come to his knowledge that certain men 
in the disguise of police runners, charged 
with the service of summonses, have lately 
been victimising innocent individuals in 
and about Peking. This all arises from 
summonses not being sealed, and from no 
mention being made of the plaintiff, or the 
nature of the charge. He requests that, as 
is done in the provinces, the particulars 
of the charge may be mentioned on the 
document, which should also bear the seal 
of the proper authority. [A Decree in the 
terms prayed for has already appeared. ] 


January 2nd.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

January 3rd.—({1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan submits for approval the measures he 
has taken to encourage education in the 
province. Colleges and schools existed 
before the rebellion, but in the troubles 

‘that ensued they were neglected. He has 
row directed the district authorities to re- 
an schools wherever necessary. Special 
‘dings need not be constructed, nor is it 

~ed that instructors should be brought 
distance. A room in the nearest 

‘d a graduate from the neighbour- 

answer every purpose. If there 

ol funds on which to draw, sub- 

are to be invited; and failing 
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these, the expenses are to be defrayed 
from any moneys the authorities may have 
in hand. The main object being to reclaim 
the uncivilized, and confer on all the ad- 
vantages which proceed from education. 


(2) The Governor of Shensi begs that he 


may be permitted to send in’a general ° 


statement of the sums expended in famine 
relief, instead of submitting the detailed 
accounts which are required by regulation. 
Relief operations are now at an end in the 
province of Shensi. During the ten months 
ending with the sixth moon of last year, 
there were assisted, in all, 3,140,000 per- 


‘sons ; the sum spent being 2,300,000 taels, 


in addition to 1,100,000 tan of grain con- 
sumed. It is obvious that so large a num- 
ber of persons could not have been kept 
alive with this alone; private charity 
fortunately was not wanting, but of this it 
was not possible to keep count. ‘If the 
district authorities were to be called upon 
for detailed accounts, they would put down 
certain figures which, however well they 
would balance, would not represent what 
had actually been done. Rather than sub- 
mit falsified accounts, the Governor prefers 
to state the impossibility of preparing cor- 
rect returns, and to beg that, in their stead, 
a general statement may be accepted show- 
ing what moneys have been received and 
expended in famine relief.—The request is 
granted. 


(3) Li Hung-chang requests that a re- 
ward may be bestowed on Wu Chung- 


siang (Fath HH), an official in the Arsenal 
at Foochow, who has subscribed Tls. 1,400 
to the famine fund. 


January 4th.—(1) Li Yang-sheng (4 
P= 10AN) is appointed Brigadier-General of 


Nan-ao (Namoa) in Fuhkien. 


(2) The Governor of Shantung submits 
the result of his enquiries into an affair 
that occurred in the district of Ling Hsien 
in May last. A band of two or three 
hundred robbers who had been pillaging 
the country round was met and attacked 
by the district Magistrate at the head of 


ee 
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tan:: armed. Sorce.: “The : banditti were 
edeleated; -"and> twenty “vdd were taken 
prisoners. These, after a trial, were 
summarily decapitated. As the Magistrate 
merely reported the matter without for- 
warding the depositions made at the trial, 
it was feared that he might have put 
innocent persons to death. An officer was 
accordingly despatched by the Governor 
to investigate the circumstances. He learnt 
that the offenders were, in truth, malefac- 
tors who well deserved to die, and that the 
reason why the Magistrate had put them 
to death so precipitately, without awaiting 
the orders of his superiors, was that the 
country was in such a state of alarm that 
an immediate example was necessary to 
restore confidence. The Magistrate, how- 
ever, was undoubtedly guilty of carelessness 
in failing to submit the depositions and 
contessions made at the trial, and for this 
it is requested he may be punished. 

(3) Li Hung-chang requests that an Im- 
perial tablet may be conferred on the 
mother of P’an Wei, Governor of Hupeh, 
in consideration of her having sent 
Tls. 2,000 for the relief of the distress in 
Ho-chien Fu in Chihli. 

January 5th.—(1) A Decree. Chang Pei- 
lun has submitted a memorial pointing out 
the inexpediency of showing favour to the 


i 


relations of high officials in recommending , 


them for promotion. He instances two 
men, Pao Shén, the brother of the Grand 
Secretary Pao Chiin, and Weng Ts’eng-kwei, 
nephew of the Censor Weng T’ung-yo, both 
of whom have been pushed on through 
favour. Let the Governor-General of Sze- 
chw’an report the grounds on which he re- 
commended Pao Shén, and let the Governor- 
General of Chihli also report upon Pao 
Shén’s services while holding a position in 
the province of Chihli. As regards Weng 
Ts’eng-kwei, let the proper Board explain 
how he came to be included in the first list 
at the examination of Peking officials ; and 
let the Board of Civil Office inquire into the 
charge made by Chang Pei-lun that Wéng 
T’séng-kwei did not obtain office in the 
regular way by taking a degree. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports that Mao Lin, formerly 
Comptroller of the Imperial Household, and 
Ch’ing Lin his brother, both of whom were 
banished to a military station in Mongolia 
for having encroached on public land in 
laying out their cemetery, have contribu- 
ted 300 oxen to be distributed among the 
ruined agriculturists in the famine districts. 
On a previous occasion Mao Lin subscribed 
Tis. 4,000 towards the expenses of the 
military station, on which occasion His 
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Majesty was pleased to decree that after 
the expiration of two years’ banishment he 
might be liberated. In what way this 
second act of generosity will be rewarded 
it is not for the Governor-General to say, 
but he would fail in his duty were he to 
withhold it from His Majesty’s knowledge. 
—Rescript: Let the term of banishment 
which Mao Lin and Ch’ing Lin have to 
undergo be further reduced by one year. | 

(3) Ch’ung Ch’i (BE) reports having 
taken over the seals as acting Military- 
Governor of Kirin, on the 3rd December 
last. 

(4) Ming An, Military-Governor of Kirin, 
having been ordered to prvceed to the 
Amur to, investiyate a certain matter, re- 
ports having handed over charge of his 
office to Ch’ung Ch’i on the 3rd December, 
1878. 


(5) The Governor-General of Shansi and: 
Kansuh requests that Colonel Li Chii’an-| 
sheng may be cashiered for having opened 
a gambling establishment in the city ot 
Su-chow in Kansuh. He has already beev 
sent under arrest to his native place in| 
Hupeh, to be there released on bail. 


January 6th.—(1) Sun Yi-ching (FR 
26 ®) is appointed Vice-President of 
the Board of Works. 


(2) The Court of Censorate requests that 
an investigation may be ordered into a 
case which has been appealed from Shan- 
tung. The petitioner, a man named Chang 
Hwa-p’eng, a native of the An-ch’iu dis- 
trict, relates the following story :—His 
father died in the summer of 1875, and 
was buried in the family cemetery. In) 
the following spring, a man named Chao 
Tsung-yuan and others spread the report. 
that the body of the deceased had been 
changed into a ‘‘drought goblin,” and. 
presented a petition to that effect to the 
district Magistrate, who, however, refused 
to entertain it. Subsequently, Chao Tsung- 
yuan got together a band of over a thousand 
men, who went armed with guns and other’ 
weapons to the vrave of the petitioners 
father, whose body they disinterred and| 
placed on the top of a heap of straw and| 
wood which they set on fire. After the 
mob left the petitioner put out the fire 
and rescued his father’s remains and buried 
them once more on the following day. A 
complaint was made before the Magistrate, 
who put the rioters nominally under ar- 
rest, but really allowed them to remain 
at liberty. The following month the grave 
was again desecrated, and the repeated 
appeals made for justice by the petitioner’s 
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Beetles biscuphit' upon him such persecution 
that he eventually died. The constant 
state of fear in which his mother lived 
eventually proved fatal, and she also died. 
Appeals to the Prefect and Governor have 
been of no avail, and in despair Chang 
Hwa-p’eng has come to the capital to im- 
plore for justice. The Censors express 
their opinion that this is an affair that 
should be sifted to the bottom, and beg 
that instructions may be sent to Shantung 
to that effect. [A Decree has already ap- 
peared calling for an inquiry. ] 

(3) Ming An, the Military Governor of 
Kirin, who with Feng Yii-chi, Vice-Presid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments, has been 
ordered to proceed to the Amur to inquire 
into a certain matter, requests that he may 
charge his travelling expenses and that of 
his suite and escort, amounting in all to 
Tis. 2,960, to the Kirin Government, 
instead of allowing the authorities of various 
districts through which he passed to provide 
for his wants. This latter course is always 
made an excuse for levying illegal exac- 
tions, and is the source of many abuses. 

January 7th.—(1) A Decree. At the re- 
quest of the Governor of Honan, instructions 
are given to Yii Kw’an, formerly Financial 
Commissioner of Honan, but lately named 
Governor of Fuhkien, to remain in his 
present post while famine matters still 
engage attention. Té Hsing, recently ap- 
pointed Judicial Commissioner of Honan, 
is directed to repair to his post without 
delay. 

(2) The officers who have charge of the 
funds appropriated to the maintenance of 
the Eastern Tombs apply for the sum of 
Tis. 30,000, to be provided from the Chihli 
Treasury. Between the years 1730 and 
1828, certain sums were periodically in- 
vested in land, the revenue from which 
was intended to meet the expenses con- 
nected with the tombs. The revenue from 
this land comes to Tls. 10,600 annually. 
Formerly this was found sufficient, but 
since 1865 the establishment has been 
gradually getting into debt ; and in view of 
the large outlay which will shortly be in- 
curred when the late Emperor’s remains 
are laid to rest, the Superintendents feel 
compelled to apply for a loan, to be repaid 
as soon as better harvests come to swell 
the fund. 

(3) The Governor-General of the two 
Kwang requests that a certain military 
official may be reduced one step. The 
person in question was acting temporarily 
as colonel of a battalion, in which position 
he wished to remain. Upon learning that 
ghe titular Colonel was about to return, he 
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sequence of his return. An investigation 
proved that this was merely a device tu re- 
main inthe post. The Commander-in-Chief 
in Kwangsi having reported the incident, 
the Governor-General requests that the 
peccant official may be punished by the loss 
of one step.—Granted. 

January 8th.—{1) A Decree. The un- 
interrupted expenditure of money, which 
went on so long as military operations con- 
tinued, left one no alternative but to have 
recourse to the sale of office. Of late years, 
amongst those who have purchased oftice, 
there has been no lack of men whose com- 
petence and abilities rendered them emin- 
ently serviceable ; while, on the other 
hand, there have not been wanting those 
who were no better than charlatans or 
cyphers ; or still worse, those who brought 
disgrace on the public service. At first, 
the agencies for the sale of rank earnestly 
strove to do their best, and did contribute 
to the revenues of the State; but as time 
went on, the misapplication of the sums 
contributed, the devices resorted to by the 
candidates, and the malpractices of the 
official agents, became so common, that 
while these results proved to be an ob- 
stacle in the way of an honest admin- 
istration, the income derived from this 
source existed more in name than in 
reality. In the interests of a pure form 
of Government it then becomes neces- 
sary to abolish the system as soon as 

racticable. We command the Board of 

venue, and the Governor-General and 
Governors of the respective provinces, to 
examine into the whole question, to as- 
certain exactly what amount is annually 
received at the agency in the capital 
and at the agencies in the provinces; 
tu inquire in what way these sums are 
expended, and substitute some other 
method of obtaining the money. At the 
same time, let them report the abolition 
of the system, without making the difficulty 
of finding the money a pretext for delay 
or evasion. 

(2) Feng K’un, Military Governor of 
Hei-lung Kiang (the Amur province), pro- 
poses a reorganization of the Military 
Government of the cities of Hulan, 
Payensusu and Pei-twan Lin-tzu, the popu- 
lation in that part of the country having 
increased so much latterly that the present 
force is insufficient to maintain order. 
The suggestions are referred to the proper 
Board for their consideration. 

(3) P’eng Ch’u-han, the Admiral on the 
Fuhkien coast, reports his return from his 
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ennwal visit: tpzall:the stations within his 
juvisditgion. “22 2.200" 

(4) The Tartar General at Sin-an Fu 
reports that in December last he received 
a@ communication from the Governor of 
Shensi, stating that now that the taxes 
had been collected, it was possible to give 
the Manchu troops their whole pay in 
money. Owing to the want of funds, 
sanction had been previously obtained to 
the men being paid half in cash and half 
in paper. 

January 9th.—(1) The Censor K’ung 


Hsien-k’o referring to the dispute which 
has arisen in connection with the embank- 
ment at Fan-k’ow in Hupeh, criticises the 
decree ordering the embankment to be re- 
built, and requests that the whole question 
may be thoroughly studied before action is 
taken. The decree, based on the report of 
Peng Yii-lin, directed the Governor-Ge- 
neral of Hu-kwang to have the dyke re- 
paired and a stone lock constructed, adding 
that when the work was completed, it would 
be for the Governor-General to watch the 
results, and report as to their success. In 
the opinion of the Censor, when two high 
officials such as P’eng Yii-lin and Li Han- 
chang hold opposite views as to the advis- 
ability of reconstructing the embankment, 
it would be preferable to give the whole 
matter the most careful consideration, 
especially as the consequences involved are 
of such magnitude. What the Censor 
would suggest is that P’eng Yii-lin, whose 
acquaintance with all matters appertaining 
to the Yanytsze is undoubted, should be 
called upon to answer Li Han-chang’s 
original report, clause by clause, and if in 
the end these two high Authorities still 
hold different views, that Yang Yo-pin, who 
was Admiral of the Yangtsze for many 
years, and is now in retirement in Hupeh, 
should be directed to report upon the 
matter. 

(2) The same Censor denounces Fang 


Ta-shih (Fy Aj Hs), the Prefect of Wu- 


ch’ang Fu, as an unscrupulous corrupt 
ofticial, whose sole thought is to ingratiate 
himself with his superiors. It was due to 
his bad advice that last year the Governor- 
General despatched a force to demolish 
the Fan-k’ow dyke, when several boats were 
swamped, and several hundred persons 
drowned. He was also responsible for the 
summary decapitation, on insufticient evid- 
ence, of a certain person who had mixed 
himself up in the dispute about these em- 
bankments. The Censor suggests that the 
notable Ju Yii-kao, the Grand Secretary 
Tan Mow-ch’ien ; the ex vice-President of 
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the Board of Civil Office, Pén Chiu-yii 
the President of the Board of Works, Hwc 
Shou-tz’u; or the vice-President of the 
Board of Rites, Wang Wen-shao, who are 
all honest and upright’ men, and well 
versed with the circumstances of the case, 
should be directed to make inquiries into 
the whole of this Fan-k’ow dyke affair, 
when the rights and the wrongs of the case 
will come out, and it can be ascertained 
once for all if the dyke should be rebuilt 
or removed. 

January 10th.—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Civil Office having been directed to 
inquire into the truth of the charge made 
by Chang P’ei-lun to the effect that partia- 
lity had been shown in pushing forward 
an official named Wéng Ts’éng-kw’ei, now 
report that Wéng’s promotion was in no 
wise out of order. We accordingly decree 
that Chang P’ei-lun’s memorial be put 
aside. 

(2) A Decree. The Imperial Equipage 
Department complains that for many years 
the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle has failed to 
remit the amount annually due, and that 


| at the present moment, when the Equipave 


Department has to make extensive pre- 
parations in connection with the obsequies 
of the late Emperor and Empress, it finds 
itself without funds. Let the Governor- 
General of Chih-li direct the Financial and 
Salt Commissioner to send up at once 
Tls. 40,000, to be subsequently recovered 
from the Salt Department ; and for the 
future let the annual contribution be 
punctually remitted. [From this date the 
public offices are closed for one month, 
and the Gazette is only published every 
other day. ] ‘ 

January 11th and 12th.—_{1) A Decree. 
Ying Chén having been accused of receiving 
bribes for conniving at the short delivery 
of tribute rice, it is ordered that the 
charge be inquired into, as well also an- 
other charge taxing him with having re- 
ceived money to include certain names when 
submitting for favourable consideration a 
list of those who had exerted themselves 
in taking over the tribute grain. 

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang reports 


that Wen Chung-han GA ag ), recently 
appointed Taotai for Wen-chow and Ch’u- 
chow, took up his post on the 19th October 


last. 
January 13th and 14th.—(1) Ts’ai Kwo- 


hsiang (2% |p fff), is appointed Brigadier 
of Téng-chow in Shantung, and Wu Ch’i- 


hsien R 2 BY) is sent to replace him as 


Brigadier of Hai-t’an in Fuhkien. 
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(2) Shen Pao-chen, Governor-General of 
the Liang-kiang, reports at the request of 
Li Ch’eng-mow, Admiral of the Yangtsze, 
that the latter’s period of mourning ter- 
minated on the 9th November last. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Féng-t’ien 
Fu makes an appeal on behalf of a class of 
persons settled in Manchuria who are 
debarred from competing at the examina- 
tions. They are the descendants of the 
adherents of Wu San-kwei, the famous 
rebel who figured at the commencement of 
the present dynasty. The hardship of the 
case has often before been represented to 
His Majesty, but each time, owing as the 
memorialist thinks to the incomplete in- 
formation on which those to whom the 
application was referred based their de- 
cision, the appeal has proved unsuccessful. 
Originally, on the establishment of the 
present dynasty, it may have been politic 
to treat these unfortunate persons’ an- 
cestors with severity, but now that eight 
Emperors have successively occupied the 
Throne, and that a general pardon has 
been proclaimed seven times, and further- 
more that the loyalty of the people has 
been sufficiently tested by the T’ai-p’ing, 
Nien-fei, and Mahomedan rebellions, the 
Chancellor thinks the time has come when 
these outcasts might be admitted to the 
full privileges enjoyed by the people at 
large.—A Rescript refers the application to 
the proper Board. 

January 15th and 16th.—(1) A Decree. 
Li Hung-chang requests that a penalty be 
awarded to two subordinate officials for 
having allowed eight prisoners to escape 
from custody while locked up in the house 
of detention. It appears from the memor- 
ial that the criminals were in the house of 
detention for the reason that the prison 
had been destroyed by fire. This being 
the case, the offence of these officials is as 
serious as if the escape had been made 
from the prison itself, and the infliction of 
an ordinary penalty would not be sufficient. 
Let the officials be stript of their rank, and 
put upon their trial ; and let the prison be 
immediately rebuilt. 

(2) A Decree. Yen Hsii, Lieutenant- 
General at Jehol, complains that a large 
number of judicial cases in Mongolia re- 
main unsettled owing to the difficulty 
experienced in inducing the Mongol Chiefs 
to produce the necessary witnesses. They 
even go the length, when so serious a 
crime as murder has been committed, of 
taking the evidence themselves, and on this 
evidence venture to apply that the case be 
closed. We command the Mongolian 
Superintendency to call upon the Monglo 
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Chiefs to be strictly guided by standing 
regulations, and to give warning that the 
Commanders of the respective banners will 
be held responsible should there in future 
be any tendency to trifle with the law. 
January 17th and 18th.—(1) A Decree. 
The Governor of Kwei-chow is directed to 
report whether a certain official who has 
opened an office for the sale of rank in 
Anhwei was duly authorised by him to do 
so. According to the statement of the 
Governor of Anhwei, the individual in 


. question opened an office for the receipt of 


subscriptions to the Kwei-chow Treasury, 
but as he was unprovided with credentials 
of any kind, there is reason to suspect 
that he may have be acting without 
authority. 

January 19th and 20th.—_{1) A Decree. 
The official duties of Pao Chiin and Yung Lu 
are somewhat too onerous. Accordingly, 
let Pao Chiin cease to act as Director of 
the State Historiographer’s Office and In- 
spector of the Forces; and let Yung Lu 
cease to be President of the Board of 
Works and Comptroller of the Inner 
Household. 

(2) Kwang Shou is appointed Inspector 
of the Forces. 

(3) A Decree. A Censor reports that on 
the days when pay is issued at the offices 
of the Board of Revenue, a crowd of im- 
postors collects outside, and by threats and 
violence extort promissory notes from 
those who have been drawing money. Let 
the Police authorities be on the watch, and 
should any persons be detected in such acts 
as the Censor describes, let them be at 
once sent to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 


(4) A Decree. Ch’iian Ch’ing (4s fit) is 
appointed President of the Board of Works ; 
Wén Yii (ACHR), President of the Board of 


Punishments ; Ch’ung How ( x B®. Pre- 
sident of the Censorate, with Chih 
Ho GERAD to act in his stead until his 
return, 

(6) A Decree. Ch’ung Ch'i (22 #5) is 
appointed Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Office, with Lin Shu to act in his stead 
until his return, Ch’eng Lin (9X Aft) is 
appointed Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Office, and Wén Ch’eng (3U 75) Vice- 
President of the Board of Works. 


(6) A Decree. An Hsing-ah (2 hay) 


is appointed Comptroller of the Inner 
Household. 


(7) A Decree. Ching Lien (5 BR) is 
appointed Director of the State Historio- 


grapher’s Office. 


. 


[Owing the occurrence of the Chinese 
New-Year, the Gazette is not published for 
three days. ] 

January, 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th.—(1) 
The Astronomical Board reports that on 
New-Year’s day the wind was in the N.E., 
which betokens longevity and plenty. 


(2) A Decree. Wang Wén-shao (#- oa 
Hy) is appointed a member of the Grand 


Council. 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli re- 
quests that T’ung Tsai-t’ien, an officer of 
the Guards resident at Tientsin, may be 
deprived of his rank and brought to trial 
for various offences of a disgraceful kind. 

(4) The Governor-General of Hukwang 
reports the proceedings in a case of a 
fraudulent sale of an official letter of 
recommendation for promotion. The 
circumstances were as follows :—Méng 
P’eng-ch’eng, who had been an officer in 
the army, came in 1877 to Wu-ch’ang, 
where he happened to meet a man named 
Yen Ch’un-shan, a military graduate. On 
one otcasion Yen was lamenting that he 
had repeatedly failed to obtain the second 
military degree, and said he proposed 
volunteering, in the hope of rising through 
inerit. Méng then remembered that he 
had in his trunk a certificate entitling the 
person in whose name it had been made 
out to promotion as sergeant. The original 
holder, one of Méng’s old messmates, had 
died before making use of the certificate, 
which then, in some way, came into Méng’s 
hands. This certificate Méng offered to 
sell to Yen, who by assuming the name of 
the original holder, would secure his 
advancement to the rank of sergeant. In 
order fully to persuade Yen that the 
scheme was feasible, Méng went out to 
fetch a confederate who representing him- 
self as a clerk in the Governor’s Yamén 
promised to put the business through for 
him. The certificate was eventually sold 
for thirty strings of cash, and the parties 
separated. Subsequently the circumstances 
came to the ears of the authorities, who 
caused all those implicated to be arrested. 

During the course of the trial, Méng 
P’eng-ch’eng died in prison, so that it is 
unnecessary to go into the question of his 


punishment. The others are sentenced to 
undergo such punishment as the law 
prescribes. 


January 25th and 26th.—(1) A Decree. 
The Governor-General of Fuhkien and 
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Chehkiang denounces Chung Hung-kwei 


(SPB Zs), Acting Magistrate of the 


Chang-hwa district ( Ui) for gross 

misconduct in the discharge of his official 

duties. Let him be stript of his rank, and 

af upon his trial before the Taotai of 
aiwan. 

(2) The Lieutenant-General stationed at 
Jehol reports that, in accordance with the 
Imperial sanction previously obtained, he 
has opened a Court for the hearing of the 
numerous judicial cases which have accum- 
ulated in the districts within his jurisdic- 
tion. He has given instructions that all 
arrears are to be cleared off within two 
years, and submits for their Majesties’ 
approval six rules which he has framed for 
the guidance of the Court. The rules 
however are not published. 

(3) Ting Shou-ch’ang, the newly ap- 
pointed Judicial Commissioner of Chihli, 
reports that he took over the seals of 
office on the 1st January last. 

January 27th and 28th.—(1) A Decree. 
Li P’ei-ching, the Governor of Kwei-chow, 
requests that posthumous may be con- 
ferred on Hwo Ch’ang-ling, Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kwei-chow; and 
further, that his rank as Governor-General, 
of which he was deprived, may, now that 
he is dead, be restored to him. Hwo 
Ch’ang-ling when Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kwei-chow was degraded in 
consequence of his serious mismanagement 
vf Mohamedan matters. The list of his 
services now submitted by Li P’ei-ching 
contains nothing but that Hwo Ch’ang- 
ling’s official position required of him. 
Why should Li P’ei-ching represent these 
as something unusual? The fact that Li 
P’ei-ching is a nature of Hunan, which was 
also Hwo Ch’ang-ling’s native province, 
suggests the suspicion that he is not acting 
altogether disinterestedly. His request is 
disallowed, and the proper Board is directed 
to consider what penalty he has incurred. 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli ex- 
plains that the people of Hsiian-hwa Fu in 
Chihli are at a disadvantage compared with 
former years as regards their chances of 
taking a decree at the triennial examin- 
ations. Formerly, in consideration of the 
lower standard of learning in that pre- 
fecture, four degrees were allowed among 
all the candidates of the prefecture, usually 
about 220 in number, who thus competed 
with each other, but were independent of 
the candidates from other parts of the pro- 
vince. In 1803, a deputation of the 
students in Hsiian-hwa Fu represented that 
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their number had so much increased that 
their chances would be better if allowed to 
compete against the whole province. They 
were accordingly merged into the general 
examinations, but they found that although 
Hsiian-hwa Fu supplied more competitors 
than before, the prefecture failed to pull 
off so many degrees as before. Under the 
old rule, it was always sure of four, but 
since the change, it has sometimes failed 
to carry off one. Under’ these circum- 
stances it is the wish of the Hsiian-hwa Fu 
literati to revert to the old system under 
which the one prefecture had four degrees 
allotted to it ‘separately.—Referred to the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

(3) A supplementary memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung, who referring to 
his earlier application for the appointment 
of certain officers whose services he required 
in the despatch of foreign business, now 
reports their arrival in Shantung. Their 


names are P’eng Yii-fén (Z Bk #), 


Yang Chu (eB Bh, and Ma Wei-hsii 


%e 
CBR HE #8.) 

January 29th and 30th.—(1) A Decree. 
The Governor of Honan reports the dis- 
appearance of a Magistrate named Kwang 
Lien, who had been dismissed from the 
Kwang-shan District Magistracy. He has 
left his accounts unsettled, and omitted to 
report himself at the provincial capital as 
was his duty. He may have made his 
way to Peking, or may be hiding himself 
elsewhere. rders are given that his 
whereabouts be discovered. 

(2) The Tartar General at Hangchow and 
the Lieutenant Tartar General at Chapu, 
in Chehkiang, report having held the 
annual inspec*ion of the troops stationed at 
Hangchow and Chapu. The artillery and 
rifle practice were both good. 

(3) The Governor-General of Fuhkien and 
Chehkiang requests that a certain expectant 
Captain may be transferred from the army 
to the navy. It is true he originally began 
his career in the army, but all the service 
he has seen has been at sea. He has dis- 
tinguished himself in suppressing piracy ‘on 
the coast of Chehkiang, and is well versed 
inall nautical matters. He has considerable 
knowledge of Meteorology, and knows the 
coast well. A precedent is quoted when, 
under similar circumstances, an ofticer was 
allowed to exchange from one service to the 
other ; and in order that the man’s special 
qualifications may not be thrown away, and 
his valuable services lost, it is recommended 
that a similar course be now followed.— 
Granted. 
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(4) Chang Chao-tung, Governor, of 
Kwang-tung, requests His Majesty to 
conceal an appointment which had been 
conferred upon his son in recognition 
of his exertions to alleviate the misery 
caused by the famine in his native dis- 
trict. Chang Chao-tung, who is a native 


of Wei-hs‘en EER), in Shantung, sent 


some money to his son in that district with 
directions to use his utmost endeavours tu 
reduce the sufferings of the people in their 
neighbourhood. Some time after, he was 
surprised to see in the Peking Gazette that 
on the recommendation of the Governor of 
Shantung, his son had been appointed to 
an Assistant Secretaryship of a Board. 
Considering the high post which has been 
conferred on himself, and the marks of 
Imperial favour which his son has already 
received, Chang Chao-tung feels that he is 
totally unworthy of this last honour, and 
he earnestly entreats that his son’s appoint- 
ment may accordingly be cancelled.—Re- 
script :—Let him not persist in refusing 
to accept the post. 

January 31st and February 1st.—The 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh 
requests that a votive tablet may be placed 
in the temple of a certain deity in Ch’ing- 
yang Fu, in Kansuh, in order to gratify the 
wishes of the people who are anxious to 
testify their reverence for the deity in 
question. Last spring, when the prefecture 
was overrun with refugees from other 
parts, and when the prospect of a harvest 
was very gloomy, the Prefect, at the request 
of the inhabitants, headed a procession of 
the gentry of the place, who went to pray 
for rain at a temple in the hills to the 
North of the city. Here they remained 
seven days and nights, when abundant 
rain fell, and continued at intervals for a 
month, The pupular anxiety was at once 
relieved, and in their gratitude the inhabit- 
ants have entreated the Prefect to apply 
for a votive tablet to be placed in the 
temple, a request which the Governor- 
General endorses. 


February 2nd and 3rd.—(1) The Presid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments, in, 
obedience to a Decree previously published, 
reports upon the services of Wéng Tséng- 
kw’ei, a Secretary in the Board, who had 
been declared by the Censor Chang P’ei- 
lun to have been pushed on through 
favouritism and in disregard of the regula- 
tions of the service. The President of the 
Board explains that the regulations have in 
no wise been ignored, and that, so far as 
his fitness for the post is concerned, Wéng 
Taéng-kw’ei has, during the time he has 
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been employed in the Board, shewn him- 
self eminently qualified to discharge the 
duties of his office. 

(2) The Governor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture requests that 300 tan of rice 
may be annually supplied to a benevolent 
institution in Peking known as the Tzi- 


shan-t’ang (Bw, where over a 


thousand poor people are taken in and 
cared for during the winter. The place has 
hitherto been supported by voluntary 
contributions, and by an annual grant of 
Tis. 500 given by the Tsung-li Yamén out 


of the tonnage dues (EB), but the 


increasing number of applicants for relief 
makes it necessary for the managers to make 
an appeal to the Imperial bounty. 
February 4th and 5th.—(1) A Decree. 
Imperial regrets are expressed on receipt 
of the intelligence of the death of Liu 


Tien | HiL), late assistant Administrator 
of Military Affairs in Kansuh. It is ordered 
that the same honours be done him as in 
the case of a Vice-President of a Board. 
His son Liu Pen-chien is promoted to be a 
_ Prefect, and the second son, Liu Pén-tsé, 
to be an, assistant Secretary of a Board. 

(2) The Censor Lou Yii-chin denounces 
his colleague Ying Chén for conniving at 
frauds committed by the officials employed 
in the grain department. The two above- 
named Censors had been deputed to super- 
intend the delivery of the tribute rice last 
year, when to his intense astonishment Lou 
Yii-chin* discovered that his colleague was 
accepting bribes to connive at the short 
delivery of grain. The Censor fears that 
there may be others implicated in this 
business, and requests that a searching 
enquiry be ordered. 

(3) The Governor of Honan recommends 
the present Prefect of Kwei-té Fu, Ts’ai 
Keng-liang (BE RR) by name, as the 
official best qualified to fill the post of 
Prefect of K’ai-feng Fu, lately become 
vacant. 

(4) Tso Tsuns-t’ang reports that the 
Yamén of the Brigadier-General of Liang- 
chow in Kansuh was partially destroyed by 
fire in October last. The seal and the 
archives fortunately were saved. In com- 
pliance with the regulation, the Brigadier 
has been ordered to make good the damage 
caused by the fire. 

February 6th and 7th.—(1) The Governor 
of Honan reports that the damage done to 
the dykes by the rising of the river in the 


Wu-chih district (JE [Wy HH) has been re- 
paired. He had originally reported that 
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the work would cost Tls. 99,600, but when 
the repairs were almost completed a storm 
arose and a fresh breach was made by the 
waves beating against the bank. This 
estimate therefore will have been somewhat 
exceeded, but the Governor defers submit- 
ting the accounts until he shall himself 
have inspected the repairs. 


February 8th and 9th.—({1) A Decree. 
Nearly a month has elapsed since We called 
upon the Superintendent of the Granaries 
to inquire into the truth of the accusations 
brought against Ying Chen, and yet no 
report has been sent in. We direct that the 
report be immediately submitted without 
further delay. 

(2) The Governor of Honan submits a 
report of the trial of several small officials 
who had purloined some grain out of the 
relief establishment, of which they them- 
selves were in charge. The amount stolen 
was eleven tan and a half, which was 
djvided amongst those who had a hand in 
the robbery. They have all been sentenced 
to various periods of banishment, the’ 
punishment in each case being one degree 
more severe than in ordinary cases, in con- 
sequence of the property stolen having been 
rice intended for famine relief. 


February 10th._(1) A decree appointing 
Liao Shou-héng (5) to be Literary 
Chancellor of Honan. 

(2) A decree. Ch’eng-fu ( K® is trans- 


ferred to Kwangtung as Financial Commis- 
sioner ; Ch’ang-keng (fe B® is appointed 
Financial Commissioner of Honan ; Sung- 
chiin FARR) is named Judicial Commis- 
sionerof Kwangsi. 

(3) Pao-t’ing, Expositor in the Han-lin- 
yuan complains of the laxity now existing 
in the administration of the Government, 
and requests that a sterner tone may be 
made to prevail. If in spite of repeated 
commands to the contrary, the High Offi- 
cials at the capital still continue to dis- 
charge their duties without zeal and 
earnestness, it may well be imagined what 
a state of things exists in the provinces. 
The graver abuses which suggest themselves 
to him, Pao-t’ing proposes to expose one 
by one, with the steps he would recom- 
mend for their removal. 

First, he would have the Imperial Com- 
mands carried out within a definite time. 
Of late, whenever one of the Boards in the 
capital, or one of the provincial govern- 
ments, has been directed by Imperial Decree 
to take any action, the matter has been 
neglected and put aside, in the hope that 
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as time wore on His Majesty’s first inten- 
tion might be gradually forgotten ; and 
then an evasive reply has been sent up, or 
perhaps no reply at all, when no further 
notice has been taken of the matter. His 
Majesty having invited his Ministers to 
frankly state their views, Pao-t’ing has 
ventured more than once of late 
to make certain suggestions to the Throne, 
and on more than one occasion a Decree 
has been issued directing that these sug- 
gestions be carried out. And yet, in the 
end, what practical good has resulted, and 
how many abuses have been swept away? 
The best of plans, and the most beneficial 
of schemes, continue to exist only on paper. 
To let things take care of themselves, and 
stand quietly by, has grown to be the rule 
instead of the exception. It is only neces- 
sary to read the recent memorial of Yen- 
hsii on the arrears of Mongol Judicial 
cases to appreciate the truth of the above 
remark. To remedy the present evil, Pao- 
ting suggests that whenever an Imperial 
Decree is issued calling upon the metro- 
politan or provincial Authorities to take 
certain steps, a certain limit of time should 
be assigned them for the performance of 
their duty. Further, Pao-t'ing would re- 
quest Their Majesties, in the interval of 
their official business, occasionally to take 
up a case of importance, and if on examina- 
tion it prove to have been managed care- 
lessly, to severely punish those responsible 
for the negligence. 

The next abuse Pao-t’ing has to call 
attention to is the manner in which the 
Emperor is deceived by his Ministers. Of 
late years it has become the custom to sup- 
press the truth, and put on a false colour- 
ing, in reporting upon any matter with 
regard to which information has been called 
for from Peking. It has even happened 
that a forced interpretation has been given 
to the wording of the law, or irrelevant pre- 
cedents have been brought in, to justify a 
certain course of action. How seldom 
dves it happen that the facts of the case as 
set forth in the reports from the provinces 
correspond with the circumstances as 
detailed in the original memorial submitted 
by the Censors /—and unless the complaints 
of these latter are invariably misrepre- 
sentations, what conclusion can be come to 
but that the provincial governors are in 
the habit of glossing over or hushing up 
the difficulty. All this arises from the fact 
that His Majesty is still in his minority, 
and that Their Majesties the Empresses in 
the the seclusion of the palace hear little 
of what is passing outside; while the 
Ministers of the Grand Council console 
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themselves with the reflection that so 
long as the head of the State is lenient, 
it is not for them to be anything else. And 
thus it happens that both in the capital 
and in the provinces the Ministers deceive 
their Sovereign without fear of conse- 
quences, or without a sense of shame. As 
a remedy, Pao-t’ing suggests that the 
Ministers of the Grand Council should be 
required to criticise carefully every report 
coming up from the provinces, and to ex- 
pose all who venture to mispresent facts ; 
failing this, they should be denounced 
themselves, and held responsible. Thirdly, 
the prerogative of pardon should be had in 
greater respect. v grant a pardon is an 
act of grace on the part of the Sovereign. 
The person undergoing punishment has no 
right to hope for a remission of the sent- 
ence ; much less is it proper for any one 
else to apply for it on his behalf. Of 
recent years, it has fred eonly happened 
that when a disgraced official has made a 
contribution to the State, some person has 
come forward with a precedent, and re- 
qe that the sentence be remitted. 
hat is in fact an act of Imperial merey is 
thus treated as if it were a matter of 
routine ; and thus, while poverty debars 
the clean-handed official from enjoying the 
Imperial clemency, the dishonest servant 
uses his ill gotten gains to purchase im- 
munity, and a direct encovragement is 
given to greed and cupidity. The country’s 
revenues may be at a low ebb; but it is not 
of these paltry thousands that it stands in 
need. Is gold to be held in greater respect 
than the law, that money will purchase a 
pardon? Their Majesties are requested to 
issue orders that for the future, whenever 
a disgraced official may offer to make a con- 
tribution to the State, the facts of the case 
only, without any recommendation of a 
pardon, shal] be submitted to the Throne ; 
when, if it seem a suitable case, His Majesty 
may graciously pardon the offence; but 
unless the character of the individual in 
question be such as to entitle him to merci- 
ful consideration, and that his services are 
worth retaining, the proferred contribution 
should be declined, and the law allowed to 
take its course. These are the views of the 
memorialist, which he feels bound to sub- 
mit in return for the many favours he has 
received at the hands of His Majesty. 


February 11th.—(1) Lu Jen-k’ai (SE = 

) is appointed Grain Commissioner of 
Shantung. 

(2) Shén Pao-ching yy i) is ap- 

pointed Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsi 
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vice Kwo Ying (Hi | 
count of ill-health. 

(3) A Decree. The Board of Revenue 
reports that all the agencies in Peking for 
the purchase of office have been closed. 
We command that the same be done in the 
provinces, under whatever name _ these 
agencies may exist. Let the respective 
provincial governments devise other means 
of getting funds, and let them also, as soon 
as possible, close the accounts of these 
agencies and forward them to the Board, so 
that by the fifth moon at the latest the pres- 
ent system may have ceased tu exist. 

In conformity with the request of the 
Board of Revenue, We further direct that 
detailed statements be forwarded from all 
the provinces, showing the sums received, 
and the manner in which they have been 
expended, ever since the purchase of rank 
has been in existence. 

(4) Ho Ching, Governor-General of Min- 
cheh, and Wu Tsan-ch’eng, Acting Gov- 
ernor of Fuhkien, request that sacrifices 
may be offered at the stated periods in two 
temples lately erected in Formosa to the 
memory of soldiers who have recently died 
there, either in action or from disease.— 
Granted. 

February 12th.—(1) Wén Hui is appointed 
Taotai of the Kwang-jao-kiu-nan Circuit 
in Kiangsi. 

(2) Shao Hsien RB5 = Financial Com- 
missioner of Anhwei, reports having taken 
up his post on his return from Peking, 
where he had gone to have audience. 

February 13th. —(1) The Governor- 
General of Chihli reports the circumstances 
attending a case of murder in the Tientsin 
district. The facts are as follows :—One 
Li Chen-chia, finding himself without means 
to pay for a wife he had bought, sou-ht out 
a friend, Yti Ch’ang-yu, to borrow the neces- 
sary amount. As Yii had previously lent 
the applicant considerable sums, which had 
not yet been repaid, he declined to advance 
any more money. Hereupon Li asked Yu’s 
son to go to Wang San to see if he would lend 
the money—this Wang San being the man 
who had made peace between Li and Yii on 
a previous occasion when there had been 
some difficulty with reference to the out- 
standing debt. During the son’s absence, 
Li remarked that if Wang San was not able 
to advance the money, Yii would have to 
make out a promissory note for the amount. 
Yu replied that he was already a loser 
to a sufficient extent, and that he would 
lend no more. Angry words passed 
between the two, which ended in Li draw- 


), who retires on ac- 


Go gle 


[Fes. 11—14. 

















ing a knife and stabbing Yii. A astrugs! 
ensued, in the middle of which the s 
returned. He joined in, and having wrest 
the knife from the assailant proceeded 
stab Li in various places. The strug: 
continued, and as Li lay on the ground 
used foul language towards Yii’s son, n 
even sparing his ancestors ; and added tl 
when his wounds were well he would ha 
his revenge and do for both father and 80 
Mad with rage, the son hacked at him wi 
the knife until he died. Wang San, 
hearing of the affair, was afraid that, 
the person who had made peace when the 
was 8 ‘quarrel about the previous de 
he might get dragged in the affair, we 
out in the night and drowned himself in ¢ 
river.—The son has been sentenced to d 
capitation, and the father to receive 
blows and be banished for two years. 

February 14th.—(1) A Decree. T 
Prince of Kung; the Grand Secretary, Pao} 
Chiin ; the Assistant Grand Secretary, Sh 
Kwei-fén, the President of the Board 
Revenue, Ching Lien ; and the Vice-Pres 
dent of the Board of Ceremonies, Wai 
Wén-shao (members of the Grand Council 
have restored to them their rank, 
which they had been previously de 
prived, as a recognition of their assiduous 
devotion to the welfare of the State. In 
the same way, Li Hung-chang, Governor 
General of Chihli; Tso Tsung-t’ang, Gov- 
vernor-General of Shensi and Kansuh ; and| 
Shen Pao-chén, Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang, are to have some special re 
ward conferred on them by the Board 
Civil Office. In consideration of his aga, 
Ying Chao-yung is transferred from t! 
Vice-Presidentship of the Board of Reven 
to the same position in the Board 
Ceremonies, where the duties are lighter. 
Té Ch’un, vice-President of the Board oi 
Works; Hui Ch’iian, vice-President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency ; and Tsai 
Ch’ing, are allowed to retire on their present 
rank. 

(2) A decree appointing Hsii Chib- 
hsiang FRR #¥) Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Oftice. 

(3) A Decree. Ying Chén, who had been 
accused of conniving at the short delivery 
of tribute grain at T’ungchow is pronounced, 
after investigation, to be innocent of the 
charge; so also is he of the charge of 
allowing his son to accompany him and 
presume on his father’s position. Ying 
Chén, however, did not do his duty con- 
scientiously in punishing those implicated 
in the robbery of tribute grain; and in 
allowing his son’s constant presence to be 
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talked about, he gave rise to scandal and 
criticism.—Let him accordingly be handed 
to the Board for the infliction of a 
penalty. 

(4) Li Hung-chang reports that an expect- 
ant Magistrate named Cha Tsung-jén, taking 
pity on the desolate condition of the small 
farmers in Chihli, whose cattle had all died 
during the famine, and who were therefore 
unable to plough their land, went off to 
Mongolia to persuade the cattle breeders 
tv contribute animals for distribution in 
Chihli. He succeeded in thus getting toge- 
ther over three thousand head, all of which 
were driven into this province, and handed 
over to the most needy farmers. It is 
requested that Cha Tsung-jen may be left 
in Chihli to be employed as Magistrate 
on the occurrence of the first vacancy.— 
Granted. 

February 15th.—(1) A Decree. Ch’ung- 
Chi and Feng Yii-chi report having held a 
trial in the case of robbery at the house of 
the Imperial Guardsman Wo Hasing-ngo. 
They state that in the course of his exam- 
ination, the principal prisoner, Hsii Hwa, 
declared that a certain man named Fu had 
been concerned in another robbery at the 
house of a man named Ch’i; but after- 
wards he admitted that he had merely said 
this in order to get the man into trouble ; 
and the memorialists affirm that, in truth, 
Fu was found to be innocent. 

Their report further states that this said 
Chi, who had an old quarrel with Fu, 
sought to fasten suspicion on the latter by 
concealing one of his own pay-warrants in 
Fu’s house. In the end, when he had been 
confronted with many witnesses, Ch’i had 
toadmit his guilt. Shortly after, while in 
prison, he fell ill and died. In spite of 
the most clear testimony and the admission 
of the principal prisoner himself, Wo 
persists in denying that justice has been 
done, and still maintains that the pay- 
warrant is evidence against Fu, relying on 
the fact that now that the person who put 
the pay-warrant there is dead, it is impossi- 
ble to controvert his statement. 

On the same day, the Buard of Censorate 
memorialised Us to the effect that Wo 
Hsing-ngo had lodged an appeal in which 
he accused Ch’ung Ch’i of having caused 
the man Ch’i to be tortured in order to 
make him admit that he himself had con- 
cealed the pay-warrant in Fu’s house ; and 
that under this torture he died. Wo further 
accuses Ch’ung Ch’i of having used torture 
to make the prisoner Hsii recall his previous 
statement to the effect that Fu was associated 


with him in the robbery, and to confess that _ 


he alone was concerned. 
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In order to arrive at the truth of 
this affair, We command Chih Ho and En Fu 
to proceed post-haste to Kirin and there 
hold an investigation. They will carefully 
examine Ch’i’s body to ascertain whether 
he died from illness or under torture. The 
staff of secretaries and clerks who accom- 
pany Chih Ho and En Fu will also travel 
post-haste. 

(2) A decree appointing Chén Shih- 


chieh (BE +%& to be Financial Com- 
missioner of Fuhkien, and T’an Chiin- 


pei (ABB) to be Judicial Commis- 
sioner of Shantung. 

(3) A Decree. Li P’ei-ching, Governor of 
Kwei-chow, is degraded three steps and 
ordered to bes removed from his present 
post. 


(4) Ya Kw’an EE is appointed 
Governor of Kwangtung, and Li Ming- 


ch’eh (45 SEZ) Governor of Fuhkien. 
(5) Chang Shu-shéng (ae Bt @) is ap- 


pointed Governor of Kwei-chow. 

(6) Liu Tien, formerly Assistant Ad- 
ministrator of Military Affairs in Shensi 
aud Kansuh, reports that he handed over 
charge to Yang Ch’ang-chiin, his successor, 
on the Ist of January last, and that if his 
health permit it, he will start on his return 
home to Hunan on the 10th of February. 


(7) Chou Ta-wu ( JA iz mw), Commander- 


in-chief of the Chinese forces in Kansuh, 
reports his arrival at his post in Kan-chow 
Fu. He had audience on 25th June last, 
travelled by way of Tientsin and Hankow, 
and arrived at Kan-chow Fu on the 20th 
December. In passing through Kansuh he 
found the harvest good, and observed that 
the Mahomedan barbarians were living in 
peace. 

February 16th.—(1) A Decree making 
the following appointments and changes :— 


Fu Ch’ing-yi (fff et AG), to Financial 
Commissioner of An-hwei; T’an Chiin-pei 


(34 $4 HH), Iudicial Commissioner of 
Hunan ; Ling Chieh (92S), to be Judi- 


cial Commissioner in Shantung. 


(2) Sang Ch’un-yung (3 Zp 4B), Prosid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments, is allowed 
to retire on account of sickness. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports that 
he has received a petition from a number 
of notables from Chehkiang under the 
following circumstances: An old lady 
named Ching Yang, of the Shang-yii dis- 
trict in Chehkiang, upon hearing of the 


distress prevailing in Honan, directed her 
three sons, Ching Yuan-shan, Ching Yuan- 
jen, and Ching Yuan-yu, to get together 
the sum of Taels 40,000 in Shanghai, and 
after selecting some benevolent persons to 
accompany them, to proceed to the Ling- 
pao district in Honan and spend the 
money in relieving distress. Last Autumn, 
learning that their mother was ill, the sons 
wished to return home, but she wrote 
forbidding them to leave the place, saying 
that to save life was the more important 
duty. By selling her clothes and ornaments 
she was able to get together another thous- 
and taels, which she sent to be used with 
the rest. In October last, she died; and 
the notables request that permission be 
obtained to erect an honorary portul to 
her memory, with an account of her good 
deeds cut into the stone.—The request is 
granted by Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Honan states that 
Shén Tun-lan, Taotai of Chinkiang, who 
has become entitled to a reward for his 
contribution to the Honan famine relief 
fund, has expressed a wish to receive a pea- 
cock’s feather.—The application is referred 
to the Board. 

(5) The Governor of Honan, referring 
to a suggestion made a year ago, that all 
distilleries in the province should be closed, 
states that owing to the high prices of grain 
the distillers had to give up business, and 
that spirit-making ceased of itself without 
the intervention of the law. Now that 
last Autumn’s crops have brought down the 
price of grain, these distilling establish- 


ments are being started again ; and the ' 


Governor does not propose to interfere with 
the freedom of trade ; but at the same time 
he will carry out the decision of the Board 
of Revenue that only the distilleries al- 
ready existing shall be allowed tu continue 
working, and that no new ones may for the 
future be started. 

February 17th.—(1) The following ap- 
pointments and changes are notified :— 


Wéng T’ung-yé B fal ) to be Presid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments; P’an 
Teu-yin (7S ij ZS), Vice-President of the 
Censorate ; Wang Wén-shao (E HR) 


Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
and President of the 'hree Treasuries ; 


Ch’i Shih-ch’ang ( ir tH: fe), Vice-Presid- 
ent of the Board of Ceremonies ; Wang 
Hwa-t’ang (=F AV), Salt Commissioner 
of Chehkiang. 


(2) The Governor of Honan suggests, 
now that there is no longer such urgent 
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need of relief in his province, that all t 
money collected in the other provinces 
the Honan relief agencies should 
diverted to Shausi, where much dis 
still prevails. 


(3) The Governor of Honan reports t 
last year be set all the able-bodi 
refugees to work on the embankme' 
round the city. The repairs are no 
finished, but as it would be cruel to se 
these men about their business in + 
middle of the Winter, he proposes empl 
ing them in removing the sandhills whi 
have accumulated against the North w 
of the city to half the height of the w 
itself. The aged, sick, and young will, 
before, be taken care of in the relié 
establishments. 


February 18th.—(1) The Governor of: 
Kwei-chow reports the proceedings in 4 
trial for the murder of a concubine. The 
accused, Shih, who kept a pawnshop, hads 
concubine named Wan, and a shop assistant 
named Ch’én, and these two were 8 
well acquainted that the woman did not 
retire when he was present. One day Shih 
had to attend a funeral, and left home for 
the day. The concubine Wan, taking 1 
little girl aged ten with her, also left the 
house, under the pretext that she was going 
to see her relations. Instead of so doing, 
however, she retired with the shop assistant 
Ch’én to a lonely spot in the hills, and there 
spent the day. They did not get home 
until Shih had returned, and Shih noticing 
that she looked uneasy, suspected thai 
there was something wrong, and ques 
tioned her. She, however, persisted in 
maintaining her innocence, and refused to 
admit her guilt until the little girl disclosed 
all that had passed. It was then too late 
in the evening to send the shop assistant 
to the authorities, but Shih bound him 
hand and foot, and put him in charge of the 
watchman. During the night he managed 
to undo his bonds and make off while the 
watchman was asleep; and the concubine 
upon learning that her paramour was away, 
recanted her previous admissions, and 
again maintained her innocence. Getting 
exasperated, her master ‘struck her, and 
upon her declaring that she would make 
away with herself, he forced some opium 
down her throat, from the effects of which 
she died next day. 


The punishments meted out are :—One 
hundred blows to the pawn-broker and 
eighty blows to the watchman for his care- 
lessness in allowing the adulterer to escape. 
Ch’én, on being apprehended, will be dealt 
with according to law. 
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February 19th.—The Governor-General 
of Sze-chw’an suggests a plan which will 
enable him to put a stop to the system of 
giving presents of money by subordinate 
officials to their superiors. As is well known, 
he remarks, the system of making presents 
of money to one’s superiors in office, on 
festivals and birthdays, has been in vogue 
for over two hundred years ; it is not a very 
reputable custom, but under the circum- 
stances there is no help for it. No allow- 
ance is made to officials for the expenses of 
their office, and their pay, subject as it is to 
many deductions, is quite insufficient to 
meet the many calls made upon it on public 
account. In some of the other provinces 
there exists a fund on which tv draw, built 
up out of the surplus grain tax paid as 
“waste allowance,” and out of the profits 
made in the process of commuting the 
grain tax for a money payment. A similar 
fund, however, is now being accumulated 
out of the profits derived from the turn of 
the scale in receiving payment for the Sze- 
chw’an Salt, and the Salt Office has signified 
its consent to the money so collected being 
used to defray the office expenses of the 
various authorities in the province. From 
the beginning of the present year, accord- 
ingly, the custom of giving presents will be 
strictly forbidden, and any officer, whether 
as donor or recipient, who ventures to dis- 
regard the injunctions now laid on the 
provincial authorities will be impeached. 

February 20th.—A Decree. When the 
Magazine with large stores of ammunition 
was destroyed by fire in the summer of 
1876, Li Hung-chang merely reported the 
accident without submitting a detailed list 
of the articles destroyed. Having now 
been called upon for particulars, he states 
that there were consumed in the fire, nine 
million rifle caps, 800,000 fuses, 6,400 tents, 
5,500 rifles, 38 gun-carriages, and other 
articles, adding that he had made no de- 
tailed return because, according to regula- 
tions, no one had to be held pecuniarily 
responsible. Military stores should be most 
carefully guarded ann watched. The present 
accident does not come within the category 
referred to by Li Hung-chang. The ofticers 
responsible must make good the loss, and 
stringent orders must be issued requiring 
greater vigilance in the future. 

February 21st.—A Decree. The Censor 
Wang Ping points out that seed grain is 
urgently needed in the province of Shansi, 
and recommends that some may be pur- 
chased in Chihli, where grain is now un- 
usually cheap. Let the Governor of Shansi 
send to Chihli to purchase seed grain for 
immediate transport to Shansi, and let 
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him also distribute such seed as he may 
now have in hand. 

Let also the Governor of Shansi, the 
Famine Commissioner in that province, and 
the Governor of Anhwei inquire into the 
truth of the charge brought against the 
expectant Prefect Shao Hwai-fang, that, 
having been sent to Chou-chia-k’ou with 
Tis. 60,000 to buy grain in 1877, he went 
instead to his native place in Anhwei, 
and bought up the grain there, which he 
kept until the summer of 1878, when he 
re-sold it at a profit. 

(2) The Governor-General of Sze-chw’an 
reports that the salt merchants in the prov- 
ince have undertaken at their own expense 
to improve the water communication be- 
tween Sze-chw’an and the salt depdts in 
Kwei-chow and Yiinnan. It will greatly 
facilitate navigation, and give employment 
to the destitute people living along the 
banks, 


February 22nd.—A Decree. Liu K’un- 
yi reports the successful termination of the 
operations against the Annamese and border 
rebels. The Annamese rebel chief, Liu 
Te-chang-erh, having had the temerity to 
league himself with the Chinese rebels, and 


make raid on Ch’in Chow (2K fH), the 


Civil and Military authorities of the district 
acting in concert with the Annamese troops, 
brought a force against him, and completely 
routed his rebel band, killing a large num- 
ber, and destroying all their strongholds. 
The rising, it must be admitted, was 
very promptly suppressed ; but at the same 
time there is no clue to the whereabouts 


of the rebel leader Liu Te-chang-erh e-: 
fifi H—), and the rebel chief Wén 


A-tan (iH ae Bl) is still at large. Let 
Liu K’un-yi give orders that a strict search 
be made, and that it be ascertained whe- 
ther it be true that Liu Té-chang-erh was 
killed by a cannon shot. Wén A-tan must 
be seized, as well as any others who may 
be at large, in order that the extermination 
may be complete. 

(2) The Governor of Fuhkien requests 


that Chung Hung-kw'ei ($8 2B 348), 


Acting Magistrate of Chang-hwa Hsien 


(tL Be) in Formosa, may be stript of 
his rank, as a preliminary to being brought 
to trial. ‘I'he offences with which he is 
charged are :—(1) that when a certain junk 
was wrecked and pillaged by the people on 
shore, he took a force to the spot and 
burned some villages, and imposed a fine 
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of $5,000 on some others. Out of this, 
$2,000 were given as compensation to the 
junk, and the remaining $3,000 have not 
yet been paid ; (2) that on discovering that 
gambling was going on in a certain house, 
he confiscated the premises and sold them ; 
(3) that in a certain judicial case he fined 
the defendant $600 for failing to obey the 
order of the Court ; (4) that he fined a man 
$400 for being behindhand with his contri- 
bution of grain to the Shansi famine ; and (5) 
that when one of his subordinates carelessly 
allowed a prisoner to escape, he seized all 
his property and sold it, expending the 
money, as he said, in repairs to his official 
residence. Pillaging wrecks, the Governor 
points out, is too common in Formosa ; 
and gambling is a vice that should be 
stamped out. The infliction ofa fine is not 
the proper penalty in such cases. To be 
behindhand with one’s contribution is not 
a criminal offence, and the imposition of 
such a heavy fine was a gross injustice. It 
is requested that the Acting Magistrate may 
be brought to trial, in order that it may be 
discovered whether he has been guilty of 
appropriating to himself the fines he has 
been imposing. 

February 23rd.—A Decree ordering an 
enquiry to be made into a charge brought 
against Li Yuan-hwa, Financial Commis- 
sioner of Shantung, and Ma Ying-kw’ei, 
Prefect of Ts’ao-chow, of falsifying the 
accounts of the Yellow River embankment 
repairs. . 

(2) The Governor of Kwei-chow reports 
the sentences passed on certain men con- 
victed of having conterfeited the official 
seal of the Governor and Commander-in- 
chief of Kwei-chow ; and of having obtained 
money by means of forged documents. 
The principal offender is sentenced to 
death ; the others to banishment. 

February enor Tso Tsung-t’ang re- 
ports the arrival at ] an-chow Fu of Yang 
Ch’ang-chiin $F Eh YY, Assistant Admin- 
istrator of affairs in Turkestan. 

(2) A memorial from the same states that 
Yang Oh’ang-chiin has been provided with 
a seal bearing the words ‘‘ Ex-Governor of 
Chehkiang, decorated by Imperial order 
with the button of the fourth rank, Assist- 
ant Administrator of affairs in Kansuh and 
Turkestan ;” and it is requested that in 
order to avoid the delay which would be 
incurred were reference always to be made 
to Tso Tsung-t’ang at Su-chow Fu, twenty 
stages off, Yang Ch’ang-chiin may be 
allowed to address the Throne directly on 
questions specially coming under his cog- 
nizance.—Granted by Rescript. 
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(3) The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chehkiang recommends Cheng ‘T'sung: 


jui (8) SH), at present Magistrate of 
the Yung-fu district, for the post of 


Magistrate of the Hou-kwan district (FR 


yen 9) in which the city of Foochow is 


situated. 

(4) The Governor-General of the twa 

wang provinces requests that memorial 
portals may be erected in honour of certain 
individuals who subscribed largely for the 
relief of the distress caused by the over- 
flowing of the West and North rivers in 
Kwangtung. ‘ 

February 25th.—(1) Chi Ko and En Lin 
report themselves on their return from 
Corea. 

(2) The Governor-General of Szechw’an 
states his intention of making a quarterly 
allowance for office expenses to the Tartar 
General and Lieutenant-General at Ch’eng- 
tu Fu out of the fund derived from surplus 
payment for salt by the monopolists. At 
present the Tartar General and Lieutenant- 
General have nothing but their pay, which 
is barely sufficient for their private 
wants. 

February 26th.—(!) Liu Hsi-hung, late 
Minister in Germany, reports himself on 
his return to Peking. He had audience 
the same day. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, reports the death 


of Liu Tien (Qf) HHL), late Assistant Ad- 


ministrator of Military affairs in Turkestan, 
and submits a statement @f his public 
services. 

February 27th.—The Governor of Hunan 
applies on behalf of Yang Yii-k’o, recently 
appointed Brigadier-General of Kao-chow 
in Kwangtung, for three months’ leave, in 
order that he may put the family graves in 
order. 

February 28th.—(1) Postscript memorial 
from Tso Tsung-t’ang stating that he is in 
receipt of a report from General Chang Yao 
to the effect that the Hakim of Shayarh in 
Kuche, Abdulah by name, had been mal- 
treating the people under his jurisdiction, 
and extorting money from the Mohamedan 
landowners. Further, that in the house of 
the said Hakim had been discovered 33 
foreign rifles, with bullets and gunpowder. 
Seeing that this man Abdulah had not only 
been spared when Turtestan was re-con- 
quered, but had also been appointed Hakim 
of a district, it is a serious aggravation of 
his ingratitude that he should now harass 
the people under him, and harbour seditious 
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designs against the State. Tso Tsung-t’ang 
has sent instructions that he be at once 
decapitated, and that his accomplices be 
flogged to death. 

March Ist.—(1) A Decree banishing 
Wang Hsing-ts’un, formerly Magistrate of 
the Jung-ho district (& Jr] WBA) in Shansi, 


to the Amur for having illegally levied a 
fine of a thousand taels from a person in 
his district who had been ordered by him 
to subscribe a certain quantity of grain to 
the famine relief fund. 

(2) A Decree expressing regret on receipt 
of the intelligence of the death of Kwei 
Ch’ing, Superintendent of the Granaries. 

(8) A Decree making the following ap- 
pointments :—Chi Ko to be Superintendent 
of the Granaries ; Ch’ang Hsii to be Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments ; Ch'i Hsin to be Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the same Board ; Hai Chen to be 
Vice-President of the Board of Works; 
Al: Ch’ang-ah to be Vice-President of the 
Mongolian Superintendency. 

(4) The Governor-General of the two 
Kwang provinces reports that the Financial 
Commissioner, Yang Ch’ing-lin, has been 
compelled to go into mourning for his 


mother, and requests that Ching Fu aK 


*), who has recently been promoted 
from Judicial Commissioner of Kwangtung 
to Financial Commissioner in Honan, may 
be allowed to remain as acting Financial 
Commissioner in Kwangtung until a new 
appointment is made. 

(5) The Governor-General of Fuhkien 


requests that P’eng Ao (Bz ) may be 
appointed as Magistrate of the Min district 


(fa) RR), which is the most important 


district in the province, the reasons assigned 
being that at Nan-t’ai foreigners and 
Chinese are living together, and that 
brigandage has again become common about 


Shang-kan ck ). P’eng Ao has already 
temporarily occupied the post, and made 
himself very popular in the district. 

March 2nd.—(1) A Decree. The Censor 
Huang Yuan-shan memorialises requesting 
that orders may be given for a systematic 
Testitution of the grain transport by river. 
The river route was orizinally the per- 
manent channel for the transport of the 
annual subsidies in the form of grain de- 
manded by the State from the Southern and 
Eastern provinces for the support of the 
Peking granaries. The subsequent adop- 
tion of the sea route in consequence of the 


was only a temporary expedient. Of late, 
only the tribute grain fiom the districts 
North of the Yangtsze has been attempted 
to be conveyed by river and that in incon- 
siderable quantities. Officers, high and low, 
have repeatedly advocated the resumption 
of the uld system, but the expense connected 
with the repairs to the banks of the Yellow 
River and Grand Canal, and the control of 
their waters, rendered it difficult at the 
time to concentrate any efforts in this direc- 
tion. The Censor’s statement that the 
grain transport by river should be used as 
a means of enriching the State and ad- 
vantaging the people, and that as it has not 
long ceased tu be availed of it is not too late 
to resume it, cannot be said to be without 
perspicacity. Let the Director-General of 
the Yellow River, the Director-General of 
the Grain Transport, and the Governors- 
General and Governors of the provinces, 
through which these waters run, give their 
careful consideration to the proposal, and 
if they have any views on the subject of 
the resumption of grain transport by river 
let then report the same tu Us in detail. 
We learn that abuses exist in connection 
with the annual repairs to river works in 
Shantung, and that grants received for this 
purpose are not altogether applied to the 
object for which they are issued. Wecom- 
mand the high officers concerned to break 
through the fetters of prejudice and favour- 
itism, and to see that work is honestly and 
carefully performed by the officers under 
their respective control. 

(2) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a memorial from the Censor Huang 
Yuan-shan, pointing out abuses:in connec- 
tion with lekin collectorates, and certain 
judicial courts. Reform in both these 
branches is enjoined on provincial Gov- 
ernors-General and Governors. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a memorial from the Board 
of Revenue in answer to a decree published 
in the issue of the 8th January, ordering the 
abolition of offices for the sale of rank and 
titles in the capital and in the provinces, 
and calling for a return of the annual re- 
ceipts derived from this system, with sug- 
gestions as to the manner in which funds 
can be raised to take the place of the re- 
venue that will thus be lost. The Board 
lost no time in communicating this decree 
to the high authorities of the provinces in 
which the purchase system is in furce, and 
they beg now humbly to observe that in the 
* Dynastic Institutes” it is provided that 
all certificates for the purchase of the 
degree of Senior Licentiate or Licentiate, or 
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as commutative rank or “‘ honorary record,” 
shall be issued by the Board of Revenue, 
which shall also be charged with the con- 
trol of any temporary arrangements of the 
same nature. The “term temporary arrange- 
ments” applies to extra privileges that were 
allowed to be purchased when funds for 
military expenditure or river works were 
found to be insufficient, and were abolished 
when military operations ceased for river 
works no longer required additional funds. ] 
At the close of the year 1850, when causes 
for military expenditure were continually 
arising, and the want of funds was a 
constant source of anxiety, numerous ex- 
pedients for raising money were adopted, 
such as Government notes, paper money, 
iron cash, the ten cash, and thousand cash 
jiece, etc., all of which were sooner or 
ter abandoned, with the exception of the 
ten cash piece and the purchase system, as 
they ‘were found to give rise to numerous 
abuses and to be productive of national 
harm. The ten cash piece has been so 
long in circulation in Peking, that an 
abrupt change in the currency pf the 
capital would be inexpedient. The purchase 
system is not without its benefits and 
advantages to the income and expenditure 
of the Board, and has also this merit that 
it is a willing and spontaneous contribution 
from wealthy graduates, who are not in any 
way forced into it. It is for this reason 
that application has not been made for its 
abolition. Since its adoption, however, 
the various provinces in which it is in force 
have applied, first one and then the other, 
for permission to reduce the tariff, with the 
result that the regulations in connection 
therewith have become both numerous and 
complicated. Some of the more import- 
ant (among the changes introduced), as, 
for instance, purchase of military rank, of 
exemption from removal from a particular 
st, or immunity from inspection, and the 
ike, have at one time or another been put 
a stop to at the request of the Board, but 
the reduction of rates has rendered the 
purchase of rank comparatively easy, and 
when once a candidate has passed through 
the ‘‘selection” stage and been sent out 
to a province, it is difficult to judge of 
his merits and qualifications, while the 
existence of different rates at various agen- 
cies renders the growth of corruption 
more easy. The memorialists then proceed 
to enter with much detail into the income 
derived from various branches of this 
system and the fluctuating value of their 
receipts, but the accounts rendered are so 
confusing that it is almost impossible to 
reduee these to an intelligible schedule. 
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Whatever the amount of income may by, 
they hope that the abolition of agencies fu 
the sale of office in the provinces will 
bring such an increase of contributions int 
the legitimate channel sanctioned by th 
** Dynastic Institutes” that the cessati 
of all other forms of contribution in the 
capital will not affect the yearly income 
Should their anticipations not be realiselJ 
they must endeavour to make good 
deficit from the supplementary milits 
grants for Peking. It will be for each 
provincial Government to submit its ow 
proposals as to the manner in which th 
gap caused by the abolition of these agen 
cies is to be filled. (See Gazette of 8th Jan, 

March 3rd.—{1) A decree ordering the 
immediate execution of Tuan Ting-yo, sub} 
Prefect of Chi-chow in Shansi, who hag 
been tried and found guilty on a charge dj 
dishonesty in connection with the distriby 
tion of certain relief funds entrusted to him’ 

(2) Li Shén ZEPF is appointed Tachi 
of the Yén-yii-sui circuit in Shénsi. 

(8) Pao Chao, formerly Commander-it 
chief in Chékiang, reports the destruction 
of his dwelling house by fire and the los 
a number of valuable Imperial gifts, f 
which piece of carelessness he prays that he 
may be committed to the Board for the ix 
fliction of a penalty. A common and in 
ferior scholar residing in a humble cottage, 
a useless log, whose talents are of the 
meanest order, he has been enriched by 
the special favours of his Sacred Master, and 
has frequently rendered thanks for the 
treasures that have been bestowed updo 
him by the Heavenly Household. Patent 
of nobility rendering honor to his progent 
tors and his ancestry, Imperial commands 
through which instruction has descended ot 
him upon numerous points, extraordinary 
gifts with which he has been supplied, have 
enriched and glorified him to a vast degree. 
Having retired from oftice on account ofill- 
health and returned to his home, he builts 
two-storied study or library in the easter 
Court of his house, placing all the precious 
articles bestowed on him by the Imperial 
bounty, as well as the Imperial authographi¢ 
scrolls, patents, etc., in the upper story of 
the building on the 19th May last. Some 
masons who were repairing his house let 
some fire fall in the grass [of the cour 
yard] which was not perceived until it had 
ignited some discarded mats and the flame 
had spread to the wall of the house from 
whence volumes of smoke arose which at 
tracted the notice [of the inmates.] By 
this time the workmen had left, and there 
were not many people in the house to 
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contend with the flames, which were fanned 
vy a strong wind; but thanks to the united 
xertions of the civil and military author- 
ties the neighbouring buildings were saved 
nd the fire was confined to the library, 
vhich was entirely destroyed. More than 
ialf of the Imperial presents in the upper 
‘oom were rescued from the flames, but 
hree copies of Imperial instructions, eleven 
vatent scrolls, and numerous memorials 
‘eturning thanks for favours received, on 
vhich endorsements in ‘‘ vermilion” had 
veen made, were completely destroyed. 
Che memorial concludes with a string of 
elf reproaches couched in the most flowery 
anguage.—Rescript: Let him be com- 
uitted to the Board for the infliction of a 
venalty. 

March 4th.—(1) A Decree. Mei Chi- 
thao requests that certain officers charged 
vith the administration of lekin matters 
nay be severally cashiered or punished. 
[sou Sun-shu, expectant sub-Prefect of 
Yhékiang, who was deputed to take charge 
of the Hsi-tien station in the Ning-hai dis- 
vict, created a serious disturbance by the 
ines and penalties he inflicted for evasion 
f duties, and for this he certainly ought to 
xe punished. Let him therefore be cashier- 
od forthwith. Fang Kwan-lan, expectant 
Magistrate, who was charged with the 
mpervision of the Hav-ho station outside 
the city of Ningpo, though guilty of no 
2xceasive exactions, in that he was unable to 
vontrol his subordinates, whose altercation 
with certain boatmen was the origin of a dis- 
srbance, failed to exercise proper scrutiny 
and supervision. He, too, cannot find an 
excuse for his culpability, and We command 
that he be handed over to the Board for the 
jetermination of a penalty. 

(2) A decree ordering ti Hung-chang to 
provide a sum of Tis. 16,000 from any 
available source for the construction of a 
toad and other expenses in connection with 
the final interment of the remains of the 
late Emperor and Empress. 

(3) Hwang Shou-ch’ien and Pao Lien are 
ordered to proceed with all speed on a 
special mission to Shantung, 

(4) A decree in answer to the representa- 
tions of a Censor, enunciating afresh the 
existing prohibitions against the manufac- 
ture of cash by private individuals, and the 
melting down of the cash currency into 
utensils of different kinds, 

March 5th.—(Court Circular), Ts’én 
Yii-ying, late Governor of Yiinnan, paid 
his respects on the expiration of his mourn- 
ing. 

(1) A decree in answer to a report from 
Ngén Ch’éng and T’ung Hwa, the two 
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high officers specially appointed to investi- 
gate a certain case in the Tung-siang dis- 
trict in Szechuen. They state that they 
have found great difficulty in eliciting cor- 
rect answers from Li Yu-héng, a com- 
mander-in-chief who has been cashiored, 
his attitude being blustering and tricky in 
the extreme. At one moment he makes 
admissions, and at another he denies these 
admisssions. Authority is hereby given to 
these high officers to exercise the greatest 
severity against this ex-official, with a view 
to ascertaining the true facts of the case 
they have been called upon to investigate. 
They further complain of the dilatoriness 
and want of energy of the Tung-siang 
Magistrate in summoning certain witnesses 
they wish to examine. He is hereby com- 
mitted to the Board for the infliction of a 
penalty. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from the same officers, who had been 
directed to investigate an accusation of the 
Censor Wu-chén charging Ting Pao-chéng, 
Governor-General of Szechuen, with hav- 
ing, at the advice of a certain Taotai, re- 
moved a dyke or embankment, and thereby 
caused considerable damage. The facts 
alleged are found to be untrue, but they 
discover that by the substitution of a stone 
embankment instead of the earth works at 
the place in question, the bed of the river 
was narrowed, and the consequent pressure 
of the water carried away nearly half of the 
new embankment, which was 1,300 feet in 
length, so that Ting Pao-chéng’s report, 
which stated that only 30 feet had been 
carried away, was very far from represent- 
ing the actual extent of the damage. The 
decree then proceeds to censure the Gov- 
ernor-General in the strongest terms, 
Instead of giving his careful attention to the 
matter in the first instance, he trusts to the 
advice of another person, and hastily makes 
changes which involve a large expenditure of 
public money and end in a rupture of the 
newembankment. He then fails to report 
the actual state of the case, and when called 
upon for an explanation adheres to his 
statement that there had been no damage 
at all, and endeavours to evade the responsi- 
bility of his actions by garbled and em- 
bellished statements. He is accordingly 
committed to the Board for the infliction 
of @ penalty. Ting Shih-shan, the Taotai 
at whose instigation he made the change, 
and the acting Magistrate of the Kwan 
District, the two officers who were entrusted 
with the work, had the handling of large 
sums of money in connection therewith, 


‘and the want of veracity that has been 


discovered lays them open to suspicions of 


dishonesty and peculation which must be 
cleared up by the high commissioners. As 
a first step, they will be committed to the 
Board for the infliction of a penalty. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a long memorial, of over 
forty pages, reporting the trial of a case of 
burglary and murder in the province of 
Kirin. The evidence taken is given in full, 
and the memorial cuncludes with an ex- 
pression of contrition from Ch’ung Ch’i, 
one of the memorialists, for his failure to 
arrive at the truth in an earlier hearing for 
which he incurred the Imperial censure. 
(See Gazette of 15th February.) 

March 6th.—(Court Circular). Ts’én 
Yii-ying, Ex-Governor of Yunnan, had 
audience. 

(1) A Decree. An Siang, Supervising 
Censor of the Banner Corps, reports that 
the rice stored in the Granary known as 
the Nan-sin-ts’ang has mildewed and gone 
off, and is unfit for the consymption of the 
troops; while the Censor of the Public 
Granaries requests that We will issue orders 
for some action to be taken in this matter. 
That the rice in the Imperial Granaries 
should be [carefully stored] is a matter of 
the greatest importance, and yet it is stated 
by those in command of the Plain Red 
Banner corps, that the rice which should 
have been issued from that Granary to this 
corps for the present month has mildewed 
and gone off, and is unfit for the use of the 
men. This state of things is indeed un- 
constitutional, and We command Chiny 
Lien and Ho Shou-tz’i to go to the 
Nan-sin-ts’ang and find out how it was 
that the grain stored in the various 
ngao or bins should have changed colour 
and mildewed. They will also carefully 
ascertain what quantity of grain there 
is in store, and whether it falls short of 
the proper amount, in which case they 
will unsparingly denounce the delinquents. 
Let the Board: of Revenue instruct the 
Granary officers toissue a fresh supply of rice. 

(2) A votive tablet is granted for the 
temples to the God of War and the tute- 


lary deity ( =}) of the city of Chang-té, 
Y 


in Honan, as a token of gratitude for 
responses to prayers for rain. 

(3) A decree cashiering a number of minor 
officials denounced by T’an Chung-lin, 
Governor of Shénsi. The sub-Director of 
Studies, in the Lo-yang District, is a super- 
ficial busy-body who has not the charac- 
teristics of a scholar; the district police 
master of Ch’éng-ku does not keep a pro- 
per control over himself and has a bad 
reputation ; the police master of Lo-yang 
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is a fool with an evil disposition ; and the 
police master of Shao-kuo has a very 
ordinary reputation with an absence of 
self esteem. They are all dismissed. 

(4) Li Hung-chang prays that the per 
mission for the reduction of the salt 
licenses issued for the Ch’ang-lu area my 
be extended for a further period of fire 
years, as a succession of unfruitful seasons 
has seriously interfered with the salt trade. 
He gives a return of the number of licenses 
issued and the sales effected for many years 
past, and states that only a fourth of the 
yin or lots for which permits were issuel 
during the past year were disposed vf. 
Referred to the Board of Revenue. 

March 7th.—(Court Circular.) Chan; 
Shu-shéng, Governor of Kweichow, hai 
audience of leave. 

(1) A Decree. Liu K’un-yi requests the 
bestowal of posthumous honors upon a 
Financial Commissioner now deceased, and , 
begs that a title may be given him and his 
official biography be compiled by the State 
Historiographer’s office. Yang Ch’ing-liv, 
late Financial Commissioner of Kwany- 
tung, who rose from the rank of Han-lin 
to his late position, was a faithful servant, 
and his death from grief at the loss of his 
mother is indeed pitiable. Let him be 
committed to the Board for the bestows, 
of the posthumous honors assigned to 
Financial Commissioners. The substitution 
of another name is specially an Imperial 
prerogenre and may not rashly be applied 
or by our servants, Yang Ch’ing-lin did 
his duty thoroughly and completely, but 
his merits were not of an extraordinary 
type. The application for the bestowal of 
a posthumous title upon him, and for the 
compilation of his official biography, #8 
most improper. Let Liu K’un-yi be com 
mitted to the Board for the infliction of 3 
penalty, as well as the Governor and Liter- 
ary Chancellor of Kwangtung. 

(2) Memorial from Chung Ch’i, Vice 
President of the Board of Civil Office, on 
special duty in Kirin, reporting the death 
in prison of one of the parties in a cas 
that he was called upon to investigate, 

(3) Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang Provinces, reports that 
Chang Chao-tung, Governor of Kwang- 
tung, is compelled to vacate his post 1 
consequence of the death of his mother, 
and begs that an officer may be appointed 
to take his place. Pending the appoint: 
ment of a successor, the Governor's seals 
have been entrusted to Ch’éng Fou, the 
Financial Commissioner, who will perform 
the acting duties of the post. 
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March 8th.—({1) A decree temporarily 
suspending the Censor Ying Chén from his 
duties, and directing him to appear at the 
Board of Punishments to give an explana- 
tion of certain assertions made by him that 
are not fully credited by the Board. A 
member of the Censor’s household having 
committed an offence, he was called upon 
to give him up to the Board for trial, but 
ignored repeated demands for his surrender 
until at last he declared that the man was 
dead. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung- 
tang praying that certain ofticers who are 
crippled by wounds received in action may 
be excused from cavalry and archery drill. 
Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Memorial from the Commissioners of 
the Board of Granaries reporting the result 
of an investigation into certain charges of 
fraud brought by the Censor Lou Yii-chin 
against his colleague Ying-chén in cunnec- 
tion with the supervision of the delivery of 
tribute rice. In order to arrive at the truth 
of this matter, all the drafts of reports pre- 
pared by this officer were inspected and a 
number of minor ottlicials stationed at dif- 
ferent points at which the grain was tran- 
shipped were summoned and carofully ques- 
tioned. The Commissioners have now come 
to the conclusion that the charges of fraud 
are unsubstantiated, but they are of opinion 
that the penalties inflicted by the Censor 
for peculation on the part of his subordin- 
ates were very light and display a repre- 
hensible carelessness and want of attention 
to his duties. With regard to the charge 
brought against the same officer, of recom- 
mending an undue number of officers 
for the bestowal of honvrary reward, 
they are of opinion that there is no 
case against him, but they recommend that 
he be called upon to give up a member of 
his household, Lin Liu by name, to the 
Board of Punishments for trial on a charge 
of a similar nature, the evidence in his 
favour being of a one-sided nature. Finally, 
they consider, with reference. to the state- 


go backwards and forwards to his father’s 
rooms and thereby gave rise to scandal and 
criticism, that although the son was only 
obeying a natural duty in constantly going 
to see his father, and no distinct charges 
are bronght ayainst him, the Censor did 
hot sufliciently appreciate the propricty of 
keeping him at a distance. (See preced- 
ing decree and Gazette of Sth and 14th 
February.) 

March 9th.—(1) A decree announcing the 
penalty that the Board of War has deter- 
mined in the case of P’ao Chav, late Com- 
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mander-in-chief of Chékiang, whose lib: 
was burnt and certain Imperial gifts thereby 
destroyed. He is to be fined six months’ 
ay for his carelessness in this matter. 
he penalty of dismissal to which he is 
liable for retaining in his possession certain 
memorials containing the ‘‘ vermilion en- 
dorsement,” is graciously remitted in con- 
sideration of the fact that, being a soldier, 
he was ignorant of the proper procedure in 
these matters. (See Guzette of 3rd March.) 

(2) Pao-yun, President of the Board of 
Civil Office, reports the penalty that this 
Board has adjudged to Li P’ei-ching, 
Governor of Kweichow, for his improper 
request for the bestowal of posthumous 
honors on Hwo Chan-ling, late Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, and the 
restoration of the rank of which he had 
been deprived. The legal penalty for such 
an offence is deprivation of the steps of 
commutative rank and removal to another 
post. (See Gazette of 27th January.) 

(3) Sang Ch’un-jung, President of the 
Board of Punishments, makes a second 
appeal for leave to vacate his post on the 
ground of ill-health. (Granted by decree 
16th February.) 

(4) Yi Lu, Governor of Anhwei, applies 
for permission to retain Hu Yii-tan, judge 
of that province, who has been summoned 
to Peking for audience. The Financial 
Commissioner is anxious to visit his native 
place to repair the family tombs, and dur- 
ing his absence his functions will be per- 
formed by Hu Yii-t’an. Rescript noted. 

(5) A similar application is made by 
Wen-kv, Governor of Shantung, on behalf 
of the late General of the Téng-chow Bri- 
gade, who has not visited his native place 
for more than ten years. 

March 10th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are gazetted :—Readers of the Han- 


lin, Liao Shou-héng B = tH and Pao 
Shu Bd Ag; Supervising Censor of the 


| Board of War, Chou Ho Ji] #244. 


ment that the Censor’s son was allowed to | 


(2) Memorial from the Censor of the 
Kwang'ung Circuit requesting that Special 
High Commissioners may be appointed to 
investigate certain charges against the 
Prince of ‘l'a-erh-han, Dzazzak, or chief of 
the Khorch’in tribe of the Inner Mongols. 
It appears that he was accused of levying 
fines of so many head of cattle from the 
Mongols under his jurisdiction, and of 
wounding sume men during the course of 
a hunting expedition. These accusations 
were not substantiated, but it was found 


; that he had borrowed money from his 
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subordinates, and this being a most im- 
proper proceeding on the part of an official 
in his position he was committed by Im- 
perial Decree to the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency for the determination of a penalty, 
a step that will be regarded with satisfac- 
tion by the Mongol tribes. The memorial- 
ist has now heard that the investigations 
instituted by the Mongolian Superintend- 
ency in connection with this case have dis- 
- closed intrigues on the part of the Méng 
Chang, or Captain General, who has in- 
duced persons to give false evidence, and 
have proved the Dzazzak to be a man of 
an extraordinarily arbitrary and violent 
temperament. He has treated his subor- 
dinate in a tyrannical manner on more 
than one occasion. During the summer 
hunt conducted by him, numbers of men 
died of thirst, while the corruption and 
dishonesty that he has displayed in the 
administration of justice and the distribu- 
tion of rations to his troops, etc., etc., are 
80 numerous as to render him an object of 
dread to the Banner over which he has 
command. The tyranny under which his 
subjects must labour will increase the longer 
he is allowed to hold the seals of office, 
and must eventually result in a disturb- 
ance. No one of his subordinates dares to 
testify to his tyranny, and if his conduct is 
again scrutinised by the Mongolian Super- 
intendency and he be let off with a light 
penalty such as they have now determined 
on, he will be encouraged to continue in his 
evil courses. Memorialist would therefore 
pray that the Military Governor of Shéng- 
ing and the Deputy Captain General of 
the Tribe be instructed to investigate his 
conduct at once and report the result of 
their enquires direct to his Majesty. 
March 11th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are gazetted :—Supervising Censor 
of the Board of Revenue, An Hsiang 


¥ gt ; Inspector of the Bordered White 


Banner Corps, A Kso-tun Sit Fe eX ; Sup- 
ervising Censors, Board of Revenue, Feng 
Erh-ch’ang 15 kg & and Yi Shang-hua 


A LF. 


(2) A decree announcing the penalties to 
be inflicted on Ting Pao-cheng, Governor- 
General of Szechuen, and some of his 
subordinates, for mismanagement and un- 
truthfulness in connection with certain 
river works. Asa special act of grace, Ting 
Pae-chéng is to be degraded to a button of 
the third grade, and to retain his post of 
Governor-General of Szechuen instead of 
suffering the full penalty of dismissal 
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from his post as determined by the Board 
of Civil Office. The other officers are to 
be cashiered, as a preliminary to being 
placed on their trial. 

(3) Memorial from Wang Ping, Censor 
of ‘tthe Shansi Circnit. He hears from 
everyone coming from Shansi expressions 
of gratitude for the Imperial benevolence 
towards the people of this province in 
devoting large sums to their aid, causing 
high authorities to consider and carry out 
measures for their relief, and supplying 
them with seed corn, and oxen and horses 
wherewith to till their land. Unfortunately 
the autumn crop last year was only just 
got in when it was killed by frost and sleet,’ 
and a dry winter has succeeded with the 
result that there is very little corn in 
blade. The South-western portions of the 
province are especially badly off in this 
respect. T'sa Liang or miscellaneous cereals 
(such as sorghum and other kinds of millet); 
are particularly suited to the requirements 
of the soil in Shansi, and are at the same 
time preferred by the people for food. 
There is now large amount of this 7'sa' 
Liang in Chihli that has come from Féng-; 
tien, the price of which is very low, and 
the memorialist would suggest that the: 
Governor of Shansi be instructed to send 
officers to Chihli to purchase this vrain, any, 
of the same kind that is now in the province 
being immediately distributed to be sown. 
In this case, provided that a seasonable| 
succession of rain and sunshine occurs, an’ 
abundant harvest will be secured. Tho) 
memorialist learns from the Gazette that’ 
a proposal from T’u Tsung-ying, Governor} 
of Honan, that the proceeds of the contri-| 
bution agencies in Kiangsu and other pro-' 
vinces as well as subscriptions from Hong- 
kong‘and other places instituted by Ting 
Yih-ch’ang should be entirely diverted to: 
Shansi at the end of the first moon, has) 
received the Imperial sanction. He would: 
suggest that the sums realised by this change 
be devoted to the measure he advocates. | 
—Granted by decree earlier issued. 

(4) The same Censor prays that a judicial 
enquiry may be held into the conduct of| 
an expectant Prefect, Chao Hwai-fang by: 
name, who he hears has been behaving in: 
@ dishonest manner. He was sent to 
Chow-chia-k’ow with Tls. 60,000 to buy 
grain for Shansi, but he never went there 
at all, going instead to Chéng-yang-kwan 
in Anhwei, his native place, to buy it, and ' 
thereby cansing so much delay that none of 
the grain had reached Shansi by the sum-: 
mer of last year. The memorialist further 
hears that he made a commercial specula- 
tion, buying the grain cheap and selling it 
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dear. With every respect for the zeal and 
impartiality of the Governor of Shansi and 
the Famine Commissioner, it is impossible 
for them to hear and see everythinz, and 
the memorialist therefore brines this mat- 
ter to the notice of His Majesty in the 
hope that enquiry may be made into the 
matter. 

March 12th.—(Memorial issued for pub- 
lication.) Li Hung-chang reports his ar- 
rival at Tientsin and departure for the 
capital for the purpose of carrying out the 
special business of importance with which 
he has been entrusted. 

[Note.—The Governor-General has been 
instructed to accompany the Empresses 
and Emperor to the Mauaolen. } 

(1) The following appointments are 
gazetted :—Intendant of the Ch'uan-tung 


Cireuit, Szechuen, P’eng Ming-shih eZ) 
% Lia ; Prefect of Shao-hsing, in Ohé- 


Kiang, Ngén Lun Ata. 


(2) Wén Kw’ei, Superintendent of the 
Imperial Manufactory at Hangchow, is 
re-appointed for a further term of office. 

(3) Li P’ei-ching, Governor of Kwei- 
chow, gives a biographical notice of Han 
Chao, formerly acting Governor of that 
province, and begs that permission may 
be accorded for the erection of a temple in 
his honor. The deceased officer was born 
in Ch’ang-li Hsien in Chihli, and obtained 
the degree of unsalaried licentiate in the 
year 1843, when he entered upon an official 
career and was selected for service in Kwei- 
chow. He acted as sub-Prefect of several 
places in succession, and in 1852 and follow- 
ing years distinguished himself in operations 
against the Miao-tzi, or aborigines, his 
courage and exertions on many occasions 
preventing a combination of the rebel 
forces and thus securing the safety of the 
province. In 1856 he was appointed acting 
Prefect of Ssii-chou, in 1859 was promoted 
to the Intendancy of the Liang-chu Circuit, 
and acted as Intendant of the Kuei-tung 
Circuit in the following year. In 1861 he 
Was acting Judge, and at the close of that 
year a button of the 2nd grade was bestowed 
upon him by Imperial decree, and he was 
made acting Governor of the province. 
At the time of his appointment the funds 
for the pay of the troops and grain for their 
tations had come to an end, and he found 
himself at the head of a famished and 
exhausted army with rebels surrounding 
hin on every side. Han Chao proved 
himself equal to the crisis, and devoted 
such energy to his work that order was 
eventually restored. He died at his native 
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place, and Li Hung-chang having received 
the Imperial permission to erect a temple 
in his honor, and a posthumous title having 
been graciously conferred upon him, the 
gentry of Kweichow have joined in an 
application to memorialist, requesting that 
‘he will apply to His Majesty for permission 
to pay him a similar honor in that province. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Shantuny forwards 
a@ return of the amount of tribute yrain 
it is proposed to forward this year as the 
result of the collection of 1878. It will be 
remembered that 120,000 piculs of rice were 
ordered to be forwarded to Shansi before 
the end of last year, and that this order 
was duly carried out. The Grain Intendant 
now reports that exclusive of the amount 
that has been remitted on account of the 
distress, the total collection for last year 
was piculs 314,582.6.8.9.5. To this has tobe 
added piculs 2,188.9.7.2.4 arrears from other 

laces, making a grand total of piculs 

16,701.6.6.1.9. After deducting from this 
amount the 120,000 piculs already sent to 
Shansi, the balance will be forwarded to 
T’ung-chow as soon as instructions are 
received from the Board as to the amount 
of ping-mi or military rations to be issued 
to different places.—Rescript : Noted. 

March 13th.—Ts'ui Chih-tao #2. 45 
is appointed Prefect of Ya-chou Fu in 
Szechuen. 

(1) Memorial from Liu K’un-yi, Gov- 
ernor-General of the Two Kwang provinces, 
and Chang Chao-tung, Governor of Kwang- 
tung. The employment of yung, or irre- 
gulars, in police and defence work, was a 
temporary éxpedient, and cannot be re- 
garded as a permanent institution, such as 
the enlistment of regularly trained soldiers. 
Since the pacification of the Canton pro- 
vince, a number of these irregulars have 
been expunged from the various garrisons 
for land defence, but there are still over 
nine thousand of them remaining, and 
although attempts have been made to 
supply police and other vessels with re- 
gularly trained soldiers from the land 
battalions, the scattered nature of these 
forces has rendered it impossible to get the 
men together for proper drill, and no 
regular system [of training and supply] has 
beenadopted. The memorialist Liu K’un-yi, 
in his memorial setting forth the proposals 
of the late Governor-General, Ying Han, 
with regard to the various requirements of 
the province of Kwangtung, has already 
explained his intention of consolidating the 
land forces of the provinces and exercising 
them in battalion drill, aud the manner in 
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which he proposed to substitute properly 
drilled soldiers for the irregular naval 
brigade ; and in accordance with the plan 
therein detailed, orders were given to the 
Commanders of the various territorial regi- 
ments and naval brigades at Canton, Ch’ao- 
chow, and elsewhere, to organise their men 
into ying, or battalions, of 500 strong, and 
institute a certain system under which these 
should be controlled, a time being appointed 
for the adoption of the [new order of] 
exercise. In the case of the naval brigades, 
however, uniformity has not been hitherto 
secured, in some instances vessels being 
entirely manned by regulars, in others 
wholly by irregulars, or, again, by a mixture 
of the two. In a province containing so 
large a coast line as Kwangtung, a concise 
and systematic organisation of the naval 
forces is a matter of special importance. 
Orders were given for the consideration 
of a plan under which the control of 
all vessels, whether cruisers or police boats, 
might be vested in the several garrisons 
or military divisions, within whose juris- 
diction they were placed. Certain vessels 
stationed at a distance in the shallower 
waters of the East, North and West 
rivers were to be exempted for the 
present from the contemplated reforms, 
the consideration of special arrangements 
to meet their case being left to a future 
date, but all sea-going vessels, and those 
in inner waters other than the ones 
enumerated above, were to be supplied with 
proper crews from the several shore 
battalions. In the case of it being found 
impossible to obtain regular soldiers fitted 
for duty afloat, the yung, or irregulars, 
already employed on such vessels were to 
be enrolled as regulars and the strength of 
the garrison reduced by the number thus 
admitted. As regards steamers, their adop- 
tion being of comparatively recent date and 
the wages paid being higher than those 
given to ordinary seamen, the duties are 
very different. With so extensive a sea- 
board to protect, steamers are indispensable, 
and being daily on the increase, there is a 
proportionate increase in the number of 
men required to man them. As in former 
times no steamers were employed, a know- 
ledge of the special duties required by 
their crews can hardly be demanded from 
everyone, but with a fleet now number- 
‘ ing over twenty crafts, a knowledge of 
these duties may eventually be secured 
by constantly changing the men and train- 
ing them to the work. With the ex- 
ception of the foreigners employed, who 
need not be taken into consideration, the 
crews of these steamers have accordingly 
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now been transferred to the regular na 
brigade, where they will have facilities for} 
drill and exercise. Men from the naval 
brigades of the Viceroy and Commander. 
in-chief, as well as from the garrisons af 
Shuntek, Lung-men, Hoihow, etc., etc, 
will be drafted for duty on board thes 
steamers and native craft, by which 
means over 2,300 irregulars will be got md 
of and 2,300 regular sailors secured. Th 
pay of an ordinary soldier varies from Tls 
1.8 to Tls. 1.5a month. To each sea going 
vessel an allowance of Tls. 12 per mensem 
is made for rations, and each shui yung 
irregular sailor gets Tls. 5 for pay, Tis. 4.8 
being the ration allowance for vessels em 
ployed in the inner waters, and Tls. 4.8 pa 
head per mensem the wages paid. Thus i 
will be seen that there is a great differencs 
between the amount of wages paid tu ¥ 
regular soldier and an irregular sailor, tha 
wages paid to seamen on board steamers 
being still greater. By the transformation 
therefore of irregulars into regulars (0 
soldiers into sailors) a saving of over T! 
40,000 will be effected, the army will by 
put to a real use, and no wasteful expendi 
ture incurred under the heading of pay to 
troops. This, it seems to memorialists, 
will be a measure attended with advanta.¢ 
alike to the standing military force, to 
maritime defence, and the police system 
generally.—Rescript: Noted. ' 

March 14th.—(Court Circular.) The Im 
perial Clan Court, Board of Civil Office, andi 
Board of War submit the names of officers 
who have been selected to perform ceremo 
nial duties at the Mausolea on the occasion 
of the approaching obsequies. 

(1) A decree sentencing Liu Ch’un-is's4,; 
a first Captain of the Ning-hsai Brigade im! 
Kansu, to dismissal and perpetual exclusion} 
from employment in an official capacity.; 
He has been denounced by the Governo 
General Tso Tsong-t’ang for extortion and 
unauthorised infliction of penalties upom 
Chinese subjects. 

(2) Li P’ei-ching, Governor of Kweichov, 
reports having handed over his seals of 
office to his temporary successor, and hi 
departure for the capital to present himself 
at Court. 

(3) In another memorial he reports that 
Wu Te-pu, the provincial judge, has taken 
charge of the seals of Liu Chao-yuan, Fin 
ancial Commissioner, who acts temporarily 
as Governor of the province. Tséng Cli- 
féng, Intendant of the Kuei-hsi Circuit, 
is recommended as the judge’s locum 
tenens. The remainder of this day's («| 
zette is occupied by memorials from the 
same officers, reporting a number of changes | 
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in the provincial staff and other matters of 
official routine. 

March 15th.—(1) A Decree. Lin Chao- 
yuan reports that it is impossible to raise 
funds for the expenditure of the Kweichow 
province, and begs that the cessation of the 
sale of office may for the moment be left 
in abeyance. The Board of Revenue has 
already in obedience to Imperial decree 
replied on the subject of the purchase 
system in the various provinces, and We 
have issued orders for the general cessation 
of the present means of raising funds for 
military expenditure. Lin Chao-yuan’s re- 
quest that the question of the abolition of 
the purchase system in Kweichow may for 
the time be left in abeyance need not there- 
fore be considered. As regards his assertion 
as to the multifarious nature of the expen- 
diture of the Kweichow province, and his 
statement that the income does not come 
up to the expenditure, there is nu doubt 
that it is a true account of the state of 
things. Let the Board of Revenue imme- 
diately ascertain the actual amounts due 
from various provinces as grants in aid of 
military expenditure to the province in 
question, and urge the Governors-General 
aid Governors concerned to use their 
utmost endeavours to secure a never-failing 
supply of the aid required, that no delay 
may occur in meeting so pressing a need. 
Upon the arrival of Chang Shu-sheng at his 
post, he will thoroughly consider the whole 
question, and ascertain in what manner he 
can reduce the force maintained for the 
defence of the province. He will study 
economy in every branch of expenditure, 
and ascertain the actual amount that is 
annually required, together with the exact 
income that the province enjoys each year, 
as well as the annual sum that is really ob- 
tained by the sale of office, and report to 
Usin detail. The Board of Revenue will 
then declare by what items the income 
derived from the purchase system can be 
replaced, and will at once proceed to its 
abolition in the province in question as 
commanded in Our earlier decree.—Let 
there be no delay in this matter. 

(2) Lin Chao-yuan, Acting-Governor of 
Kweichow, reports his assumption of the 
duties of that post. 


23 


March 16th.—(1) Memorial from Yen | 


Ching-ming, Famine Commissioner. in 
Shansi, denouncing a Prefect for dilatori- 
ness in forwarding relief grain, with the 
purchase of which he was entrusted, and 
praying that a penalty may be inflicted on 
himself for his responsibility in the matter. 
On his arrival at T’ai-yuan Fu, the capital 
of Shansi, in the end of 1877, he consulted 
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with the Governor as to the measures to be 
adopted for the administration of relief, but 
the trouble was that they had no funds and 
no men. Memorialist then recommended 
the late Chang Shu-tan, formerly Taotai in 
Kansu, as Chief Superintendent of relief 
operations, and as the Governor was also 
acquainted with him, a memorial was ad- 
dressed tv His Majesty praying that this 
officer might be transferred to Shansi. 
Memorialist was then to leave the capital for 
the Seuth of the province, and having heard 
that Chang Shu-tan was still in Peking and 
could not arrive at once in view of the 
urgent need of supplies in the South of the 
province and the dearth of competent high 
officials to superintend their transmission, 
he wrote from Haii-kow, on his journey 
southwards, to Tséng Kuo-ch’uan to send 
the expectant Prefect Chao Hwai-fang at 
once to Chéng-yang-kwan to purchase 
grain, this ofticer being selected because he 
was a native of that part and would there- 
fore be well acquainted with the conditions 
and facilities of the place, and because he 
had the reputation of being a quiet and 
intelligent man with no faults. On_ his 
arrival at Chéng-yang the weather was so 
snowy and wet that the grain market was 
not open, and it was only at the end of 
March, 1878, that he was able to send men 
out to buy grain. In a month’s time he 
had bought piculs 18,000 odd, and as he 
had not enough funds to pay for its trans- 
port, memorialist ordered him to sell a 
portion of it to raise the necessary amount, 
which left a balance of piculs 13,760, which 
he was directed to send by water with all 
possible despatch to the Chow-chia-k’ow 
transport oftice. He kept on sending 
reports of the impossibilities of finding 
boats, and was repeatedly urged in reply to 
find some means of getting it down at once. 
So dilatory was he, however, that it was five 
months before he got the whole of it off, 
and it did not arrive at Wu-yang Hsien, 
in Honan, until seven months had elapsed. 
In spite of his plea that the water was so 
shallow that large boats could not ply, and 
other excuses of a like nature, the fact that 
he was unable to devise any plan, and 
could not manage a way out of the diffi- 
culty, lays him open to censure which he 
cannot evade, and the memorialist therefore 
prays that his peacock’s feather may be 
taken from him, and that he be reduced to 
the rank of sub-Prefect, that he may learn 
to be less dilatory in future. As this 
officer was nominated by memorialist in his 
letter to the Governor, he has shown a 
want of attention and an incapacity for 
leadership for which he begs that he may 


ed 





be committed to the Board for the inflic- 
tion of a penalty. 

March 17th.—(1) A Decree. On the 
17th April next, the occasion of the con- 
signment of the remains of their late 
Majesties the Emperor and Empress to 
their everlasting place of rest, We have 
been honored with instructions from their 
Majesties the Empresses Dowager reverently 
to set forth in our chariot on our Imperial 
progress to the Mausolea among the moun- 
tains. In the clearing of the road along 
which we must pass, the cleansing of it 
from dust, and the preparation of equipages 
of various kinds, it is impossible to dis- 
pense with the labour of our subjects. 
But as there is cause to apprehend that the 
Department and District Magistrates on 
whom this task will devolve may indulge in 
exactions in excess of their authority and 
make public privileges subservient to their 
private ends, and so occasion disturbance 
and annoyance, We hereby command the 
Governor of the Shun-t’ien Prefecture and 
the Governor-General of Chihli strictly to 
enjoin upon the Department and District 
Magistrates entrusted with this work, as 
well as all officers officially engaged therein, 
the positive necessity of purifying them- 
selves from personal corruption and carry- 
ing out the public duty with which they 
have been honored [in an upright and 
honest manner.] Should they find anyone 
making his official duties a pretext for 
extortion to the injury of the rural popu- 
lation, they will at once indicate him b: 
name and unsparingly denounce him. It 
is difficult absolutely to secure that the 
eunuchs, who accompany the cortége, and 
the body guard and official underlings who 
are to accompany our equipage, will not 
take advantage of their position to commit 
unlicensed acts, and create trouble along 
the line of route, so that it becomes a 
atill more necessary duty to keep a strict 
watch over these people and prevent 
any misdoings on their part. Let the 
officers of the Imperial Household, the 
Imperial Equipage Department, and the 
Heads of other Departments caution the 


chief of the eunuchs (8 4B), the guard, 


and others, against presuming on _ the 
strength of numbers to create disturbance. 
Any one who shall be discovered taking 
forcible possession of the property of the 
people shall be punished in the manner 
laid down by law in the case of theft or 
robbery. 

No other documents of importance. 

March 18th.—(1) A decree acknow- 
ledging a memorial from Li Hung-chang 
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reporting that Wen-an-chow and other 
departments and districts in Chihli an 
suffering from the effects of flood, and re 
questing that tribute yrain may be stopped 
en route to the capital and appropriated 
to their relief. The heavy rains of las 
autumn caused a rise in the river water- 
ing the districts in question, which over 
flowed the country. The water thus ac 
cumulated has not subsided, and the dis 
tressed condition of those who are m 
consequence unable to till their fields is 
most pitiable. As an act of special grace 
the Governor-General’s prayer is granted, 
and he is authorised to appropriate piculs 
40,000 of tribute rice from the Kiangsu 
and Chékiang tribute rice respectively, and 
apply it to the relief of those in need of help. 

(2) A decree appointing Hsing Lien 
fa ia to the post of Sub-Chancellor of the 


Grand Secretariat, with brevet rank of 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(3) A Decree. Chang P’ei-lun, Sub- 
Expositor of the Han-lin, states that Li 
Chung-ming, alias Li Ch’un-shan, a native 
of Shansi, who has opened a book shop ia 
the Liu-li-ch’ang in Peking, under the 
style ‘‘ Pao-ming-chai,” has presumed upon 
his position to arrogate certain riglits 
and privileges to himself, has interfered in 
ofticial matters, and has incited the official 
class to acts subversive of morality. He 
prays therefore that this individual may be) 
expelled from Peking. If Li Chung-ming, 
a man holding the position of a tradesman, 
should have dared to carry his disregard of 
his duty and position to such an extent a 
this, he must certainly be proceeded against, 
with the utmost vigour. With regard to, 
the Sub-Expositor’s statement that the 
tradesman in question falsely represented 
himself to be a kinsman of Ho Shou-tzi,, 
President of the Board of Works, and gave 
himself airs, coming into collision with 
various persons and defrauding them 
[when he could], let Ho Shou-tz’t clearly 
explain to Us whether there is any re- 
lationship between himself and Li Chung: 
ming. He is further charged with keeping 
up an acquaintance with metropolitan aud 
provincial officials and undertaking to pas 
their accounts at the Board of Revenue; 
with arranging to secure selections to cer- 
tain provinces and appointments to different 
posts ; with procuring official employment 
for metropolitan officials ; with being the 
medium of private correspondence betweel 
provincial officials and high officers in the 
capital ; with wearing a hat and robes of 
the fifth grade of official rank ; with insert- 
ing himself amongst the officials on duty. 
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on the occasion of presentations at Court 
or inspections by the Ministers of State, 
and obtaining the entry into the Ching-yiin 
gate of the palace. We command the Court 
of Censurs to summon the tradesman in 
question and examine him upon all these 
charges, reporting to Us the result of their 
investigation. The decree concludes with 
a warning to all high ofticials to keep alvof 
frum their inferiors in social position, and 
ucither tu associate with them nor accept 
presents from them. 

(4) Memorial from Yén Ching-ming, 
Famine Commissioner in Shansi, request- 
ing that the Imperial bounty may be ex- 
tended to certain military ofticers in Honan 
who did good service in the escorting of 
grain through that province into Shansi. 
He further prays that the Gevernor of 
Honan may be directed to send back the 
irregulars employed in this work to their 
respective battalions. In the year 1877, 
when the famine was at its height, the 
provinces which surround Shansi on three 
sides were suffering from the same calamity, 
and instances of pillage and robbery were 
of such constant occurrence that merchants 
were deterred from importing grain, so that 
those who had money complained that 
there was no. food to buy and the 
poor were in a still worse plight. Im- 
pressed with the danger that this crisis 
presented, memorialist, after consultation 
with the Governor, came to the conclusion 
that the neighbourhood of Chow-chia-’kou, 
in Honan, was the only place at which grain 
could be procured at a comparatively low 
rate. He accordingly reyuested His Majesty 
to send officers to this district and to 
Chéng-yang-kwan in Anhwei to purchase 
grain and to clear the roads, which in the 
Honan, Shén-chow, and other prefectures 
were impassable, while those to the east 
of the river were mere narrow tracks. The 
Governor of Honan was then commanded 
tv station troops along the roads to keep 
them clear and maintain order. ‘This was 
done by the present and the former Gov- 
ernor in the most efficient manner, but as 
the expense of conveying grain from so 
large a distance was greater than the re- 
sources at memorialist’s command would 
bear, private enterprise was encouraged 
and merchants were provided with passes 
calling on the soldiers along the line of 
route to afford them escort and protection. 
When it was found that the ruads were 
safe, a brisk competition ensued and Gov- 
ernment and private enterprise were carried 
on side by side, resulting in a reduction of 
prices in spite of the high cust of transport. 
After describing the measures adopted fur 
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the establishment of agencies for the sale 
of grain at reduced rates in different places, 
the memorialist states that about 60,000 
piculs of grain were purchased in Honan 
and Anhwei, all of which would have 
arrived last autumn had it not been for the 
impossibility almost of procuring carriers 
during the spring and summer months. 
This was followed by sv bad a condition of 
the rvads in consequence of heavy rain, 
that it was not until nearly the end of the 
year that all had reached its destination. 
The memorial concludes with expressions 
of the highest approval of the arrangements 
inade for securing protection for the grain 
en route, and the manner in which these 
were carried out. 

March 19th.—(1) Hsi Chén, Assistant 
Imperial Resident in Thibet, is permitted to 
vacate his post on account of ill-health. 

(2) Ch’iian Fu, Deputy Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral at Fouchow, is permitted to retire, for 
a similar reason. 

(3) The high authorities of Canton are 
instructed to select a competent official 
from among the Prefects of Kwantung to 
fill the post of Prefect of Ch’ ow 
Fu. 

(4) The Court of Sacrificial Worship re- 
minds His Majesty that the 1st of April is the 
date for offering sacrifice at the Temple of 
Agriculture. Tsai Tun is directed to per- 
form the ceremony. 

(5) The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a memorial from the Famine 
Commissioner and Governor of Shansi re- 
porting at yreat length the result of the 
trial of the sub-Prefect of Chi-chow, who 
has been found guilty of fraud in connec- 
tion with the distribution of relief. 


March 20th.—A Decree. Ho Show-tz’tt 
reports to us on a certain matter in 
obedience to command. He states that 
there is no relationship properly so-called 
between himself and the tradesman Li 
Chung-ming, nor any intercourse between 
them. He begs that the Court of Censors 
may be directed to ascertain whether it be 
true or not that this person has given him- 
self airs and come into collision with 
various persons. Let the Court in ques- 
tion, in reverent obedience to Our earlier 
decree, summon Li Chung-ming and ques- 
tion him carefully, reporting to Us a true 
statement of the case.—(See Gazette of 
18th March.) 

(2) T’ung Sé-leng ¥ FR. Deputy 
Lieutenant-General at Ch’eng-tu Fu, is 
given brevet rank of that grade and ap- 


pointed Assistant Imperial Resident im 
Thibet. 
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(3) To Lun-pu Za Th Colonel of a 
Manchu Banner at Si-an Fu, is appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant-General at Foochow. 

' (4) Tséng Kuo-ch’tan, Governor of 
Shansi, submits the name of Lai Ch’ang- 
ch’i, expectant sub-Prefect and Magistrate 
of the Féng-t’ai district, for appoint- 
ment to the post of sub-Prefect of 
Fring ting, now vacant. He is nut one 
of the expectants who would ordinarily 
be selected for this appointment, but 
none of this class on the Shansi list are 
suited for the duties of so responsible a 
post. P’ing-ting being the first stage on 
the eastern road into Shansi, is a place of 
great importance, and requires a capable 
official to conduct the multifarious business 
that has to be transacted there. The usual 
account of the candidate’s official antece- 
dents and career is given.—Referred to the 

, Board. 

March 21st.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
the report of Ngén Ch’eng and T’ung Hwa, 
two high officers sent to investigate certain 
charges brought against Ting Pao-chéng, 
Governor of Szech’wan, and some of his 
subordinates by the Supervising Censor 
Wu Chén. The Governor-General was 
accused of establishing an arsenal without 
sufficient experience of the machinery re- 
quired, of appropriating public funds tu his 
own use, and of screening others who were 

ilty of a similar misdemeanour. The 

commissioners find that the charges made 
were either unsupported by proofs or that 
the acts complained of were justified by cir- 
cumstances, but that the cost of the arsenal 
was heavy and the work turned out was 
faulty in construction and not durable. The 
Governor-General is accordingly directed to 
abandon the undertaking in order to avoid a 
useless expenditure of money. Lao Wén- 
show, a Taotai in charge of the military 
expenditure department, has denied that 
he sent money to the Governor-General’s 
Yamén, but in order to ascertain whether or 
no he has been guilty of misrepresentation, 
he is to be relieved of his duties and his 
books for some years past are to be carefully 
scrutinised by the Financial Commissioner 
and Judge. A wei-yuan, against whom a 
charge of embezzlement was brought, has 
been found to be innocent, but is to be 
withdrawn from his present duties on ac- 
count of his having formed undesirable 
acquaintances which have given rise to the 
circulation of stories damaging to his official 
reputation. Certain other minor officials 
are to be deprived of office and their conduct 
investigated by the high authorities of the 
province. 
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| departments, &c., which are supported by 


(2) Wei Ch’ing Wa is transferred 
from the post of Deputy-Lieutenant Gener 
of the Bordered Yellow Han-chiin Corps to 
that of Deputy Lieutenant-General of 
Ch’eny-tu. He is to be succeeded by Win 


Chéng 2 {5X. 


(3) A decree ordering a fresh series of 
charves against Li Chung-ming, alias Li 
Chung-shan, alias Li Ping-hsiin, the Peking 
bookseller referred to in Decrees of 18th 
and 20th March, to be investigated by the 
Court of Censors. It is now stated bya 
Censor that both his house and shop 
encroach on Government land, and _ that 
he has appropriated a public refuge for the 
poor and converted it into a private house. 

(4) Memorial from the Censor Hwang 
Yuan-shan. He hailed with pleasure the 
appearance of the Imperial Decree on the 
abolition of the purchase system, and tle ; 
subsequent announcement of its cessation | 
by the Board of Revenue. The measure 
is one that cannot fail to be appreciated : 
by all members of the official class who 
have the slightest acquaintance with | 
administrative economy. The evils of 
the purchase system were universally 
recognised, but no one dared to give’ 
expression to his opinion on this matter at 
a time when the financial condition of the. 
Empire was in such an unsatisfactory state. 
It was left to Their Majesties the En- 
presses and Emperor to take the decided | 
step of abandoning the system abruptly | 
and for ever, thereby commanding respectfal 
admiration for Their energetic appreciation | 
of lofty aims. While every effort wil, 
doubtless be made by high provincial 
authorities to give due effect to Their 
Majesties’ will, there is much cause to fear 
that the pressure of immediate necessities, 
restricting their views to présent needs and 
causing them to lose sight of future advan- 
tages, will lead to the conclusion that sale 
of office must once more be renewed. The 
object of this memorial is to suggest 
means whereby such a contingency may 
be avoided, and after anxious considera 
tion of the subject the Censor conceives 
that what is needed to this end is 
the reduction of channels of expenditure 
rather than the devising of fresh sources of 
income. He then proceeds to demonstrate 
in what directions this reduction can be 
effected. He would do away with all Chi 


( =)) > or apecial offices or departments, the 
growth of recent years. Such are the fa 
shen-chii, or supplementary judicial courts, 
defence committees, subordinate military 
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Chiian-chéi, or contribution agencies, “ re- 


organisation” departments # #) sup- 
ported hy tekin collectorates, Shu-chii, or 
public institutions for the sale of standard 
works at a reduced price, and a host of 
others too numerous to mention. Each Chi 
that is established involves an increase of 
expenditure and necessitates the employ- 
ment of officials the multiplication of whom 
means the multiplication of salaries for 
their support. These men consider only the 
fact that the expenditure of their respective 
offices is supplied by the offices themselves, 
and forget that each item is a drop that is 
drained from the public purse. ilitary 
operations are now at an end, and yet the 
offices that military needs created continue 
to exist, and in the humble opinion of 
memorialist it would be better to abolish 
a number of these and so save the ex- 
penditure they cause than retain them 
and the plethora of officials they entail. 
He suggests therefore that with the excep- 
tion of extra judicial courts, all other Chi 
be abolished or reduced, and concentration 
be thereby effected. Finally, he attacks 
the lekin system and its abuses. The 
returns from the collectorates are less by 
several millions of taels than they used to 
be, and it is vain to try and account for the 
fact by the increase of Yang-shui, or duties 
on goods from abroad. In former days 
when there was more liberality in the 
system of collection, the returns were 
larger than at the present time with all its 
increase of restrictions and watchfulness. 
All the fines and confiscations do not bring 
receipts up to their old standard. Under 
the old régime of Hu Lin-yi, there was a 
greater respect for authority, a higher 
standard of official probity, and so efficient 
a detective system that every item collected 
went into the Exchequer. As time went on, 
halfthe men employed wormed their way 
into office and looked upon their duties only 
in the light of private gain, with the result 
that the meshes of the law grew smaller 
and smaller, while oppression and exaction 
gradually increased uutil the trading class 
generally have come to look upon Th tax 
station] with as much dread as they would 
regard a tiger. Carelessness and reckless- 
ness of expenditure have gone on and fines 
are appropriated to private use, until the 
sums over and above legitimate salary with 
which the agents are enriched have become 
too great for computation. Unless, there- 
fore, a thorough readjustinent of the whole 
system be not speedily contemplated, the 
— wrought will be positively indescrib- 
able, 
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March 22nd.—({1) A decree ordering the 
bestowal of honorary rewards upon the 
acting Magistrate of the Kuo-mén district 
in Anhwei, who, with the assistance of the 
local military authority, succeeded in cap- 
ore the leaders of a gang of banditti 
who had leagued themselves iato a sworn 
brotherhood. 

(2) A decree inflicting the penalty of 
deprivation of two steps of commutative 
rank pon Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General 
of the Two Kwang provinces, and orderi 
that a fine of one year’s salary be inflicted 
on the Governor and Literary Chancellor 
of Kwangtung. 

(3) The Bes-léh Yi Kw’ang is permitted 
to go into mourning for his father for 
a hundred days. He has held the office of 
Grand Chamberlain for many years and 
has performed his duties carefully and 
diligently. The Brevet rank of Deputy 
General of which he was deprived is there- 
fore now restored to him as an act of special 


grace. 

(4) Shih Tséng ff) is appointed sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat. 

(5) Memorial from the Censor Hwang 
Yuan-shan on the restoration of i 
transport by sea, which has alread hase 
summarised in a decree of the 2nd March. 

March 23rd.—{1) A decree directing the 
suspension of a votive tablet in the temple 
of Chin Lung Ssii Ja Wang, or the fourth 
of the deities that watch over the Yellow 
River, at the crossing by which access is 
gained to Shansi from the south, as a 
token of gratitude for the protection 
vouchsafed by the River God to grain for 
the sufferers by famine during the transit 
across the Yellow River. 


(2) Li Hung-mo FL is appointed 
Secretary of the Office of Transmission, and 


Chang Chih-tung fe 2 Yip is appointed 
to the post of Tutor of the Imperial 
Academy of Learning. 

(3) Application from the Governor of 
the Hu-kwang provinces for permission 
for Lei Yi-ch’éng, Acting Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments, a native of 
the Hsien-ning District, to attend a second 
time at the banquet. given to successful 
candidates at the triennial examinations. He 
is now 84 years of age, and obtained the 
decree of Chii-jén in the year 1821. 

(4) The Court of Censors report the 
receipt of the following appeal :—Peti- 
tioner’s uncle, a native of the Nan-chang 
district in Hupeh, who was a literary 
graduate and a schoolmaster, was robbed 
of sume clothes during his absence from 
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home, by a man called Chang. A charge of 
theft having been made against the latter, 
he was arrested, but some disreputable 
relatives protected him and_ rescued 
him from his captors, and then dragged 

titioner’s uncle from his house, and so 

at and ill-treated him that he died ina 
temple to which they had taken him. The 
priest of the temple was induced to report 
the death to the Magistrate, and he, bribed 
by the murderers, held a hurried inquest 
at which none of the relatives of deceased 
were present, and decided that suicide by 
strangulation was the cause of death, fear 
of the consequences of an offence he had 
committed being decided as the motive that 
tempted him to the act. This verdict was 
given in open disregard of two livid streaks 
or bruises round the throat, which proved 
that death could not have been self- 
inflicted. 

March 24th.—(1) A decree ordering a 
series of prayers to be offered for rain at 
the various State temples on the 26th inat., 
in which His Majesty will take a part. 

(2) A decree directing the attention of 
the Board of Civil Oftice to a memorial 
from the Censor Ko Ching on the necessity 
of care in the selection and examination of 
candidates for official posts. 

(3) A decree referring toa memorial from 
the Censor Hwang Yuan-shan on the ex- 
trav ce and waste entailed by the mul- 
tiplicity of chit or supplementary establish- 

ments for the conduct of public business, 
“ and to the decree ordering a reduction in 
the number of these establishments. The 
Censor Ko Ching now memorialises on the 
same subject, and adds that another evil of 
the system consists in the wholesale nature 
of the recommendations of the services of 
the officials employed in these chit. Gov- 
ernors-General and Governors are hereby 
called upon to give speedy effect to the in- 
structions earlier issued, and to refrain 
from undue or unauthorised recommenda- 
tion of the services of officers employed in 
the supplementary office in question. 

(4) A decree ordering a votive tablet to 
be prepared by the Imperial College of 
Inscriptions for the Dragon God at Féng- 
chén T’ing in Shansi, who has manifested 
his divine interposition in answer to prayers 
for rain. 

(5) Memorial from T’ung Hua and Ngén- 
Chéng, the high officers appointed to 
investigate certain charges against Ting 
Pao-chéng, Governor-General of Szech’wan, 
and his subordinates in connection with 
an arsenal established by the former, and 
other matters. Being unable to take action 
upon the evidence placed before them hy 
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the Governor-General, and the statemenis 

of Li Yu-héng and others implicated being 

80 evasive and contradictory that nothing 

short of extreme measures will] suftice, 

which memorialists are loth to take in the 

case of such high officials without special 

authority and sanction, they beg that this 

may be given them. They have further | 
to make a complaint against the Magistrate | 
of the Tung-hsiang district, who although ; 
specially called upon more than_ three 
months ago to produce certain witnesses 
whose testimony was most important, has, 
so far, neglected to do so. His careless 
disregard of instructions has prevented the 
termination of the enquiry, and they beg 
that he may now be committed to the 
Board for the infliction of a penalty. 

March 25th.— (Memorials issued for pub- 
lication.) Heng Hsiin and others report 
that the Nepalese Envoy begs that he may 
be allowed, as heretofore, to enter the 
capital and have audience of His Majesty— 
Rescript: It is noted. Let the Nepalese 
Envoy and those with him be permitted to | 
enter the capital in accordance with lav, ' 
and let letters be sent before them along 
the route in order that due care may be 
taken of them. Let the rezulations be re 
ferred to determine the propriety or other- 
wise of the acceptance by the Military 
Governor of the presents that have been 
sent him. 

(1) A decree ordering the Magistrate of 
the Yung-chi district in Shansi to be 
cashiered and placed on his trial ons 
charge of collecting land tax in excess of 
the proper amount, and sending in retums 
for less than he should have collected. 


(2) Yung Hwui 2B is appointed | 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat and Fa 


K’un eee and Ying Hsii ria Aa Deputy | 
Supervisors of Instruction. 

(3) At the request of the Censor for the. 
central division of the metropolis, the fifteen 
kitchens for the issue of cooked rice and 
others at which gruel is dispensed are to 
be kept open for a further period. 

(4) Wu Tsan-ch’eng, Director of the 
Foochow Arsenal, requests a month's 
leave for the benefit of his health. Memo- 
rialist crossed over to Formosa twice last 
year and visited in person several places 
in the hills at the back of the island that 
had hitherto been unvisited by man, where 
he contracted a malarious complaint from 
the pestilential air from the mists that 
hung over the country, which recurred at 
intervals. Feeling his constitution to be 
robust, memorialist neglected to pay much 
attention to this complaint and returned to 
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the provincial capital at the end of the 
year, where he took counsel with the 
Governor-General as to the conduct of 
official business. He then went to the house 
of Ting Jih-ch’ang, the former Governor, 
and had just commenced to talk with him, 
but had not said many words when his 
left hand suddenly grew numb and his 
whole body gradually commenced to 
shake, while the numbness spread to the 
left foot. Ting Jih-ch’ang, noticing that 
memorialist could not support himself 
on the stool upon which he was seated, 
and seemed half asleep, and that though 
conscious could not express his thoughts in 
words, administered some medicine to him, 
and though the attacks of fever daily re- 
turned they gradually became less vivlent. 
Memorialist continued unable, however, to 
attend to public matters, and his left hand 
remained paralysed without power of mo- 
tion. Ting Jih-ch’ang being an invalid 
himself, comparative facilities were afforded 
formedical attention, and the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Governor, who constantly came to 
see memorialist, were of opinion that it would 
be impossible for him to move after such 
& grave and sudden attack, and that 
he should not exert his mind. They 
therefore as a preliminary step deputed 
the Proctor Wu Chung-yii to perform 
memorialist’s duties for him. The medical 
attendant now states that memorialist is 
mffering from severe malarious catarrh 
which will necessitate absolute rest and 
nursing, and under these circumstances he 
prays that His Majesty will grant him a 
month’s congé.—Granted by Rescript. 

(5) Memorial from the special Commis- 
sioners Ngén Ch’éng and T’ung Hwa report- 
ing the result of their enquiry into the 
circumstances of certain alterations in a 
river embankment authorised by the Gov- 
ernor-General of Szechuen, and the flood 
that resulted therefrom. Their report has 
been summarised in an earlier decree. 

March 26th.—({1) A Decree. Huang T’i- 
fang, Reader of the Han-lin, states that in 
his memorial replying to questions asked a 
high officer has been guilty of deceit and 
imposition. He states that although Ho 
Shou-tz'ti, President of the Board of Works, 
is in no way connected with Li Chung- 
ming; both his present and former wives 
have been recognised by the President as 
his adopted dauyhters. The intercourse be- 
tween the families is like that of relations, 
and the chair of Hu Shou-tz’it is constantly 
deposited in front of the tradesman’s door, 
and may be seen by all, as the place is a 
Wide thoroughfare. It is manifest therefore 
that in his earlier memorial the President 
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was guilty of deceit and duplicity. It can- 
not be suffered that Ho Shou-tz’t, who 
holds the position of a high officer, should 
be guilty of the slightest reservation or 
concealment and thus intensify his fault. 
Let the President report to Us truly upon 
the matter now brought forward by Hwang 
T’i-fang without making false or embel- 
lished statements to the extent of a single 
character. If he endeavours to support 
his earlier statements by the slightest de- 
ception or fraud, he will be shown no 
mercy if detected in so doing. Let the 
Court of Censors take this matter into 
consideration with the antecedent details, 
and try Li Chunz-ming in concert with the 
Board of Punishments. 

(2) Kuo Shih-ch’ang, newly-appointed 
Literary Chancellor of the Shun-t’ien 
prefecture, reports the assumption of his 
ofticial duties. 

(3) Postscript memorial from T’an Chung- 
lin, Governor of Shénsi, reporting that he 
has received through the Literary Chancel- 
lor a numerously signed petition from the 
gentry and people of Hsing-ping and other 
departments and districts, praying that 
marks of Imperial compassion may be 
bestowed on thirty people, men and women, 
who lost their lives during the rebellion 
either in defence of their homes or in con- 
sequence of their indignant refusal to follow 
the rebels.—Granted by Reacript. 

(4) Postscript memorial from the same 
officer. Some time since a gang of lawless 

rsons headed by one Li Ch’ang-ho, estab- 
ished themselves in a yao or cave cut out 
in the Loess cliffs, near Chou-chia-k’ou, and 
commenced a trade in women and girls. As 
soon as the fact came to the knowledge of 
the Governor, he caused them to be arrested, 
and Li Ch’ang-ho was summarily decapi- 
tated, the rest being reserved for further 
examination. The Prefect of K’ai-féng Fu 
now reports that he has ascertained that 
these men all hold official rank, and begs 
that their buttons may be taken from them 
preparatory to placing them on their trial. 
—Rescript: Let Wang Fu-ch’ing and the 
rest be at once cashiered and proceeded 
against with the utmost severity. 

March 27th.—{Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Li, Governor-General of 
Chihli, paid his respects on arrival in 
Peking and was received in audience. 

(1) Memorial from Tsai Ling, Captain- 
General of the Plain Red Banner Corps, 
Grand Secretary, Kung, or noble of the 
first order, and Imperial Clansman, com- 
plaining of the quality of the rice served 
out to his corps at the last issue. Memo- 
rialist went to the Nan-hsin Granary on 


the 28th February with the Secretary of 
the Corps and other members of his staff, 
where he met the Superintendent of the 
Granary, the Censor whose duty it is to 
superintend the issue of grain to the 
soldiery, and other officers. The bin from 
which the rice was to be drawn was selected 
by lot, and it was found that the rice was 
so mildewed and changed in colour that it 
was unfit for the use of the troops. The 
Superintendent was then directed to inspect 
the other bins and the contents were found 
to be all so rotten that they were neither fit 
for issue nor consumption. A specimen 
was sent for His Majesty’s inspection. 

(2-3) Memorials to the same effect from 
the supervising Censor and Censor above- 
mentioned. (For decree on this subject 
see Gazette of 6th March.) 

(4) Postscript memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of Honan reporting the arrival of Té 
Ch’ing-yeh, newly-appointed Provincial 
Judge. As this officer has already had 
some experience of official procedure in 
Honan, the Governor now feels at liberty to 
release Yii Kw’an, the Financial Commis- 
sioner, who has been appointed Governor 
of Fuhkien but was retained at memorialist's 
uest for duty in Honan. The Judge 

act in his stead. 

(5) Postscript memorial from Mei Ch’i- 
chao, Governor of Honan. Some time 
since the memorialist reported that he had 
deputed Liang Kung-ch’én, Expectant 
Taotai, to investigate the circumstances of 
the destruction of the lekin stations at Hao- 
ho and Ning-hai Hsien, and on the 15th 
November last his memorial was returned 
to him with the following endorsement :— 
** We have read the report. The collection 
of lekin contributions has now been in force 
some time. How comes it that there has 
been a sudden application for the abolition 
of lekin at Féng-hua and Ning-hai, and the 
assemblage of a mob for the destruction of 
the barriers ? Wecannot be sure that there 
were not other circumstances that gave rise 
to the outbreak,”’etc., etc. Instructions were 
thereupon given for the respectful execution 
of the instructions therein conveyed, and 
a joint report has now been received from 
the Prefect and sub-Prefect of T’ai-chow, 
stating that two men, Wu Féng-shia and 
Hung Tso-ma-chui, the prime movers in 
the destruction and plunder of the Hsi-t’ien 
collectorate at Ningpo, had been appre- 
hended. Upon examination they confessed 
that it was they who issued written notices 
calling the people together, and that they 
had been instrumental in the burning and 
plundering of the lekin barriers. In reply 
to this report the memorialist has given 
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orders for the summary execution of the 
two criminals in question and the exposure 
of their heads at the scene of the crime, Hs 
has also given instructions for the capture 
of the criminals that are still at large. 
With regard to the destruction of the Hao 
ho station by the Féng-hua people, the 
Prefect of Ningpo states that Wu Haiso 
ho-shang and three other criminals who 
were arrested for being concerned in this 
matter, state that they were the first to best 
gongs and get the mob together, but had 
nothing to do with the distribution of the 
plunder ; and that they and one Wu Tsac-fe 
who helped the others to stop the boats had 
surrendered themselves at the Féng-hus 
Magistracy and applied to be ‘‘cangued’ 
and beaten as the leaders of the riot, 
Inasmuch as if these men were the 
actual leaders of the riot, their offence 
was & most serious one, and inadequately 
punished by the imposition of the cangue 
and a beating, though solicited by them 
selves, and judging from the deposition 
forwarded that they were poor and ignorant 
persons whose ordinary occupation wa 
poleing of boats and whose antecedent 

istory contained nothing to show thst 
they had been guilty of lawless acts, memor- | 
ialist considered that there was probably 
some one else behind and that the fact of 
their having been the actual ring-leaders 
was not proved. He accordingly instructed 
the Prefect to make further enquiries in 
@ quiet and secret manner, and _ hare 
these men before him for further examinx | 
tion. He was directed to inflict the punish 
ment of the cangue or any other penalty 
that might be necess: on the runner 
and search officers attached to the stations 
in question. The barriers at Hao-ho and 
Hsi-tien were to be reconstructed, and 
lekin again levied in accordance with 
the regulations. The people are now 
peacefully disposed and quiet is restored. 
The wet-yuan at the Hisi-tien barrier 
has been in charge for more than half s 
year, and must be to blame for having 
caused a grave disturbance by the levy 
of fines for evasion of duties, The 
wei-yuan at the other station had only 
been there a month, and there were 10 
charges against him of unauthorised of 
oppressive exactions, but he has shown § 
want of supervision in his inability to keep 
his runners and searchers under prope 
restraint and control. The memorialist 
would therefore suggest that the first of 
these two individuals be cashiered, and that 
the other be committed to the Board for 
the infliction of a penalty. (See Gazette of 
4th March.) 
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March 28th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Li had audience. 

(1) A decree appointing the Prince of 
Tun, the President and Assistant Grand 
Secretary Ch’iian Ching, the President Tung 
Hsin, and Captain General of Gendar- 
merie Jung Lu, as a Committee of Adminis- 
tration during the absence of the Emperor 
at the Mausolea. The Prince of Tun, 
Ch’iian Ch’ing, and Tung Haiin are to take 
it in turns to sleep in the palace, one each 
day, the two who are not on night duty 


being allowed to leave at 4 p.m. (2) ¥), 
Jung Lu need not take turns at sleeping 
in the palace after his work is done. He 
will be allowed to leave at noon, before his 
colleagues. 

(2) A Decree. Ho Show-tz’t replies on 
the subject upon which he was directed to 
report, and solicits punishment for his 
offence. He states that he has purchased 
books at the Pao Ming Chai kept by Li 
Chung-ming, and maintained towards him 
the ordin relations of customer and 
dealer, but that there has been no social in- 
tercourse between them. From last winter 
until now he was constantly in the Lin Lk 
Chang engaged in reverently practising the 
Imperial Hearse ( ), and he occa- 
sionally dropped into the shop on his 
way, to look at books. How comes it 
that Ho Show-tz’t did not explain 
in his earlier report the facts which he 
now relates? The rehearsal of the mani- 
pulation of the Imperial Hearse is an 
important duty wherewith to be entrusted, 
and the going to look at bouks on his way, 
as he says he did, is a grave misdoing. 
Let How Show-tz’ii, as a preliminary step, 
be committed to the Board for the inflic- 
tion of a penalty. 

(3) During the absence of the Governor- 
General Shén Pao-chéng, who is abvuut to 
proceed to Peking for an audience, Wu 
Yuan-ping is to act in his stead, the duties 
of Governor of Kiangsu being temporarily 
performed by Lo Fang-ch’i. 

(4) A further decree on the subject of 
the damaged rice at the Nan-hsin Granary. 
An inspection having been ordered by 
several high officers, these have now re- 
ported the result and state that there is a 
deficiency of over 95,000 piculs. Prompt 
and speedy punishment is called for in so 
abominable a case. The machinery of the 
metropolitan prefecture is to be put in 
motion for the arrest of certain keepers 
and clerks who have absconded, and others 
are to be handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trial. The Superintendents of 
the Granary, by their complete ignorance 
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of the frauds that were going on, seem to 
have been either blind or deaf, and have 
laid themselves open to suspicions of com- 
plicity in the frauds or of protecting and 
screening their subordinates. They are to 
be committed to the Board for the 
infliction of a penalty, and are to be 
relieved of the duties of Superintendent 
popes to being had up for examination. 

i Tao-yuan, Commissioner of the Peking 
Granaries, is also to blame for not having 
exercised proper supervision and is to be 
committed to the Board for the infliction 
of a penalty. When the case is settled the 
Board of Punishments will state upon 
whom they consider the onus of restitution 
of the losses should fall. Memorial from 
Chin Shun, Assistant Commander-in-chief 
and Military Governor of Ili, requesting 
permission to limit his accounts to a general 
statement of receipts and expenditure since 
the year 1871, instead of rendering a liat of 
items. He commences with a brief sum- 
mary of his movements since the year 
1868, when he went to the relief of Shénsi 
and cleared Ning-hsia of the rebels that 
were infesting it. In September, 1871, he 
was ordered to proceed with all speed tu 
the relief of Uromtal, and advanced in 
that direction at the latter end of the 
month, leaving detachments of cavalry 
at points on his way, and pushing for- 
ward himself to Shipartai and other places, 
He was ordered, m the date of his 
departure from Ning-hsia, to send in re- 
turns of military expenditure at the same 
time as those sent from the four provinces 
of Shensi, Kansu, Kweichow and Szechuen, 
the limit for the forwarding of which was 
December, 1874. Owing to the pressure of 
his military work which was just at this 
time particularly onerous, memorialist was 
unable to comply with the order as to the 
limit of time for the rendering of accounts, 
It should be borne in mind too that he was 
beyond the Wall, with a long line of com- 
munication and many obstacles in the 
way of its maintenance. That the expense 
of forwarding military supplies purchased 
within the frontier over thousands of miles 
placed him not only in a very different 
position from those working in the south 
eastern provinces, but even doubled his 
expenses as compared with Ning-hsia, Su- 
chow, and other places. While inside 
the Wall memorialist was able to get on 
with the allowance granted for his cay- 
alry squadrons, but heyond the Wall it 
was different. With thousands of li of 
desert, where everything was waste, the 
carriage of food more than doubled its 
cost, and when to this had to be added 


the arduous transit of the Gobi desert and 
the Tien-shan mountains, in the crossing 
of which so many mules and camels suc- 
cumbed, and conveyances broke down, 
while the winds and heavy snow con- 
tributed further to the difticulties, memo- 
rialist was indescribably hampered by 
the magnitude of expenditure under every 
heading, and could not accommodate 
his outlay to the legally allotted sum. 
But the pressing and urgent nature of the 
claims for expenditure were such as would 
brook no delay or admit of a rigid adherence 
to rule. In order, therefore, to avoid 
queries on the part of the Board, who 
would doubtless tie him down to the letter 
of the regulations and call upon him 
to refund any items that these do not 
allow, or to make good all sums over and 
above the fixed amount, he would crave 
permission to be exonerated from the rend- 
ering of detailed accounts. Memorialist, 
who has now followed the career of arms 
for over twenty years, has been the re- 
cipient of weighty favours from His 
Majesty. He fully appreciates the im- 
portance of attention to the minutest 
details of military expenditure, and has 
never failed to study economy to the best 
of his ability. He never embarks upon 
expenditure that appears to him unneces- 
sary, even though it be sanctioned by law, 
and, on the other hand, he would not 
hesitate to indulge in wnauthorised ex- 
penditure where grave interests might be 
jeopardised by excessive or petty economy. 
As a proof of his honesty, and in suppost 
of his statements, he may state that T's. 
8,000,000 are owing to him from various 
Custom Houses, and that the distress and 
hardship caused to his troops by the want 
of these funds is extreme.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 29th.—The Grand Secretary Li 
had audience. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu- 
pied by a memorial from the Famine Com- 
missioner and Governor of Shansi, reporting 
the trial of the Magistrate of the Yung-ho 
district and some of his subordinates for 
fraud in connection with famine relief. 
The details are uninteresting. 


March 30th.—(1) A decree appointing 


Sun Chia-nai FRET to the post of 


Sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, 
with brevet rank of Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies. 


(2) Chung Lien GH is appointed 


Commissioner of the Office of Transmis- 
sion. 
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(3) A Decree. We have received Their 
Majesties’ commands to set out on Ous 
journey on the 12th April. On the 14t 
We shall reverently repair to the Lung Fé 
temple, and on the 15th the remains 
Their late Majesties will be moved fro 
their temporary place of deposit to thei 
Hui Lung and tang Ngén Halls. 
the 17th, these will be deposited 
their place of everlasting rest, and o: 
the completion of the observances a 
tending this ceremony We _ shall 
homage to the Sacred Tablets and the: 
return to the capital. We hereby deecree 
that the land tax in the five departments 
and districts of Ta-hsing, T’ung-chow, San- 
ho, Chi Chow and Tsun-hua through which 
We have to pass, shall be remitted in full 
for the present year. Copies of this 
Decree shall be printed on yellow paper, 
and distributed everywhere fur general in- 
formation, that the dwellers in the hamlets 
and villages nay all be partakers in this! 
act of bounty. 

(4) Memorial from Liu K’un-yi, Gov- 
ernor-General of the Two Kwang provinces, 
reporting the result of the trial of a captain, 
in the army charged with opening a gam- 
bling establishment and levying a_per- 
centage on the winnings. - Careful en- 
quiry, and the man’s own testimony, which 
could not be shaken, show conclusively that 
he is not guilty of the charge as it is stated. 
He admits, however, that he was induced 
by a Hakka, one Huang A-fu, to rent a 
house of his to a Hunan man as a tailor’s 
shop, and that on two evenings in the 
early part of last. year, he did gamble there, 
though he denies that he either assembled 
a crowd of worthless characters with that 
object or took a percentage of the winnings. 
He has been sentenced to dismissal, ex- 
posure in the cangwe for three months, and 
100 blows, which is the penalty awarded 
by law to his offence. The other parties 
implicated in the transaction have absconded. 
Orders have been given for their arrest, 
and they will be separately dealt with 
when captured. 

(5) The Governor of Shénsi reports the 
trial of two men who attempted to effect 
robbery by administeringa stupefying drug, 
from the effects of which their victims died. 
Chao Ting-fu, a native of Pa-chow in Sze- 
chuen, left his home to look for work, and 
on his road he met an acquaintance called 
Chang Wén-shén, also from his native 
place. They began to talk about the hard- 
ness of the times and conceived the idea 
of stupefying travellers with a narcotic 


called fied i GE. They accordingly 
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bought a small packet of this narcotic at 
the stall of an itinerant medicine vender, 
whose name they did not know, and 
proceeded on their journey. In the course 
of a few days they met a Pa-chow man, 
Lung Ping-yiin by name, and entered into 
conversation with him. He told them he 
was going to Hsing-an to buy tea for which 
he had the money with him, and they then 
declared that they were also going there to 
trade. They suggested that he should 
travel in company with them, to which he 
consented. At the end of three days they 
reached the Hsi-hsiang district, and it was 
arranged that they should buy some pastry 
at a certain restaurant and boil it for a 
meal. The opportunity was seized by the 
confederates to mix some of the narcotic 
in the pastry which was eaten by Lung 
Ping-yiin and another man called Yang 
Lin-tsung ; a third man called Wang who 
was with them refused to eat, as he was 
unwell. Their meal over, the party re- 
twmed their walk and had not gone far 
when the drug began to work and the two 
vhohad eaten it fell stupefied to the ground. 
The confederates were, however, afraid to 
rob them as they were lying near a re- 
ttaurant, and Wang, who had lagged 
behind, was expected to come up im- 
mediately. They therefore ran away 
and left their victins on the ground. When 
Wang came up, he found them lying there 
anata to speak, and at once went in 
pursuit of the two, whom he succeeded in 
capturing with the assistance of another 
man. The men who had been drugged 
were then attended to, but could not be re- 
suscitated and shortly died. After calling 
attention to the fact that Chao Ting-fu and 
his confederate had not actually proceeded 
to rob their victims, and stating that there 
ia no law precisely applicable to a crime 
of this kind in which the intention 
had not been fully carried out, the 
Memorialist suggests that the case should 
be treated as one of murder and robbery, 
as if the latter had been actually accom- 
plished, the penalty for which is summa 
decapitation with exposure of the head. 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 
March 31st.—(1) A decree ordering the 
infliction of severe penalties upon certain 
rowdies who have been arrested by the 
office of Gendarmerie for having been con- 
cerned ina riot attended by robbery that 
had its origin in a quarrel between two 
women in Peking. The same office reports 
that rowdies and bad characters frequently 
collect outside the three front or southern 
gates of the Tartar city, and fights are of 
Constant occurrence. The metropolitan 
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Censorate are required to arrest all such 
characters, in order to the maintenance of 
quiet and order. 


(2) Ching Hain tk 18 is appointed 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat. 

(3) A decree acknowledging the findin, 
of the Buard of Punishments which h 
been directed to investigate certain official 
irregularities in the province of Heh-lung 
Chiang. Hui An, Military Governor of the 
town of Hulan, who vacated his post with- 
out leave and disappeared; T’o-shih-na, 
Manchu Captain, who was guilty of wrong- 
ful extortion of confession from witnesses 
and other irregularities ; and Yang-ho-pa- 
k’o-t’ang-ah, who forged a sick certificate 
for the absconding Governor, are to be 
cashiered. Féng Shén, Military Governor 
of Heh-lung Chiang, is punished with 
deprivation of rank and retention in office, 
for his share of the transaction. 

(4) Li Hung-chang submits a list of 
officers upon whom he solicits the 
bestowal of honorary rewards for their 
exertions in the distribution of famine 
relief. When the famine was raging in 
Ho-chien Fu, memorialist deputed the 
Taotais Wu Ta-chéng and Shéng Msiian- 
hwai, etc., to go about inviting subscrip- 
tions, and ordered them to call a number 
of zealous and earnest workers to the aid 
of the local authorities and gentry. These 
helpers in the field are all gentry from 
other provinces, who, regardless of distinc- 
tions of locality, have given all their 
energies to the work before them, have 
toiled in the blazing sun, and moved pro- 
miscuously in the midst of pestilence, 
disease and death, inspecting the condition 
of different households, and, by the aid 
they have furnished to the sufferers, have 
enabled many to live and provided them 
with the wherewithal to sow their fields. 
To the sick they have given medicine and 
raiment, and have performed the office 
of burial for the dead; they have estah- 
lished refuges for the support of the old, 
the young and the forlorn, and have given 
personal attention to every matter, hurry- 
ing to the aid of distress wherever it was 
found really to exist. For eight months 
these men have been engaged in this charit- 
able work, saving the lives of many people 
at the expense of labour and hardship that 
is by no means comparable to that of 
ordinary official work. The memorial con- 
cludes with a list of these persons, and the 
rewards it is suggested they should receive. 
Granted by rescript. 


(5) The Governor of Shansi forwards 
a return of the amounts subscribed by 





himself and other officials in the province on 
behalf of the sufferers by famine from May, 
1877, to December, 1878. The following 
are the totals reported :— 


BilVor c.scccisseceesseseses Tis. 51,698 
Cash Strings 1,950 
Rice Piculs 400 





Grain of other kinds... ,, 2,400 


By a rescript appended to the memorial, 
the contributors are to be committed to 
the proper Board for the bestowal of the 
customary rewards. 

April 1lst.—(1) A decree noticing a memo- 
rial from a minor official on probation in 
Kiangsi, forwarded through the Court of 
Censors, and containing twelve suggestions 
for the better administration of the Empire. 
Most of these, such as the increase of land 
tax, the temporary removal of the prohibi- 
tions against opium, the institution of a 
silver coinage, etc., etc., are set aside, 
either because they would necessitate a 
change in systems already complete, or be 
injurious to the constitution. Some other 
of his suggestions have earlier been given 
effect to, and need not therefore be con- 
sidered, but his remarks on the improve- 
ment of water communication are deemed 
worthy of consideration, and the attention 
of provincial high authorities is directed to 
the subject. His views on the subject of 
frontier defence are also commended to the 
notice of those concerned. 

(2) A decree inflicting the penalty of 
deprivation of three steps of commutative 
rank, with removal to another post, upon 
Ho Shou-tz’i, President of the Board of 
Works, this being the punishment allotted 
by the Board of Civil Office. 

(3) The kitchens for the issue of gruel to 
the poor of Peking are to be kept open for 
a‘further period of two months beyond the 
extra month already granted. 

(4) Kwang Shou, President of the Board 
of War, and his colleagues submit the 
penalties which they consider should be 
inflicted upon Pao Ch’ao, late Commander- 
in-chief in Chekiang, who allowed certain 
Imperial gifts to be destroyed on the occa- 
sion of a fire in his house. Reference to 
the law on the subject shows that members 
of the official class who shall so carelessly 
bestow Imperial patents, orders, letters, 
or other things, as to allow of their being 
eaten by insects, rubbed, or otherwise in- 
jured by damp, breakage, stains, or dirt, 
shall be fined six months’ salary. But that 
where satisfactory evidence shall be forth- 
coming, that the loss of these articles is 
caused by theft, robbery, fire, or water, the 
penalty shall be remitted, and it shall 
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be permitted for the holder to make 
application for the gifts to be bestowed a 
second time. Again, it is laid down that 
when Commanders-in-chief or Brigade-Gen- 
erals shall be the honored recipients of the 
‘*vermilion endorsement,” they shall take 
the opportunity of the next occasion upon 
which they memorialise the Throne to re- 
turn such documents, the penalty for delay 
in the performance of this duty being de 
privation of official rank. In the present 
case, although Pao Ch’ao himself reported 
the loss of the Imperial gifts and solicited 
punishment, to the remission of which, as 
fire was the cause, he would be entitled, 
yet the number of articles destroyed is too 
large to admit of comparison with ordinary 
cases of loss. They suggest, therefore, that 
his case shall be treated as one of destruc- 
tion by insects, etc., the penalty for which 
is a fine of six months’ pay. In retaining 

ossession of ‘‘ vermilion endorsements”? in 

is library, he has transgressed the law re- 
ferred to above; but as he manifestly erred 
through ignorance, memorialists will await 
His Majesty's command before proceed- 
ing to consider the penalty which he has 
thereby incurred. 

(5) Mei Ch’i-chao, Governor of Chékiang, 
in a postscript memorial, points out that in 
consequence of the extent of the coast line 
of the province of Chékiang and the num- 
ber of islands situated in its waters, the 
maintenance of an effective cruiser service 
is rendered a matter of special import- 
ance. The late Governor, Yang Ch’ang- 
chiin, had two vessels, the Fu Po and 
Yuar-k’ai, built at the Foochow arsenal, 
for service in his jurisdiction, but as Wén- 
chow has now been created a port of open 
trade, it becomes necessary to station a 
steam vessel there also. In February last 
memorialist received a letter from Wa 
Tsan-ch’éng, Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal, informing him that the Chao 
Wu, a newly built, armour-plated, steam 
vessel, Captain Yeh-fu, had already been 
furnished with her complement of men, 
engineers, stokers, etc., as well as the necea- 
sary flags and other fittings, and he sug- 
gested that she should be retained for 
service in the Chékiang waters. Seven 
guns were still required for the vessel, but 
as [the Arsenal] was short of money these 
must be supplied by the Chékiang pro- 
vince. The wages and rations were on 
the scale allotted to 150 horse power vessels, 
that is to say, a complement of 84 men 
at a cost of Tls. 1,770 for the longer 
months and Ts. 1,710 for the shorter ones. 
Since the 12th of the 12th moon of last 
year, the day upon which the Captain 
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entered on his command up to the end of 
the year, the cost of maintaining the 
vessel was Tis. 1,000, which had been 
advanced by the Fohkien Government, and 
this sum memorialist would be requested 
to repay. The Captain left the docks on 
the 16th January and anchored in Ningpo 
at noon on the 20th, where the vessel was 
inspected by the Commander-in-chief, the 
Taotai and the Prefect. They reported 
her to be strong, durable and fast, and well 
adapted for cruising purposes. Memorialist 
accordingly gave orders that she should 
proceed to Wénchow and take up her 
station at that port, where the Taotai 
would take delivery of her and purchase 
the necessary guns for her use. As the 
coal she might require was a fluctuatin 
article as to value, and the quantity | 
depended on the number of days she 
might be at sea, which were also undeter- 
mined, it was arranged that the allowances 
for coal and wages should be issued from 
time to time according to the actual 
amount spent. The necessary funds, as 
in the case of the Fu Po and Yuan K’ai, 
were to be supplied from the lekin office. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

April 2nd.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are gazetted :—President of the 


Board of Works, P’an Tsu-yin He LS ;: 
President of the Court of Censors, T’ung 


Hua re 3 Vice-President of the Board 


of Civil Office, Hwang Cho Haia 


T’ung-shan is transferred to the Vice- 
Presidentship of the Board of Civil Office, 


and Chu Chih 7 is appointed .Senior 


Vice-President of the Board of War. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports a case of 
triple murder. Liu Hai, a native of Pa- 
chow in Chihli, lived in the same village 
as a married woman called Wang. A 
year and a half ago improper relations 
were established between them, which con- 
tinued several months unknown to the 
husband of the woman or other members 
of her family. The man, however, failed 
to supply her with money enough, and she 
broke off relations with him, and though 
he continued to come to the house and annoy 
her, she refused to have anything to do with 
him, and ordered her two boys to join her 
in cursing and insulting him, forbidding 

im entry into the house. Mortified and 
stung by this treatment, the man deter- 
mined to revenge himself by poisoning the 
woman and her children. One in the day 
early part of November last he saw the two 
boys grinding millet at the stone in the 
Village street, and he bethought himself of 
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some arsenic that he had remaining over 
from a packet he had used for killing in- 
sects among the corn. He went home to 
fetch it, and seized an opportunity when the 
boys were not looking to mix it with the 
flour they had ground. On the following 
morning the woman made this flour into 
gruel, of which she, her married daughter, 
and the two sons partook. The poison took 
effect in course of time, and they all began 
to vomit. The woman questioned her sons 
and learned from them that when they were 
grinding the millet on the previous day Liu 
Hai had come up and stirred the flour with 
his hand, so she divined that he had mixed 
poison into it. On her husband’s return 
she told him her suspicions, and died on 
the same day in spite of the efforts that 
were made to save her, as did also one of 
her sons. The other followed them the 
next day and the daughter alone recovered. 
The Prefect was told of the crime, and the 
man having been arrested made a full con- 
fession of his guilt. In accordance with 
the law onthe subject, the standing Imperial 
Death Warrant was put in force, and the 
man was led forth to a public place and 
executed by the slicing process. 

April 3rd.—(Court Circular.) Wadded 
robes will now be worn, and the white 
sleeve edgings will be taken off. 

(1) Memorial from the Court of Censors 
reporting the receipt of a petition from Liu 
Yiin-ch’ing, a native of Wei-hsien, in 
Shantung, holding official rank. He com- 
plains that nearly twenty years ago he re- 
claimed some waste land in the Yi-t’ai dis- 
drict of the same province, and that one 
Wang Hung, head of the ward in which it 
was situated, presumed upon his position 
and endeavoured to levy unauthorised taxes 
thereon, calling in a number of lawless per- 
sons to assist him in the execution of his 
unlawful acts. Frequent collisions occurred 
in consequence, and the people, unable to 
endure his tyranny any longer, applied to 
the Governor of the province, who sent an 
officer to survey the land and place it on 
the register for regular assessment. ' Wang 
Hung and his coadjutors were angered at 
this step, and vented their spite upon the 
persons who had applied to the provincial 
capital by stealing their crops, setting fire 
to their houses, and murdering those who 
resisted. Under such lawless tyranny, no 
one felt secure, and petitioner being unable 
to obtain protection from the local author- 
ities or justiee against so powerful anenemy, 
appeals to the capitalon behalf of himself 
and his fellow sufferers. 

(2) Wu Yuan-ping, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports the departure of a fleet of 100 junks 





from Shanghai with the first instalment of 
the tribute rice from his province. They 
carry altogether 223,128 piculs, exclusive of 
a waste allowance of 17,850 piculs which is 
to follow them. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Li Ho-nien, 
Director-General of the Grain ‘I'ransport. 
Two years ago a grant of Tls. 90,000 was 
obtained for dredging a portion of the 
Grand Canal, in Shantung, known as the 
Shih Tzii Ho, and putting the channel 
generally in a proper condition, It having 
been then determined to continue the adop- 
tion of the sea route for a while, these 
dredging operations were postponed and 
the money was lent to the Honan Govern- 
ment for application to the relief of the 
sufferers by famine. It having been deter- 
mined that transport by Canal shall be 
resumed this year, it becomes necessary to 
undertake this work of dredging the Shih 
Tzii Ho that had been postponed, and the 
loan above referred to having been refunded 
by the Honan Famine agency, it is proposed 
to put the matter in hand at once. 

April 4th,_(1) A decree appointing Ngén 
Lin wl ee to the post. of Sub-Chancellor 


of the Grand Secretariat. 
(2) A decree ordering a further series of 
rayers for rain at the State Temples to be 
held on the 7th inst. His Majesty will 
take a part. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the loss of two masts and thirty-three spars 
that were being conveyed to Chefoo with 
other stores for the repair and use of 
vessels belonging to tle Chin Chow Brigade 
in Shantung. These stores were under the 
charge of a petty official, who reports that 
the vessel left Ningpo on the 10th October 
last, and after having been at sea for 
a month, they had reached what is known 
as the Hei-shui-yang, when a violent storm 
arose and the waves broke over the ship, 
even above the sail, with such violence, 
that the masts and spars that were lashed 
alongside broke adrift and were washed 
away, two sailors being washed off with 
them into the sea. The waves were so 
high that it was impossible to go in search 
of them, the more that six others of the 
crew were seriously injured in the storm. 
The greater portion of the twenty per cent, 
of private cargo that the vessel was allowed 
to carry, which was stowed on deck, was 
thrown overboard to lighten the ship, and 
on the following day when the sea had 
somewhat abated it was found that the 
rudder and mast of the vessel had been 
injured in the storm. Certain casks of oil, 
yattans, varnish, and military stores from 
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Foochow that had been stowed below wers 
however, found to be complete. Afted 
another fortnight the vessel reached Che 
foo, where she was inspected by a deput; 
of the Taotai, who found the loss of th 
mast, spars, and men to have occurred 
reported, and was convinced that 
mishap was beyond the power of hums 
strength to prevent. The memorialist the 
roceeds to quote the case of a ves 
en with copper for the mint that ha§ 
been lost on a shoal, for which no restitw 
tion had been claimed, and on the strengt 
of this precedent prays that no claim mg 
be made in this instance for the restituticg 
of the spars that have been lost.—Referres 
to the proper Board. : 
April 5th.—_(1) A decree announcing th 
following appointments :—Reader of thé 


Han-lin, Wu La-pu Bh 3 Expositeg 
of the same College, Lien Yuan Wercg 


Censor, Board of Works, Wén Pao RR 
Censor, Shénsi Circuit, Li Jui-fiay 


(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, Chief! 
of the Grand Secretariat, and his colleagues. 
The 17th inst. being the date fixed for the 
final obsequies of Their late Majesties, and! 
His Majesty having received the commant| 
of the Empresses Dowager to start for the 
Mausolea on the 11th inst., the memorial’ 
ist’s Yamén will, in accordance with the; 
regulations, send forward one report of 
matters connected with their special depart 
ment daily at 1 p.m., all memorials and: 
other documents from the Boards and other 
Yaméns being sent at the same time. The 
report for the 11th inst., the day of His 
Majesty’s departure, will be despatched at 
3 a.m. on the following morning, the next 
one starting at the regular hour, and thé 
same hour will be selected daily until the 
15th inst., when no report will be sent, as 
His Majesty will be starting on the returm 
journey the following day, 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang apply: 
ing for permission to divert a portion of 
the grain tribute now on its way to the, 
capital for the relief of the sufferers by, 
flood in his province. The drought in' 
Chihli last spring and summer was followed 
by such excess of rain in the autumn that 
the rivers and dykes were full to overflow: 
ing, and the lowlying country was sub 
merged. This state of things was made: 
known to His Majesty in successive reports, 
and both taxes and rents were graciously 
remitted, measures being also taken for the 
relief of the sufferers. On his journey from 
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he provincial capital to Tientsin this year, 
nemorialist passed through Wen-an and 
»ther places and found the country every- 
vhere a vast lake, with occasional patches of 
1igh ground upon which crops could be 
srown. In An-chow things were nearly 
ws bad, and a breach in the embankment 
iad not yet been stopped. In the Hung 
District there was a slight improvement, 
ihe water gradually receding from the 
looded villages. Reports from numerous 
xther places reveal a great amount of 
listress and suffering from the same cause, 
that urgently demands relief. Unfortun- 
ately, after the famine had reached its 
height, the provincial Treasury was com- 
pletely drained, and now with the pressing 
demands for expenditure in connection 
with the Eastern Mausolea, and the pay of 
the troops at the Western Mausolea, memo- 
rialist’s resources are really exhausted. 
His relief fund, too, is at an end, and he 
does not know how to raise more. Under 
these circumstances, in view of the fact 
that human life is at stake, all that he can 
suggest is an appropriation from the tribute 
grain en route to the capital. (See Gazette 
of 18th March.) 

April 6th.— (Memorials issued for publi- 
cation.) Li Han-chang submits the regula- 
tions he has drawn up in connection with 
the sluice at Fan-k’ow. These are approved 
in a rescript appended to the memorial and 
are ordered to be given effect to. Hu Ping- 
lu, a graduate who was concerned in the 
riots that took place last year, and has now 
absconded, is to be apprehended without 
fail and brought to justice. 

Tséng Kuo-ch’tian, Governor of Shansi, 
reports the cessation of contributions to- 
wards the famine. 

(1) A decree referring to an enquiry 
that was ordered in January last into a 
statement volunteered by Chang P’ei-lun 
that Pao Shén, brother of the Grand 
Secretary Pao Yiian, had been pushed on 
through favour. Ting Pao-chéng and Li 
Hung-chang, in whose province this officer 
served for a time, both give him an ex- 
cellent character for ability and zeal which 
earned for him the bestowal of honorary 
rewards in both provinces. Chang P’ei- 
lun’s charges are accordingly dismissed. 

(2—3) Decrees appointing officers to 
take temporary charge of the seals and 
keys of different Banner Corps and van- 
guard divisions during the absence of their 
tegular Commanders with the Imperial 
cortdge. 

(4) A decree once more enunciating the 
programme to be followed in the course of 
the Imperial visit to the Eastern Mausolea. 
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The strictest order and seclusion is to be 
maintained along the line of route and the 
various detachments of officers detailed to 
guard the road are to take up their several 
stations quietly and respectfully, being care- 
ful to keep their men under thorough 
restraint and control. The carts and horses 
of those who are to take part in the pro- 
cession are to be kept off the Imperial 
road, and are not to be permitted to crowd 
at the side. 


(6) A decree ordering money to be given 
at the rate of one tael mace per mow to the 
farmers between Peking and Tsun-hua- 
chow, whose corn has been rooted up for 
the preparation of the road along which 
the Imperial cortdge is to , in order 
that they may supply themselves with seed 
to sow their land again. 


(7) A memorial from the Governor of 
Hupeh exonerating the Prefect of Me- 
ch’ang from all blame in connection with 
the late disturbances at Fan-k’ow, and giv- 
ing a favourable account of his character, 
antecedents and career. | 


April 7th.—A decree acknowledging the 
receipt of a report from Oh’ung Ch’i and 
Féng Yii-ch’i, the two high officers who 
were commissioned to investigate a charge 
laid against Ming An, Military Governor of 
Kirin, at the Censorate by Wei Hsing-ngo, 
a member of the Imperial Body Guard. 
The Governor was stated to have sent a 
messenger privately to one Han MHasiao- 
chung, a gold hunter, telling him to keep 
out of the way for a time, immediately 
after receipt of an Imperial decree order- 
ing an enquiry to be held into a case in 
which this gold hunter was implicated. 
Ch’ung Ch’i and Féng Yii-ch’i now report 
that upon careful enquiry they have ascer- 
tained that no servant of Ming An’s went 
last autumn from Peking to Kirin, and 
that every detail of the guardsman’s 
complaint is incorrect. He is, therefore, 
as a preliminary step, committed to the 
Board for the infliction of a penalty. 


(2) Sun Yii-wén 5 5 3 EH is ap- 


pointed Supervisor of Instruction. 

(3) Memorial from Ho Show-tz’t, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works. Having 
been called upon to state clearly in what 
relationship Li Chung-ming stands towards 
him, he begs to report that P’u-ch’i Hsien, 
in the Prefecture of Wu-ch’ang in Hupeh, 
is his native place, and that all his relatives 
are in Hupeh or Hunan. A slight rela- 
tionship has long existed between memo- 
rialist’s family, and that of a metropolitan 
graduate Yao Chi-hwui, an Expectant 
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Magistratein Kwangtung. LiChung-ming is 
connected with Yao Chi-hwui by marriage, 
but has no actual connexion with memo- 
rialist, nor has he had any social inter- 
course with him. He begs that the Court 
of Censors may be directed to ascertain 
whether or no Li Chung-ming does ‘‘ give 
. himself airs, come into collision with various 
persons, and defraud them.” 

(4) Memorial from Lin Chao-yuan, acting 
Governor of Kweichow, requesting the 
temporary suspension of the decree for the 
abolition of the purchase system as far as 
his province is concerned. (See Gazette of 
15th March.) On receipt of this decree, 
memorialist, fully recognising the merits of 
the measure could any means be devised 
for supplying the financial void which aboli- 
tion of sale of office would cause, took 
counsel with the Financial Commissioner 
and Judge upon the subject. The result of 
their deliberations was a conviction that the 
difficulty of raising other funds rendered 
the immediate suspension of the purchase 
system quite impossible. Since the province 
became the scene of military operations the 
callsfor expenditure have been numerous and 
varied, and though the measures of re-or- 
ganisation that have of late been instituted 
are gradually beginning to assume a less 
tangled and composed form, the defence 
works both in the upper and lower divisions 
of the River cannot possibly be abandoned. 
The payment of irregulars, arrears of 
wages, the construction and change of 
instruments of warfare, the renewal of city 
walls and other defensive works, the secur- 
ing of immigrants for the occupation of 
waste and deserted lands, etc. etc., are, 
each and all, objects requiring the expend- 
iture of large sums, and in addition to 
these, salaries, anti-extortion allowances, 
the support of the regular army, the postal 
service—the ordinary and indispensable 
organisation of the province, in short, has 
also to be provided for. The exercise of 
the most rigid economy cannot reduce the 
requirements for the satisfaction of these 
claims to less than two or three million 
taels. The province of Kweichow, at all 
times a poor one, has been so impoverished 
since the military occupation, and so much 
waste land still remains unoccupied, that 
the tax receipts from land and customs 
do not amount to more than Tis. 200,000. 
The Board of Revenue has fixed the annual 
subsidies which the various provinces are 
called upon by law to pay towards defraying 
the expenses of Kweichow at Tls. 700,000 
odd, but not a fraction of this sum has 
ever been forwarded, while not more than 
twenty per cent. of the military subsidies, 
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which are fixed at over Tls. 2,000,000 per 
annum, has been sent at any time. The 
total receipts from the customs in Chékiang, 
Shantung, Szechuen, Kiangsi and Kiu- 
kiang, for instance, only amounted last 
year to something over Tis. 300,000. It is 
seen, therefore, that the income of the 
province does not amount to a ten thou-' 
sandth part of the expenditure, and 
hitherto the purchase system has been 
looked to to supply in an infinitesimal degree 
the enormous deficit that has been shown 
to exist. The revenue obtained by the 
province from this source having greatly’ 
diminished of late in consequence of the 
‘* forest” of agencies that have every- 
where been established, permission was) 
some time since applied for and obtained) 
to depute officers to negotiate the sale of 
office and titles in every province in the) 
Empire. The issue of the decree above 
referred to will, doubtless, apply to every 
class of office, and memorialist must 
of necessity respect the motives that 
prompted the reform, and cannot ven-| 
ture to disregard the injunction. At 
the same time no efforts on his part will: 
enable him to raise the funds necessary to’ 
take the place of the revenue that will 
thereby be sacrificed. He cannot fail to 
appreciate at the same time the difficulties 
under which those provinces who under an 
obligation to aid him must be labouring 
when they are obliged to disregard im- 
perative calls from the Throne to furnish 
this aid. The memorial concludes with 
the assertion that if these grants in aid 
continue not to be forthcoming and the| 
only means of supplementing them are 
now to be withdrawn, the whole organisa-. 
tion of the province must come to a dead- 
lock. Salaries and allowances cannot be 
paid, the army cannot be supported or the 
postal system carried on, and the work of 
organisation will be brought to a standstill, 
with the result that previous labour will be: 
thrown away, and with the abandonment 
of defensive and precautionary measures: 
fresh troubles and calamities will again, 
arise. Memorialist has regarded the ques- 
tion from this side and from that, and his 
cogitations have interfered with his food 
and with his rest, and still he can think of: 
no alternative. All therefore that he can 
do is to speak out the truth, and pray His 
Majesty, in consideration of the terrible 
financial distress of the province of Kwei- 
chow and its exceptional condition as' 
compared with other provinces, to delay for 
a while the abolition of the purchase system 
as far as his particular province is con- 
cerned. 
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April 8th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Shun-tien reports a fall of rain in 
the capital to the extent of one inch and 
upwards of saturation. 

April 9th._{1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial gratitude for the rain which fell 
the preceding day. A series of thanks- 
giving services are ordered to be held in the 
State Temples on the 11th instant, in which 
His Majesty will take a part. 

(2-5) Decrees nominating officers to take 
poasession of the seals and keys of various 
departments and offices during the absence 
of their respective heads with the Imperial 
cortdye. 

(6) A Decree. Tso Tsung-t’ang reports 
acomplete victory gained by the Imperial 
troops over the Buriats and Andijani upon 
the frontier. Last year Ali Tashi, head of 
the Andijani rebels, induced Abdul Hama, 
a disaffected Mahommedan of the Buriat 
tribe, and others, to join him in a raid on 
the frontiers of Kashgaria, on the Southern 
portion of the New Dominion. Liu Chin- 
‘ang, Commissioner of the Office of Trans- 
mission, attacked them and put them to the 
rout. On the death of Ali Tashi, Abdul 
Hamet organised a second revolt with 
Andijani rebel bands and other disaffected 
subjects within the frontier. Liu Chin- 
t'ang, having informed himself of the nature 
and condition of the country, laid plans to 
surround them, and from the 24th of 
January to the 2nd of February was en- 
gaged in the disposition of his forces at 
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places. A succession of brilliant victories 
was gained and the enemy were pursued as 
far as the frontier. Three of their leaders 
were killed and over two thousand men, 
those that were left escaping across the 
border. A vast number of arms, camels 
and horses were captured. The decree 
then proceeds to speak in flattering terms 
of the’discretion, promptitude and zeal of 
Liu Chin-t’ang, who, as a reward for his 
successes, is to be presented with a dagger 
with a handle of white jade-stone, a flint 
and steel, a pouch, and two purses. Per- 
mission is at the same time given for a list of 
those to be submitted under his command 
who distinguished themselves in these en- 
gagements. The names of those officers 
who were killed in action are to be com- 
mitted to the Board for the bestowal of the 
highest marks of posthumous distinction. 
(7) Memorial from Héng Maiin, Tartar 
General of Szechuen, and Ting Pao-chéng, 
Governor-General of that province, report- 
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ing the arrival of an envoy from Nepal, or 
the kingdom of the Ghorkhas, with tribute 
and a letter from the King of that country, 
begging that his envoy may again be per- 
mitted, in accordance with the law, to have 
an audience of His Majesty. Inthe month 
of November, 1877, in consequence of the 
interruption ef communication along the 
Government postal road, resulting from the 
famine in Shénsi and Shansi, memorialist 
applied to His Majesty for permission to 
detain the tribute and letter from the 
Ghorkha King in Tibet and have them sent 
forward from thence under charge of a 
Weiyuan to Ch’eng-tu, where they would be 
taken delivery of by memorialists and sent 
on to Peking. The proposal received His 
Majesty’s sanction, but Sung Kw’ei, the 
resident at Lassa, having reported that the 
Nepalese envoy had already arrived and been 
sent forward under escort to Szechuen, a 
decree was issued directing that the tribute 
and letter should be taken charge of on his 
arrival at Ch’eng-tu and taken on to Pekin 
from thence by an officer specially sppainted 
for the purpose. In obedience to the above 
command, a Weiyuan was sent to Chamdo 
to meet the envoy and escort him to Cheng- 
tu. On the 2nd February last a Nepalese 
Envoy, Kochi and suite, arrived in Ch’eng- 
tu. In accordance with regulation, a 
banquet was given him and presents were 
bestowed upon him in manifestation of the 
great extent of the Imperial bounty and 
tender condescension. The envoy beat his 
head upon the ground with exclamations of 
joy at the treatment he received. He then 
presented a petition from the ruler of his 
country, dated the 6th moon of last year 
(July, 1878), to the following effect :—‘‘ A 
dweller in a remote corner of the earth ina 
distant and barren land, the King turns 
with longing towards the dlvilisation [of the 
Middle Kingdom]. It has been his practice 
to gain glory to himself by the despatch of 
an envoy who was admitted to the Presence, 
and he has been entirely dependent upon 
the rays of His August Majesty’s awe- 
inspiring influence and prosperity for 
securing peace and tranquillity in his 
borders.” He begged memorialists to re- 
present his sentiments to His Majesty, and 
ray for permission for his envoy to go to 
Poking as heretofore, that he might re- 
verently gaze upon the Sacred Countenance 
and offer the tribute in person. The word- 
iug of this document being respectful and 
pabsaieaiee, and the spirit of it earnest and 
perfectly sincere, the memorialists dare not 
refrain from bringing it to His Majesty's 
notice. They now find that since rain was 
obtained last autumn, the provinces of 
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Shansi and Shénsi have been quiet and un- 
disturbed, and that there is no reason to 
apprehend obstructions or stoppages along 
the Government postal road. It will be for 
His Majesty to decide whether the grateful 
influences of the Imperial bounty shall be 
specially exercised on this occasion, and the 
envoy Kochi and those with him be 
graciously permitted, as heretofore, to visit 
the ca tal. The memorialists humbly 
await His Majesty’s commands on this 
matter, to which they will give reverent 
and respectful obedience. They have fur- 
ther to report that on this occasion the 
ruler of the country in question and his 
envoy have some satin and comestibles as 
presents for memorialists, who do not 
venture to take upon themselves to deter- 
mine whether or no they shall accept them. 
They therefore humbly await His Majesty’s 
instructions on the galiect (For Rescript 
see Gazette of 25th March). 

April 10th.—({Court Ciroular.) The Go- 
vernor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of snow 
in the capital, to the depth of over 4 inches. 

(1) Memorial from the Prince of Tun, 
President of the Imperial Clan Court, and 
his colleagues. The gate keeper of the 
To-lo Bei-léh Yi Kw’ang, who holds the 
Brevet rank of Chiin Wang, or Prince of 
the 2nd Order, had repo: that his master 
had a respectful representation to make 
which he prayed the Court would submit 
to His Majesty on his behalf. The Bei-léh 
begs humbly to st»te that his own father, 
an Imperial Clansman whose name was 
Mien, died at 1 a.m. on the 16th March. 
Yi Kw’ang, holding the position of Chiang 
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ing is of the second or modified degree, 
should by law fulfil a period of mourning 
lasting 60 days. He humbly reflects, 
however, that as he is the eldest son of the 
house, he will not really feel easy in his 
mind if he only observes the 60 days period 
of mourning. He respectfully considers 
therefore that as his country is governed 
on the principle of filial piety, all that is 
left for him to do is humbly to implore 
the Heavenly Grace for the bestowal of 
congé to enable him to fulfil the 100 
days period of mourning, that he may 
thereby in a slight degree carry out the 
feeling that even a bird will have towards 
[the old ones that have given it life.] Me- 
morialists find that it is laid down by law 
that adopted sons, succeeding to the title 
of Prince, Bsi-léh, Bri-tzit, Duke, or other 
distinguished title, shall not be allowed to 
complete the 100 days period of mourning 
for their own father or mother until they 


Google 


| 

| 
[Aver 9—11, | 
have received special permission from His, 
Majesty. With the exception of those who 
have obtained this privilege, all such per- 
sons shall observe the 60 days of mourning 
followed by the year of [slighter] moun- 
ing prescribed by law. The memorialists 
cannot take upon themselves to come to 
any decision in the present case, which 
must be left to the Hessonly bounty of 
Their Majesties the Empresses and the 
Emperor. The Bei-léh Yi Kw’ang, being 
now under an obligation to put on mour- 
ing, has not appended his name to this 
memorial, although a member of the Court! 
by which it is presented. The request is 

ted by decree earlier issued. 

April 11th. — (Court Circular.) The: 
Emperor will start on his journey at 5am. 
to-morrow. 

(1) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’ian, 
Governor of Shansi, praying that s 
Memorial Board may be presented to 4 
temple at Féng-chén-t’ing in that province, 
the presiding deity of which hag manifested 
itself in a marked manner in answer (0! 
prayers for rain.—Granted by decree’ 
earlier issued, 

(2) Postscript memorial from Yi Li,: 
Governor of Anhwei. The dense woods 
and deep and lofty mountain ranges in 
Southern Anhwei affording facilities for 
the concealment of gangs of banditti com- 
posed of the remnants of the Mahommedan 
rebels and mixed classes of people that are 
to be found in the province, memorialist 
has been careful to give strict and repeated 
injunctions to his subordinates to be on the 
watch for insurrectionary movements. In 
the month of November last, the Magistrate 
of the Kuo-mén district of the Hwei-chow 
Prefecture reported that a rising in a vil 
lage within his jurisdiction on the confines 
of Kiangsi, the promoters of which bad 
attached a number of people to them by 
oaths of fraternity, had been brought tohis 
notice, its existence having been betrayed 
by the murder of a countryman who came 
across them. Soldiers were immediately 
sent in pursuit and succeeded in capturing 
six of their number, a seventh having taken 
to the water to escape from his pursuers, 
and been drowned. A number of arms that 
had been dropped by the fugitives wer 
picked up, as well as yellow wrappers and 
other articles. On the persons of the pr 
soners wrappers were also found, as well 
seals of office. The prisoners were sent {0 
the provincial capital and examined by the 
Prefect, who ascertained that they had beet 
induced to join the confederacy by the mat 
that had been drowned. The leader of tle 
gang was a Kiangsi man, who had abstained 
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from flesh for a long time and was in the 
habit of reciting Buddhist prayers. Each 
ton mt, or head man, was invested with 
quasi official rank and was provided with a 
seal, the members of the society being 
furnished with a cotton wrapper as a badge 
of membership. The gang were in the act 
of wearing allegiance over a decapitated 
fowl when they were surprised by the man 
above referred to, who asked them what 
they were doing and was killed for his 
curios ity. They then determined to enter 
the di strict town and plunder it, but before 
they could carry out their plan they were 
surprised by the troops and the deponents 
captured. The six men were summarily 
decapitated, and the head of the man that 
was drowned was cut off and exposed after 
the usual inspection and identification of 
the body. Orders were at the same time 
given for the capture of those who were 
still at large, and the leader of the gang and 
some of his followers were subsequently 
arrested and put to death. The usual re- 
wards are solicited for the officers who 
distinguished themselves on this occasion. 
April 12th and 13th.—During the absence 
of the Emperor from Peking the Gazette 
appears only on alternate days. 
(Memorials issued for publication.) The 
Governor-General of Min-ch’éh recom- 
mends Ch’én Haing-chii for the post of Fu 


Min T'ung-chih RR Ql) or sub- 


Prefect with jurisdiction over subjugated 
aborigines (?), for the central division of 
T’ai-wan Fu.—Referred to the Board of 
Civil Office. 

(1) A Decree. Let Wang Shao-tsu, the 
common person who presented an urgent 


petition (Ap) Ba) to Us on the road this 
day be handed, over to the Board of 
Punishments to be subjected to the most 
igid examination. 

(2) A decree ordering the Jail Warden 
at Pin-ch’uan-chow in Yiinnan to be cash- 
iered and placed on his trial with certain 
other persons for having allowed some 
prisoners under his charge to escape. The 
sub-Prefect of the place is to be deprived 
of rank but retained at his post during a 
limited period, within which he is to effect 
the arrest of the missing prisoners. If he 
fails in doing so, he is to be denounced and 
proceeded against in the usual manner. 

(3) A long memorial from Ngén Ch’éng 
and T’ung Hwa, the two high officers com- 
missioned to investigate certain charges 
brought against Ting Pao-ch’éng and some 
of his subordinates, reporting on the result 
of their enquiry into a portion of these 
charges, each of which is recapitulated and 
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the true statement of the case appended. 
After calling attention to their earlier 
reports and the complaints they have been 
obliged to make against certain officers, 
whose continued disregard of their orders to 
produce several witnesses has delayed the 
completion of their reports on every charge, 
they proceed to detail those upon which they 
have beenabletocometoadecision. The first 
of these was that the Governor-General, 
knowing nothing about mechanical appli- 
ances, did, from a love of great enterprises, 
a wish to gain credit to himself, and a be- 
lief in his own powers, erect an arsenal, 
break down a reservoir fur the purpose of 
opening a waterway for the conveyance of 
machinery into the city of Ch’éng-tu ; and 
completely destroy certain works for the 
control of the water in the lower part of 
the city. That he further destroyed a 
number of dwelling houses to render a 
stream navigable inside the city in places 
where it had hitherto been impassable 
for boats, and turned a deaf ear to the 
lamentations of the people at the sufferin, 
this entailed upon them. That he hi 
spent over Taels 100,000 in the construc- 
tion of guns and rifles that burst when they 
were tested ; that he wished to denounce 
the Wei-ywanin charge ; that the Wei-yuan 
objected and wanted him to call on the 
inancial Commissioner to make good the 
loss, but that the latter had no mgney 
wherewith to do so. Finally, that these 
useless weapons were forced upon the 
Volunteer Militia throughout the province, 
who were compelled to pay for them 
whether they would or no. Careful en- 
quiry has elicited the following facts :—An 
arsenal was established on the archery 
ground of the Governor-General’s Brigade, 
and as the space was not large enough, a 
neighbouring house was bought at the 
proper rate, as the deed of transfer will 
show. The remaining charges enumerated 
under the above heading prove to be 
utterly untrue. No guns burst, no de- 
mand was made from the Financial Com- 
missioner, and no weapons were forced 
upon the Volunteers. The arsenal was 
opened in December, 1877, and in the 
course of twelve months it turned out a 
complete set of water power machinery, a 
number of other kinds of machinery large 
and small, and over two hundred guns and 
rifles, at a total cost of something over 
Tis. 60,100. In the opinion of memorialists, 
however, the conditions of Szechuen—an 
inland province where military operations 
are not at present in progress—are so vastly 
different from those of a maritime province, 
that there is not by any means the same 
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necessity for an arsenal as called forth those 
in the north and south, which have for their 
object maritime defence. There is con- 
stint reason to apprehend, moreover, that 
the lekin collected will be insufficient to 
meet the grants in aid to other provinces, 
while the Arsenal, which has just been 
established one year, has cost over Tls. 
60,000 including building, repairs, and 
machinery, and has only turned out seventy 
rifles. Were these of fine workmanship 
and superior quality the Government would 
of course not object to the heavy expense, 
but as a matter of fact they very much 
resemble those imported from foreign 
countries, and seem neither in material, 
workmanship nor finish to be quite as good 
as they might be, while it is as yet impos- 
sible to predict anything about their power 
of range, accuracy, or durability. On 
reference to the books, memorialsts find 
that the Governor-General bought 4,500 
rifles (HEF tf) in the month of June, 
1877, at a cost of Tls. 1.2 per rifle, so that 
it does not require much experience to see 
that it is far cheaper to buy than to make 
them, especially when the article of local 
manufacture is not of the finest workman- 
ship. Under these circumstances they 
would recommend that the arsenal be 
closed, in order to save a waste of expen- 
diture. If an actual. necessity arises for 
arms, they can be bought as heretofore. 
The memorialists then proceed to report 
on other charges of irregularity, etc., which 
are summarised in a decree of 21st March. 

April 14th-15th.—(1) A decree order- 
ing the bestowal of a piece of silver one 
tael in weight upon each of the members 
of the Imperial Equipage Department form- 
ing the escort to Their Majesties on the 
road to the Mausolea. The money is to be 
supplied from the Privy Purse. 

(2) A decree ordering the bestowal of 
half a month’s extra pay upon the lieut- 
enants, sergeants, second sergeants, cor- 
porals and privates on duty at Yén-chiao, 
Pai-chien, T’ao-hua Ssii and Lung-fu Ssi, 
the four places through which the Imperial 
cortége passed. 

(3) Shao Héng-yii, Governor of Hunan, 
reports the rehearing of an appeal case sent 
down by the Court of Censors in January, 
1877. Huang Shao-hsiang, a graduate by 
purchase, who lives at Shao-yang in Hunan, 
opened an iron smelting establishment some 
years ago, and hired Hsiao Kuo-k’un to 
conduct the manufacture of steel in his 
works. In July, 1874, Hsiao Kuo-k’un 
was reckoning his account of wages 
with Hwang, and the latter wished to 
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deduct the price of thirteen days’ labo 
from the account as Hsiao had bet 
ill during that time and had done no wor 
Hsiao objected, and a dispute arose, int! 
course of which he caught hold of Hwan 
who struck him with his fist in the stoma 
whereupon Hsiao retaliated and showe 
blows promiscuously upon him. Hwag 
in the excitement of the struggle, dre 
back and dealt Hsiao a kick in the mid 
which caused him to fall over a low beng 
on which he struck his jaw, and then f 
to the ground, bruising his temple in # 
fall. Some men that were by picked hi 
up, and his account of wages settled, 
went home to his father’s house, where k 
died some weeks afterwards from t 
effects of his bruises. His father Hsi 
Ting-lieh, who was a poor man, borrows 
some money, bought a coffin and burs 
him. His brother Hsiao Ting-jung, ©! 
was blind and dependent on his broth 
for support, laid a charge in the Magistrae 
of murderous assault against Hwang Sha 
ch’i. The Acting Magistrate, who s 
pected that the charge was a false one, 
the ground that it had been brought nea 

a month after decease, when, owing to th 
heat of the weather, decomposition wou 
render inspection difficult, insisted on 
appearance of the witnesses for the prosect 
tion before he would hold an inquest. 
fore these made their appearance his succe 
sor arrived, and a second charge was laid 
but it was not till four months afterward 
that the coffin was exhumed and the bod 
inspected, and then decomposition was 
far advanced that no marks of violer 
could be detected and a verdict was givé 
of death from natural causes. The plainti 
declined to sign the usual acceptance, 9 
the body was given over to the tipao, a 
they weresent back tothe Magistracy for fu 
ther examination, but, as the witnesses we 
notall forthcoming they were released on ba 
In the meantime the father had appeal 
to the judge who referred the case 
the Magistrate. The latter, however, ws 
cashiered at this juncture, and his succet 
sor, hearing that a certain military graduate, 
a relative of the plaintiffs, was setting them 
on to give all this trouble, applied for 
permission to cashier him and bring him 
to trial, but the man refused to surrender 
himself, and this occasioned much delay. 
Hsiao Ting-jung, the brother of the de 
ceased, indignant at the failure to avenge 
his brother’s wrongs, and distressed that 
these should have brought trouble on his 
relatives, went to Peking and lodged 
appeal in which he stated that bribery 
and corruption had been at work, and made 
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other charges that were quite untrue. 
After quoting the law bearing on the case, 
the following sentences have been passed :— 
Hwang Shao-ch’i, who should suffer death 
by strangling after the usual term of incar- 
ceration, obtains a free pardon under the 
Act of Grace of 1875. He has been ordered, 
however, to pay Tls. 20 for the funeral 
expenses of the deceased. Hsiao Ting-jung 
ought to receive 50 blows, for his false 
charges and neglect to appeal to the Gov- 
vernor-General or Governor before taking 
his case to Peking. As he is a blind man, 
however, he is allowed to commute the 
sentence by the usual monetary payment. 

(4) Postscript memorial from the same 
officer with reference tu the decree on the 
abolition of purchase. The only purchase 
agency for raising funds for local purposes 
was abolished three years ago. An agency 
for Kweichow has long been established, 
and this was subsequently followed by 
the institution of similar offices for Yiinnan 
and Shansi. The memoralist has now writ- 
ten to the high authorities of these three 
provinces to furnish returns to the proper 
office of the amount of their receipts from 
the sale of office and to report to His 
Majesty the schemes they have devised to 
supply the deficit that will be created by 
the abolition of the system. 

April 16th-17th.—(1-3) Decrees directing 
the bestowal of pieces of silver, one tael in 
weight, to the members of the Bodyguard 
and other subordinates in attendance on 
Their Majesties during the ceremonial at 
the Mausolea. 


(4) Kwang-ying 4 RK is appointed 
Superintendent of the Huai-an Customs. 
No other documents of importance. 

April 18th-19th.—A series of decrees are 
published in this issue expressing satisfac- 
tion at the manner in which the prepara- 
tions and arrangements for the final cere- 
mony at the Eastern Mausolea have been 
carried out, and conferring rewards on the 
high officers to whom these arrangements 
were entrusted. 

(1) The Empresses being satisfied with the 
manner in which the building works have 
been carried out, have given orders for the 
bestowal of extraordinary marks of distinc- 
tion upon the Princes and high ofticers to 
whose reverent attention and zeal the satis- 
factory nature of this work is due. The 
Prince of Kung is to be committed to the 
Imperial Clan Court for the bestowal of a 
distinguished reward, and his son, the Bei- 
léh Tsai Chéng, is to draw double pay. The 
Prince of Ch’un is to draw double salary 
and to have the privilege of riding in a four 
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bearer chair within the precincts of the 
“Forbidden City.” The list includes the 
names of Jung Lu, Commandant of the 
Gendarmerie ; Ngén Ch’éng, President of 
the Board of Ceremonies ; and Weng T’ung- 
ho, President of the Board of Punishments ; 
besides a number of Secretaries and As- 
sistant Secretaries of Boards, to each of 
whom a specific reward is assigned. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
satisfaction with the manner in which the 
ceremonies were performed at the Hui Ling 
(Mausolea of Emperor T’ung Chih), an 
conferring rewards upon the responsible 
officers. The name of the Prince of Kung 
also heads this list, with the gift of two 
grades of commutative rank. 

(3) Next, the high officers who assisted 
at the ceremony of the installation of the 
tablets to Their late Majesties are rewarded. 

(4) Certain of the commissioned officers 
of the Cavalry in attendance are to be 
selected by the Commander-in-chief of the 
Peking Field Force for the bestowal of 
rewards, and the privates are to receive a 
month’s pay. The commissioned officers of 
the Chihli force that were on duty are all 
to receive one grade of commutative rank, 
and the privates are to get a month’s pay. 

(5) The Presidents and Vice-Presidents 
of the Board of Works are next rewarded. 

(6) The bearers of the Imperial Hearse 
are each to receive a piece of silver one tael 
in weight. 

(7) The Princes of Kung and Li, Prince 
Po-yén-na-mo-hu, and the Bei-léh, Dukes, 
and others who accompanied His Majesty 
into the tomb are rewarded by the bestowal 
of two steps of commutative rank or other 
distinctions. 

(8) The Governor-General of Chihli and 
the officers under his command, who were 
on duty in connection with the Imperial 
visit to the Mausolea, are to receive one 
step of commutative rank, and the soldiers 
are to receive a month’s pay. 

(9) Memorial from Hwang T’i-fang once 
more referring to the charges against Ho 
Show-tz’i and Li Chung-ming the Peking 
bookseller. In a recent number of the 
Peking Gazelte he noticed a memorial from 
the President of the Board of Works in 
which he states that there is no ‘ actual” 
relationship between himself and Li Chung- 
ming, nor does any social intercourse exist 
between them. The memorialist humbly 
ventures to consider that in the matter of 
family relationship, if such exists, it should 
be acknowledged to exist, and if it does 
not exist it should be denied, how can dis- 
tinctions be drawn between actual and 
spurious relationship, between proper and 
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improper intimacy? Memorialist hears 
that ‘‘ there is not the slighest tie between 
Ho Show-tz’i and Li Chung-ming,” and 
yet both the late and the present wife of 
the latter are recognised by Ho Show-tz’tt 
as his adopted daughters, and the intercourse 
between the two families is that of relatives! 
Li Chung-ming assumes towards others the 
position of the son-in-law of Ho Show- 
tz’, and Ho Show-tz’t presents a fan to 
Li Chung-ming upon which the latter is 
styled in large letters ‘‘Chung Shan, my 
elder brother by marriage.” This is known 
to everyone in the capital by hearsay or 
ocular demonstration. The habit of adopt- 
ing different names and borrowing children 
is one that prevails amongst the petty 
inhabitants of a simple village as a means 
for increasing friendship and intimacy, 
and is a base and servile practice amongst 
the hangers on of honorable and dis- 
tinguished families. It carries with it no 
duties of relationship that can be called 
such. Ho Show-tz’t, knowing well that 
the relationship was neither actual nor 
legitimate, does, in reality, under pretence 
of repudiating it, give a clue by which the 
families may be brought together, con- 
necting them by a [chain both] distant 
and involved. Surely the manner in 
which he states this renders the matter he 
tries to conceal more patent than ever to all. 
Commercial intercourse and acquaintance- 
ship between booksellers and gentry or 
high officers of State is a matter of frequent 
occurrence, and if they be not allowed to 
reach a stage of intimacy as in this case, 
but are confined to visits in connection 
with the purchase of books, there can no 
harm be done, But the intimacy of Ho 
Show-t’zu is a matter of common notoriety. 
Presents pass on every occasion of festivity 
or of mourning, and the visits that are 
paid in the course of the year could 
not be reckoned in two figures. Li Chung- 
ming’s residence is in the centre of the 
Cl’ang, in a wide thoroughfare, where 
everyone can see the green covered chair 
of Ho Show-tz’i frequently standing 
in the street exciting general astonishment 
and admiration. What, then, can Ho 
Show-’tzii’s object be in prevaricating to 
this extent? Memorialist ventures to 
consider that truthfulness (lit. absence 
of deception) is a fundamental principle 
in the service of a Minister towards his 
Prince, and Ho Show-tz’i has been the 
first to offend against the prohibition 
against deceit laid down with such a 
blaze of majesty in a decree issued at the 
close of last year. The memorialist then 
proceeds to demonstrate the deception that 
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has been practised by the President in the| 
explanations offered by him which no one: 
ventures to expose, and argues that if he 
dares openly to be guilty of deceit in a! 
matter of public notoriety, it is probable: 
that he would go to greater length in) 
other cases. The Censorate will doubtless 
be able to deal properly with Li Chung-| 
ming, but Ho Show-tz’t’s duplicity and 
guile have been the subject of open com- 
ment and amusement in the streets. The 
interests that are involved in the lawless 
action of a tradesman are so slight as 
compared with the wrong doing of a high 
Minister towards those above him, that 
memorialist feels it his duty to put the case 
in its true light before His Majesty. (Seo! 
Gazettes of April 1st and 7th.) 

April 20th-21st.—(1) Yang Yo-pin is per- 
mitted to relinquish his duties as Admiral 
of the Yangtsze and return to his native) 
place to minister to his parents. 

(2) Decree directing that certain people 
who presented petitions during the progress 
of the Imperial cortége of the preceding 
day shall be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments to be submitted to the most 
rigorous examination. 

(3) A further reward of a piece of silver | 
one tael in weight is to be bestowed on tho’ 
guards in immediate attendance upon the' 
Imperial equipage. The Privy Purse is to! 
supply the necessary amount. 

(4) Memorial from the Governor-General | 
of the Hu-kwang Provincesand the Governor | 
of Hupeh respecting a set of rules, eight in’ 
number, that they have drawn up for the: 
maintenance of peace and order in andi 
about the lake and its approach at Fan-' 
k’ow. These regulations are not given in| 
the memorial. (See Gazette of 6th April.) | 

April 22nd.—The Gazette again com-' 
mences to appear daily. | 

(1) A decree ordering a further bestowal | 
of-rewards upon the high officers and others | 
who accompanied the Imperial cortdge back 
to Peking. 

(2) Memorial from Ching Lien and Ho) 
Show-tz’t, who were instructed to inspect 
the condition of the rice in the Nan Hsin! 
Tsang, @ portion of which was reported | 
unfit for consumption. ‘The result of their: 
enquiries and the frauds disoovered by 
them are summarised in a decree of the 
28th March. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials relating to matters 
of official routine. . 

April 23rd.—(1) A decree conferring 
rewards on a number of minor officers who 
have been connected with the works at the 
Imperial Mausolea since-the death of the 
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Emperor T’ung Chih. The list of names 
occupies over thirty pages of the Gazette. 
(2) A series of propusals for the conser- 
vation and improvement of the waterways 
of Kiang-nan, submitted by a civil ofticial 
on probation of the 9th degree of rank, Hai 
Jung by name. He commences by the as- 
sertion that the question of grain transport is 
one that specially affects the Kiang-nan pro- 
vinces in which, similarly, the preservation 
of waterways is a matter of great importance 
that has engaged the attention and called 
forth the efforts of successive dynasties, 
resulting in commercial activity and pros- 
perity for the past two hundred years. In 
the 28th and 29th years of Tao Kwang there 
was so heavy a rainfall that the rivers and 
lakes could not contain the water, and the 
historical region of San-hu, of which Su- 
chow is the centre, was transformed into 
one vast lake. On the subsidence of the 
fivuod the beds of the various streams and 
rivers became choked up with mud, and the 
general attention having been concentrated 
shortly afterwards upon the suppression of 
the T’aiping rebellion, which wasfollowed by 
a diminished population and an exhausted 
treasury, the water system fell into neglect 
and became daily shallower and more 
obstructed, with the result that it was 
serviceable neither for drainage in times of 
excessive rain, nor as a feeder in time of 
drought. At the present time, at the 
expense of double the effort, it is capable of 
being availed of to half the extent it formerly 
was, but if no efforts be made in the way 
of improvement or repairs until it becomes 
useless, the cost will be enormous even if 
success be possible. It is in view of this 
contingency that the writer of the memor- 
andum ventures to submit a few suggestions 
on the subject. The water system in and 
around the cities of Sung-kiang and Soo- 
chow is so complicated that it is impossible 
to consider each channel separately, but it 
may be stated as a general proposition that 
the whole of this system is fed by, and 
drains into, the T’ai-hu Lake, which is a 
reservoir also for the drainage from the 
hills around Hangchow, Chia-hsing, Hu- 
chow, and other places. The lake has two 
outlets into the sea. One to the S.E. by 
the Shanghai or Hwangpoo River, the other 
to the N.E. by the T’ai-tsang or Liu-chiang 
River, both these streams forming, as it 
were, the vitals of the two prefectures whose 
names they take. Forming, as they do, 
the one the throat of the lake, and the 
other the tail, it is essential that these water- 
ways should be kept clear, and with his 
object it is necessary that a clearance should 
be made of the marsh grass and reeds that 
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line the banks, the growth of which is 
encouraged by a set of roughs and vaga- 
bonds, as they obstruct the flow of the 
water. The branches or feeders of these 
main streams should be cleared out, that 
they may be available fur purposes of drain- 
age or irrigation, and so the two prefectures 
referred to be secured against the effects 
either of drought or flood. In the case of 
Huai-an and Yang-chow [the prefectures 
lying between the Yangtsze and Yellow 
Rivers], and forming the bed of the water 
system that connects the Huai-an and 
Yellow Rivers, the question becomes still 
more difficult. Speaking generally, the 
Hung-tsé Lake forms the upper reservoir, 
both for feeding and drainage, of this 
system ; the five t’ang, or dykes, control the 
central portion of the system, and the 
Mang-tao, and Yén-ho or Salt Canal, form 
the connecting channels with the Yangtaze, 
while the Miao-wan and Yun-ti Kwan 
Rivers connect the system with the sea. 
The method in which this system should 
be preserved and controlled lies in the 
deepening of the Hung-tsé lake in such 
wise as to render it capable of contain- 
ing the water [that is drained into it], 
maintaining the five dykes in such order 
that they may be available for purposes 
of irrigation, and keeping free communica- 
tion along the four rivers mentioned above. 
Dykes or embankments were constructed 
in this region during the Sung dynasty, 
and were of great benefit, but in spite of 
repeated repairs and attention, they do not 
now answer the purpose that they did. It 
seems improbable that the failure is due to 
the fact that the standard of intelligence is 
not so high as it used to be. The supposi- 
tion therefore is that the rivers have changed 
their character. Not only is the river at 
Huai-an and Yangchow different from what 
it used to be in ancient times, but it has 
undergone a marked change during the 
past twenty years or so. Before that time 
the waters of the Hung-tsé Lake were 
agitated by high winds into great waves all 
through the year, and now at dry seasons it 
is possible to cross it with the skirts of one’s 
garment lifted up. At Kao-chia-yén there 
used to be a brick-faced dyke, but this was 
pulled down and the bricks employed in the 
construction of a wall round Ch’in-ch’iang- 
p'u, and now, though the Yellow River no 
longer flows to the Southward, the pre- 
fectures of Huai-an and Yang-chow are 
still in imminent danger whenever there is 
a rise of water [at Ch’in-ch’iang-p’u], and 
if at any time the Yellow River should 
revert to its old bed, the disastrous results 
would be quite inestimable. If minor 








officials were sent to inspect the country 
and concert measures of precaution, their 
certain course would be to pursue a near- 
sighted policy and to act only with regard 
to the interests of the immediate locality 
with which they were concerned, without 
considering the safety or convenience of the 
country lower down. Or they might even 
gloss over the danger and condemn tHe 
whole question as one involving remote 
contingencies, and therefore unnecessary of 
consideration. It is therefore suggested 
that high and responsible officials he sent 
to consider the whole matter and gather 
information on the subject from those 
whose age and experience entitle their 
opinions to respect, with a view to deter- 
mining what permanent provision can 
be made against the silting up of the 
present channel and consequent flooding 
of the country. The sluices in the 
various tidal streams should also be 
set in order with a view to preventing 
the entry of mud or silt, and the inner 
waters thus secured from obstructions 
caused by deposits. In former times the 
grain junks from Chinkiang to Kua-chow 
used to go by way of Tan-yang and Tan-t’u, 
and thus avoid the dangers of the other 
route which necessitated a voyage of 90 li 
on the Great River. This involved the 
annual dredging of achannel some 130 li in 
length, which bore hardly on the people in 
that neighbourhood, owing to the exactions 
of the officials superintending the work. 
This work was purposely scamped and the 
dredgings were piled up on either side of the 
river instead of being carried off, that they 
might be washed back into the stream by 
the rain and the dredging recommenced the 
following year by the officials who made a 
living out of the job. It followed that the 
channel filled up again almost as soon as it 
was dredged, and boats had to wait for the 
tide before they could geton. There being 
two tides daily, and the flow of the incom- 
ing one being swift and that of the 
outgoing one slow, silt accumulated, and 
the large sums annually employed in clear- 
ing the channel were actually spent in vain. 
What is now required therefore is that this 
160 44 should be properly dredged and a 
sliuce constructed at Chinkiang, which 
should.be opened and shut at stated periods 
under official supervision, no boats being 
allowed to enter or go out except on a 
falling tide. No silt can then get in 
and the channel will be kept permanently 
clear at a great saving of expense, labour, 
and the hardship that the latter entails. 
In former days dredging was an expensive 
work, but now that machinery can be em- 
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ployed, this might either be constructed. 
at one of the arsenals, or foreign dredgen@: 
hired, which will do the work both mor 

rapidly and at a saving of expense, ang. 
show immediate results. 4 

The same officer next submits a memorg 
andum suggesting the necessity for increas 
ing the salaries at present issued to officia 
serving in Peking, which are miserab; 
inadequate. 

April 24th.—(1) A decree acknowledvingt 
the receipt of a memorial from Kuang Sho 
and Ch’ien Pao-lien, the high officers senf. 
to Shantung to ascertain the truth of state 


being in the habit of demanding present 
on festivals and birthdays and indulging ig 
illegal levies. They state that, althoug! 
no positive proof exists of the Governo 
having exacted illegal fees, on each of th 
festivals and upon his birthday the Com@, 
missioners, Taotai, Prefect, and others g 
to him with presents, which he accep 
Also, that his domestics are in the habit 
accepting what are known as men-pao, 
fees for sending in cards of visitors. Fo 
his apparent ignorance of the duty of kee 
ing a due check [upon avaricious instincts) 
and for his neglect to exercise a prope 
supervision over his inferiors, the Governo 
is to be committed to the Board for the in 
fliction of a penalty. The Judge and la 
Financial Commissioner having been four 
to have indulged in similar misdemeanoung, 
are to be committed to the Board sim 
taneously with the Governor. 

(2) Explanatory memorial from H 
Show-tz’i. Having been called upon 
offer further explanations as to the nat 
of his relations with Li Chung-ming, thi 
Peking bookseller, he begs to report t 
his story of his distant relationship wi 
Yao Chi-hui, and the connection of 
Chung-ming with the same person by mas 
riage, is perfectly true. Had memoriali 
wished to deceive it would have been eas 
enough to have said directly that no con 
nection existed, for what object could b 
served by inventing such a story an 
creating unnecessary complications? Th 
memorialist being a lover of books, ang 
there being no special law to prohibif 
officials from holding relations with book 
sellers, he was constantly in the habit 
frequenting different book shops to p 
chase or inspect their stock. The Pao Mi 
Chai, belonging to Li Chung-ming, con 
tains a larger stock than the others and 
Was consequently frequently visited by 
memorialist, who had, however, no in- 
timacy with the proprietor beyond com: 
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nercial dealings. Memorialist having been 
requently to the Liu Li Ch’ang since last 
vinter to drill the bearers of the Imperial 
Tearse, was wont to look in on his way to 
ee the books, and, as Chang P’ei-lun 
orrectly observes, his cart might have been 
een at the door by everyone. As for such 
boorish and petty thing as the adoption of 
he man’s wife for his daughter, such 
ractices are the delight of rustic clowns, 
nd even they are ashamed ofthem. How- 
ver great a fool memorialist may be, he 
ertainly would never get as far as this. An 
ld man now, seventy years of age, he has 
erved three generations of the Imperial 
{ouse, and surely, however stupid he may 
e, it is his wish to do his duty carefully 
nd reverently towards those who have 
herished and fostered him? The memo- 
ial concludes with the strongest protesta- 
ions of loyalty and gratitude. In a post- 
cript it is explained that the memorial was 
eady for presentation at an earlier date, 
‘ut as it contained characters which on that 
articular day came under the law of 
‘respectful withdrawal,” its presentation 
ras delayed. 

(4) Postscript memorial from Kuo Sung- 
ao (late Envoy to Great Britain and 
'rance):—Your servant, who was always 

victim to numerous bodily infirmities, 
as graciously sent forth by His Majesty 
na distant errand of great responsibility 
1 the declining years of his life. His task 
tas the more difficult from his dullness and 
tant of comprehension, which intensified 
is fears and apprehensions [of failure.] 
‘rom the 6th or 7th moon of the year 
efore last he began to suffer from sleep- 

*seness, and by the time a year had elapsed 
isconstitution grew more feeble day by day. 
n the second moon of last year he sud- 
enly experienced a welling up of phlegm 
ito his mouth, and he vomited fresh 
lood without ceasing in such quantities 
hat in a brief space of time a basin 
‘as filled to overflowing. Reflecting on 
he fact that his life had been marked by 
series of troubles and afflictions causing 
bstruction of breath and mental agitation 
‘hich had already developed an asthmatic 
ondition, but that he had hitherto been 
erfectly free from this particular complaint 
lescribed above], memorialist was filled 
‘ith deep apprehension lest he might be 
iid in a ditch in a strange and far distant 
ind, and so be unable to fulfil his obliga- 
ons even to an infinitesimal degree. 
‘hanks, however, to the Heavenly Com- 
anion, he was graciously allowed to give 
p his duties, thus being indebted to the 
ast in ag eee bounty of his Sacred 
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Master for the failing breath that still re- 
mains to him. Considering, too, that dur- 
ing the two years he was abroad he 
had been examined by many doctors, who 
felt his pulse and gave him medicines in 
a very different manner from that of the 
Central Land ; and that though their efforts 
to relieve the indigestion and remove the 
torpor of the internal organs were occasion- 
ally efficacious in a slight degree, memori- 
alist’s constitution grew weaker day by 
day, and he had no means of restoring it, 
after careful thought he came to the con- 
clusion that the only thing was to seize the 
opportunity of a steamer going to Shang 
hai and return to his native place by wayof- 
the Yangtsze to seek [proper] medical 
advice. He therefore now implores the 
Heavenly Grace to bestow upon him 
three months’ congé, that he may give 
timely attention to his complaint and 
thus perhaps prevent its assuming a 
chronic form. Upon arrival at his native 
place, it will still be incumbent upon him 
to report the date upon which he reaches 
his home. It is his earnest wish that the 
speedy measures he will adopt for his cure 
may bring about an approach to convales- 
cence enabling him to return to the capital 
and perform his duties, in the hope that he 
may be permitted to testify by his efforts 
the gratitude that even a dog or a horse 
would show to its master. Your humble 
servant, prays for the sacred glance upon 
this his postscript memorial, setting forth 
the particulars of his application for congé 
on the ground of sickness.—Granted by 
rescript. 

April 25th.—(1) Memorial from the 
President of the Board of Civil Office and 
his colleagues with reference to the penalty 
they were called upon to determine for 
Ho Show-tz’t, President of the Board of 
Works, for his want of frankness in the 
explanations offered of his connection with 
Li Chung-ming, the Peking bookseller. 
His offence comes under the category of a 
private misdemeanour, the legal penalty for 
which is deprivation of three steps of com- 
mutative rank and removal to another 

ost. The memorialists submit that Ho 
Show-tz't should be punished accordingly. 
(For decree see Gazette of 1st April.) 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the departure of the first instalment of the 
tribute grain to be forwarded by sea from 
The total amounts to 180,120 

iculs, of which 102,110 were despatched 
by steamer and the remainder in 32 junks. 

(3) Memorial from one of the high 
officers in charge of the Mausolea, giving 
details as to the number of cushions he had 





rovided for Their Majesties’ use at the 

ausolea with the color and material of 
which they were made, and the rooms and 
seats for which they were intended. 

-April 26th.—(1) A decree appointing Hu 
T’u-li Hil ie to the post of Director 
of the Grand Court of Revision. 

(2) An appeal case submitted by the 
Court of Censors. A woman called Sun 
had sent her nephew with the following 
petition :—Petitioner was married to Sun 
Chan-t’ing, a native of Ts’ang Chow in 
Chihli, three years ago. He had a concubine 
residing in the house, whom he had bought 
some years since. This woman had be- 
haved improperly with petitioner’s husband’s 
nephew Sun Shén-nien. Two years ago 
she and her paramour cast covetous glance 
at the family property, and with a view 
to its acquisition persuaded a number of 
official underlings to take petitioner’s hus- 
band in custody on some false charge. 
He was then mulcted of 200 strings of 
cash, but his liberty was still refused 
him and he died in prison at the end of 
two months from some unknown cause. 
The nephew had then the audacity to carry 
the body to petitioner’s house and deposit 
it there. There were bruises on it that 
had been inflicted by kicks, which were 
attributed to the nephew. Appeals for an 
enquiry were unheeded, and petitioner’s 
land was sold for the benefit of her per- 
secutors.—Referred as usual. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
Shansi, reporting that, in obedience to the 
decree ordering the abolition of the pur- 
chase system, all the officers for raising 
funds for famine relief by the sale of rank 
and titles have been directed to close at 
once. The memorialist has not yet re- 
ceived returns of receipts from all the 
agencies, but as soon as these are com- 
plete a statement shall besubmitted. With 
regard to the consideration of a scheme 
whereby the sums thus forfeited shall be 
replaced, the memorialist regrets that he 
sees no way in which this can be done, for 
the amounts contributed by purchases of 
rank have been large, doubtless from an 
appreciation of the object to which they 
were to be devoted. The revenue receipts 
of the province are derived entirely from 
taxes on land and salt, for the lekin re- 
ceipts do not now amount to more than 
Taels 60,000 to 70,000 per annum, in 
consequence of the small number of mer- 
chants and the limited extent of their 
operations, differing materially in this 
respect from the prosperity that charac- 
terises the southern provinces, As regards 
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the land tax, for the last three mang or: 
periods, no levy has been made, and the, 
first levy for the present year must 
be postponed, as far as the south of 
province is concerned, until the month of; 
July, while even then the most uncom-; 
promising severity will not result in mo 
than half the usual proceeds, while a 
levy from the north of the province, ev 
cannot bring in at the most more t 
Tls. 100,000 and upwards. In the mati 
of salt, again, the sale has become mu 
restricted, the yield for last year havi 
been only some Tis. 40,000, less than the 
amount of subsidies due to the capital 
which were allowed to be appropriated 
for the relief of the province. Funds a 
urgently needed for the transport of se 
corn to various prefectures and the pu 
chase of plough oxen to replace those t 
have been lost ; and now that meagures 
ordered to be devised to replace the loss 
caused by the abolition of purchase, mem 
rialist finds it utterly impossible to do s0. 
His only resource therefore is to borrow the 
money required for relief purposes from the; 
subsidies due to the capital out of the land) 
tax and salt gabelle.—Rescript : Noted. 
April 27th.—(1) A decree orderi 
rigorous steps to be taken for the Eatin 
of large sums of money in which fouf 
district Magistrates in Shantung are in 
default. Two of these officers being i 
the sums for which they are liable will 
recovered from their families. | 
(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the sentences passed in a case of jail break. 
ing in which a prisoner under sentence 
death escaped: from the cage in which h 
was confined and the responsible office 
have failed to effect his capture after 


















account of the escape is given. 
in charge went his usual nightly roun 
and having satisfied himself that t 
manacles and fetters of the prisoners we' 
properly secured, set the guard and le 
them for the night. A heavy storm 

wind and rain arose, and the watchme 
went into their room for shelter, whe 
they were overpowered by sleep. Th 
prisoner, seeing his opportunity, wrench’ 
the iron collar from his neck, and havin| 
twisted off his handcuffs and leg irons 
pulled out one of the bars of his woode 
cage and with it worked out a brick in t 
wall which enabled him to make a hol 
big enough to creep out of. He then got 
bench and placed it against the outer wall 
climbed by its aid on to the top, an 
jumped down into the open. From th 
time to this he has never been heard of 
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he turnkey responsible for his custody, 
i there is proof to show that the escape 
as owing to his carelessness and not to 
s connivance, will be punished by the in- 
ction of 100 blows and banishment for 
ee years, which is a mitigation by two 
yrees of the sentence that was to have 
vn undergone by the prisoner that 
caped. Two of the watchmen on duty 
‘e dead, but the under-turnkey and clerk, 
ho still survive, are to receive eighty 
ows, which is the legal punishment for a 
isdemeanour. 

April 28th.—With the exception of a de- 
ee conferring further honors on minor offi- 
alsin connection with the recent ceremon 
the Mausolea, the whole of this day’s 
aette is occupied with a report from the 
gh officers commissioned to investigate 
© charges brought against the Governor 
‘Shéngking by an officer of the Guards. 
ee Gazette of 7th April.) 

April 29th.—(1) A decree appointing 
fen Hwui ae Oe to the post of Director 


‘the Court of Imperial entertainment. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
iangsi, reporting a case of highway rob- 
xy and murder in the Kan District of 
iat province. Ts’un Ts’ai-hsiu, a worthless 
wabond of that district, met some year 
id-a-half ago some friends, five in all, 
id they commenced to relate to each 
her how hard the times were, and how 
ficult it was to get a living. The result 
‘ their conversation was a determination 
‘en and there to rob some passer-by in a 
wroughfare near at hand. With this 
tention they all started off for the position 
ey intended to take up. .They had not 
me far before one of their number 
ho had a sore on his left foot, and 
other who was seized with a pain in 
s stomach, left them and went back, 
ducing the number to four. These having 
Tived at a place called Hwang Kang Ling, 
cked up a stone a-piece and waited at the 
de of the road. They had not waited 
ng before one Chou T’ung-fang, a native 
‘aneighbouring district, passed by. He 
Wabelt round his waist in which were 
lars, and he carried across his shoulders 
ung at either end of the pole, packages 
mtaining cotton cloth, long ells, thread, 
id cash, Sun Ts’ai-hsin and Teng Chao- 
en ran forward to rob him as soon as 
ey saw him. Sun Hai-yung, one of the 
fr, then threw his stone and hit Chow 
‘ the stomach, causing him to drop 
8s pole and lay hold of his parcels, 
touting aloud the while for help. Sun 
iich-ta’ai’s stone took him at the back 
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of the head and knocked him over, 
when he commenced to kick and cry and 
halloo. Sun Ts’ai-hsin’s stone struck him 
on the knee, and Téng Chao-wén’s which 
caught him over the left eye, killed him. 
The murderers then proceeded to distribute 
the plunder, the two renegades coming in 
for a small share. The following sentences 
have been awarded :—Sun  Ts’ai-hsin, 
decapitation with exposure of the head ; 
Téng Chao-wén died in prison, but his head 
will nevertheless be cut off. The two men 
who did not participate in the murder but 
only divided the booty, will be banished to 
a distant and pestilential frontier. The 
other parties to the crime being dead, their 
sentence need not be considered. 

April 30th.—(1) A decree conferring 
further rewards in connection with the 
recent ceremonies at the Mausolea. 

(2) A decree announcing the penalties to 
be inflicted on the Governor, Financial 
Commissioner, and late Judge of Shantung 
for the offence of having accepted presents 
from their respective subordinates at the 
festivals and on their birthdays. They are to 
lose three steps of commutative rank and 
to be removed to other posts. A further 
step of commutative rank is to be for- 
feited by Wén Ko, the Governor, and 
other officers, whose names are not given, 
for their negligence in the control of their 
domestics. (See Gazette of 23rd April.) 

(3) Postscript memorial from Ch’un Fu, 
Military Governor of Uliasutai, begging 
that he may this year be absolved from the 
obligation to send to His Majesty the annual 
offering of two cases of jam from the Ha ta 
fruit. It has hitherto been the custom to 
order the Mongol patrols to search for the 
fruit and send it into the town, where it is 
made into jam and forwarded to Peking. 
Last autumn, however, the acting deputy 
Commandant reported that the year had 
been so cold and dry that none of the Ha ta 
fruit at Ho-fu-lo-k’é, the place at which it 
was to be found, had come to maturity, 
and he was therefore unable to supply any. 
In reply he was directed to do his utmost 
to get some, and he now states that he has 
been with his men all over the hills to hunt 
for the fruit, but the drought and wind have 
really checked the growth for last season 
and none can be found. Under these 
circumstances memorialist hopes that His 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to forego 
the two cases of jam for the present year. 
The Grand Council had the honor to receive 
the following Rescript :—‘‘ Noted.” 

May i1st.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments and transfers are noted :—Governor 





Financial Commissioner of Jén 
Pao-jung E48 BR; Financial Commis- 
sioner of Chékiang, Tséng Show eB 
Judge of Chékiang, Sun Chia-ku $ 
Financial Commissioner of Shantung, Hsieh 


Yiin-shéng HEA FP; Judge of Shansi, 
Sung Chuang #Af#F ; Financial Commis- 
sioner of Fuhkien, Ch’ing Yii Be; Judge 
of Shénsi, Pien Pao-ch’tian 3B PH IK. 


(2) A decree ordering a service of prayers 
for rain in Peking and Shansi to be held 
on the 3rd inat. at five of the State Temples. 
His Majesty will worship at the Ta Kao 
Tien. 

(3) The Governor-General of Min-chéh 
and the Governor of Kwangtung solicit 

ermission for the Prefect of Ch’ao-chow 
0 be allowed to resign his post, and take 
up his position amongst the list of expect- 
ants for Taotaiships, to which class he 
properly belongs. The usual account of 
the applicant’s official career is given. 

(4) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River and the Governor of Honan submit 
a return of the amounts collected by the 
Kweichow contribution agency, the pro- 
ceeds of which were allowed to be appro- 
priated by Honan for a certain time. This 
return subdivides the receipts under several 
complicated headings embracing different 
grades and classes of officials, which cannot 
be interesting to the general reader. The 
accounts embrace a period of twelve months 
commencing on the 26th January, 1878, 
and closing on the 7th January, 1879, 
and the total receipts are given at Tls. 
133,545.1.2.4.6. 

(5-6) Postscript memorials from the 
Director-General of the Yellow River soli- 
citing the bestowal of rewards upon an 
elderly lady and the Prefect of Canton, 
who have spontaneously contributed sums 
of Tis. 1,000 and Tis. 5,000 respectively 
towards the relief of sufferers by famine. 

May 2nd.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of rain in 
the metropolis to the depth of an inch and 
upwards of saturation, and a varying depth 
of an inch or less in the surrounding 
departments and districts. 

1) A decree ordering the immediate de- 
gradation and trial of an expectant Taotai 
in Szechuen who has been denounced by 
the Governor-General on a number of 
charges. Amongst others, he is accused 
of levying a lekin contribution on wells, 


of Shantung, Chow Héng-ch’i fae g 
Ghibli, 
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appropriating public funds, and purchasi 
@ girl as a concubine who ‘was already 
trothed. 


Prince of Kung and his colleagues f 
diligence and success in the discharge 
their respective duties for several ye 
past. The list of names and rewards co 
ferred occupies nearly eighteen pages 
the Gazette. 

(3) A long memorial from Ting 
chéng, Governor-General of Szechu 
submitting a scheme for raising funds 
take the place of the deficit that will 
caused by the abolition of the purch 
system. He commences by quoting 
report from the Superintendent of the § 
Department who has the control of 4 
export of Government salt on the borde 
of Kweichow, in which a summary of 
accounts for the year 1878 is given. 
results of the year’s transactions leave 


Superintendent with a capital 


of over Tls. 1,200,000, and now that ¢ 
Government monopoly has been extend 
to the borders of Yiinnan and embraces o' 
thirty sub-prefectures and districts, tl 
capital will require to be augmented by J 
500,000. Ifthe present year’s operations 
successful, the receipts will be considera 
increased, and the Superintendent tha 
fore proposes to forward an annual subsi 
from these receipts of Tls. 180,000 to ¢ 
Board of Revenue. The memorialist co 
mends this plan, and considers that ¢ 
gradual resuscitation of the Governmg 
salt trade warrants belief that this amou 
can be annually forwarded. After quoti 
the orders he has received relative to 
abolition of purchase, and commending 
measure, he suggests that the subsidy ab¢ 
referred to will aptly take the place of 
revenue that is forfeited by the abolitiox 
purchase. 

(4) Postscript memorial from the 8: 
officer reporting the result of an inves 
ation into the conduct of Hwang Tsu-chi 
a sub-district Deputy Magistrate, who 
been charged with inflicting punishm 
on innocent witnesses and causing 
death of one of them. The facts h 
been ascertained to be as follows :— 
Deputy Magistrate had charge of a sn 
district in Chung-chow in Szechuen. F 
years ago one P’éng and his brother-in 
robbed the corn fields of a neighbour ca 
Ting Fu-k’6. A complaint was made : 
the Magistracy, and a bowman was sel 
to arrest the man P’éng’s wife and brir 
her to the Court as a witness. Upc 
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interrogation she confessed that her husband 
had committed the theft in company with 
others, and while orders were given for 
her husband’s arrest, she was released on 
her father’s security. The excitement 
and movement had been too much for 
a woman in her situation, however, and 
she gave birth prematurely to a child 
which died. The confinement was not, as 
alleged, caused by any violent treatment 
on the part of Ting Tu-k’é, the neighbour 
who had been robbed. The woman P’éng’s 
mother-in-law when she heard that her son 
had been incriminated by his wife, did 
nothing but abuse and reproach her on 
every occasion. In the meantime the guilty 
parties were arrested, and Yang Hasio-shih, 
the husband of defendant’s mother having 
interfered with the police in the execution 
of their duty, was arrested with them. His 
behaviour in Court when called upon for 
an explanation was insolent and abusive, 
whereupon he and the other defendants 
were ordered to be beaten and exposed in 
the cangue. This so irritated the mother- 
in-law that she beat her son’s wife with a 
bamboo stick and caused her to cry bitterly. 
She wag consoled for the time, but her 
mother-in-law’s reproaches weighed upon 
her mind and she went into Ting Fu-k’é’s 
garden and hanged herself upon a tree. 
At this stage the whole case was removed 
into a high Court, and the Deputy Magis- 
trate was denounced. The enquiries re- 
sulting from this denunciation elicited the 
facts above detailed, and certain penalties 
would now be inflicted upon the Deputy 
Magistrate were it not for the fact that he 
has since died. 

May 3rd.—({1) A decree ordering Yang 
Chung-ya, Governor of Kwangsi, to vacate 
his post and come to the Capital to await 
other employment. Chang Shu-shéng 


ie Hl ee is to take his place, and Ts’én 
Yii-ying ARR is to succeed him as 
Governor of Kweichow. (Note.—Ts’én Yii- 
ying, who was Governor of Yiinnan at the 
time of the murder of Mr. Margary, 
vacated that post on the 17th May, 1876, 
to go into mourning for his adopted 
mother. ) 

(2) The Court of Censors report the 
following appeal case :—Hsii Wén-hsing, 
a native of the Yung-hsing district in Hu- 
han, sent an agent with a petition com- 
plaining that his uncle having had a 
dispute with an employé called Ts’ao on 
the subject of wages due, was killed by 
one Kuei and others at Ts’ao’s instigation. 
The murder was witnessed by a stone- 
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mason called Wu, who divulged the secret 
one day in the course of conversation. 
Guided by the remarks he let fall, peti- 
tioner made search for the body m a 
certain copse and finding a spot in which 
the earth was “loose,” he dug down and 
discovered his uncle’s body covered with 
wounds. He at once reported the matter 
to the ti-pao, but the murderer tampered 
with him and got the depositions altered. 
He also bribed some persons to file a 
counter-statement, declaring that the body 
discovered was that of a beggar who had 
died by the side of the road. An appeal 
to the Magistrate was dismissed, and the 
petitioner was subjected to bodily punish- 
ment for daring to lodge a complaint. 
After appeal to the Prefect, an inquest was 
held, at which the coroner declared that 
wounds had been inflicted, but his finding 
was set aside on the ground that he had 
been intimidated. Petitioner then applied 
to the Sub-prefect and was put in prison 
for doing so. His brother thereupon com- 
plained to the Taotai, Judge, and Governor 
in succession, but none of them would 
have the case brought on for hearing, so 
that, despairing of justice: in his own 
province, he tinally despatched an agent 
with a petition to Peking.—Referred in 
the usual manner. 

May 4th.—A decree acknowledging the 
receipt of a report from Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General of Chihli, who had been 
directed to investigate a number of charges 
brought against Ying Liang, Intendant of 
the T’ung-yung Circuit in that province, 
by a Censor. One of the charges inst 
him was that he was the holder of land 
within his own jurisdiction. Enquiry shows 
that the Intendant did, in effect, possess a 
burial ground, and sacrificial land forming 
the endowment of this ground, in villages 
in the Ta-hsing and San-ho districts re- 
spectively, but that his uncle and nephew 
had exchanged this land for Government 
property [which was leased to them (?)], 
and bought some more property near 
T’ung-chow and San-ho. As, however, 
there is no specific legal proviso apply- 
ing the law of ‘‘ withdrawal” to n- 
chu officials holding land within their 
own jurisdiction, the Intendant is not 
guilty of any misdemeanour in holding the 
property referred to. It has been found 
that the said Intendant did not engage in 
commercial transactions ; that he did not 
level a burial ground belonging to a private 
individual at Hsin-tien ; that the charge of 
unauthorisedly substituting building ma- 
terials in the construction of the Yamén 
of the Intendancy is untrue, inasmuch as 





the funds for this purpose were contributed 
by himself ; that his frequent annual visits 
with his wife and family to the ancestral 
tombs were not the occasion of any disturb- 
ance whatever, nor were they made a 
pretext for promiscuous gadding ; that he 
did not put out the public funds under his 
charge at interest and appropriate this 
interest, &c., &c. Under these circum- 
stances the accusations brought forward by 
the Censor are dismissed, but as the In- 
tendant has shown a want of zeal and 
attention in the execution of river works, 
giving rise to much comment in_ the 
numerous villages under his control, he is 
at once to vacate his post and to return to 
the Board to await other employment. 

(2) A joint memorial from the supervising 
Censor and Acting Censor of the northern 
division of the metropolis reporting the 
arrest of the members of a gang of 
burglars who committed a robbery in 
open daylight in a lane to the westward 
of the Ta Sha Lan street in Peking. 
They quote the various decrees on the 
subject that have appeared in the Gazette 
(summaries of which have been made), and 
then proceed to report that immediately 
notice of the burglary was brought to them 
the police were set in motion and rewards 
issued for the arrest of the perpetrators of 
so daring an outrage. In the afternoon of 
the same day a woman called Chang came to 
the memorialist’s place ( and related in 
vociferoug tones how on that morning in 
broad daylight a number of rascals headed 
by one Sung Liu, armed with knives 
and other weapons, had broken into her 
house, wounded her aunt, and carried 
off her husband’s female cousin as well 
as a number of clothes and head orna- 
ments. In course of time a number of the 
burglars, first one and then another, whose 
names and soubriquets are given, were 
arrested. When brought up for examina- 
tion they obstinately refused to tell the 
truth, in spite of the numerous and positive 
testimony of various eyewitnesses and 
others, Sun Liu has now at last confessed, 
but the others continue to give varnished 
and embellished statements, avoiding the 
point at issue. The memorialists have now 
sent them on to the Board of Punishments, 
and beg that this Bureau may now be 
instructed to place the above mentioned 
criminals, with those who have before been 
sent to them, on their trial. 

(4) The same memorialists beg to report, 
with reference to another case of burglary, 
that the limit allowed for the apprehension 


They pray therefore that the responsi 
district officer may, as a preliminary ste 
be committed to the Board for the i 
tion of a penalty.—Sanctioned by dec 
earlier issued. 

May 5th.—(1) The Governor of Anh 
reports the trial of an ex-district Magis! 
for defalcations in his accounts and 
sentence passed upon him. Lu Yii-pi, 
Expectant Sub-prefect, was acting 
trate of the Shun-yi district from N 
ember, 1871, until November, 1872, 
was unable to hand over to his su 
the sum of Tis. 1,335.2.3 for which he 
responsible. He was accordingly denounc 
and his button was taken away by Impe 
decree ordering him to be placed on 
trial. The Governor's first step was 
send the district Magistrate of H 
ning to the ex-officer’s temporary p! 
of abode to make a. careful search 
the premises and confiscate everything 
could find, but all he discovered were 
few clothes and odds and ends—there 
no property whatever. The Governor 
wrote to the Governor of Honan to dir 
the Prefect of Hsin-yang, the ex-Magistra 
native place, to confiscate any property 
family might possess in that place; 
and, finally, ordered steps to be taken 
with a view to ascertaining whether he 
poet property at the places in which 

e had previously held office. In the mean- 
time the ex-Magistrate was handed over to 
the Prefect for trial and by him passed on to 
the two Commissioners who, in turn, passed 
him on to memorialist. The result of these 
several enquiries proved that the ex- 
Magistrate, being called upon during his 
term of office to repair a sea wall or break- 
water forming a refuge for junks in the Tai- 
hu Lake in bad whether, as well as ar 
examination shed that had fallen down, anc 
having no money to do so, appropriated 
at one time and another, Tls. 1,335.2. 
from the tax receipts in his treasury. Thi 
deficit was discovered by his successor whe 
he took over charge, and immediately re 
ported. The law lays down that the penalt; 
for removal of Treasury funds to be applie 
to other than their legitimate ends shall, i 
the sum so removed be under Tls. 5,000, b: 
punishable by banishment. A limit of fou 
years, however, is allowed for the deficit t: 
be made good. If the whole be paid withii 
one year, the punishment is remitted ; 1 
within two, it is diminished by two degrees 
if within three years, by one degree. Bu 
if at the end of the fourth year the whol 
has not been paid, a penalty shall be inflicte: 
proportionate to the amount that still re 


of the criminals has now been exceeded. | mains unpaid. Lu Yii-pi, whose offenc 


Google 


Mar 5—7.] 53 





does not come within the scope of the Act 
of Grace, will now be imprisoned, and if at 
the end of twelve months he has not made 
good the deficit, further steps will be taken. 
The effects seized at his lodging are valued 
at Tls. 1.6.2, which will be placed to his 
credit as an instalment of his debt. The 
Sub-prefect of Hsin-yang writes to say that 
Lu Yii-pi has no relations at his native 
place, and no property to confiscate. His 
servant who did not “ respectfully ” prevent 
his master from removing the funds in 
question, should receive eighty blows for 
‘“Cmisdemeanour,” but he escapes under the 
Act of Grace. 

May 6th.—(1) Liu Chang-yo, Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, requests 
permission for two military officers serving 
in Yinnan and Kweichow respectively to 
effect an exchange of posts, as their present 
stations bring them within the limits in 
which ‘‘ respectful withdrawal” should be 
observed. In a letter from the Board of 
War, received some time ago, an order 
was conveyed that, military operations 
being now at an end in Yiinnan, the 
law of ‘‘ respectful withdrawal” should be 
enforced in the case of military officers 
whom in affected, and arrangements should 
be made for their exchange of duties with 
officers in Kweichow, who were under the 
same jurisdiction.—Referred to the Board 
of War. 

(2) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Shénsi, 
requests His Majesty graciously to grant 
him permission to vacate his post, as he is 
suffering from chronic disorder of the liver 
which recursatintervals, insomnia caused by 
anxiety in connection with famine matters, 
asthma, giddiness, and dimness of vision, 
while after a lengthened conversation with 
visitors the root of his tongue becomes cor- 
rugated and speech fails him. With dis- 
orders so numerous and complicated to con- 
tend against, rest and quiet are absolutely 
necessary, medicine alone being inadequate 
to work a cure.—Rescript : Let T’an Chung- 
lin be granted two months’ congé. He 
need not vacate his post. The Governor 
in question has heretofore discharged his 
duties with zeal and sincerity. So critical 
a period of affairs as the present is just the 
occasion for striving to repay his debt 
of gratitude to his Sovereign. He must 
not suddenly give in at the outset 


et 
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(3) The same officer acknowledges the 
receipt of the Imperial decree ordering the 
abolition of the purchase system. In 
accordance with the instructions therein 
contained he has given orders to the office 
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for the receipt of contributions of rice in 
Si-an Fu to be closed at the end of the 
second moon. He proposes to fix the end 
of the 5th moon as the time of closing for 
the agencies in Szechuen, Kwangtung, and 
Shangtung in consideration of their dis- 
tance. Returns of receipts for the Si-an 
office will be sent in within five months, 
the limit fixed by the Board, but he begs 
permission to defer rendering accounts for 
the other agencies until six months after 
the date of their being closed.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

May 7th.—(1) The following decree has 
been reverently received from Their Ma- 
jesties the Empresses :—The Board of 
Civil Office reports that the second Secre- 
tary Wu K’o-tu has put an end to himself 
by swallowing poison, and that he has 
left behind him a secret memorial which 
they beg to present on his behalf. With 
regard to the request contained in this 
memorial, that We will issue an explicit 
decree in Our joint names, providing be- 
forehand for the reversion of the dynastic 
succession into the main or proper line, a 
decree was promulgated on the 22nd 
January, 1875, providing that when the 
inheriting Emperor should have a prince 
born to him, this son should be the adopted 
heir of the Emperor that had passed away. 
This was the intention conveyed in the 
decree that was issued on that occasion 
which Wu K’o-tu has now referred to in 
his memorial. Let the Princes, High 
Ministers, Grand Secretaries, Presidents of 
Boards, Nine Chief Ministries of State, the 
College of Literature, Imperial Super- ° 
visorate of Instruction, Office’ of Scrutiny, : 
and the Censorate, jointly and duly con- 
sider the memorial of Wu K’o-tu and 
report to Us thereon. 

(2) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan-ch’ing and 
K’ai Ngén-fu, reporting that the survey of 
the Wei Ch'ang, or Imperial Hunting Re- 
serves, has been completed and the land 
occupied by squatters measured and marked 
out. This survey was undertaken in con- 
sequence of an application from the Super- 
intendent of the Eastern Circuit, who 
represented to Ch’ung How, the former 
Military Governor, that a cordon of squat- 
ters were establishing themselves round 
the Hunting Reserves without authority 
to do so, and that in consequence of the 
enormous extent of these reserves it was 
impossible for him to exercise proper 
supervision without the assistance of special 
officers told off for the purpose. For 
years past squatters had been quietly 
encroaching, more particularly in certain 
localities known as Na-tan-po, T’u-k’ou-tzt, 





etc., etc., while their numbers were in- 
creased by refugees from the east of Chihli, 
who built themselves mat sheds and took 
possession of unoccupied land. As the 
wholesale expulsion of so large a number 
of people might meet with resistance and 
be attended with considerable danger, the 
exercise of great care and thought was 
necessary, and His Majesty was besought, 
in merciful leniency for the past, to 
allow those who had already cleared the 
land to have their holdings surveyed for 
taxation, careful lines of limitation being 
marked out, and the scattered squatters 
relegated to selected spots, while a large 
proportion of the Reserves was set aside 
for military exercises. These proposals 
received the Imperial sanction, and a 
Deputy Lieutenant-General, a Colonel, and 
other officers were specially charged with 
the care of the Hunting Reserves with 
orders to put the scheme into execution. 
In course of time the Colonel, by name 
Wen Hsii, reported that in order to execute 
@ proper survey of the Hunting Reserves 
and define its limits, with the exercise of 
due consideration for the interests of the 
people in such wise as not to cause their 
ejection or removal to other spots to bear too 
hardly upon them, ‘it would be necessary to 
retain the boundary hills of the great 
Reserve, clear out the long trench or ditch 
and follow the line of the river [that formed 
its boundary.] The circuit of the Reserves 
would then extend over a distance of 
something more than 1,000 i. He proposed 
to remove the squatters on the land under 
the control of Na-tan-po and three other 
stations to the north and south banks 
of the Liu River, and allot other tracts 
of land outside the ditch that was now 
to be dug to those squatters that were 
occupying land in. the new Reserves and 
to admit them to taxation. He described 
the boundaries of the area that would 
thus be under cultivation as follows :— 
From T’u-kou-tzi to Tung-ta-kow, thence 
in an oblique north-westerly direction to 
Sé-li-ho and Chin-féng-tui, 350-360 li. 
Length from north to south from 100-450 
li. The plan proposed having been sub- 
mitted to Ch’ung How and having received 
his sanction, the officers entrusted with its 
execution proceeded to carry it into effect, 
and they now state that the squatters 
within the large Hunting Ground have all 
been ejected and placed elsewhere, while 
the occupants of the new Reserve have paid 
taxes on their holdings, an area of over 
twenty thousand mow of waste and cultiva- 
ted land, exclusive of hills, rivers and 
timber, having thus been taken possession 
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of by the squatters. The land has been 
measured by officers specially appointed 
for the purpose, and over 1,020,000 strings 
of Kwantung cash collected as a deposit 
[or security for payment of taxes] upon the 
waste land now made over. The rate of 
taxation is fixed at 2 candareens per mow, 
with a waste allowance of one candareen 
more, and the first levy will be made in the 
autumn of the present year. In comment- 
ing upon the reform that has now been 
accomplished, the memorialists admit that 
the occupation of the Hunting Reserves by 
squatters was due to a want of proper 
supervision and a failure on the part 
of the responsible officials to enforce the 
privacy of these Reserves. Thanks, how- 
ever, to the benevolence of His Majesty 
in graciously admitting these people to 
the privileges of taxation, joy has entered | 
into ten thousand homes, and the indigent 
subject has found a place of abode. To 
render the benefits thus conferred lasting 
and complete, these people should be 
brought under proper official influence and 
control. The present military force posted 
at the various ¢’ai or stations is quite in- 
adequate for the control of so large an area 
as the one under consideration, and it is 
proposed that a larger official staff shall be 
maintained. The question of expense is 
of course a serious consideration, but this 
difficulty it is proposed to meet by appro- 
priating the ‘‘ waste allowance” on the 
million or more of mow on which taxes will 
be paid. This waste allowance is estimated 
at Tls. 10,000 odd. For this expenditure an 
additional force of 200 soldiers and 300 
sula or Manchu bondsmen(?), with proper 
officers over them, will be maintained in 
this region.—Referred by Rescript to the 
proper Board. 

May 8th.—(1) Memorial from T’u Tsung- 
ying, Governor of Honan, requesting sanc- | 
tion for the expenditure of Tls. 40,000 in 
the repair of the Mausoleum of Kuang Wv- | 
ti, first Emperor of the late Han dynasty | 
(whose accession is dated from A.D. 25,) | 
a portion of which has been washed away 
by the Yellow River, as well as the Sai, * 
or wall of the town of T’ieh-hsieh, about 
a li distant from the Mausoleum. The | 
damage was inspected some years ago by ° 
an officer deputed by the Governor, who | 
constructed an embankment of: stone to 
prevent further encroachment. This pre- 
caution, however, has been found to be | 
insufficient, as the river is gradually wash- . 
ing the bank away, and has already carried 
off one wall of the town, while a third of 
the Mausoleum has gone. An expectant 
Taotai has lately been sent to inspect the | 
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place, as well as the Financial Commis- 
sioner, and the latter now reports that 
tepairs are urgently needed, as delay will 
sntail additional expense. Costly there- 
fore as the undertaking will be, memorialist 
has thought it right not to allow himself 
to be tied down by formalities, and has 
directed the work to be put in hand at 
once [without waiting for His Majesty’s 
sanction. |—Rescript: Noted. 

* [Note. FE appears to be a term 
applied to towns beneath the dignity of 
Hsien that are surrounded by a mud wall, 
the entrance gates only being faced with 
bricks. ] 

(2) Postscript memorial from Sung K’uei, 
Imperial Resident at Lassa. The Chief 
Abbot Lobtsang Jungtien, formerly Prior of 
a lamaserai, having now recovered from his 
illness, and the Shang-shang, or Treasury, 
being in want of a man to conduct the 
yarious matters that come under this 
department, the officer in question, being 
aperson of wide learning and experience 
in the conduct of official matters, was un- 
animously selected by the whole of Tibet 
as the right person to be sent to make the 
necessary arrangements for the ceremony 
of enthronement [of the new pontiff.] The 
Resident had now been respectfully re- 
quested to move His Majesty to restore 
the old régime, and permit the abbot to fill 
the first vacancy of Kablon, or Councillor 
of State, that might fall vacant, or appoint 
him assistant supernumerary Kulblon, as 
{his employment in either capacity] would 
be of immense benefit to Tibetan interests. 
The memorialist would humbly observe that 
there used to be four Kablun, one of the 
appointments being reserved for members 
of the Tibetan priesthood, but in the 
reign of Ch’ien Lung, as these latter 
were found to be incapable of conducting 
the duties’ of the post, the appointments 
were all given to members of the local 


official body Crew) The memorialist 


cannot venture to take upon himself to 
revert to the old system, and therefore 
begs respectfully to lay the application he 
has received before His Majesty, whose in- 
structions he humbly awaits. A translation 
of this application is forwarded for the in- 
formation of the Grand Council.—Rescript : 
Let Lobtsang Jungtienact as supernumerary 
Kablon. Let the proper yamén take note. 

(3) Memorial from the same officer an- 
nouning that a date has been fixed by the 


Shang-shang, iy t, or Treasury, for 
the enthronement of the ‘incarnation ” 


(hubi’han) of the Dalai Lama, and request- 
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ing His Majesty’s commands on the mat- 
ter. The T’ung-shan-chi-lung "Hut’'ukht’u, 
Awangpantiench’iichichientsan, the high 
dignitary in charge of the Shang-shang or 
Treasury, has respectfully represented that 
in reverent conformity with existing regula- 
tion, the ‘hubi’han, or réembodiment of the 
Dalai Lama should be enthroned at the age 
of four years. The réembodiment of the 
thirteenth generation of the Dalai Lama 
having how attained the age of four years, 
and being possessed of extraordinary 
spirituality and intelligence that has aroused 
the most eager hopes and expectations of 
the clergy and laity, the spirits have now 
been reverently appealed to in a special 
manner, and Buddha has been solemnly 
invoked [with a view to selecting a date 
for the ceremony] by genuine and earnest 
divination. The result has shown that the 
only superlatively auspicious date is the 
31st July, and it is accordingly proposed to 
go forth on this day to meet the réembodi- 
ment of the Dalai Lama and bring him to 
Mount Potalé for enthronement, that the 
hopes of all may be fulfilled. It was re- 
quested that this matter might be vicariously 
represented in a reverent manner to His 
Majesty and the Imperial commands soli- 
cited thereon. The memorialist would 
humbly observe that the matter of the 
enthronement of the Dalai Lama being 
regarded throughout Tibet as an auspicious 
and glorious rite, it is necessary that extra 
care and attention be shown. He humbly 
awaits His Majesty’s reply to the applica- 
tion of the Treasury. The Grand Council 
had the honor to receive the following 
Rescript :—There will be a separate decree 
issued. 

[Note.—For a detailed account of the 
selection and enthronement of the Dalai 
Lama, see ‘‘ Mayers’ Chinese Government” 
and the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, Vol. IV, Part I, 1869.] 

May 9th.—{1) The Governor-General of 
Min-chéh and the Governor of Fohkien 
report the arrival of forty-seven Lew- 
chewans, the survivors of a party of fifty- 
three, whose vessel had been driven by 
stress of weather on to the Kwangtung coast, 
where they were rescued by a fishing craft 
and taken to the Magistrate of the Nan-hai 
district (Canton.) From the depositions 
of these men, taken through an interpreter, 
it was ascertained that they came from Pa- 
chung-shan, an island in the Lewchewan 
group. They were returning in a small 
junk from Chung-shan Fu to their island 
in November last, when they were caught 
in a squall and their vessel wellnigh 
capsized. They had to cut away their 
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masts to save the boat, and were 
driven helplessly before the wind for twelve 
days, when they found themselves off 
Nan-hai and fell in with a fishing boat that 
rescued them. Six of their number had 
died on the road, and were buried where 
they died. One of the party was so ill that 
he had been left for a while at Hongkong 
and placed under medical treatment. These 
men will be sent to Lewchew when an 
opportunity presents itself. 

(2) Shao Héng-yii, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports that the three months’ congé that 
was granted to Yang Yii-k’é, newly a 
pointed General of the Kao-chow Brigade 
in Kwangtung, for the purpose of cleaning 
his ancestral graves, has now expired, and 
it is the intention of that officer to leave 
for his post, to which he will repair with 
all speed, on the 29th March. 

(8) Memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, 
Governor-General of the two Kiang Pro- 
vinces, submitting the arrangements he 
proposes to make in connection with 
the resumption of the Canal route for 
the conveyance of the winter instalment 
of the grain tribute for the Kiang-peh 
area, the restoration of the river trans- 

ort having been decided upon by the 

oard. The following report has been 
received from the Grain Intendant Sung 
Chuang :—‘‘ It having been determined to 
send forward the grain tribute due this 
season from Kiang-ning, Huai-an Yang- 
chow, and T’ung-chow, officers were sent 
to Kiang-peh, Anhwei, etc., to get in 
the various quota due, and others were 
sent to Pao-ying and Fan-shui to estab- 
lish agencies for the hire of boats, stow- 
age of the rice as it arrived, etc., etc. 
The empty junks returning from last 
season’s trip having been detained at the 
Wei River until last autumn, and some of 
them even then being unable to get south, 
the junkmen looked upon the service as a 
hard and embarrassing one, and the conse- 
quence was that the difficulty in hiring 
junks, already sufficiently great, was much 
more so than in previous years. By dint, 
* however, of much running about, persua- 
sion, and exhortation, and the promise of 
extra liberality with a speedy return south- 
. ward, boats were at last got together, and 
it was arranged that all should be in readi- 
ness to start by the end of the year, while 
an engagement was entered into that the 
boats should be all loaded some time dur- 
ing the 2nd moon. They were then to be 
despatched in two fleets, each fleet consist- 
ing of five divisions. The object of effect- 
ing an early start was to ensure timely 
arrival at Shantung, where they would 
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await the [spring] freshets before crossi 
the Yellow River and proceeding nort 
wards. The force of the Yellow River 
freshets, on the Shantung frontier un- 
fortunately varies, and there is no certainty 
whatever that the waters of the Yellow 
River can be made to aid the entry of the 
junks along the Chang-ch’iu reach. Of 
ate years, owing to the diversion of the 
Yellow River northwards, the entrance at 
Pa-li-miao has been continually washed 
away, with the result that the mouth has 
been narrowed and the passage is attended 
with inconvenience. On the last occasion 
upon which the sluice was opened to admit 
the entry of the grain junks into the 
Canal, after only five and a half detach- 
ments had passed, the water fell so low 
that the passage became obstructed. It 
was only after prompt and energetic 
dredging that the whole fleet succeeded in 
reaching Lin-ching. The Tai-tsun sluice 
is intended to dam up the water in the 
Wén River, a most important channel, and 
prevent its flow eastwards. This sluice 
was carried away during the floods of last 
summer and the Canal became so low in 
consequence that the fleet could not advance. 
The old channel by the Shih-tzti River has 
long been obstructed, so that for many sea- 
sons past the junks have been obliged to 
make a detour by the Wei-shan and other 
lakes. An estimate of the cost of dredging 
the Shih-tsii River in order to avoid the 
dangerous detour by way of the lakes, has 
now been made, and the conclusion that has 
been arrived at is that the shallow portions 
in Shantung and the breach at the Tai-tsun 
sluice should be set in order by the 
Shantung Government. This Government 
should also be called upon to estimate 
the expense of altering the Chang-ch’iu 
sluice into the canal, and put the work 
in hand at once if feasible.” In reply to 
the Intendant’s report, the memorialist has 
instructed him to get his boats loaded by a 
certain time and send them forward when 
ready. He has also written to the Director- 
General of the Yellow River and the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung to give orders to have 
that portion of the canal within the limits 
of Shantung properly inspected and dredged 
before the arrival of the fleet.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

May 10th.—(1) A decree ordering prayers 
for rain in the metropolis and Shansi to be 
offered up on the 12th inst. 

(2) Memorial from Kuang Show and 
Ch’ien Pao-lien, the High Commissioners 
appointed to investigate certain charges 
against the Governor of Shantung, report- 
ing the result of their enquiries into a 
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portion of these charges. 
them as their staff two senior and a second 
Secretary of different Boards, and reached 
Té Chow eleven days after they had taken 
leave of His Majesty. From thence they 
changed the route, and instead of advanc- 
ing by the ordinary road, travelled by way 
of Wu-ting, Ling-hsien, &c., &c., their 
object being to ascertain by private 
enquiry whether or no the Governor 
had been guilty of the acts of oppres- 
siun with which he was charged on the 
occasion of his tour of military inspec- 
tion. They found that, although food and 
fodder for men and horses had been 
required at the different places through 
which the Governor passed, there had been 
no wanton exaction or oppression of the 
people. Most of the official resting places 
and houses at which the party had lodged, 
had the ceilings of the rooms prepared with 
blue flowered paper, and the walls with 
white flowered paper, which was still fresh- 
looking after the lapse of several months, 
but they saw no traces of the walls having 
been pasted with red satin, nor did they 
hear talk of red felt having been laid along 
the streets. On their arrival at the capital, 
the memorialists propose to get in all the 
books of the Commissioners, Taotai, Pre- 
fect and Magistrate residing in the city, 
and search them carefully to see whether 
any entries are made of the receipt of pres- 
ents, etc., etc.—Rescript : It is noted. The 
President in question and those with him 
having arrived at the provincial capital, they 
will at once carefully enquire into the 
matters they have been directed to investi- 
gate and report to Us truly thereon. 

(3) Report by the same officers on the 
result of their investigations at the provin- 
cial capital. These have already been 
summarised in an earlier decree. . 

May 11th.—No documents of importance. 

May 12th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by 8 memorial from the 
Special Commissioners Kuang Show and 
Chien Pao-lien, relating with tedious 
minuteness the circumstances of a case of 
murder by official underlings, who were 
afterwards permitted to escape by the 
acting district Magistrate under whom they 
were serving. The case, which had been 
appealed to Peking, and was ri ipa to 
the Commissioners, is intricate un- 
interesting. 

May 13th.—(1) A decree ordering greater 
promptitude in the settlement of outstand- 
Ing cases that are handed over by Sub- 
prefects or Magistrates to their successors 
on change of office. 
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“@) A decree committing the Censor Ying 
Chén, to whom reference has been made in 
several earlier decrees in connection with 
the supervision of delivery of grain, to his 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
He had been called upon to produce a 
member of his household against whom a 
charge of interference in the matter of 
recommendations for special service had 
been brought. He declared, in reply, that 
the man was dead, and although subsequent 
enquiry has cleared the deceased of the 
charges made, it has elicited the fact that 
the Censor had been guilty of breach of 
regulation in entering as soldiers on his 
good conduct list two individuals who 
were not soldiers at all, and obtained 
the bestowal of a button of the sixth grade 
without any claim to it whatever. 

(3) A decree directing the immediate 
dismissal of Fang Chiin-yi, Judge of Sze- 
chuen, who has been ascertained by the 
Governor-General to be of too yielding and 
complacent a disposition to be fitted for his 
post, added to which he has been guilty 
of accepting illegal fees. 

(4) A decree ordering immediate reform 
in the office of Gendarmerie in which a 
Censor has declared numerous abuses exist. 


(5) Li P’ei-ching FASEB i is appointed 
Judge of Szechuen. 

(6) Memorial from Sung Kwei, Imperial 
Resident at Lassa. It has been reported 
to him that until the succession of the late 
Dalai Lama, it had been the custom for a 
new Pontiff after he had been enthroned to 


return the Golden Roll (> Hf) that is 
bestowed upon him. Since the accession of 
the 12th Dalai Lama the same Golden Roll 
has been used, and application was now 
made for permission to be absolved from 
changing this Roll on the occasion of the 
approaching enthronement. Memorialist 
awaits His Majesty's commands. MReacript. 
Let it be as requested. 

(6) Postacript memorial from the same 
officer, praying that the Imperial letter of 
authority and the usual presents bestowed 
upon the Dalai Lama on the occasion of 
his enthronement may be forwarded by the 
Government postal route instead of, as 
heretofore, by an Imperial Commissioner 
escorted by Mongols outside the Wall, who 
have this year been absolved from tributary 
service (x) in consequence of the 
distress occasioned by the drought in the 
North. Granted by ript. 

May 14th.—The greater portion of this 
day’s Gazette is occupied with memorials 
from the Prinoe of Kung and those associated 
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with him in the conduct of the ceremonies 
at the late obsequies, recommending ofticers 
for special distinction whose services are 
worthy of recognition. (See series of 
decrees earlier issued.) 

May 15th.—(1) A decree ordering the 
compilation of the official biographies of 
certain Secretaries of the Grand Council 
and Boards, now deceased, who have served 
under Tso Tsung-t’ang, with credit and 
distinction, during the late campaign in the 
North-west. - 

(2) Memorial from Pao Yiin, Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
Civil Office, and his colleagues, reporting 
that a Ss% yuan, or Secretary of a Board, 
committed suicide by swallowing poison at 
the conclusion of ceremonies at which he 
was appointed to officiate, and left behind 
him a sealed and confidential testamentary 
memorial. The Board received a letter 
from the Governor of Shun-t’ien informing 
them that on the 29th of April Liu Chih- 
yén, Sub-prefect of Chi-chow, reported as 
follows :—‘‘On the 26th April, 1879, at 
7 p.m., the headman of the Ma-shén-ch’iao 
village in his prefecture, Chang Li by 
name, gave information that a man on 
duty with [the late cortége] who had taken 
up his residence on the 11th April at the 
San-yi Temple, situated at the eastern end 
of the village street, swallowed poison on 
the night of the 25th, from the effects of 
which he died. The headman therefore 
begged that some one would go and inspect 
the body. The Sub-prefect was overcome 
with astonishment on the perusal of this 
report, and at once went in person to 
inspect the body when he discovered that 
it was Wu, second Secretary of the Board 
of Civil Office, whose personal designation 
was K’o-tu, who had swallowed poison in 
this place and put an end to his life, 
leaving behind him a sealed confidential 
memorial in a box and a will directing 
that this memorial should be submitted to 
the Board of Civil Office for presentation 
on his behalf. The will also stated that 


‘one step beyond the limits of Chi-chou - 


would not be his place of death.’ 
Garments were prepared and a coffin was 
made into which the body was placed, 
officials underlings being told off to watch 
it, etc., etc.” The Governor of Shun- 
tien begged to communicate this statement 
for the information of the Board that they 
might take the necessary action thereon. 
The memorialists have to observe with 
reference to the memorial handed to them 
for presentation on behalf of the Secretary 
in question, that the custom has hitherto 
been for the heads of Departments whose 
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duty it is to peruse memorials [from subg: 
ordinate officials] and then submit them t 
His Majesty if they are found to contai 
no expressions of a seditious or contums 
cious character. On the present occasiog 
the second Secretary of memorialist’s Board, 
Wu K’o-tu, who was sent to assist at th@: 
ceremony [of entombment] has alreadgl 
succumbed after swallowing poison, an 
the memorial in question was, moreover 
closed by himself and left with an injung 
tion that the Board should be solicited 4 
present it to His Majesty on his beha 
It would therefore be inexpedient for mq 
morialists to open the document to se 
whether it contains expressions of a sedi 
tious or contumacious character. Still leagl. 
would they venture to keep the fact of itg 
existence from His Majesty’s knowledge 
They beg therefore respectfully to offer th@ 
document in its original integrity for th@, 
Imperial perusal. (For decree see Gazetigl 
of 7th May.) 
(3) Your Majesty’s servant Wu K’o-tu 
Inspector of Officials, second Secretary a 
the Board of Civil Office, and formerl 
Censor of the Honan circuit, on his knee 
addresses Their Majesties, and implore 
them with tears, while he gives his life a 
an expiation [for his presumption], te seti! 
beforehand the reversion of the grea 
dynastic succession in order to put th 
appropriate finish to a life of loyal devotion 
and love. Your Majesties’ guilty servan 
has heard that in the Government of au 
Empire political disturbance should not bell 
made a secret of and danger should not be 
met with disregard. If political disturb 
ance and danger may severally be kept 
secret and disregarded, then will earnest ex4 
hortation become but a ‘‘ causeless whine 
applied to a Yao or a Shun,” and 3 
exposition of latent evil brought to the 
notice of the Sacred Intelligence will 
be an effort portentous of misfortune 
Some time since, Your guilty servant, 
in consequence of too indignant lan 
guage upon a certain matter, voluntarily 
rendered himself liable to decapitation og 
confinement. Princes and Ministers after 
joint deliberation requested that they might 
be allowed to summon Your servant fo 
examination and confront him [with the 
man he accused.] His late Majesty, how4 
ever, graciously going out of his way to, 
bestow on him the fulness of his com, 
passion, spared Your servant death from 
decapitation, then spared him death from, 
imprisonment, and yet again spared him, 
the death [he deserved] for touching on: 
subjects upon which he should not speak 
and provoking His Majesty to wrath when 


May 15.] 





mmoned for interrogation. Thus the 
naining years he had yet to run were 
wolly the gift of His Majesty a few years 
ice, in that he did not die after commit- 
ig three deadly sins, and had a life restored 
him for which he didnot sue. But then 
subversion of the heavenly and earthly 
ments occurred (Iit., the heavens fell and 
3 earth was rent asunder), and the great 
ange of the 12th of January, 1875, sud- 
nly took place. On the same day an 
rperial Decree was received from Their 
ajesties the Empresses to the effect that 
His late Majesty having ascended upon 
e Dragon to be a guest on high, without 
‘spring born to his inheritance, no course 
1s open but that of causing Tsai T’ien, 
n of the Prince of Ch’un, to become the 
opted son of the Emperor Wén Tsung 
sien (Hsien Féng) to enter upon the in- 
ritance of the great dynastic line as 
mperor by succession. When a prince 
ould have been born to the Emperor by 
ecession he should be adopted as the 
heritor of His Majesty now passed away.” 
our guilty servant, weeping bitterly while 
read, perused this mandate as he knelt 
»on his knees, and after pondering on it 
is way and that could only in all 
mility come to the conclusion that Their 
ajesties the Empresses Dowager had been 
rong, and then wrong again. To become 
ie son of the Emperor Wén Tsung Hsien 
Isien Féng) is not to establish a [proper] 
iecessor to our Emperor now passe 

vay, and since a [proper] successor to the 
mperor now passed away has not been 
tablished, the great dynastic succession 
ow carried on by the succeeding Emperor, 
, under the mandate of Their Majesties 
ie Empresses Dowager, given to the Em- 
ror Wén Tsung Hsien and not to our 
mperor now passed away. And yet no 
(plicit statement in writing has so far 
2en received securing the future course of 
\e great dynastic succession to the son of 
le [present] heir. If it be said that the 
‘pression “ enter on the inheritance as 
\ccessor” implies without the necessity of 
ther statement that the great dynastic 
iccession must devolve on [this] successor’s 
m, Your guilty servant ventures to remark 
tat this is not the case. In ancient times, 
hen it was the custom to raise a Sovereign 
)the Throne in an arbitrary way (i.e., by 
ce), Ministers of State were not in a 
sition to speak on the matter, but in the 
we of the present dynasty, the domestic 
w of the Imperial ancestry has been 
bserved for over two hundred years, and 
yn has transmitted to son without a break 
ithe chain of consanguinity. Again, the 
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Prince of Ch’un, who is loyal and devoted 
to his country, and is universally styled a 
virtuous prince, excited a feeling of loyalty 
and patriotism by his memorial at the time 
[of the nomination of his son.] How could 
his words be false when they were the 
echo of his heart? When Your guilty 
servant read this memorial he was moved 
to a state of loud-voiced admiration and 
tears that seemed as if they could not stop. 
If the Prince should hear that Your servant 
has submitted this memorial he may pos- 
sibly be angry with Your servant in that he 
has done wrong, but still he will pity his 
simplicity, and will certainly not consider 
that his remarks have been made with the 
purpose of causing family estrangement or 
dissension. And the Emperor, who is en- 
dowed with benevolent and filial instincts, 
having" received the Throne at the hands 
of Their Majesties, will never fail, during 
the numberless years that he has before him, 
to be of one mind with Their Majesties in 
their purpose of to-day. Be that as it may, 
the Court is composed of specious as well 
as loyal followers, and the popular voice is 
not always the same. In the early days 
of the Sung dynasty, so lofty a character 
as Chao P’u was the first to disregard the 
testament of the Emperor Tu, [and place 
another heir upon the Throne.] In the 
days of the Ming, the Grand Secretary 
Wang Chin, who was an old servant of 
the State, considered that the fact of the 
memorial suggesting that Ching Ti’s son 
should be set up as heir coming from Wang 
Hung, the barbarian chief, and not from 
one of his class, was a shame and disgrace 
to them. If this was the way in which 
men of worth could act, why ask what the 
worthless ones would do? If men in olden 
days were so, how can those of modern 
times be blamed? If this could occur 
when the name of the successor had been 
decided upon, how much more should it 
do so where no successor has been fixed ? 
There is therefore no other course now 
open but to discover how to bring about 
from a mistake a reversion to a proper 
order of things, and this can only be done 
by reverently praying Their Majesties once 
more to issue a decree announcing in clear 
terms that the dynastic succession will 
hereafter once more revert to the heir of 
the Emperor that has passed away, and 
that if the Emperor succeeding [to Hsien 
Féng] should have a hundred males [born 
to him] it shall not be allowed to any officials 
whatsoever to advance propositions of a 
nature differing from [the order now laid 
down.] If this be done, the family tra- 
ditional law of the present dynasty, that son 


shall transmit to son will be observed, and 
the Emperor now passed away, though hav- 
ing no son, shall be as though he had one, 
Their Majesties the Empresses though 
having no grandson shall yet possess one, 
and in days to come the succession shall 
be transmitted in one unbroken line for ten 
thousand generations. This act will emanate 
from {Their Majesties and thus be immut- 
able. This is what Your guilty servant means 
when he says that though one mistake is 
followed by another there will in the end 
be no mistake. Your servant had proposed 
to embody this idea in a memorial at the 
time, and had the draft of this memorial, 
as well as that of the letter to the Censorate 
requesting them to transmit it, already 
prepared, but he thought that as he had 
been removed from office he was not at 
liberty to exceed his functions by address- 
ing Their Majesties, and, again [he said to 
himself], ‘‘ What manner of question is this, 
what manner of words are these? Com- 
ing from Ministers near to the sacred 
person, from responsible Ministers, or 
high Ministers it would be a scheme 
of deep design, a far-seeing provision, 
but if it came from one that was far 
removed from the Imperial presence, or one 
that was stationed far away or held a minor 
post, then the suggestion would savour 
of a wish for personal reputatien.” He 
reflected, again, that amongst the most 
loyal and straightforward Ministers there 
sarely must be those who would not think 
this was a matter that would brook delay, 
or that as representations would be unprofit- 
able it might be set aside. Your guilty 
servant, therefore, kept his drafts and waited. 
The name of Your guilty servant having 
been graciously selected amongst the list of 
disgraced officials that underwent inspection, 
he was presented to His Majesty and, by 
Imperial decree, was specially employed as 
second Secretary, being once more selected 
for service in the Board of Civil Office. 
Five or six years have now passed away, 
and during this five or six years he has 
looked around him, and has still found no 
one at Court who is mindful of this great 
question. The late Emperor having been 
now consigned to his everlasting place 
of rest in his tomb amongst the hills, 
it is to be feared that as time gradually 
wears on, the remembrance of him will 
gradually fade away. Your guilty servant 
therefore feels that [his remonstrance] 
put away in days long gone to wait, 
can now wait no longer. Humbly yearning 
in spirit after the Emperor now on high, 
to whom he owes the remaining years of 
his life, he humbly craves on his Sovereign’s 
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behalf a few words from Their Majestiei 
Being, as he is, on the verge of death, hi 
mental energies are so dim and confuse 
that the wording and sense of his memoriz 
are sure to fail in explicitness, and s 
many points will be omitted or forgotte 
that the document will not compa 
with the one earlier drawn up, but nc 
presented, nor is it even copied in a fin 
and regular hand. Your guilty servar 
never had the learning of the men of olde 
time, and: cannot therefore be expected | 
ossess the confidence that they displayec 
n ancient days there was a man who, whe 
walking to meet his death, could not tal 
@ proper pace. One said to him ‘‘ Are ya 
afraid, my master?” ‘I am afraid,” wi 
the reply. ‘‘If you are afraid, then wh 
do you not submit?” He answered ‘‘M 
fear is my inward self, my death is a publi 
act.” Your guilty servant is this day lik 
that man. The birds sing mournfully b 
fore they die, and the words of a man on th 
int of death should be words of wisdom 
ut how can Your guilty servant compat 
his qualities with those of Tséng Shen 
Although he is about to die, it does nc 
necessarily follow that his words will b 
words of wisdom, but still he hopes th: 
Their Majesties the Empresses and Emperc 
will have compassion for his piteous a 
counts, and will not deem his harmle: 
groans to be a movement fraught with i 
omen. Thenwill Your guilty servanthaven 
reproachful feeling even when in deatl 
There is a saying of a Minister of Sung :- 
*¢ To speak on any matter at a time when | 
has not arisen is truly excess [of caution] 
but when it has already occurred and it! 
too late to discuss it, what profiteth this 
The Court can be made to endure the i 
fliction of representations on matters thi 
have not arisen, but it cannot be thi 
Ministers should suffer the remorse | 
being too late.” It is the sincere wish | 
Your guilty servant that his words may 1 
be fulfilled and that his simplicity may pri 
voke the laughter of future generation 
nor does he wish that if, perchance, the 
should be fulfilled, future genersid 
should say that Your servant saw clear 
what was going to be. | 
He would be like Shih Mu, whose worl 
were in excess of his functions, and woul 
emulate Shih Yu, whose dead body col 
veyed a rebuke and thus displayed hi 
simple loyalty. Still more does Your guilt 
servant desire that Your Majesties th 
Empresses and Emperor will identify you 
selves with the wishes of Shih Tsung (th 
Emperor Yung Chéng) and temper mert 
with severity in such wise as to foster th 
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blessings of harmony and generosity ; that 

You will make use of the aged whose ex- 
‘perience is matured ; that You will not 
strive after those things which foreign 
countries specially contend for, that You 
may keep something in reserve for the 
Central Flowery Land; that You will 
not engage in new enterprises in which 
Your ancestry have not engaged, that 
You may leave something for Your sons 
and grandsons to do. Your guilty servant 
here ends his words, here end his desires, 
here ends his life. 

Again, Your guilty servant formerly held 
the Office of Censor, and it is for this reason 
that he dares to face death and draw up 
this memorial ; and, further, as his present 
rank does not enable him to communicate 
direct with the Throne, he prays the heads 
of the Board to present it on his behalf. 
Your guilty servant was not in the first 
instance included amongst the list of those 
who were sent to assist at the ceremony [of 
entombment], but he importuned the Pre- 
sident of his Board the Grand Secretary Pao 
Yin, in person, with such persistency that 
he at last added him to the number, and 
sohe came. Your guilty servant’s death 
could not have been contemplated by Pao 
Yiin, and he imagines that Pao Yiin will 
not have incurred censure for sending him 
when he ought -not to have done so. In 
anage of prosperity (enlightenment) like 
this, it can hardly be that [Your servant's 
death] should be suspected by anyone to 
correspond with the unnatural practice of 
burying the living with the dead that 
prevailed in ancient days. The real cause 
of his death is that the Dragon chariot of 
the late Emperor has ascended for ever 
into Heaven above, and the whole world 
now wéeps in unison. So it is that, carried 
away by his bitter grief, he ventures to 
intrude a lengthy exposition of his views 
on the subject of the interests at stake in 
connection with the dynastic succession, 
and styles himself Your Majesties’ guilty 
servant. 

May 16th.—(1) Fhe Court of Censors 
report the receipt of an appeal from a 
Military graduate in Kweichow who com- 
plains that his father was killed by the mach- 
inations of a worthless character out of 
revenge for his having aided in the capture 
of the head of a gang of robbers to which 
he belonged. The murderer entered his 
father’s house, and stabbed him suddenly 
after having been supplied with food and 
wine. His father on complaining of the 
outrage was confined in a dark room and 
kept there until he had paid more than 
a hundred strings of cash. He was sub- 
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sequently re-arrested and again squeezed, 
being beaten on this occasion with such 
severity that he died. 

May 17th.—With the exception of a short 
memorial from the Governor of Shansi 
briefly announcing the closing of all agencies 
for the purchase of office or title in his 
province, this day’s Gazette contains no 
document of importance. 

May 18th.—(Court Circular.) Ts’én Yii- 
ying, Governor of Kweichow, had audience 
of leave. , 

(1) A decree occupying 24 pages of the 
Gazette and enumerating the rewards to be 
conferred upon various members of the 
Peking Field Force who have been em- 
ployed on guard duty at the Mausolea 
during the past few years. 

(2) A decree appointing an officer to the 
vacancy of Lieutenant-Colonel to which 
His Majesty’s attention has been called by 
Hsi La-pu. In the memorial from this 
officer characters which should have been 
given the threefold elevation were only 
moved two places up the column. He is 
committed to the Board for the determi- 
nation of a fitting penalty for so improper 
& proceeding. 

(3) The Tartar General and Deputy 
Lieutenants-General of the Han-chiin and 
Manchu Banner Corps stationed at Canton, 
forward a manuscript copy of the history 
of these corps since the time of their 
establishment in that city, the former in the 
20th year of K’ang Hsi, and the latter in 
the 21st year of Ch’ien Lung. The record 
is a collection of extracts from the mass of 
documents relating to these corps that have 
accumulated since their establishment, with 
an appendix giving a biographical notice of 
the more distinguished members and a 
description of antiquities deserving of atten- 
tion. It is proposed to raise a subscription 
to defray the cost of printing the work, 
and a copy is now submitted for His Ma- 
hack approval, the efforts of the compilers 

ing specially brought to his notice in the 
hope that they may be considered worthy 
of recognition.—Referred to the proper 
coard. 

May 19th.—(1) Ngén Ying Ae is ap- 

inted Director of the Court of Sacrificial 

orship. 

(2) A decree announcing a further series 
of intercessory services for rain to be held 
on the 24th inst. 

(3-6) Memorials from the Board of Cer- 
emonies commending the services of various 
officers who have been charged with the 
conduct of ceremonies at the Mausolea 
during the past few years. The decrees in 


answer to these recommendations have 
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of Tls. 17,586; 4—The late Magistrate 


already appeared. 

May 20th.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
the receipt of the report of the Court of 
Censors which was deputed to investigate 
the charges brought against Li Chung-ming, 
the Peking bookseller, by Chang P’ei-lun. 
This Court has held an investigation con- 
jointly with the Board of Punishments, 
and they have found that Li Chung-ming, 
alias Li Ping-hsiin, commenced life as a 
tradesman but purchased a licentiate’s 
degree, and from this beginning bought 
his way to the post of Financial Com- 
missioner. Having passed the necessary 
examination, he performed the oflice of 
T’éng Lu or Archivist, but continued to 
carry on his business at the same time. 
He cultivated the society of official per- 
sonages and struggled into terms of in- 
timacy with Under-Secretaries of State and 
other influential officials ; he bought temples 
and household property upon which he 
built, encroaching with impunity upon the 
public street ; he secreted duty and title 
deeds of his house property, and at the 
expiration of his term of official duty he 
made his way through the Tung Hua gate 
without the requisite authority, entered 
the State Historiographer’s Office and tried 
to get employment as a copyist or in some 
other official capacity with the object of 
securing additional honorary recognition 
to that already conferred upon him. Li 
Chung-ming having already been de- 
prived of titular rank, We command 
that, in accordance with the proposal laid 
before Us, he receive sixty blows with the 
heavy bamboo and be banished for one 
year. On the expiration of his sentence 
he will be sent to his native place and be 
subjected to the strictest official super- 
vision. It having been ascertained that 
the adopted relationship existing between 
Li Chung-ming and Ho Show-tz’t has no 
bearing upon the official obligations of 
the latter, We command that no further 
penalty be inflicted on Ho Show-tz’ti in 
addition to that of the loss of three steps of 
commutative rank which has already been 
imposed. 

May 21st.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung requests that certain of the following 
officers may be cashiered and the property 
of all confiscated in order to make good 
deficits that. their accounts showed on 
handing over charge to their respective 
successors. 1— The acting Magistrate 
of the Chao-yuan district with a deficit of 
Tls. 1,855; 2—The Magistrate of Ch’ao- 
chéng with a deficit of Tis. 120; 3— 
The Magistrate of Fu-hsing with a deficit 
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of Yang-ku, now deceased, with a deficit of 
Tls. 16,207; 5—The late Magistrate of 
Lo-an, also deceased, with a deficit of Tis. 
28,353; 6—The late Sub-Prefect of 
Tung-p’ing, deceased, with a deficit of 
Tls. 8,750; and, 7—The late Magis- 
trate of the Yi district with a deficit of 
Tls. 14,963. 

(2) Hsii Ch’ang, newly appointed Taotai 
of the Féng, Chin, Shan-hai Circuit (who 
resides at Newchwang) reports the assump- 
tion of the duties of his office. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung- 
tang. He received a communication from 
the Mongolian Superintendency to the 
effect that it being the custom to bestow a 
present of two pieces of satin upon the 
Mussulman Chief from K’an-chii-ti (a 
district in Kashgaria) who is bound by law 
to present one tael five mace weight of gold 
dust as tribute to the Emperor, which satin 
should be given by memorialist to present 
as being nearest at hand, the matter had 
been represented to His Majesty and the 
Imperial sanction to this measure obtained. 
In accordance with this decree, copy of 
which was forwarded, memorialist sent to 
the market to find some satin, as he had no 
supply of this material in his marching 
establishment, and succeeded in finding 
two pieces of blue flowered satin which he 
sent to Liu Chin-t’ang with a request that 
he would make known the decree to the 
chief and bestow the satin upon him. He 
would observe that the various towns in 
the New Dominion used to have a supply 
of silk and satin ready for use, but since 
the war supplies of these articles have not 
been forwarded. As order has now been 
restored to this region, there will be a 
constant demand for satin to be bestowed 
on presentation of articles of tribute, and 
the difficulty of finding the material ready 
to hand, if it has to be hunted for at places 
within the frontier, is so great that it 
appears to memorialist that the right thing 
would be to have it specially manufactured, 
as legally provided for, and issued to the 
places requiring it. It will also be necessary 
to consider the expediency of supplying 
the satin which forms [part of] the salary 
of the Mussulman Princes of Hami and 
other places, as well as arrears of the same 
material that are due to them. He there- 
fore begs that the Superintendents of the 
Imperial Manufactories at Soochow and 
Hangchow may be instructed to have this 
satin manufactured with all expedition.— 
Rescript : Let the proper Board take note. 

May 22nd.--(1-6) Memorials from the 
Prince of Tun and his colleagues submitting 
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the name of a number of officers employed 
on duty at the Mausolea for the bestowal 
of rewards for their services. 

(7) Memorial from the Governor-General 
Tso Tsung-t’ang forwarding, in obedience 
to Imperial decree, a list of the names of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
Beg, or local chieftains, who fell at the 
siege of the four cities of Kashgaria. He 
prays that the list may be verified by the 
Board of Civil Office, the Board of War, 
and the Captains-General of the Banner 
Corps previous to the bestowal of post- 
humous honors upon the individuals men- 
tioned therein. 

May 23rd.—(1) The Governor of Cheh- 
kiang reports the capture and execution of 
three more criminals implicated in the 
robbery of the tax station at Pai-kuan in 


the Shang-yii District ( EK IB ). He now 
requests that the Magistrate and sub-Magis- 
trate may have their button restured to them. 

(2) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
opening of an official printing establishment 
in T’ai-yuan Fu for the purpose of bringing 
out the Classics, the Topugraphy of the 
Province, and other works. Education, he 
complains, is at a very low ebb. For some 
years past, the number of young men pre- 
senting themselves for examination has 
been very small—in large districts not 
more than a hundred, and in smaller 
districts only fifty or sixty would come up. 
How much learning has been neglected 
may be judged from the fact that not one 
per cent. of the clerksin the public offices 
can understand what they read; and not 
three in a thousand have a critical knowledge 
of their language. Despatches, notices, 
proclamations, and official documents of 
all kinds, have to be prepared by the Ma- 
gistrate himself, or his Secretary ; andin a 
large and important district the work cannot 
possibly be got through. The Topography 
of the province has not been reprinted 
since 1735; apart from its importance as 
containing the ancient history of that sec- 
tion of the country, it is important for the 
sake of future generations that it be pre- 
served, so that a record may exist of the 
incursions of the Nien-fei rebels, of the 
names of those who preferred death to dis- 
honour ; and of the calamities that have 
visited Shansi of late. All this will natur- 
ally cost a considerable amount. An ap- 
peal will be made to the generosity of the 
gentry in the more prosperous districts to 
subscribe the necessary funds, as in the 
present condition of the province it is im- 
possible to lay the people at large under 
contribution. 
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May 24th.—({1) A Decree calling upon 
the Board of Revenue to report upon the 
irregularities stated by Eu Ch’eng and 
T’ung Hwa to exist in the Szechw’an Salt 
Gabelle. 

(2) A Decree referring to the Board 
ef Punishments the report of Eu Ch’eng 
and T’ung Hwa upon the Tung Hsiang 
affair in Szechw’an. On the plea that 
the villagers refused to pay lawful taxes, 
and resisted forcibly all attempts to 
coerce them, a body of troops was moved, 
two years ago, against Tung Hsiang, on 
which occasion the soldiery were guilty of 
gross outrages. The reports which reached 
Peking led to a commission being appointed 
to sift the matter, and the two above-named 
commissioners have new submitted their 
report implicating a large number of 
oticials. ‘Che Decree further commands 
the Board to state whether a penalty shall 
be adjudged to Wén Ko, formerly Acting 
Governor-General of Szechw’an ; ‘Ting Pao- 
chén, the present Governor-General of that 
province, and Li Tsung-hsi, a high official 
now in mourning retirement, 

(3) P’eng Ch’u-han, the Admiral on the 
coast of Fuhkien, reports having started on 
25th March in the steamer Chen-wei on his 
annual tour of inspection. He mentions 
that five new forts have lately been con- 
structed at important places on the coast, 
the guns for which, however, have not yet 
been purchased. He dwells on the neces- 
sity of maintaining an eflicient force at 
Amoy, especially at this particular time, 
when coast defence is all important. 

(4) The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
reports that as the aborigines in Formosa 
are now quiet, the exchange of post pre- 
viously arranged between Chang Ch’i- 
kuang, Brigadier-General in Taiwan, and 
Wu Kuang-liang, Brigadier-General of Fu- 
ning in Fuhkien, will now take place. 


May 25th.—(1) A Decree. Shén Pao- 
chéng prays for the dismissal of a Prefect 
whose ways are defective. The Prefect 
Ch’éng Hsing-chii now residing in his 
native province, formerly accompanied his 
father, who was Judge of Yiinnan, to his 
post. He there had the audacity to be- 
guile a widow called Hwang into becoming 
his second, or adopted wife. His proper 
wife having subsequently forced the woman 
to assume her right position, which was 
that of concubine, he locked his wife up, 
but she escaped from confinement and 
took legal proceedings against him. Such 
conduct is verily a stain upon the uniform, 
and We command that the Prefect be forth- 
with cashiered. 
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(2) A decreelgranting an application from 
the same officer that special temples may 
be erected in Anhwei, Kiangsi, and Fuh- 
kien to the memory of Lin Tien, late As- 
sistant Administrator in the North-west. 
During the time of the rebellion this officer 
did distinguished service in each of the 
provinces in question. 

(3) A long memorial from Li-Hung-chang 
reporting the result of an investigation 
into the conduct of the Taotai Ying Liang, 
who had been charged with being an ex- 
tensive holder of land within the limits of 
his own jurisdiction, appropriation of other 
people’s burial grounds, substituting in- 
ferior woodwork for that of his official 
residence, and allowing his wife too much 
liberty of movement. These charges, as 
announced in a decree earlier summarised, 
have, one and all, been ascertained to be 
without foundation. 


May 26th.—(1) Decree. Hsii Kéng-shén 
(F Be) is appointed Director of the 


Grand Court of Revision, still retaining his 
post as a Secretary to the Council of State. 

(2) Memorial. Teng Pao-chéng, Gov- 
ernor-General of Szech’uan reports the trial 
of a case of murder. T’aiJung-piao, Lei Lao- 
chin and Mu Nu-tzi, natives of Hsing-wén- 
hsien were old acquaintances of one Liu 
Shih-kuan and his son Liu Lao-man. 
During the 11th moon of the 3rd year of 
Kwang Hail, Lei Lao-chin saw Liu Lao-man 
purchasing some hundreds of Taels of 
opium which he took with him. The same 
afternoon Lei Lao-chin met his friends T’ai 
Jung-piao and Mu Nii-tzti, to whom he 
mentioned the circumstance, and proposed 
that, as they were in great poverty, they 
should murder Lin Lao-man, and divide 
the opium between them. On the follow- 
ing day the three started for Liu Lao-man’s 
house ; Lei was armed with a pointed knife, 
T’ai with a wooden hoe, and Mu was un- 
armed. When they had gone about half- 
way the last named-complained of pain in 
the intestines and was left behind, while 
the other two went onalone. On reaching 
their destination they pretented that they 
wished to buy some opium. Liu Lao-man 
replied that his purchase was made in 
partnership with a man named Chin Té- 
chang and that he could not let them have 
any. They thereupon set upon him with 
their weapons and killed him. Just as 
they were taking away the opium, Liu Shih- 
kuan returned home and seeing the state 
of affairs shouted ‘‘ murder.” Lei Lao-chin, 
fearing that the neighbours would be 
alarmed, and wishing to close the mouth 
of the witness of the crime, stabbed him. 
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The murderers then carried the two bodi 
to a cave in the hills and made off with th 
spoil. Some time after, Chin Té-cha 
being in the market place saw Mu Nii-t: 
trying to dispose of four bundles of opiu 
which he recognised by the “chop.” 
asked him how he came by it, a 
Mu finding himself unable to giv 
a satisfactory explanation, confessed th 
truth. The affair became known to t 
police, who at once reported the matter 
the Magistrate, and the criminals we 
arrested and imprisoned. Mu and Lei di 
in prison after their examination. T 
sentences provided by law are as follows : 
T’ai Jung-piao to be summarily beheade 
Lei Lao-chiu to be summarily decapita 
and his head to be publicly exposed (as 
he died in prison, the sentence must be 
carried out on the corpse.) Mu beer 
to be imprisoned till the usual time of 
executions, and then beheaded ; but as he 
has died in prison his punishment need 
not be further discussed.—Rescript : Let 
the Board of Punishments immediately, 
consider and report. 

(3) The same official begs that an ex- 
pectant Taotai by purchase, named Wang 
Yii-chao, may be stripped of his rank as 
preliminary to being brought to trial. Th 
charges against him are :— 

1—That he presumed upon his wealth 
and standing to oppress the inhabitants of 
Fu-shun-hsien. 

2—That the local officials were so afraid 
of him that they dared not enquire into 
any charges brought against him. 

3—That he had illegally established an 
office for the sale of salt tickets, exacted a 
percentage on the yield of the salt wells, 
and appropriated to his own use public 
funds. 

4—That he purchased for concubines 
girls already betrothed, and that his con- 
duct is altogether unspeakable.—Rescript 
previously recorded. 

May 27th.—(1) Decree. Hwang Li- 


fang (PT HAD) to be Reader, and Nui 
Yii-kéng “Ea BD to be Expositor of 


the Han-lin-yuan. 

(2) Memorial. The Viceroy of Chihli, 
Li Hung-chang, reports his decision in an 
appeal case. Some time ago a salaried 
licentiate of Fu-chéng-hsien, by name 
Chao Ju-lin, appealed fo the Court of 
Ceusors accusing certain notables named 
Kao Yiin-chang, To Ying-ping and others, 
of appropriating to their own use portions 
of the grain handed to them for Famine 
relief purposes ; of bribing the Magistrate's 





May 27—29.] 





runners to arrest and imprison petitioner's 
uncle; and causing his death in prison. 
Memorialist was commanded to enquire 
into the matter and now forwards his 
decision. There is not a shadow of truth 
inthe charges brought against Kao Yiin- 
chang and To Ying-ping. The uncle of 
Chao Ju-lin was arrested for extortion, 
and died a natural death in the Yamén. 
For appealing directly to Peking, instead 
of first bringing his case before the Pro- 
vincial Court, Chao Ju-lin has rendered 
himself liable by law to the punishment 
of 50 blows with the small bamboo, 
but in consideration of his literary rank is 
allowed to commute it by a fine.—Rescript : 
let the proper Board consider and report. 
(3) Memorial. The Board of Censors 
report a complaint by Chi Féng-té of P’i 
Chow in Kiangsu that the murderers of his 
nephew had escaped punishment owing to 
the favour shewn them by the military 
authorities. —Rescript previously noted. 
(4) Another memorial from the same. A 
native of Fei-hsien in Shantung named 
Chiang Kwan-yuan has petitioned the 
Censorate stating that a licentiate of bad 
character named Chang Méng-pi had, on 
account of a feud existing between him 
and the petitioner, strangled the son and 
cousin of the latter—both children of five 
years of age.—Rescript previously noted. 
(5) Memorial. The Governor of Honan 
requests that the Magistrates of Li Yang 
and Hsing An may be deprived of their 
buttons and sent to the provincial capital 
to be examined as to the circumstances 
attending the escape of a criminal, sen- 
tenced to death by strangulation, who 
disappeared whilst passing through the dis- 
tricts within their jurisdiction when on his 
way to Ling Pao-hsien.—Reascript: Granted. 
May 28th.—_{1) Edict. Sometime ago 
Sung-Kwei, Imperial Resident at Lassa, 
memorialised Us that the re-embodiment 
of the Nomén Han, Awangch’ulch’imu, who 
had incurred punishment for an offence 
committed, had reappeared in the person of 
Awang Chiamubalch’uch’éngchiats’o. The 
memorial in question was at the time 
referred to the Mongolian Superintendency, 
which reported that during the reign, Tao 
Kwang the Nomén Han referred to, had 
committed offences so serious that the 
privilege of successive births into the 
world was withdrawn from him for ever, 
and the request forwarded by Sung-Kwei 
could not be acceded to. We have now 
teceived & memorial from the Military 
Governor of Ili and the Assistant Governor 
of Tarbagat’ai, stating that the Tibetan 
Lamas with the Khan of the Turguts and 
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chiefs of other tribes (who were willing to 
provide for the public service 1,000 horses), 
begged that We would allow Awang Chia- 
mubalch’uch’éngchiats’o to become a Lama. 
We now grant permission to Awang Chia- 
mubalch’uch’éngchiats’o to join the priest- 
hood, and to return to Tibet, there to study 
the Sacred Writings; but the request that 
his former name and title should be be- 
stowed upon him and that he should be 
recognised as the re-embodiment of the 
ex Nomén Han is refused. From compas- 
sionate motives the gift of horses is declined. 
Let the Board concerned take note. 


(2) Memorial. Ho Ching, Governor-Gen- . 


eral of Fuhkien and Chekiang and Li Ming-” 
chih, Governor of Fuhkien, make a report 
with reference to the establishment of new 
official districts in the North of Formosa. 
—Rescript: Let the proper Board consider 
and report. In the memorial a Prefect is 
improperly alluded to ‘‘as Prefect Lin” 


(PASP). Let the names of Ho Ching and 
Li Ming-chih be handed to the Board for 
the adjudication of a penalty. 

May 29th.—(1) Edict. We have received 
@ memorial from Wén K6 (4¢ #%§), Gov- 
ernor of Shantung, asking that Fu 


Kwan-hai (fai BB Ap), Salt Comptroller of 
that province, may be allowed to retire on 
account of ill-health. Fu Kwan-hai’s re- 
signation is accepted. 

(2) Pao Héng ( te ), Financial Com- 
missioner of Shanai, returns thanks on his 
arrival at his post.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) Memorial. The Governor of Kiang- 


su, Wu Yuan-ping (Ge JUV), reports a 
case of filial piety and requests the bestowal 
of an honorary portal. In Chang-shou- 


hsien CF PR) lived an expectant Ma- 


gistrate named Hu Liang-jui (A Bw) 
who had three sons. The eldest died, the 
second son was adopted by his uncle, and 


the youngest, Hu Yuan-féng (4A 7U®) 


remained at home to nurse his aged and 
infirm parent. In the first year of Kwang- 
Hsii the father fell sick, and during his 
illness, which extended through many 
months, this filial son tended him unre- 
mittingly, day and night, without even 
taking off his clothes. At length the 
father’s illness reached a dangerous climax 
and the son spent his nights burning 
incense and offering up prayers for his 
father’s recovery; and at last cut flesh 
from his arm to make broth for the old 
man, who after taking it rapidly recovered. 
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In the third year of Kwang Hsii, Hu 
Liang-jui was again attacked with danger- 
ous illness, and on the first month of the 
fourth year of Kwang Hsii died. The son 
grieved bitterly, and wept till he fainted. 
On recovering consciousness he said to his 
family, ‘‘I wish to follow my father even 
beyond the grave, that I may still minister 
to his wants. I no longer wish to live.” 
From the time that his father’s body was 
encoffined he refused all sustenance. His 
family and relations begged him to take 
some nourishment and induced him to 
swallow a little congee. On the arrival of 
his elder brother to take part in the mourn- 
ing ceremonies, Hu Yuang-féng seized his 
hands and pressing them in his own wept 
till blood started from his eyes. He then 
begged his brother to take charge of the 
funeral arrangements, and from that mo- 
ment refused all food, and on the sixth 
day of the fifth moon in a fit of weeping 
expired, in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age.—Rescript : Let an honorary portal be 
bestowed on Hu Yuang-feng. Let the 
Board of Ceremonies take note. 

(4) Tseng Kwo-ch’iian, Governor of 
Shansi, reports that no rain has fallen in 
that province since the spring, and that 
the whole country is parched. Prayers for 
rain must be at once offered, and it has 
been determined to send the Expectant 


Prefect, Hsieh Jén-p’u ED to the 
Shéng-ching-kang (Hast Fy ) to bring 


from the sacred well there an iron tablet 
to Shansi. At the same time Wu Kwang- 


hsung (SBCA) Magistrate of Hun- 
yuan-chow (FR Ph), has been sent to 
Héng-yuoh Miao (Ny fey) and Sun 
Yii-ming (FATA HA). Magistrate of Wu- 
Vai-hsien ( 2G to the Lung-shén 


Miao at Wu-t’ai-shan, to institute at those 
places services of prayer for rain.—Re- 
script: Noted. 


May 30th.—{1) The following decree has 
been reverently received from Their Ma- 
jesties, the Empresses :—In accordance with 
Our commands the Princes have reported on 
the secret memorial of the late Wu K’o-tu 


($e BY ie) and are of opinion that the 


request contained in the memorial in ques- 
tion is not in accordance with the family 
laws of the present Dynasty. His Majesty 
has received a grave charge from his 
august predecessor, and will, when sons 
are born to him, certainly choose out 
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the best and most capable as his sud 
cessor, who will then become the adopte 
heir of the Emperor who has pass 
away. Copies of the original memori 
of Wu K’o-tu, of the memorial from th 
Princes, of that from the Presidents Hs 


T’ung (eH), Wéng T’ung-ho By 
r-y and P’an Tsu-yin (PF HL ZS) ; anf 
those of Pao-t’ing (FRE) and otherg 
together with copies of our decree 


the 17th of the 3rd moon (7th Ma 
and this of to-day, are to be placed § 


the Yii Ching-kung (Bae fast Et"), [th 


Emperor's study.] Let the posthumoy 
honours allotted by law to an official of th 
5th rank be accorded to Wu K’o-tu as 
mark of our compassionate regard. ; 
(2) An Edict. His Majesty will procee 
on the 17th of the present moon to th 
Ta-kao-Tien to offer prayers for rain. 
Princes are also to go to various temple 


for the same purpose. 
AP 


(8) Decree. Li Chao-i ( 


appointed Salt Comptroller of Shantung. 
May 31st.—(1) A Decree. Shen Pas 
chén, Viceroy of the Two Kiang, is allowe 
by our special favour to ride on horsebacl 
within the Purple Prohibited City. 


(2) A Decree. Wén Pei (3Cii) is ap 
pointed Intendant of the Yung-ting riva 


(AR RE HAT.) 

(3) A Decree. Huai Té-pu (TA Hh 
is appointed a Deputy Commissioner of th 
Office of Transmission. 


(4) Edict. Certain Magistrates whos 
conduct had been complained of by 


Tsung-ying ( 7 Rei), Governor of H 
nan, are cashiered. 


(5) Report from the Imperial Clan Cou: 
into charges brought against the Censo: 


Ying Chén RAB) [The decree 
in answer to this memorial appeared in thé 
Gazette of May 13th.] 

June 1st.—(Court Circular.) Shén Paod 
chéng returns thanks for the bestowal o 
the privilege of riding within the Imperial 
precincts. 

(1) A decree appointing Wén Ko to thé 
post of Imperial agent at Kurun. He isg 
as is customary, to proceed to his post s 2 
Government expense. ; 

[Note.—Wén Ko has been recently res 
moved from the Governorship of Shantung' 
for misdemeanour. ] 

(2) A periodical decree enjoining upon 
the metropolitan executive the duty of 
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promptitude in the hearing of cases on for 
trial, a matter that has again formed the 
subject of a remonstrance from a Censor. 

(3) A decree expressing the Imperial re- 
grets at the death of Ying Kwei, Imperial 
agent at Kurun. The posthumous honors 
allotted by law to Deputy Lieutenants- 
General are to be bestowed upon him, and 
all official penalties recorded against his 
name are to be remitted. 

(4) Joint memorial from the Governor- 
General of Min-chéh, Ting Jih-ch’ang, and 
the Governor of Fuhkien, reporting that 
the whole of the large sum which Lin Wei- 
yuan, a notable of Formosa, undertook to 
contribute for public purposes has now 
been forwarded by him. Some time ago 
this notable was invited to contribute 
towards the heavy expenditure involved in 
the experimental opening of mines and 
laying down a railway in Formosa, and he 
undertook to provide $500,000 which was 
to be retained for application to coast 
defence and other expenditure. The 
famine in the North having subsequently 
assumed great proportions, the immediate 
object for which the money was contri- 
buted was abandoned and the money 
applied as a loan for the relief of the 
sufferers. Lin Wei-yuan sent to the Taotai 
of T’aiwan a first instalment of $100,000, 
which was afterwards followed by two 
further instalments amounting $260,000. 
These sums were forwarded at different 
times to the Tientsin contribution agency 
to be divided by Li Hung-chang amongst 
the provinces of Chihli, Shansi, and Honan. 
Lin Wei-yuan also delivered 15,000 piouls 
of rice, valued at $50,000, for relief 
purposes, and these amounts with the 
sum of $90,000 which had been retained 
for use in T’ai-pei Fu, make up the 
requisite total. In accordance with the 
ruling of the Board a joint application 
with Li  Hung-chang will be made 
for the bestowal of an extraordinary mark 
of Imperial approbation for so large a con- 
tribution. 

(5) Huang Shao-ch’un, Commander-in- 
chief of Chékiang, applies through the 
Governor-General of Min-chéh and the 
Governor of his province. for leave to 
vacate his post on account of sickness 
caused by old wounds, which are affected by 
the damp or cold. He hears, moreover, 
from his father that both his parents are 
ailing as is also his younger brother, who 
is afflicted with chronic disease. A rescript 
is appended to the memorial granting three 
months’ congé. 

June 2nd.—(Court Circular.) The Beiléh 
Yi returns thanks for the indication of the 


Google 


67 


matrimonial alliance he is expected to 
contract. 

(1) A decree bestowing military honors 
upon a Brigadier-General, one Shén Yii-sui, 
and others who have been commended by 
Tso Tsung-t’ang for their success in the 
dispersion of a number of disaffected natives 
near Hsiian-hua-t’ing, in Kansuh, who had 
been guilty of repeated acts of brigandage, 
highway robbery, and crimes of a like 
nature. A joint attack was made upon a 
portion of their number who had stationed 
themselves at a place called Lang Chin- 
chuang, but these, afraid of the con- 
sequences of opposition, surrendered at 
discretion. Another branch of the same 
gang entrenched themselves in an earth- 
work round which a fosse was dug, and 
prepared to resist the Imperial force, which 
advanced to the attack from different 
points and carried the place at once by 
storm, rasing it to the ground and making 
many prisoners. The heads of the neigh- 
bouring villages immediately came forward 
to tender their submission, and peace and 
order were restored. The Brigadier-Gen- 
eral is to be committed to the Board for 
the bestowal of the most distinguished 
marks of Imperial approbation, and appro- 
priate rewards are conferred upon the 
subordinates who were engaged with 
him. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General of Chihli. Some time 
since the memorialist reported to His 
Majesty that the committee of officers ap- 
pointed to revise the chih, or topography, 
of the province of Chihli, had discovered 
over 2,900 instances of remarkable female 
chastity, filial piety and purity, and had- 
forwarded a list of names to be submitted 
to His Majesty for the bestowal of marks 
of approbation, which were granted by 
Imperial decree. The President of the 
central committee of revision now re- 
ports that further enquiry has resulted 
in the discovery of 367 more instances of 
remarkable female piety which come within 
the scope of the law affecting bestowal of 
rewards. It was his manifest duty to 
solicit the bestowal of rewards that would 
perpetuate the names of those who had 
carried out the principles of filial piety to 
the utmost of their endeavour, had mu- 
tilated their livers to heal disease, and spent 
their days from first to last in sacrifice 
of self to the good of others. The memo- 
rialist, finding nothing to object to in this 
application, begs to submit it for His 
Majesty’s approval and appends a list of the 
names for which honors are claimed.— 
Granted by Rescript. 





(3) The Tartar General at Foochow 
reports the expiration of the month of 
congé that was granted to him in consequence 
of ill-health, and prays that, as his malady 
is unabated, he may be given permission to 
retire. He is granted by rescript a further 
congé of two months. 

(4) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied by a series of memorials from 
the Censor Wén Chiieh, exposing a number 
of abuses. His first memorial is devoted 
to an attack upon the laxity that has been 
allowed to prevail in the province of Chihli 
in the matter of handing over charge of 
Magistracies to newly appointed incum- 
bents. According to the rules of the Board, 
a limit of two months is allowed for the 
handing over of a Magistracy to the new 
incumbent. If the limit be exceeded, the 
officer is cashiered but retained at his post, 
a further period of two months being 
allowed him in which to close outstandin, 
cases. If this second limit is exceed 
he is removed from his post, and 
subjected to penalties of a sufficiently 
rigorous nature. The Censor complains 
that this rule is disregarded, and 
that in spite of arrangements made by 
the present Governor-General and his 
predecessor Tséng Kuo-fan for the establish- 
ment of special courts for the hearing of 
cases, which were classed as old or new 
respectively, within certain allotted limits 
of time, since the administration of the 
present Financial Commissioner a repre- 
hensible laxity and dilatoriness has been 
allowed to prevail. The result is that a 
system which worked well under former 
superintendence has now become utterly 
useless and an accumulation of cases is 
gradually rising, until new ones become 
old, and old .ones farther develop into 
chi-an or arrears. The decree in reply has 
already been summarised in the Gazette of 
13th May, as has also the reply to his 
attack upon the Office of Gendarmerie 
which forms the subject of his second 
memorial. 

June 3rd.—(1) The Court of Censors 
‘report that one Hsieh Ching-shan, a 
Literary student from Yi-shan Hsien in 
Kiangsu, has petitioned as follows :—‘‘I 
am twenty-five years of age, and reside in 
a village in the Yi-shan district in Kiangsu, 
where I follow the calling of a farmer. 
In the early part of last year a gang of 
robbers burst open the gate of my house 
during the night, and having effected an 
entry into the courtyard, broke into the 
house. They were all provided with torches 
and were armed, and shouted out the 
works ‘kill, rob, burn.” They shot my 
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father dead with a foreign gun, maim 
my mother and elder brother, and infli 
sword cuts on myself, my sister-in-law, 
and my maternal uncle, burning down the 
house, and plundering it of all the mone 
and clothes that they could find. I re, 
ported the robbery to the Magistrate, who 
inspected the premises, etc., and sent 
runners to arrest the perpetrators of the 
crime, but not a single one was captured. 
I then went to the Prefect of my district, 
and the Intendant of the circuit in which! 
it lay, and was referred back to the Magis- 
trate. I then appealed to the Brigadier 
General, who gave orders to the garrison of 
the locality to arrest the robbers, but one of 
the clerks for criminal causes attached to 
the magistracy induced the military thief 
takers to extort money from me, and to arrest 
two individuals concerned in a distinct case 
of theft, from whom a confession of the 
robbery was forced. I then appealed to 
the Judge, Financial Commissioner and) 
Governor respectively, all of whom sent) 
the case back to the Magistrate. The caso) 
has been pending all ¢his time, and, im- 
patient at the delay, I have come to the 
capital to lodge an appeal.”—Referred in 
the usual manner. j 
No other documents of importance, 


June 4th.—({1) A Decree. Those amongst 
the Manchu and Chinese Vice-Presidents, 
Sub-Chancellors of the Grand Secretariat, 
and Directors and Sub-Directors of Courts 
of the third, fourth and fifth degrees of rank 
who have attained to these grades through | 
the highest class of literary graduation and 
have not yet undergone the test of capabil- 
ity for employment as functionaries at the’ 
[coming triennial examination] will present’ 
themselves for examination at the Great 
Imperial Library on the 17th inst. Those 
who are unwilling to attend the examina- 
tion will make the usual statement to that 
effect to the Board of Ceremonies, that their’ 
names may be erased from the list of eligible’ 
examiners. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang reports the receipt of an appli- 
cation from the Magistrate of the Chao-wén 
district for the bestowal of a mark of Im- 
perial approbation upon an elderly widow 
now deceased, whose husband died when she 
was twenty-nine years of age. She remained 
faithful to his memory during a long 
widowhood of forty years, and the gentry 
of the neighbourhood were loth that so 
brilliant an example of constancy should be 
allowed to lapse into oblivion.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

No other documents of importance. 
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June 6th.—{1) A memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t’ang, Commander-in-chief in the 
North-west and Governor-General of Shén- 
ii and Kansu, praying that the oflicial 
biography of four distinguished military 
oficers now deceased may be recorded in 
the State Historiographer’s Office. He 
tommences with the assertion that the 
most urgent necessity in the conduct of 
nilitary affairs is the securing of talented 
wents, and that strategy is dependent for 
success upon education and scholarship of 
a high order. In military matters ex- 
ceptional talent can alone ensure success, 
ind a firmness of purpose and adherence 
to principle that gives evidence of its 
existence in the ordinary affairs of life, 
wherebya man’s power or capacity are estab- 
lished. His efforts and the success attending 
them are to be witnessed when occasion 
wises [for the exercise of his powers], and 
his enployment [on such occasions] is sure 
tobeattended with good results. The power 
of discerning talent does not exhibit itself 
in small matters. The title of scholarship 
cannot be given to those who are able only 
toargue in a specious and plausible manner. 
To those who only give vent to their 
passion and have not the power of fostering 
their courage, the title of true bravery can- 
not be given. In genuine success the 
qualities of firmness of purpose and ad- 
herence to principle are always to be found ; 
it is not to be commanded or falsely claimed 
by superficial brilliancy of demeanour and a 
blustering and coarse deportment. Your 
‘ervant is but an obscure and impecunious 
«holar, who knows but few men, and 
deems his abilities of so low an order 
that he depends on others for advice 
and assistance in the conduct of military 
afairs. Four such men have come to your 
servant’s aid and died before their task 
was done., While the extent and success 
oftheir labours differed in each case, and 
their reputation was not universal, the 
standard of conduct they set up for them- 
selves (and followed] from first to last was 
m each case worthy of regard. The 
nemorialist then proceeds to name these 
four officers and to enumerate at length 
the services which give them a claim to 
biographical notice. The following are the 
Naraesand titles of the officers in question :— 
Hsia Hsin, Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat and Director of Studies in the pro- 
vince of Anhwei; Wang Po-sin, Second 
Secretary of the Board of Punishments ; 
Wu Shih-mai, Secretary of the Imperial 
Patent Office ; Wu Kuan-li, Compiler of 
the he Grated by decree earlier 
issued, 
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June 6th.—({1) A long memorial from 
the Governor-General of Min-chéh and the 
Governor of Fuhk’ien, reporting the result 
of an investigation into the conduct of the 
Magistrate of the Lo-yuan District, who 
had been dismissed and debarred in per- 
petuity from official employment in con- 
sequence of the commission of certain 
irregularities whereby much public dis- 
content had been engendered and a com- 
mercial strike ensued. The details of the 
case are tvo complicated to admit of a 
lengthy summary, but the main facts are 
as follows :—The Mayistrate in question, 
Chang Chin-chien by name, compelled the 
grain clerk in charge of the land tax office, 
whose duty it was to convert cash receipts 
into silver, to supply him with bills under- 
taking to provide the silver within a certain 
time under forfeit if the limit was exceeded, 
the proceeds of these forfeits being appro- 
priated by the Magistrate to his own use, the 
transaction partaking of the nature of a com- 
mercial operation. Theclerk fell behindhand 
in his payments, whereupon the Magistrate 
agreed to accept the clerk’s sister, Shou 
Hsi by name, as a set off against the debt, 
with the intention of making her his con- 
cubine, which, situated as he was, was an 
improper proceeding and in contravention 
of official usage. He then tried to recover 
by forcible means from the clerk the money 
due by him, and inflicted corporal punish- 
ment upon the spectators in Court in so 
arbitrary a manner as to provoke the rage 
of all present and cause a general cessation 
of business. Having already been dis- 
missed the public service in perpetuity, the 
memorialists consider that the offence of the 
Magistrate has been adequately punished, 
but they suggest the infliction of the 
penalty of banishment for three years with 
the addition of 100 blows upon six indivi- 
duals who created a disturbance in Court, 
together with sentences of a less severe 
nature upon others who were implicated 
in a minor degree.—Referred to the Board 
of Punishments. 


(2) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 


chang. Hsiieh Fu-ch’éng HE ita BK, an 
expectant Prefect in Chihli, obtained leave 
of absence in the early part of 1877 to 
return to Shantung, his native province, 
to minister to his parents, and shortly 
after his arrival at his home one of them 
died and he went into mourning. In 
March, 1878, memorialist received a letter 
from the Tsung-li Yamén stating that they 
had recommended His Majesty to appoint 
Hsiieh Fu-ch’éng Secretary to the Legation 
in Germany, and that he should therefore 





be called upon to start with all de- 
spatch. Instructions to this effect were 
sent to the officer in question, and 
in due time he replied that officials 
in mourning being required by law 
to complete the prescribed period of such 
mourning, it would not be expedient for 
him to engage in distant service at that 
time. Memorialist accordingly applied to 
His Majesty to cancel the appointment, 
which was done. Hsiieh Hu-ch’éng’s period 
of mourning is now on the verge of comple- 
tion, and it is the rule that all expectants 
of office shall, on their completion of a 
period of mourning, return to the province 
in which they are expectants, the author- 
ities at their native place obtaining from 
them a bond of identity, etc., which 
is passed from one office to another until 
it finally reaches the head of the pro- 
vince in which the expectant is to serve. 
As this process is a work of time, and the 
amount of business connected with foreign 
intercourse is increasing gradually to an 
extent that requires the immediate assist- 
ance of competent and experienced officers, 
such as Hasiieh Fu-ch’éng has shown 
himself to be in an exceptional degree, it is 
requested that the usual formula may be 
dispensed with in his case, and the Goverrior 
of Kiangsu directed to instruct the Prefect 
and Magistrate of Hsiieh Fu-ch’éng’s native 
place to urge him to come northward with 
all despatch at the expiration of his period 
of mourning. He can provide the author- 
ities with the necessary documents before 
he leaves.—Rescript : Let the Governor- 
General write to the Governor of Kiangsu to 
order Hsiieh Fu-ch’éng to proceed to Chihli 
immediately on the expiration of his period 
of mourning, to be available for employ- 
ment. 


June 7th._(1) Chang Yiin-ch’ing ie 
pesg) is appointed Junior Vice-President 


of the Board of Works. 


(2) A report from Ting Pao-chéng, 
Governor of Szechuen, on the capacity 
of Fang Chiin-yi, the provincial Judge, 
whom he pronounces to be quite unfit 
for the duties of his post. (For decree re- 
moving this officer see Gazette of 13th May.) 


(3) The same officer reports a case of 
murder at T’ien-ch’iian-chow, in his pro- 
vince, under the following circumstances :— 
Hsiao Yang Kao Shih, or the younger 
Mrs. Yang, was married to the son of Lao 
Yang Kao Shih, or the elder Mrs. Yang. 
Young Mrs. Yang had been betrothed to 
old Mrs. Yang’s son when quite a child, 
and had lived for a while on good terms with 
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_ proper restraint, has been punished in the 
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her mother-in-law. After her marriage the 
elder woman conceived a grudge against 
her daughter-in-law because her mother 
was poor, and was constantly nagging at 
her about it, and the daughter-in-law a 
frequently made her angry by her insub- 
ordinate remarks, which led to the 
bestowal of abuse upon her on many 
occasions. The son, who is a tailor by 
trade, was seldom at home, but when he 
was he lectured his wife for her refractori- 
ness, though his injunctions had little 
effect. Inthe month of June, 1878, young 
Mrs. Yang fell sick and moved to her 
mother’s house, or, rather that of her 
younger brother Kao Chin-wa, in which her 
mother lived. After she had been there 
some weeks the elder Mrs. Yang wentto look 
for her son, and, not finding him, suspected 
young Mrs. Yang of having hid him away 
somewhere. She accordingly visited her 
daughter-in-law on the following day and 
began to abuse her. The daughter-in-law 
retorted, and the elder woman, objecting 
to her remarks, butted at young Mrs. Yang 
with her head and knocked her down, 
tumbling on the top of her, and knocking 
her own head in the fall so hard that she 
felt dizzy and remained rolling about on 
the ground cursing her daughter-in-law. 
Mrs. Yang, the younger, got up, and as 
she thought of the unkind treatment and 
abusive language she had daily to endure 
from her mother-in-law, she determined to 
kill her, and, picking up a wood chopper 
lying close at hand, sat on the top of her 
mother-in-law as she lay on the ground 
and struck her repeatedly with the chopper 
until she died. At the time that this was 
going on Yang Chin-wa’s wife was in the 
kitchen cooking rice, and when she heard 
the noise she ran to the rescue, as did also 
Kao Wang-ming, who happened to be pass 
ing by, but they were too late. After sum- 
marising the case in the usual manner, and 
quoting the law on the subject, the memo 
rialist proceeds to report the penalty he 
has inflicted under power of the standing 
Imperial Death Warrant. The woman has 
been led forth, bound to a public place in 
the provincial city—the scene of her crime 
being without the prescribed limit of 3004 
—and has there been put to death by ling 
cW’ih, though, being a woman, the head 
was not afterwards exposed. The husband, 
inasmuch as his mother’s death was caused 
by his inability to keep his wife under 


manner laid down by law for such cases, 
that is to say, he has been taken to the! 
place of his wife’s execution and ther, 
after having been beaten with forty blows, 
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he was made to witness his wife’s execu- 
tion, and then sent to the scene of the 
crime to be exposed in the cangue for one 
month, at the expiration of which period 
he will receive forty blows more and be 
set at liberty.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 

June 8th.—(1) Memorial from the Court 
of Censors reporting the receipt of a petition 
from the notables of Chéng-chow in Honan 
to the effect that one K’uei Yuan-hsiin, an 
officer in charge of a local agency for the 
accumulation of supplies of grain against 
times of dearth, had appropriated over 
9,000 piculs of grain stored for this 
purpose, and when a failure of the crops 
occurred, did not issue a single peck 
from the store, but quietly allowed the 
people to die of starvation. He also 
availed himself of facilities afforded him as 
promoter of contributions and issuer of 
relief to enrich himself, falsified the books, 
and set his underlings on to extorting over 
Tis. 1,000 in excess of the amounts sub- 
scribed, as well as fees to the extent of 
several thousand strings of cash. In the 
issue of relief, again, although it was stated 
clearly on the relief tickets that supplies 
were to be issued six times a month, he 
changed the number of issues to three, and 
only served out one gill per man instead 
of three gills for adults and half that 
amount for children as agreed upon, and 
even adulterated the reduced ration with 
‘an admixture of husks and dust. The 
actual amount expended in relief was 
Tls. 7,000, and something over 800 piculs 
of grain, and by sending in false returns 
Yuan-hsiin had appropriated over Tls. 4,000, 
as well as a sum of over Tis. 10,000 which 
had been paid over in contributions but 
not reported. On application to the Pre- 
fect, secret enquiries were set on foot, and 
on being summoned for trial Yuan-hsiin 
admitted his guilt but undertook to refund 
the amount embezzled, but this he has so far 
failed to do. —Referred in the usual manner. 

June 9th.—(1) A decree ordering a 
further series of prayers for rain to be 
offered at the various State temples on the 
13th inst. The metropolis still continues 
in want of thorough moisture, and reports 
from Shansi show that the rainfall in that 
province has not reached the extent of 
complete saturation. His Majesty will 
take a part in the services, and will, as 
usual, repair to the Ta Kao Tien. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu, reporting the trial and execution 
of a parricide, one Huang Kon-lang by 
name, who lived in the Tsung-ming district 
on the island of that name. Huang Kon- 
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lang, who was the only son of his father, 
was of a turbulent and unruly disposition, 
and it was elicited in evidence that he had 
even gone so far on one occasion as to 
strike his father when he corrected him 
for refusing to turn the grindstone. On 
this occasion the father, being fond of his 
son, did not report him to the authorities. 
One day, ‘early in the present year, Huang 
Kon-lang went out with his father to sell 
some cloth, and was intercepted by a 
creditor, one Wang Yo-t’ing, who demanded 
payment of a debt due by Kon-lang, and a 
fight ensued on the latter’s refusal to pay. 
Huang Sung-fu, Kon-lang’s father, called 
out and rebuked his son, and finally drag- 
ged him away and took him home. Kon- 
lang on his return went to a friend, 
Liu Pao-chiian by name, who he knew 
had a grudge against Wang Yo-t’ing and 
induced him to write a report to the head- 
man of the tithing repudiating the debt. 
Pao-chiian did so, and explained that the 
petition stated that Wany Yo-t’ing had 
robbed Kon-lang of money and rice and 
assaulted his father. That it would be 
necessary to explain the purport of the 
report to his father, and that the headman 
of the tithing must first inspect the scene 
of the alleged robbery before an action 
could be brought against Wang Yo-t’ing. 
When Kon-lang told his father of the 
scheme he objected to it altogether, and 
told the headman, to whom Kon-lang had 
already spoken, to stop all proceedings. 
Kon-lang then went again to consult his 
friend Pao T’ing, and they came to the 
conclusion that as it would be difficult to 
inflict injuries on the father in support of 
the charge they wished to bring against 
Wang Yo-t’ing, the only thing was to kill 
him outright and lay him in front of Wang 
Yo-t’ing’s door, when Wang would be 
sure to come to an accommodation to avoid 
being implicated in a case of suspicious 
death. Liu went on to explain to Kon- 
lang that the best way of killing his father 
was to kneel upon his stomach and throttle 
him, and added that he should expect eight 
or ten dollars as a present for his hints 
when the act was done. In pursuance of 
his scheme, Kon-lang went back, and, 
pretending that he was going out on busi- 
ness, hid himself in a side room until his 
father had gone to bed and was asleep. He 
then took a lamp in his hand and crept into 
his father’s room, the door of which was not 
bolted. His father, still dressed in his 
clothes, was lying asleep on his back with 
his right hand thrust into the breast of his 
coat and his left hand placed on his chest. 
Kon-lang got upon the bed, and placing his 
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left knee upon the right sleeve of his father’s 
coat and his right knee upon his stomach in 
such wise as to hold the left hand fast, 
knelt down upon him and seized him by 
the throat, throttled him in a slourt space 
of time in spite of his struggles to free 
himself. He then took the body on his 
back and carried it in the direction of Wang 
Yo-t’ing’s house, but his strength failed him 
and the dawn broke before he could get 
there, so he threw the body into a ditch. 
Detection followed in due course, and his 
guilt being established as well by his own 
confession as the testimony of his accom- 
plice, he was executed by the ling ch’th 
process, and his head sent to the scene of 
the crime. The Imperial permission is 
solicited for the summary decapitation of 
Liu Pao-ch’iian, at whose instance the 
crime was committed.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

June 10th.—{1) A Decree. Fu Chén- 
pang reports that an officer on postal 
service duty finds the climate does not 
agree with him and applies for permission 
to return to the capital to do duty. Tu- 
shih-k’ou is not far distant from Peking, 
and Ch’i Pao, Secretary of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, who is in charge of the 
postal service at that place, clearly manifests 
a lazy disposition and a love of ease in 
abruptly applying for permission to relin- 
quish his duties on the pretext that the 
climate does not agree with him. Let Ch’i 
Pao at once vacate his post and return to 
the Banner to which he belongs. His ap- 
plication for leave to return to duty at his 
yamén is not sanctioned. The Mongolian 
superintendency will, in accordance with 
statute, select an officer to replace Ch’i 
Pao in the office of Superintendent of the 
postal service. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Uliasut’ai and the Assistant Governor of 
Kobdo reporting the robbery of the Im- 
perial Treasury at the latter place and the 
arrest of the guilty parties. The Secretary 
in charge of the Grain Department had 
reported to memorialists that a hole having 
been discovered in the back wall of the 
Treasury during the month of March last, 
an inspection was at once made, and it was 
found that three large ingots of silver 
with fifteen small ones, as well as five 
pearls, were missing, the weight of the 
whole being altogether three hundred 
ounces. Memorialist was filled with un- 
controllable astonishment upon receipt 
of this intelligence, and at once went 
himself to inspect the place, when he 
found that the robbery had undoubtedly 
occurred. The soldier on duty as watch- 
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man, Lin Ju-hai by name, was at once se 
for, as well as Yen Chin-fu, a soldi 
who had been given a lodging with hi 
and interrogated. Lin Ju-hai stated ¢ 
he had served as a cavalry soldier at 
shih-k’ou, but he had changed his troopa 
been transferred to K’obdo in 1875, whet 
he was placed on duty as a watchman o 
the Treasury. One day in the middle 
March he met Liu Chin-fu, an old fries 
at the door of his watch house, wi 
asked him to let him be his substitu 
This he refused, but allowed him 
come and live in the watch house. 
days later, Lin Ju-hai went outside # 
town to look for someone, and depute 
Yén to look after his work for him. Bei 
unable to get into the town that nigh 
he returned the following morning, whegl, 
Yén informed him with much trepida 
tion that some thieves had made a ho 
in the back wall of the treasury on thi 
previous night. This story having be 
verified on inspection, Lin Ju-hai at ong 
reported the fact. The evidence of Ya 
Chin-fu was next taken and agreed witl 
Lin’s, while the testimony of neither cou 
be shaken under repeated and _ rigoros 
examination. They were accordingly locke 
up, and circular instructions for the arre 
of the guilty parties were just about tob 
issued when the Sub-prefect in charge of thi 
streets and markets reported that a Russia 
trading in Kobdo had come to his oflie 
and informed him privately that a man bh 
just been to his shop to change some silvery 
and he had such a quantity that there ¥ 

@ suspicion of its not being properly com 
by. Search was at once made for the n 
with the assistance of the Russian trade 
and he was caught. He proved to be 
soldier, Lin Fu-shan by name, and whe 
interrogated, he admitted that he h 
stolen the money from the treasury. Sim 
small ingots and the five pearls were ™ 
covered from him. On being form 
placed on his trial, he declared that whe 
looking for a friend he had gone on thet 
night of the robbery to the watch house 
and had there met Yén Chin-fu, and that 
they had committed the robbery, Yén 
Chin-fu taking three large ingots and he 
fifteen small ones, and a packet of broken 
silver. Yén Chin-fu said to him, “You 
had better take all the silver away outside 
the city to-night, because they will be 
looking for it to-morrow.” He did so, and 
buried the large ingots in a mound of loose 
earth outside the south-west angle of the 
wall, and some of the smaller ones ina 
dung heap in the street. Four days after 
wards he dug up one of the small inguis 
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and took it toa Russian shop to change into 
broken silver. Two days after he dug up six 
more and took them to the same man, who 
found him out and told the authorities. 
This story was corroborated by Yén Chin- 
fu, and the two having admitted their 
guilt it only remained to pass sentence 
upon them. Unfortunately the edition of 
the statutes at Kobdo, a military town, is 
imperfect, and as in so grave a case as this, 
memorialists would not venture to propose 
asentence which they had no authority to 
inflict, they beg that the Board of Punish- 
ments may be directed to signify the sent- 
ence that should be passed.—Referred to 
the Board of Punishments. 

June 11th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by a memorial from 
Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen, entering into an elaborate defence 
of the present method of conducting the 
salt trade of that province, which has been 


attacked by the Tsao-min OkE Be) or salt 


boilers. A number of them had presented 
a long list of alleged grievances to Ngén 
Ch’éng, the High Commissioner sent to 
investigate a number of charges brought 
against the Governor-General and other 
officials, and by a decree issued in the 
month of March last, their petition was 
referred to the Governor-General for a 
report. The memorial is too full of details 
and technicalities to admit of a summary 
that would bring the subject within the 
compass of a few lines. The Governor- 
General commences by calling to His 
Majesty’s recollection the mass of corrup- 
tion he had to attack when he commenced 
to set in order the salt system of Szechuen. 
Memorial after memorial gave details of 
abuses that existed, and every word that 
these contained is literally true. The 
regulations that were finally drawn up 
wereframed witha view to eliminating these 
abuses and, by giving the salt permits a 
wider circulation, to enrich the revenue and 
benefit trade in general. The results of 
this system, which was matured after 
careful thought and based on the testi- 
mony afforded by experienced traders, the 
opinion of the official body being also in- 
vited, may be seen in the returns which 
Were forwarded to the Board of Revenue 
at the end of last year. It was, moreever, 
carefully tested by the experience of tive 
months’ working before being submitted to 
His Majesty for approval. Since its organ- 
isation memorialist has never failed to give 
his personal supervision to its working both 
day and night, replying in his own hands 
to all queries and reports. The system, 
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in two words, is official supervision. 
Traders are allowed to sell, but wider 
Government auspices, and the memorialist 
in an elaborate disquisition contrasts the 
present with the past, showing that not 
only has a load of debt in the shape of 
arrears of taxation been replaced by a 
revenue during the past year of over a 
million taels, but smuggling and the nu- 
merous abuses that formerly existed have 
been put down, not only not to the detriment 
of the trader but to his immediate advant- 
age, as may be seen from the fact that 
while before he was subjected to numerous 
and vexatious charges at every point and 
was with difficulty able to secure any 
return on his capital, he may now realise 
a profit of over Tis. 20 on each yin without 
any trouble to himself. And all this is 
accomplished without the expenditure of 
any additional sums on the part of the 
Government, as the costly machinery of 
the executive required is maintained by 
the imposition of a p’ing-yw tax, or the 
small amount necessary to give the turn to 
the scale, which is borne by the consumer 
and not the trader.—The memorial is briefly 
acknowledged in an earlier decree. 

June 12th.—(1) Postscript memorial 
from Lin Chao-yuan, acting Governor of 
Kweichow. Every foot of ground in the 
province, says the memorialist, is hilly, and 
the pent up accumulation of heavenly and 
earthy vapours ought to produce there 
gravel or sand in which mines might be 
opened for every description [of mineral 
product], but the workings formerly opened 
have long become obsolete from age or 
exhaustion, and the province labours under 
the disadvantage of possessing no men of 
business sufliciently wealthy to come and 
take the place of the former.miners, An- 
other deterrent exists in the uncertainty of 
securing positive success in the exploitation 
of the hidden treasures of the earth, which 
causes the majority of persons to suspect 
that the operation is attended with difficulty, 
and the result is that no one will engage in 
an undertaking of the sort. During memori- 
alist’s incumbency as Provincial Treasurer 
he drew up a minute code of regulations to, 
and issued proclamations inviting the, 
mercantile class to come forward and engage 
in enterprises of this nature, but there were 
very few who responded to his invitation. 
He then deputed a number of officials and 
notables well versed in mining matters to 
make surveys in different directions, but 
the result of their investigations was that 
though there were localities in which mines 
might be made, no capital could be found 
to work them, and so it came to pass that 
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matters arrived at a standstill. At the 


present moment the quota due from Kwei- | 


chow to other provinces cannot be supplied 
with regularity, and the impoverished con- 
dition of the country becomes daily fraught 
with increasing danzer, so that there re- 
mains nothing for it, in the utter absence 
of all plans for a remedy, but to turn as a 
last resource to the hope that a small 
profit may be reaped from the natural 
products of the earth. The meimorialist 
has now discovered that there is a hill 
known as the Ma-an or horse saddle hill, 
with others, in the jurisdiction of the sub- 
Prefect of Kuei-hua, in which the Sha-cl’i 
or sand element is extremely vigorous, 
while they enclose a sheet of water in their 
centre which they surround on all four 
sides, so that [the working of mines in this 
locality] would not be in the slightest 
degree detrimental to the land or houses 
of the [surrounding] villagers. The me- 
morialist accordingly proposes in the first 
instances to make an experiment [in this 
neighbourhood] in the hope that the not- 
ables and trading classes, who are in a 
position to do so, may be stimulated into 
an effort when they hear what is being 
done. The works will be used as a means 
of disposing of the vagrant classes, and 
a source of wealth will be opened that 
will to a slight extent relax the strain that 
now is placed on national expenditure. If 
the enterprise succeeds, sufficient of the 
proceeds of the workings will be sold to 
meet the regular amount due to the capital, 
and any surplus that then remains will be 
reported for taxation. The memorialist 
cannot guarantee that his efforts will be 
successful, but he will use his utmost 
endeavours to render them so.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

June 13th.—_({1) Memorial from Shén 
Pao-chén reporting that he handed over 
the seals of the Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang and Minister Superintendent of 
Foreign Trade on the 11th May, and left 
for Peking by steamer on the 14th. 

(2) Wu Yuan-ping reports the assump- 
tion of the duties of the Governor-General 
during his absence. 

The remaining memorials in this day’s 
Gazette consist of formal reports on matters 
of official routine. 

June 14th.—(1) Memorial from the Court 
of Censors reporting at great length the 
result of their enquiries into the conduct of 
Li Chung-ming, the Peking book-seller, and 
Ho Shou-tz’ii, President of the Board of 
Works, and submitting the penalty they 
consider the former should undergo. They 
leave it to His Majesty to decide whether 
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or no Ho Shou-tzii has been sufficiently 
punished by the loss of three steps of cum- 
mutative rank and removal to another post. 
(For summary of this memorial see Gazette 
of 24th April.) 

(2) Memorial from Wu Yén-chieh, Lite- 
rary Chancellor of Kiangsi, who reports 
the loss of a number of official documents 
in the course of a shipwreck which ha 
encountered, and prays that a penalty may 
be inflicted upon him. He held an exami- 
nation this year in Kiukiang, which was 
concluded on the 9th of March, and he then 
started by water for Jui-chow to hold an 
examination there. He was detained s 
long by contrary winds that he did noe 
reach the provincial capital and leave 
the Poyang Lake to enter the portion of the 
Yangtsze known as the Shuang-chiang, till 
the Ist April. He was just congratulating, 
himself that all dangers were past, and he 
could now reckon on the number of days 
he had yet to travel, when, on the evening 
of the 2nd, he came to anchor at a place 
called Ch’i-chien in the Nan-ch’ang juris- 
diction, and at midnight a boisterous wind 
arose accompanied with rain and hail, and 
followed by a terrible sea, against which man 
could not prevail. There were no people 
living near the place, and cries for help 
found no response. The fleet consisted 
of the memorialist’s boat and twelve 
others which were occupied by his servants, 
secretaries and clerks. Four of these were 
washed away and foundered in a very brief 
space of time, and of the remaining nine, 
some had only the hull left, others the 
bow alone. Memorialist could only clasp 
his official seal, and pray earnestly to 
Heaven that he alone might bear this 
disaster, and that the others might be 
protected from harm. The boats were 
providentially anchored near the shore, 
and temporary shelter was gained by 
crawling over the sand, or death escaped 
by swimming, so that none came to harm; 
but one of the two boats in which the 
clerks and archives were broke adrift and 
was lost. The box containing the examina- 
tion papers and other documents of special 
importance was saved by an effort, but 
three boxes of papers were lost, and at- 
tempts at dragging for them proved fruitless. 
On examination of their lists the clerks 
ascertained that the missing boxes contained 
lists of competitors, the red lists of successful 
candidates, with clean drafts and registers 
of correspondence, &c., but as the original 
papers existed, there was sufficient material 
left to enable reference to be made, and 
the public business would not be interfered 
with in any way. As the candidates in 
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e sub-prefecture had already assembled, 
morialist went on to the town in 
ht carts with a reduced following, and 
contrived not to miss the date fixed for 
eexamination. Memorialist is, however, 
blame for having so conducted his duties 
to encounter this extraordinary mis- 
venture and narrowly escape an untimely 
isfortune, as well as for his want of pre- 
ution whereby public papers were lost. 
is, therefore, his duty to solicit an Im- 
rial decree committing him to the Board 
rthe infliction of a penalty.—Rescript : 
1%¢ Wu Yén-chieh, as a special act of grace, 
committed to the Board for an investi- 
tion of the facts, and the determination 
fa slight punishment] instead of the 
nalty applied for. 
June 15th.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
e receipt of a joint report from the Grand 
cretariat and the Board of Punishments, 
10 were commissioned to investigate 
rtain charges brought by the Censor Wang 
sin against Chu Yung-kéng, a district 
agistrate, whom he accused of partiality 
the treatment of the murderers of Kao 
én-pao, a wei-yuan in Shangtung. The 
sult of the enquiry shows that Yung 
éng-shén, while acting in the capacity of 
strict Magistrate, had on repeated occa- 
ms compelled tradesmen and others to 
adhim money. Again, when the wei-yuan 
a0 Wén-pao came to convey a prisoner 
tay and the Magistrate’s nephew suggested 
at they should kill Kao Wén-pao and 
nd in a false report that he was mad and 
d died by his own hand, he at once con- 
ated to the proposal and did not hinder 
8 nephew from the commission of the 
ime. He further made a secret bargain 
th one of his secretaries, under which he 
\dertook to give certain monies received 
contributions to one Li Shu-shu, a wei- 
‘an. The commission of enquiry find, 
erefore, that he was not only cognisant of 
e intention to commit the crime referred 
by the Censor, but that after its com- 
ission he allowed all the criminals who 
ayed an important part in the murder to 
cape, and his first idea was to evade the 
nalty to which he was liable in con- 
quence of the misdoing of his nephew, 
tom the murdered wei-yuan had been 
at to convey to the prefectural court for 
ial, Tt is therefore suggested that his 
malty be changed to execution after the 
ual term of incarceration, in consideration 
the base motives by which he was 
tuated. After careful reference to the 
se of Li Yii-ch’ang, quoted as a precedent 
tthe Censor, We find that though the cir- 
unstances of the present case are different, 
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they are undoubtedly more grave, and, as 
as a matter of fact, the conditions are more 
serious than the law provides for. Let the 
penalty of Chu Yung-k’éng be changed to 
decapitation after the usual term of incar- 
ceration, and let it be carried into effect 
after the autumn revision of the present 
year. As the sentence of banishment sug- 
gested by the special Commissioner Kuang 
Shou and his colleagues is in accordance 
with the law that governs such cases, the 
[fact of the punishment suggested being 
inadequate need not be considered.] A 
decree has already been issued ordering 
that the assistant Magistrate Kao Wen-pao 
shall have the highest marks of Imperial 
compassion bestowed upon him. As a fur- 
ther act of special grace, We command that 
he shall receive the marks of compassion to 
which an officer of the 4th grade is entitled. 


(2) The Court of Censors report the 
following appeal case from the province of 
Chihli:—A woman called Liu complains 
that certain members of an affiliated society 
were quarelling over the division of some 
grain and were rebuked for doing so by 
her husband, which so incensed them that 
an armed party headed by one Li Shu- 
shéng attacked him and beat him, and, 
finally, stabbed him to death. Her father- 
in-law reported the outrage to the Magis- 
trate, who gave orders for the arrest of 
the guilty parties after he had held an 
inquest, but they got wind of the matter 
and decamped. Her father-in-law subse- 
quently died, and there being then no one 
left to press the case, the murderers came 
stealthily back and bribed the police to let 
them alone. Her uncle was then bribed 
into drawing up a bond under which he 
sold her husband’s life to his murderers 


(BD). and false witnesses were pro- 


duced whose veracity was guaranteed ; and 
when she afterwards complained at the 
magistracy the clerks were paid to declare 
she was mad, and prevent her agent from 
writing out a petition for her.—Referred 
in the usual manner. ; 

June 16th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with memorials in an- 
swer to the decree of the 7th of May with 
reference to-Wu K’o-tu’s suicide and his 
suggestions with regard to the dynastic 
succession. The question was referred for 
the joint consideration of the Princes and 
high Ministers in the capital. After a 
meeting of all their number had been 
held, the question was discussed, and 
the views of the majority embodied in 
a memorial headed by the Prince of Li, 
chief of the eight princely families to whom 
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the right of perpetual inheritance is secured. 
The views set forth in this memorial not 
meeting with the approval of all the 
members of the Congress, several of the 
dissentients have refused to append their 
names to it, and have memorialised on 
their own account. Space will not allow 
of a lengthy summary of all these memo- 
rials, each of which is more or less typical 
of the other. General opinion points to 
those of Chang Chih-tung, Tutor of the 
Imperial Academy, and Pao T’ing, Reader 
of the Han-lin College, as the most 
able ; and the reader is referred to the 
memorial of the former, a translation of 
which appears in the summary for the 17th 
June, given below. 

June 17th.—(1) Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung, Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
holding brevet rank as Reader of the Han- 
lin College. On the 17th May he had the 
honor to receive a decree from Their 
Majesties the Empresses to the effect that 
Wu K’o-tu, second Secretary of the Board 
of Civil Office, had left behind him a secret 
memorial praying that the dynastic succes- 
sion might be settled beforehand. That 
this intention was conveyed in a decree 
earlier promulgated, and that the various 
high officers of State were commanded duly 
to deliberate on the question and report 
thereon. The memorialist humbly ven- 
tures to consider that the appointment of 
an heir to continue the succession to the 
Emperor T’ung Chih is, in effect, to secure 
the dynastic succession, and that this fol- 
lows on (or proceeds from) the [expressed] 
intentions of Their Majesties the Empresses, 
and is in accordance with the views of the 
officials and people of this Empire, as 
well as in conformity with the earnest 
desire of His Majesty the Emperor. It 
is, moreover, a determination that can 
never be effaced in the process of ages, and 
the injunction is one that will assuredly be 
followed. Memorialist, while he respects 
the complete loyalty and thorough adher- 
ence to principle displayed by Wu K’o-tu, 
thinks nevertheless that he has manifested 
an excess of anxiety on a matter about 
which there was no necessity to be anxious, 
and yet has paid no particular attention to 
points which certainly deserved it. Memo- 
rialist would reverently observe, with 
reference to the expression Chi-ssi, ‘to 
maintain a succession,” that on the 12th 
of January, 1875, the 11th of February, 
1876, and the 8th of April of the present 
year, the decrees of Their Majesties were 
as clear as the sun or the stars, [so clear 
that] in time to come, whenever the sons 
and grandsons of the Ruler of men make 
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use of the words Chi-sst%, they will indi 
the continuation of the great heredit 
succession. The same rule applies 
the Son of Heaven as to the nobili 
for the Ruler of men makes the ki 
dom the fundamental basis of [his actioi 
and the nobility cannot make an ances! 
of the Son of Heaven.* The Ances 
temple of a princely family cannot 
placed in a private house. If, th 
the inheritance be not [actually] s 
ceeded to, how can there be posteri 
In the days of the three dynasties (H 
Shang and Chow), the Ching and Ta; 
or high officers of State [were heredit 
nobility], but from the times of the 

and Wei until the present dynasty, in 

case of successors, whether to nobility 
to State functions, it has only been [ne 
sary] to declare so and so to be such, 

he succeeds to the title of nobility or 

hereditary office of his predecessor. So 
may be seen] that there is not the sligh 
difference between Cni-sst and Chi-t’u 
and a careful inspection of the host 
classical works and many histories has 

brought to light] a different renderi 
to the one now given.] The discri 
nation between the words Chi-t’ung 

Chi-ssit is attributable to the distort 
reckless, and misleading dicta of Ch 
Ts’ung and Kwei Ngo of the Mi 
dynasty, which were long ago refu 
by the Emperor Ch’ien Lung in the w 


entitled Yi Li Yi Su (fae FER 


The decrees of Their Majesties having n 
repeatedly enunciated [the principle that 
to be followed], why then look elsewh 
than to the ‘‘ precious talisman in 
golden casket”?+ But should fooli 
ignorant, and petty-minded persons co 
forward, mere players upon words and 
setters of settled conclusions, it will be 
the power of all high officers at Court vy 
have received an education and can re 
to combat them with ‘‘the tablets 
which the decree is inscribed.” This is 
first reason why memorialist says there 


* [Note.—{1) No one but an Emperor can worshi) a 
Emperor as his ancestor. The son of an Emperor is 


‘ Chin Wang or Prince of the blood, avd his posterit 


cannot, as far as ceremonial is concerned, carry thei 
ancestry back to the Emperor his father.] 

(2) The ancestral temple is always placed in th 
household of the individual who succeeds to the title. 


¢ (3) Kao Ti, the first Emperor of the Han, when con 
ferring patents of nobility, was in the habit of breakin, 
or cutting the bamboo slip, or piece of jade, which was thx 
symbol of the order, into two pieces, one of which wa: 
given to the recipient of the honor and the other lockex 
up by the Emperor in a golden casket, (See P’ei We: 


[se-) 


Yun Fu, under the character 
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no necessity for troubling about the mat- 


ier. In former dynasties, when the rulers 
of mem gave and received the Imperial 
sway, the troubles and changes that 
this gave rise to were verily many in 
number, and [an answer will be found 
in history to] two questions raised by 
the Secretary. T'ai Tsung of the Sung 
disregarded his brother’s injunctions to 
bequeath the Empire to his son, and 
caused his nephew’s death; Té Chao. 
Prince of Yi, was not the son of T’ai Tsung. 
Ching Ti of the Ming, disregarded the in- 
junctions of Ying Tsung and deposed his 
nephew in favour of his son ; Chien Shén, 
the Prince Imperial, was not the son of 
Ching Ti. If, then, the Emperor makes 
his son the heir of Mu Tsung (T’ung Chih) 
in name, he will be the bodily successor to 
the Emperor, but in reality he will still be 
the son of the present Emperor. Where 
is the blemish in the case that causes mis- 
trust? Why should His Majesty grudge 
[the Empire to his son]? 

The memorialist then goes on to say that 
the fact of the Emperor having been 
specially selected out of the direct line for 
the bestowal of the Empire, is a sufficient 
guarantee that he will not show his in- 
gratitude either to Their Majesties for the 
honor that has been done him, or to the 
late Emperor whom he has been appointed 
to succeed. He predicts that His Majesty 
will display the four cardinal virtues of 
filial piety, brotherly love, friendship and 
self-sacrifice, and this is his second reason 
for denying all cause for anxiety. It is of 
course impossible to predict that bad 
advisers, such as Wu K’o-tu refers to, will 
not arise. A few years since, Kuang An 
suggested that a tieh ch’iian record of the 
method of succession should be engraved 
on iron, and he surely is not a solitary 
example of loyalty and straightforwardness ? 
Wu K’o-tu paid a tribute of respect to the 
Prince of Shun. Surely he will be ready to 
come forward if improper suggestions should 
at any time be made. This is the third ground 
of security. To come to the matters on 
which great thought might justly have been 
bestowed, memorialist considers that the 
foremost of these is the conclusion come to 
by Wu K’o-tu that the first son born to the 
Emperor will succeed the late Emperor as 
his heir and succeed his father as Emperor, 
in which conclusion he ignored the tradi- 
tional customs of the Imperial House. The 
second consideration that Wu K’o-tu has 
overlooked is the possibility of the nomina- 
tion of an heir to the Throne causing 
trouble and dissension, as history has shown 
that it can do. Lastly, he seems to 
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forget that the Emperor may have many 
sons born to him, and it would be prema- 
ture in view of this fact to nominate any 
particular one beforehand as heir to the 
Throne. Being now called upon to deli- 
berate on this question, memorialist ven- 
tures to say that the words Chi-shih-tzi-yi 
* convey this intention” employed in Their 
Majesties’ decree are concise and at the 
same time clear. They are, however, cap- 
able of two interpretations. They may be 
iven a shallow meaning or a deep one. 
It would be tedious to follow the memori- 
alist through the complicated and apparently 
meaningless quotations in which he clothes 
his ideas. The pith of the whole memorial 
is to be found in a single sentence suggest- 
ing that all difticulties will be avoided if 
the Empresses’ decree be read to mean that 
the successor to the Throne, whichever of 
the sons of the present Emperor he may be, 
shall also succeed as heir to the Emperor 
T’ung Chih. He then goes on in a wordy 
and elaborate essay, to show five distinct 
advantages that are to be gained by the 
adoption of this rendering of Their Majesties’ 
decree. } 


June 18th.—(Court Circular.) The Prince 
of Tun returns thanks for the bestowal of 


a piece of grass cloth (pb FH). 
(1) Hsii Yung-yi aa fii t& is appointed 


Director of the Grand Court of Revision, 
and Ch’ung Fu Baad 1 is ordered to replace 
Ying K’uei as second in command at Jeh-ho. 


(2) Wéng T’ung-ho Ry Wel is trans- 
ferred to the Presidentship of the Board 
of Works, his place at the Board of 
Punishments being taken by P’an Tsu-yin 
Pm. 

(3) Memorial from Hsiang Héng, Super- 
intendent of Customs at Shan-hai Kuan, 
reporting the seizure of two small lots of 
ginseng weighing eleven taels and thirty- 
six taels respectively, which were being 
smuggled across the frontier by Yii Chung- 
fu, a native of the Ch’ung-yi district of the 
Lai-chow prefecture in Shantung, and 
Kéng Yii-shan, a native of the Yao-yang 
district of Shén-chow in Chihli. On being 
interrogated, Yii Chung-fu made the follow- 
ing statement :—‘‘I am a native of the 
Ch’ang-yi district in the Lai-chow prefec- 
ture in Shantung, and am thirty-nine years 
of age. My father is dead, but I havea 
mother at home. I have been employed in 
a drug shop in the town of Yang-chia- 
ch’éng-tzti in the Féng-t’ien province. My 
mother fell ill and wrote to me telling me 
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to buy some ginseng and mix it with medi- 
cine to cure her ailment, and I accordingly 
purchased this ginseng [now produced] from 
the shop in which I serve, and was taking it 
home. To my surprise, when I came to the 
barrier it was found by the officer on duty 
who said that ginseng was a contraband 
article, and arrested me and sent me for 
trial. My statement is true.” The state- 
ment made by Kéng Yii-shan was much to 
the same effect. The memorialist then 

‘oes on to say that a rule formerly existed 

hat in the event of a seizure of more than 
ten taels of ginseng the person fraudulently 
attempting to smuggle the same should be 
sent to the Board of Punishments for trial, 


four-fifths of the ginseng seized being con- - 


fiscated for the public service, and one- 
fifth given to the underlings who made the 
seizure. This rule was subsequently modi- 
fied to the extent that if the person smug- 
gling was ascertained to have acted from 
ignorance and not to be an _ habitual 
offender, the case was to be dealt with 


summarily, provided the amount of the . 


seizure did not exceed a hundred taels in 
weight. As it is out of the question to 
give credence to the unsupported state- 
ments of the present offenders, the memo- 
rialist proposes to send them on to the 
Governor at Séng-ching to be confronted 
with the shopkeepers to whom they refer, 
that their depositions may be verified or’ 
the reverse, action being taken on the 
result of the enquiry. 

June 19th.—(1) A decree acknowledgin 
the receipt of a report from Chih Ho an 
Ngén Fu, the two high officers that were 
sent to Kirin to investigate a case in which 
sentence was passed by Ch’ung Ch’i, the 
Governor, upon Wo Hasing-ngo, an officer 
of the Guards, who appealed to the Cen- 
sorate and gave a different story to that of 
the Governor. The Commissioners find 
that the Secretary deputed by Ch’ung Ch’i 
to hold the investigation did not, as alleged, 
have recourse to illegal modes of torture, 
and that the death of Ch’i Kwang-chén did 
not take place until twelve days after his 
examination under torture, and not in the 

resence of the Court. The fact having 

en established by various witnesses and 
the clearest evidence that Ch’i Kwang- 
chén had placed stolen property in the 
house of certain persons whom the woman 
Ch'i had declared in error to have been 
guilty of robbery, and Wo MHsing-ngo 
being unable to refute this evidence, he 
made false statements, implicated other 

ple, and lied in numerous directions. 

e is sentenced to dismissal from his posi- 
tion in the guards and to banishment into 


Google 


servitude on the military postal roada 
Sentences of leas severity are inflicted a 
other minor officials who shared his guilt. 
(2) A decree acknowledging a report fron 
the of Revenue on the Szechuan sat 
trade, which they had been called upon t 
make in consequence of a discrepancy be 
tween the statements of Ngén Ch’éng wh 
was commissioned toenquire into the matter 
and that of Ting Pao-chéng, the Governor 
General ; the former having stated that th 
system of Government transport and privat 
sale reduced profits and increased abi 
The Board of Revenue state that since t 
introduction of the system of Governm 
transport, the Governor-General has 
peatedly memorialised that not only hav( 
the whole of the regular licenses been dis 
posed of, but also as many as ten thousan 
and more of the licenses for which no sal 
could before be found, the taxation un 
various headings on these sales amounti 
to a million taels, which is proof pesiti 
that the establishment is beneficial to the 
revenue. The salt trade in Szechuan 
Kweichow has long been in abeyance, 
the trade of Szechuan has now been reviv 
with such success that it would be impoliti 
to introduce any sudden change. 
change introduced of levying lekin 
yore or parcels [instead of permits 
oes not affect the consumption, 
again, although the salt in that province i 
distributed by the Government, its sale i 
in the hands of merchants, and as 
Governor-General states in his memori 
that the Szechuan salt trade is in a flouri 


ing condition, and that the number y 







licensed traders has increased, it nai 
follows that they cannot be very badl 
treated. With regard to the Governor 
General’s statement that in addition t 
what is retained for local expenditure, the 
additional profits on frontier salt will still 
leave a balance to meet calls in other 
directions, if only the Tls. 250,000 required 
to take the place of receipts from sale of 
rank and titles be taken into consideration 
it will be seen that the surplus cannot resch 
Tis. 80,000 or 90,000. The Board there 
fore pray that the Governor-General my 
be directed to continue the present system. 
This is sanctioned, and Ting Pao-chéng is 
enjoined with much emphasis to give the 
whole matter his careful attention in sudl 
wise that, while the revenue increases, du 
regard is paid to the interests of the mer 
chants and the comfort of the people. He 
is warned also that any irregularity will be 
visited with severe reprisals. 

(3) The following appointments are g* 
zetted :—Literary Chancellor of Shun-t'ics, 
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sil Uhih-hsiang psd RF. Governor of 
unan, Li Ming-ch’ih 455A HB. Gover- 


mw of Fuhkien, Lo Fang-ch’i 3] iF 


1ao Héng-yii, late Governor of Hunan, is 
pointed senior Vice-President of the 
oard of Ceremonies, and is to come to 
eking on the arrival of his successor. 
June 20th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
nor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of rain in 
1@ Capital of two inches and upwards of 
turation. 

(1) Prayers for rain will be held in the 
‘ate Temples on the 25th instant, in which 
is Majesty will personally take part. 

(2) T’an Chiin-p’ei Few batt is ap- 


sinted Financial Commissioner of Kiang- 


, and Sun Ch’iao-taé RM Judge 
‘Hunan. 

(3) The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu- 
ed with a memorial from Ngén Ch’éng 
ud T’ung Hua, the Imperial Commissioners 
| 8zechuen, reporting the result of their 
westigations into the conditions of -the 
lt trade in that province and severely 
‘iticising the report on the same subject 
tat had been presented by the Governor- 
eneral Ting Pao-chéng. They first sum- 
arise this memorial and its appendices, in 
hich the following statements are made :— 
.loan of Tls. 580,000 was raised as a capi- 
lon which to commence operations, and 
ie tax receipts for the year 1878 are 
ated to amount to Tls. 950,000 or there- 
bouts, which sum has been realised 
ithout a fraction of extra taxation, so 
1at the system is one that the mercantile 
lasses gladly pursue, while the price 
sid by consumers is reduced from a 
undred and several scores of cash to 
wwenty or eighty cash. The Governor- 
reueral undertakes to send Tis. 180,000 
» the Board of Revenue annually and 
» supplement it by a contribution of 
1s. 6,000 towards defraying expenses in- 
arred by the Board on public account. 
he Governor-General further undertakes 
) set aside Tls. 65,000 from the same 
ind to take the place of the amount 
itherto realised by sale of office. He has 
ow ordered ten boats to be built, and has 


dlisted a number of sailors to form a- 


teventive service, the expenses for which, 
3 well as for the staff of officials employed, 
® proposes to defray out of the ‘‘ balance 
1 favour of the scale.” The memorialists 
ased their enquiries on the statements 
ummarised above, and availed themselves 
f the replies of the Taotai T’ang Ch’iung, 
he head of the Department, both to 
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resent queries and to others instituted 
In the early part of the year. They 
were also furnished with the result of 
extensive enquiries set on foot at their 
orders by the provincial executive, their 
object being to base their opinion upon 
actual fact. They find, in the first place, 
that the amount of capital which the 
Governor-General declares he has borrowed 
does not agree with the amount entered 
in the books of the Salt Office, while the 
receipts shown by him are inclusive of the 
whole of the taxation, regular as well as 
lekin, throughout the province and are not 
in accordance with the returns furnished by 
Tang Ch’iung. An item headed mis- 
cellaneous receipts, which re-appears as 
office expenditure, is also not accounted 
for in the memorial. After pointing out a 
number of other minor discrepancies be- 
tween the Governor-General’s statement 
and the figures as shown in the books, the 
memorialists go on to state that the Gov- 
ernor-General declares the amount of 
borrowed capital to be Tls. 580,000, while 
the books of the Salt Office, as well ag 
the evidence of members of the provincial 
Government, show that Tls. 736,654 of 
Imperial funds were borrowed, of which 
Tis. 37,000 were refunded, leaving a balance 
of Tis. 519,654 due to the provincial 
treasury, exclusive of a debt to Shantun 
of Tls. 80,000, making a total loan o 
Tis. 736,000 instead of Tis. 580,000 as 
stated by the Governor-General. Again, 
the Governor-General puts down his re- 
ceipts from different taxes collected at 
three different stations at Tls. 203,000, 
Tls. 84,000 and Tis. 130,000 respectively, 
while enquiry shows conclusively thatthere- 
ceipts of the Salt Office for the year 1878 wero 
Tis. 649,917, and that the last item quoted 
by the Governor-General was drawn from a 
collectorate with which the Salt Office have 
nothing to do. The total of the whole 
receipts from regular and lekin taxes in 
Szechuen is put down at Tis. 1,500,000 
odd. The present system of salt sales has 
been in force for a year and three months 
and-a-half, and a comparison between the 
returns of the number of licenses sold and 
the sum realised [according to the Governor- 
General’s statement] shows an excess in 
receipts of over Tis. 500,000, and even if 
allowance be made for the three months 
and-a-half, the balance would still be ex- 
cessive. In the year 1851 the weight of 
each pao or package of salt was fixed at 200 
catties, and each yin, or license, represented 
50 packages of a gross weight of 10,000 
catties. In 1851 the lekin was fixed at 
Tis. 8, but in the reign of T’ung Chih it 


has no portion of the’money borrowed from| 


was raised, and the salt boilers then raised 
the weight of each yin to 17,000 catties. 
The fraud was discovered by Lo Ping-chang 
and Ch’ung Shih, both former Governors- 
General of the province, who let the salt 
boilers raise the weight of their yin, but 
frustrated them by first charging the usual 
Tis. 8 per yin [of 1,000 pioalsl and then 
charging a second lekin of Tls. 17 on the 
whole yin of 17,000 piculs, making the 
total Tis. 25. This had two results. The 
dealers, by increasing the weight of their 
yin, reduced the number of licences for 
which taxes had to be paid, while the 
extra lekin was an aid to the exigencies 
of calls for expenditure. These Governors- 
General, it will be seen, fully recognised the 
indispensability of lekin and levied it in 
such a way as to be palateable to the 
merchants. The present Governor-General 
has put a stop to the surplus weight 
fraud, and reduced the package to 
its original weight of 200 catties, and 
the yin to 10,000 catties. In common 
justice, as the yin has been reduced to its 
original weight, the lekin ought also to be 
reduced to the original Tls. 8, but as this 
would cause a deficit in the Treasury, the 
Governor-General has only reduced the 
lekin to Tls. 18, which in reality amounts to 
more than half as much again as it used 
to be, when the reduction in weight is 
taken into consideration, which is mani- 
festly a hardship upon the people. Refer- 
ring to the item of Hu-pén, or reserve 
fund, which the Governor-General puts 
down at Tls. 23,000, the memorialists find 
that it stands at Tls. 35,000 in the books 
of the Salt Office. Be that as it may, the 
item is a new one, and did not exist under 
the old régime, and the extra taxation 
required to meet this item is not only 
oppressive to the trader, but is levied in 
such a manner as to seriously affect the 
Kweichow trade. 

It would be tedious to follow the 
memorialists through their exposure of 
the falsity of each item of the accounts 
rendered by the Governor. or their cri- 
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ticism of the details of his system, the- 


general outline of which may be seen from 
the summary given above. They prove 
that the expenses of the preventive service 
are enormously in excess of the figures 
given, amounting in all to Tls. 860,000, 
exclusive of the cost of the cruisers and 
wages of sailors, and show that the excess 
of receipts under the new system over the 
old does not amount to much more than 
eighty or ninety thousand taels, which are 
obtained by increased taxation in the 
shape of miscellaneous charges. Not only 
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the provincial treasury been repaid, but all 
the extra taxation is not sufficient to mesti 
the present working expenses, and the do« 
ficit is artfully made good from regu 
taxes. By a decree earlier issued, the 

port was referred to the Board of Revenue 
for consideration. The result of their de4 
liberations is embodied in a decree of the 
19th of June. 

June 21st.—No documents of importance4 

June 22nd.—(1) The Court of Cenzo 
report the receipt of the following ap 
from Kuo Ch’éng-chih, the representati 
of a number of persons of the same c 
residing in the prefecture of Ts’ao-chow im 
Shantung, who complain that Kuo Ssi-+ 
ming, a member of their clan, was murdered) 
by an armed band of robbers headed by) 
one Wang Huo, who had been the terror 
of their neighbourhood for four years and 
had been guilty of numerous acts of pillage 
and robbery. The gang had purchased the} 
protection of the underlings of the local 
authority, and all efforts to bring them to’ 
justice had proved unavailing in con- 
sequence.—Referred in the usual manner. 

2) With the exception of two postscript 
memorials from Ngén Chéng and Tung 
Hua, supplementing their report on the 
salt trade of Szechuen that appeared in thé 
Gazette of 20th June, and of little material 
interest, the remainder of this day’s issue 
is occupied with matters of ordinary official 
routine. 

June 23rd.—{1) A decree in answer tos 
representation from the Censor Téng Ch’ing- 
lin to the effect that the regulations lately 
drawn up by the Grand Chamberlain for 
the maintenance of proper order and de 
corum in the Imperial precincts have been 
set at nought by the Secretaries and 
soldiers at the gates of the Forbidden City, 
who are lapsing into the most lax and 
dilatory habits. He states that the guard 
houses at the Wu-mén and Tuan-mén are 
empty, and that there are very few soldiers 
on duty. Also that all sorts of people pass 
through the stone and wooden railings on 
either side of the Ta-ch’ing gate. This is 
a most unconstitutional proteeding, and 
the high officers in whose charge thesd 
matters are, with the Princes and Ministers 
who enter the Palace for their turn of duty, 
are commanded strictly to prohibit w- 
authorised persons from making a thorough 
fare of the space in question. Any furthet 
laxity or dilatoriness on the part of the 
Secretaries and soldiers will be visited with 
condign punishment. 

(2) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’ian, 
Governor of Shansi, reporting on the 
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ainfall and price of grain in his province 
turing the month of May. Rain fell to a 
‘arying depth of from one to five inches of 
aturation in thirty-seven sub-prefectures, 
lepartments and districts, and in P’u-chuw 
‘a, Tsé-chow Fu, Chieh-chow and Chiang- 
thow the second crop of wheat was daily 
howing signs of improvement. There 
vere still slight indications of drought in 
Pai-yuen Fu, Pingyeng Ye, Fén-chow 
fu, Lu-an Fu, Ta-t’ung Fu, Ning-wu Fu, 
wd Su-p’ing Fu, as well as in the eight 
tab-prefectures of P’ing-ting, Liao, Ch'in, 
Hsi, Hsin, Ho, and Pao-té, and of these 
Pao-t8 had not yet been visited with 
saturating rain. The memorialist is now 
mgaging in prayers for rain, in the earnest 
ope that by a continuation of what has 
ilready fallen, a wheat harvest may be 
wecured. The price of grain at T’ai-yuan 
und four other prefectures, with the six 
yab-prefectures of Liao, Ch’in, Hsi, Chieh, 
Chiang and Chien, has slightly fallen, while 
there has been a fluctuation at P’ing-yang, 
Lu-an and Fén-chow. At other places the 
rates are the same as during the past 
month. 

June 24th.—(1) The Court of Censors 
report the receipt of a petition from a 
number of farmers in the Jén-ch’iw district 
in Chihli, presented by one Ho T’ing-yi, 
who stated that the district having suffered 
from floods for several years in succession, 
the Governor-General obtained His Majes- 
ty’s sanction to the remission of all taxes 
in that district for the first period of that 
year, while permission was accorded for 
delay in the payment of taxes during the 
present year in proportion to the amount 
of suffering in the respective localities. The 
poor people were extremely grateful for 
this concession, but in spite of the bene- 
volence of His Majesty having been made 
known by means of yellow paper notices on 
which the decree was copied, the Magistrate 
ignored the remission granted and dared to 
issue proclamations ordering the fullamount 
of taxes to be paid as heretofore. Again, last 
year, when the drought occurred, a decree 
was issued ordering money to be distributed 
for the repair of wells, and the whole of the 
grant was appropriated by the clerks and 
underlings, the people not getting a fraction. 
In the month of April last the Magistrate 
verbally warned the heads of public gran- 
aries, village municipalities and tithings that 
the whole amount of taxes due by them, 
irrespective of the extent to which their 
land had suffered, would have to be made 
up in ten days, under pain of a fine of 
double the amount, as in ordinary cases of 
tefusal, The rate of exchange was fixed 
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‘Military-Governor of Kirin. 


at 5,312 cash, while the present rate is 
only 2,850, so that although double duties 
were not levied it amounted to very nearly 
the same thing. Driven to extreme 


measures by this injustice, they had ap- 
pealed to Peking.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 


(2) A stereotyped memorial from a Censor 
advocating prison and judicial reform which, 
he says, is the first thing to be attended to 
when a drought occurs, as it is one of the 
first causes that provokes the anger of 
Heaven. He would have official under- 
lings severely punished when found guilty 
of mulcting witnesses and imprisoning 
complainants, and prays that the metro- 
politan executive may be directed to clear 
off all judicial arrears. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Ming An, 
There has 
never been a wall round the town of Kirin. 
On the East, West, and North sides an old 
earthen wall exists which has been made 
use of as a defence work, and the southern 
side faces the river. During the rains of 
summer and autumn the waters rise so 
high as to flood the country to a width of 
3 or 4 li, which renders the river unpass- 
able except by boats, but at the same time 
it secures protection fora dangerous ap- 
proach. In winter and spring, however, 
when the river is frozen it beeomes a 
smooth and long road for carts, horses 
and toboggins, which come and go with- 
out let or hindrance. When memorialist: 
arrived at his post in the summer of the 
year before last, the attitude of the 
rebels in the neighbourhood was most 
threatening, and they were constantly 
making reconnoitres of the provincial city. 
During the winter soldiers wera encamped 
in tents on the southern bank of the river 
to guard against surprise, and now, for- 
tunately, that the country is more quiet. 
since the rebels have been put down, it 
becomes a matter of immediate necessity to 
take precautions against any misfortune that: 
may arise from the unprotected condition 
of the town. Memorialist last autumn went. 
to the summit of the Lung-t’ai Hill to the 
south-east of the city and surveyed the place 
from thence, taking in its conditions and 
situation, which he came to the conclusion 
were such that the only complete mode of 
defence was the construction of a redoubt. 
on the southern bank of the river in which 
a garrison should be stationed and the 
men drilled during their intervals of leisure 
upon the sandy flat on which it stood. 
The work was commenced last autumn, 
and consisted of various buildings, such as 
drill sheds, barracks, etc. ; an earthen wall 





has been built round them over 1,100 feet 
in circumference, and forts erected at the 
four corners. The cost of the whole under- 
taking, which is on the verge of completion, 
will be upwards of two thousand taels, and 
as the Imperial funds are not in a position 
to stand this drain, the money will be 
raised in other ways. 

‘ June 25th.—(1) Memorial from the Prince 
of Kung and other members of the Grand 
Council. In the 20th year of Chia Ch’ing 
(1816) an Imperial decree was issued order- 
ing that the ‘‘ Veritable Record” and Yt 
Tieh (Imperial Register) stored in the 
Ch’ien Ch’ing Kung, should be dusted and 
aired every other year, and that on each 
occasion the Grand Council should depute 
Manchu and Chinese officers of high civil 
rank, two of each, to go during the 4th 
moon with the officers on duty, the 
Superintendent of the Hall in question, 
and the eunuchs, and reverently dust and 
air the books. The year 1877 was the 


last occasion on which application was made - 


to His Majesty for permission to appoint 
officers for this duty, and the time for its 
repetition having now come round, the 
memorialists beg respectfully to submit a 
list of Manchu and Chinese high officers, 
with the omission of those who are engaged 


on other duties. The names of Kuang 
Show, Ch’ung Ch’i, Hatin and Chu 
Chih were encircled with the vermilion 


pencil. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the arrival of the entire fleet of grain junks 
from Kiang-péh, consisting of ten detach- 
ments numbering 532 vessels in all, within 
his jurisdiction. He had given strict orders 
that they should be met and sent on with 
all despatch, and he now hears from 
the Intendant of the Grand Canal that 
the last of them entered the Shantung 
limits on the llth May, reached Yii-t’at 
Hsien week later, and passed through the 
Tien-ching sluice at Chi-ning-chow on 
the 24th of the same month. While con- 
gratulating himself on the satisfactory 
progress that has been made, the memori- 
alist would observe that it still wants some 
time to the period of ‘‘ summer heat,” and 
the head of water in the Yellow River is 
very weak. He hears that the eastern flow 
at Shih-chia-ch’iao is strong, but that the 
western flow is very weak, and as the 
grain junks must ascend by the western 
stream on arrival at Pa-li-miao, he 
fears they will be stopped by the shallow- 
ness of the Yellow Diver and have some 
difficulty in reaching the entrance of the 
northern branch of the Canal. He has 
sent an officer to inspect the condition of 
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things and to adopt some means for leading! 
[the water into the shallow parts ;] and, for 
tunately, rain has fallen at the provincial 
capital, while he hears that the fall has 
extended over a wide area, so that possibly: 
the recent rise in the waters may addi 
soticotly to the depth to enable boate to 


proc . 4 
June 26th.—_({1) A memorial from pri 
Tsung-t’ang, Imperial Commissioner 

Administrator in Ohief in Turkestan 
ete., etc., reporting the trial of the sons 
and grandsons of certain rebels, and the 
sentence passed in accordance with the 
law ; and requesting that the Board mayi 
be directed to revise the proceedings andi 
signify their decision that the law shall 
take its course. He states that a report 
has been received from Liu Ohin-t’ang, 
Director of the Court of Transmission, t¢ 
the effect that when, in the winter of 1877, 
order was restored in Turkestan, there 


three other sons of the Andijani re’ 
Yakoob Beg, now dead ; also, Aisan Ahung 
and another grandson, as well as two vice 
daughters and four wives of the same rebel, 
all of whom were handed over to trusty 
officers to be kept in custody. Tho four 
women, it appeared on exammation, werd 
Ohinese Milienmodens who had only sub- 
mitted themselves to Yakoob Beg under 
compulsion. Under these circumstances 
they were entitled to be treated wi 
clemency, and ingly their frie 
were directed to take them away und 
bond and find them husbands. Yin Shan; 
Kuli’s son, aged three, was attacked with 
whooping cough and died in prison on th 
26th of April, 1878, medical treatmen 
having been of no avail. As to Ying S 
Kuli himself, his arrogant bearing hb 
seldom been equalled. After Undergoind 
an examination at the hands of Liu Chin 
t’ang in person, who was satisfied t 
his guilt had been established beyond 
doubt, he was put to death on the publid 
execution ground on the 3rd of June, 1878, 
his identity having previously been duly 
recognised. The two grand-daughters, child: 
ren in arms, fell ill during the summer an 
died, the one on the 25th June, 1878, the 
other on the 2nd July following. An officer, 
as the regulations require, was deputed 
hold an inquest and attend to their burial. 
Not counting the one put to death and 
the two who died, there then remained of 
Yakoob Beg’s children his fourth son Maiti 
Kuli, aged 14; his eighth son Yima Kuii, 
aged 10; his ninth son K’ati Kuli, aged 6; 
and Yakoob Beg’s grandson, the son o 
Beg Kuli, Aisan Ahung, aged 5; who wi 
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put in charge of a Pu Yiin, a degraded 
tain of the Wén Haien battalion, and 
a Yuan-chiian and five other soldiers of 
» Kashgar ison to be conveyed with- 
the frontier there to await sentence. 
eir arrival in Kausu on the 19th February 
ving: been reported, they were sent on, 
er examination, to the Judicial Oom- 
ssioner at Lan-chow Fu to be tried 
i dealt with according to law. In 
iree of time, Shih Nien-tsu, the Judi- 
| Commissioner, reported that these 
rel children and grand-children, who 
ad been committed to the prison of 
> Kao-lan Magistrate, were brought be- 
‘e him and put upon their trial. Maiti 
uli stated that he was fourteen years of 
3, and the fourth son ef Yakoob Beg; 
ma Kuli stated that he was ten, and the 
hth son of Yakoob Beg; K’ati Kuli 
ited that he was six, and the ninth son 
Yakoob Beg:; Aisan Ahung stated that 
was five, and the son of Beg Kuli. In 
oly to the most searching interrogation 
specting the treasonable designs of Ya- 
ob Beg and the others, they all 
\intained that they knew nothing about 
8 matter. Yakoob Beg, it would be 


membered, was a Kokandi rebel pore 


10, in 1864, together with the rebe. 
wer Beg Kuli, leagued himself with 
e Mahommedan rebels Chin Hsiang-yin 
d his son, and, after crossing the moun- 
ins, seized Kashgar and gradually gained 
ssession of the eight southern cities, as 
las Turfan and Urumtsi, which places 
sre held for over ten years. When, even- 
ally, the Imperial army, making rapid 
ogress, recaptured all the cities, he still 
ntured to offer resistance. Space itself 
n searce contain the detestation of such 
imes. Death in its most cruel form is 
e penalty awarded by the law. In cases 
sedition, where the law condemns the 
ilefactors to death by the slow and pain- 
| process, the children and grand-children, 
it be shown that they were not privy to 
e treasonable designs of their parents, 
all be delivered, no matter whether they 
ve attained full age or not, into the hands 
the Imperial Household to be made 
nuchs of, and shall be forwarded to 
irkestan. and given over as slaves to 
e soldiery. If under the age of ten, 
ey shall be oonfined in prison until 
ey shall have reached the age of eleven, 
tereupon they shall be handed to the 
aperial Household to be dealt with accord- 
gto law. In the present case, Yakooh 
g's sons Maiti Kuli, Yima Kuli, and 
‘atai Kuli; and the rebel chief Beg Kuli’s 
n Aisan Ahung, are all under age, and 
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were not, it has been proved, privy to the 
treasonable designs of their parents. They 
have therefore to be handed to the Imperial 
Household to be dealt with in accordance 
with the law which prescribes that, in cases 
of sedition, the sons and grandsons of male- 
factors condemned to death by the slow 
and painful process, if it be shown that 
they were not privy to the treasonable de- 
aigns of their parents, shall, whether they 
have attained full age or not, be delivered. 
into the hands of the Imperial Household 
to be made eunuchs of and shall be sent to 
Turkestan to be given as slaves to the 
soldiery. But, as these are rebels, from 
Turkestan, it is requested that they may, 
instead, be sent to the Amur region to be 
given as slaves to the soldiery there. 

As Maiti Kuli is-fourteen, it is requested 
that he may be delivered over to the Im- 
perial Household so soon as the reply of 
the Board is received. Yima Kuli is just 
ten, K’ati Kuli and Aisan Ahung are under 
ten; they have therefore to be confined in 
prison until they attain the age of eleven, 
when they will be delivered over to the 
Imperial Household to be dealt with accord- 
ing to law. 

his is the report received from Liu 
Ching-t’ang, and Your Minister having 
found the statements therein contained to 
be correct, has to apply for a decree com- 
manding the Board to revise the proceed- 
ings and signify its decision that the law is 
to be carried out.—Reacript : Let the Board 
of Punishments deliberate and submit a 
report. 

June 27th.—(1) A decree conferring the 
brevet rank of Provincial Judge upon 
Wang Chia-lin, formerly acting Prefect of 
Jui-chow in Kiangsu, now eighty years of 
age, who obtained the degree of provincial 
graduate sixty years ago. He is permitted 
to attend a second time at the Lu Ming 
banquet. 

(2) The Board of Revenue report that 
they have already supplied Tis. 40,000 for 
the purchase of Nan-mu wood and other 
materials for the construction of the new 
shrines for the installation of tablets in the 
T’ai Miao, or Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
The Board of Works now state that the 
total cost will be Tls. 56,000, and the 
Board of Revenue agree to supply the 
balance. They object, however, to making 
any grant for expense of labour, etc. 

(3) Tso Tsung-t’ang reports that a temple 
has been erected in the Chinese quarter of 
the city of Kashgar to the memory of the 
officers and non-commissioned officers who 
fell in battle during the Kashgarian cam- 
paign. He prays that it may be entered on 


the list of those at which periodical sacrifice 
is to be offered by the local authorities. — 
Granted by Rescript. ; 

June 28th.—(1) Hsia Chia-kao (one of 
the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén) is 
appointed Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) The Literary Chancellor of Fuhkien 
reports that his annual tour of examinations 
was completed at the end of March, when 
he returned to Foochow and concluded the 

rovincial examination. Altogether 9,640 
icentiates, 460 senior licentiates and chien- 
sheng, and 39,629 students underwent 
examination. The province of Fuhkien is 
notorious for its corruption in the matter 
of examinations, but by the exercise of 
great strictness there were few who ventured 
to break the law. The poverty in some 
of the remote and outlying districts is so 
great that the lettered classes have not 
the means of study. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéng, Governor-General of Szechuen, re- 
ferring once more to his report on the 
Szechuen salt trade, in the working of 
which he declared reform to be inadvisable. 
In that memorial he referred to the alarm 
and distrust that was created amongst the 
salt merchants by a rumour that the 
system of Government transport was to be 
changed. The Superintendent of the Cen- 
tral Office now reports that the wei-ywans in 
charge of the branch agencies have all sent 
to say that the traders in the frontier areas 
have been pouring in petitions to the 
effect that the Government transport system 
has worked with regularity for the past year 
and more, and they were just anticipating a 
successful issue to themselves, when they 
heard a report that changes were to be 
introduced, in which case they apprehended 
a return of the old grievances, &., &c. 
The memorialist has to observe that since 
the introduction of the Government dis- 
tribution system, the accumulation of 
abuses that formerly existed has been 
entirely cleared away, and the dealers have 
no grievance whatever, while the trade 
is in so flourishing a condition that numbers 
of capitalists have come to the province 
to establish salt firms, and now that 
they hear that changes are to be intro- 
duced, which amount to a return of the 
old hardships and grievances with the 
addition of the impossibility of securing [a 
release] of the capital invested, their 
alarm is perfectly genuine. The amount 
guaranteed by this department to -the 
capital, the expenses of the Intendancies 
and Prefectures in the province, and the 
support of the troops on the frontier, re- 
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present expenditure of an important nat 
amounting to over Tls. 500,000, the 1 
vision of which is a grave responsibil 
upon the provincial Government. 
salt trade is now in a promising conditi¢ 
and the hopes of those engaged in it 
high. If it should be damaged in any 
by the rumour alluded to, both Gove 
ment and private interests will suffer, 
the question then will be on whom 
blame should fall. Memorialist has accc 
ingly issued proclamations reassuring 
people, and has further directed the age 
at the various stations to inform th 
interested of the reasons which rende 
change impossible.—Rescript : Let 
Board of Revenue take note. 

June 29th._{1) Memorial from Li 
chang, Governor-General of Hu-kwa 
applying for a month’s congé for the be 
fit of his health. He suffer from conti 
coughing attacks, accompanied with a see 
tion of phlegm. The unseasonable weatl 
during the early spring of the present y 
brought on one of these attacks, which 
not yield to the remedies applied. & 
rest is broken and his appetite impaired 
the incessant cough, which is aggrava 
by attention to business and continua 
for any length of time in a sitting postut 
He is now nearly sixty years of age, 
his constitution is becoming gradually i 
paired, so that he is not the man he 
and needs absolute rest and nursing to 
the better of his complaint. Under th 
circumstances he prays for the bestowal 
a month’s congé.—Granted by Rescript. 4 

(2) Yao Chin-yuan, acting Finan 
Commissioner of Hupeh, reports the 
sumption of his duties. 

(3) Wén Pin, Director General of 
Grain Transport Service, reports in a pd 
script memorial that on the night of 
23rd May a tornado suddenly arose 
blew with great violence from Wang-yi 
chén near Ch’ing-chiang to the east 
limits of Ch’ing-ho-an, destroying a lat 
number of houses in its progress, 
causing injury to life and limb. Suclf 
disaster isof rare occurrence in the Ki: 
Peh region, and excites the deepest co 
miseration. The memorialist has got 
gether a sum of Tis. 3,000, and he 
directed the Taotai of the Huai-yang ¢ 
cuit to send officers to administer relief 
the people in proportion to the severites 
their distress. The details of the disa 
will be reported to His Majesty by 
Governor-General. 

June 30th.—(1) A decree in answer t 
memorial from Chang Chih-tung, Tutor! 
the Imperial Academy, complaining tl 
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he decision lately arrived at in the Tung- 
siang case in Szechuen is most unsatis- 
vtory. He states that the disturbances 
ad their origin in the illegal action of the 
lagistrate of that district, who caused a 
ot by his extortionate levies, and then 
etermined falsely to report an insurrection 
nong the people and applied for their 
ttermination. He was in fact, the chief 
Fender. The President Ngén Chéng and 
is colleague who were commissioned to 
‘y the case did not apply the law bearing 
pon false accusations of sedition, but 
ragged in the clause affecting ‘‘ inaccuracy 
1a joint report of a grave case,” under 
hich they sentenced the Magistrate to 
anishment to a distant. frontier, and struck 
at two sentences in the law [they quoted], 
hich give discretionary power in cases of 
tave import. The case is referred to the 
oard of Punishments for consideration, 
ad they are empowered to send for any 
ocuments connected with it that they 
wy require. They are at the same time 
irected to consider the propriety of confer- 
ng a reward upon the acting Magistrate 
[T’ai-p’ing, and the Prefect of Sui-ting, 
ad the Brigadier-General of Shih-fén, 
hose attitude in the conduct of this case 
. considered by the Tutor to be deserving 
f recognition. 

(2) A long memorial from the Grand 
ouncil reporting the result of their deli- 
erations upon the case of the murder of 
1e wei-yuan Kao Wén-pao in Shantung. 
he case was heard by special Commis- 
oners, whosentenced the acting Magistrate 
{ the Yi district, Chu Yung-kéng by 
ame, to banishment to the Amur to be 
mployed on public service of a laborious 
ad painful nature, but ordered that he 
10uld be kept in prison until his nephew, 
ho had escaped, should have been captured 
ad confronted with him. The Censor 
Yang Hsin having taken exception to this 
ntence, which he considered too lenient, 
ad having requested the substitution of 
mmary decapitation instead, the case 
as referred to the Grand Council, who 
xcommend that the Magistrate shall be 
cecuted after the autumn assize. (For 
ecree summarising their report see Gazette 
'15th June). 

No other documents of importance. 

July 1Ist.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
le receipt of a report from Mu-t’u-shan, 
evernor of Ch’ahar, to the effect that a dis- 
taced official working out a sentence of 
anishment upon the military post-roads 
ad made his escape from the station at 
‘hich he was placed. The metropolitan 
Xxecutive are directed to be on the watch 
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for him, as it is thought likely that he may 
make his way to Peking. 

(2) A decree from Their Majesties the 
Empresses. Pao Yiin and Shén Kuei-fen 
request that a decree may be issued correct- 
ing a patent lately drawn up, and also that 
a penalty may be adjudicated them. They 
state that in the month of July, 1877, the 
Han Lin-yuan memorialised that the patent 
conferring the title in perpetuity to the 
Prince of Sh’un (the father of the present 
Emperor) was drawn up after the old 
pattern, but that the wording was not 
altogether satisfactory, and they therefore 
propose to introduce certain slight modi- 
fications, and insert a copy of the decree 
in the patent, which they would have 
reprinted. Action was accordingly directed 
to be taken in conformity with this proposal. 
Pao Yiin, Chancellor of the Han-lin, and 
Mao Ch’ang-hsi, former Chancellor of the 
Han-lin, in that, when drawing up this 
patent some time since, they were unable 
to determine a form that should be perfect 
in every respect, have undoubtedly been 
guilty of carelessness.—Let the penalties 
awarded by law to their offence be deter- 
mined. Let the proper Yamén take note. 

(3) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a remonstrance from a Censor who com- 
plains of a permission lately granted to 
the Grand Secretariat to cancel the nomi- 
nation of a Secretary of that department 
to a Censorship on the ground that his 
services were too valuable to be dispensed 
with. The Censor considered that valuable 
qualities were quite as important for men 
of his class, and begged that no nomination 
to a Censorship on the ground of capacity 
might be afterwards cancelled. In reply 
the decree states that the action complained 
of is in accordance with precedent; and 
intimates that all recommendations to 
Censorship (which are always made by 
Presidents of Boards) should be made on 
the ground of capacity, and those respon- 
sible will see to it that this is invariably the 
ground of recommendation. With the 
exception of Secretaries of the Grand 
Secretariat, no other officers holding nomi- 
nations to Censorships will be allowed to 
cancel them. 

(4) Memorial from Ii Ho-nien, Director- 
General of the Yellow River, reporting the 
arrival of the whole of the Kiang-peh 
grain fleet at the Tao-miao sluice, the old 
entrance to the Yellow River from the 
south. They arrived there on the 29th 
May, and he intended to send them on at 
once to the new sluice at Shih-li P’u, that 
they might cross the Yellow River and 
wait at Pa-li Miao for a freshet to enable 





them to enter the northern branch of the 
Grand Canal. He learned, however, that 
there was only a foot of water in the 
Yellow River outside the Shih-li P’u sluice, 
the level of which was very much lower 
than the clean water inside the sluice, so 
that there was every reason to anticipate 
that as soon as the sluice was opened the 
water would immediately run off and leave 
the hinder boats aground. Under these 
circumstances, he is afraid to open the 
sluice, and has determined to wait until 
the level of the Canal and Yellow River 
approach each other more nearly. He 
adds that the new channel now opened in 
the south-east is clear throughout, and is a 
much more expeditious route than that by 
the lakes. 

July 2nd.—{1) A decree ordering that a 
further series of prayers for rain, at which 
His Majesty will assist in person, shall be 
held on the 6th inst. The blessings of the 
showers that fell in the capital on the 22nd, 
27th and other days are gratefully acknow- 
ledged, but no report of rain having fallen 
has yet been received from Shansi, and 
the capital is still urgently in need of 
further showers. 

(2) Wen Ko, late Governor of Shantung, 
and newly appointed Imperial Agent at 
Kurun (Urga), returns thanks for his ap- 
pointment and announces the arrival of his 
successor Chou Héng-ch’i on the 7th June, 
with his intention to proceed to Peking 
immediately to pay his respects to His 
Majesty previous to starting for his new 

at. 

(3) Chou Héng-ch’i reports his assump- 
tion of the duties of Governor of Shantung. 

(4) Postscript memorial from Liu K’un- 
yi, Governor-General of the Two Kwang 
provinces. He recalls to His Majesty’s re- 
collection his report of the tornado that 
visited Canton on the 11th April last year, 
and the decree in reply directing him to 
ascertain the extent of the disaster and 
take measures for the relief of the sufferers. 
On receipt of this decree he set a contribu- 
tion on foot, and delivered the proceeds to 
Ch’én Kuei-shih, expectant Taotai and 
Superintendent of the foundling hospital, 
and others, for distribution. An official 
report has now been received from the two 
Provincial Commissioners giving the follow- 
ing casualty returns :— ; 

Locality Buildings People Boats People 
destroyed. killed. lost. drowned, 

West of the 


Canton city vet 2,800 1,400 200 300 


Chin-li town- 
ship, Nan-hai 200 60 
district ......... 
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Huang-ting No | 
township ...... 500 100-90 retura, 
ae Ho | 
a an-fang 
Te'uninP'an-yi( 100 20 100° 100 
district ......... 
, 1 

River below 
these places ... itd 20 


at five or six thousand, and those render 
homeless in the neighbourhood to the w 
of the city at several thousand. The Co 
missioners, with the assistance of the | 
authorities and the gentry forming tht 
committee of the foundling hospital work 
ing under their orders, have relieved thos 
amongst the sufferers from destruction 0 
houses, loss of boats, or injury to life, wh 
are not in a position to repair their losse 
or bury their dead, and have dispense 
medicine to those who have suffered bodil 
hurt. The unemployed poor have bee 
housed and fed, and during the past fe 
months they have all returned to work, an 
the neighbourhood is gradually resumi 
its original condition. No other pl 

than those enumerated appear to havi 
suffered simultaneously. The memorialis 
supplements the Commissioner’s report b 
the statement that the sums employed it 
the relief of the sufferers having been rai 

by private subscription, and no publi 
funds having been used, he does not pr 
pose to render an account of the mann 
in which the money was spent. Th 
invitation to contribute met with su 

ready response that several lacs wer 
raised in a few days. He pays | 
high compliment to the committee of th 
foundling hospital for the energy the 
displayed, their success being entirely duet 
their disregard for toil and trouble. He ha 


bestowed local distinctions (WPA) upo 


the officials and notables engaged, bu 
he begs to recommend Ch’én Kuei-shi 
for the bestowal of a distinguished mark < 
approval from His Majesty. By a Rescri; 
appended to the memorial Ch’én Kuei-shi 
is commended to the Board for th 
bestowal of the highest mark of approval. 

(6) Kung T’ang, Governor of Urumts: 
details the measures he has taken fo 
reviving agricultural industry in that neigh 
bourhood. During the ten years and mor 
that Urumtsi was in rebel hands the origins 
population, consisting of Manchu an 
Chinese soldiers, and min, or commo 
people, had diminished by eighty or ninet. 
per cent., and all of these had deserted th 
place and were reduced to a terrible cond: 
tion of misery. Proclamations were issue 


The total of persons injured is "ene 





Jury 2—5.] 


viting them to return, but as they had 
st their implements, and their houses had 
en swept away, they had no means of 


ming a living and would have been, as it 


re, forced to sit down and die with 
tered hands. After memorialist arrived 
his post in the winter of last year he 
ined a thorough appreciation of the 
fferings of thege people, and puzzled his 
ad in every way as to how he could 
jeve them. He had no funds, and could 
t wait till any came, so his only resvurce 
is to devise some temporary measure by 
ich they might hope to have sufficient 
eat by the time the autumn came round. 
it, alas! they had no tools, no oxen, 
d no seed, and they could do nothing 
less the Government supplied them with 
ese necessaries. Memorialist therefore 
sed [a small] fund and sent officers in 
ery direction to buy plough oxen, imple- 
mts and seed, which were supplied to 
® soldiers and people and any strangers 
10 wished to make a clearing. He hopes 
at if a good harvest is realised, they will 
ise sufficient to supply the local market, 
d prices generally will fall some fifty per 
ot. He will postpone consideration of 
e manner in which the money now ad- 
need shall be repaid, until, by a succes- 
mm of good harvests, the people shall have 
sured a ‘‘ rough” sufficiency of food and 
thing.—A rescript is appended, acknow- 
iging the memorial, and calling upon 
e Governor to be zealous in hig work 
d take counsel from time to time with 
e Governor-General Tso Tsung-t’ang. 
July 3rd.—{1) The Court of Censors re- 
tthe receipt of a petition from a woman 
led Li, a native of Nan-kung district in 
uhli, who complains that her husband 
8 tortured to death under the following 
‘cumstances :—A woman called Liu had 
ne out with her sister-in-law to glean. 
le was seized on the way with a dangerous 
ness, and her sister-in-law ran and told 
titioner’s father-in-law who went himself 
see the sick woman. She died soon 
terwards, and her uncle Liu C’hang-ch’un 
ok advantage of the circumstance of her 
ath to trump up a false charge against 
titioner’s husband who, he declared, had 
cked his sister and killed her. The 
tition was afterwards withdrawn by a 
other of Liu Ch’ang-ch’un, and another 
bstituted declaring that death had occur- 
d from natural causes. Liu, however, 
utilated the body and again reported to 
e Magistrate that his sister had been 
urdered, The coroner on inspection found 
cut on the face of the corpse, but no 
arks of blood. The Magistrate never- 
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theless seized petitioner's husband, and 
tried to extort from him by torture a con- 
fession of the murder, refusing bail for 
him, though it was offered by all the sur- 
rounding villages. His brother was mulcted 
of 270 strings of cash, and because he re- 
sisted a second demand was knocked down, 
whereupon he vomited blood and died. 
the Magistrate would take no notice of the 
outrage, and ignored all instructions from 
the sub-Prefect to whom appeal had been 
made. Petitioner's husband was still kept 
in prison, and finally died under torture. 
—Referred in the usual manner. 

July 4th.—(1-3) Decrees conferring 
minor metropolitan appointments and nom- 
inating examiners for archery and other 
tests of military ability. 

(4) Hsiti Kéng-shén, Director of the 
Grand Court of Revision, returns thanks 
for his appointment to the acting post of 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(5) Hsi Yung-yi, sub-Director of the same 
Court, returns thanks for permission to 
continue to act as Secretary to the Grand 
Council. 

(6) The Acting Governor of Shantung 
reports the assumption of his temporary 
duties. 

(7) The Acting Judge memorialises to a 
similar effect. 

(8) Yang Yo-pin, late Admiral of the 
Yangtsze, announces that he has destroyed 
the wooden seal which he had made, in 
accordance with Imperial decree, for use 
during his voyages of inspection on the 
great River. 

(9) The Governor of Anwhei forwards a 
list of contributors towards the relief of 
famine refugees in his province. Relief 
agencies were established in right prefeor 
tures, departments, or districts, irrespective 
of private aid in the shape of donations 
and soup kitchens organised by a notable 
named Ch’éng Wén-ping in his native 
district of Fu-yang. More than eighty- 
three thousand refugees were taken in and 
fed between January, 1877, and September, 
1878, while at some of the above named 
places agencies were started in the autumn 
of last year for sending back the refugees 
to their homes. Total amount of the con- 
tributions was over Tls. 80,000. Of this 
amount a portion has been already acknow- 
ledged, and rewards applied for, or in 
process of being so. A list of the contri- 
butors of the balance is appended to the 
memorial. 


July 5th.—(1) Huang Wu-hsien AiR 
is appointed General of the Lin-yuan 
Brigade in Yiinnan. 





(2) A decree granting an application from 
T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Shénsi, for 
penne to come to Peking for audience, 

e having announced his recovery and the 
abandonment: of the sick leave he was 
granted. Wang Ssii-yi is to take tempor- 
ary charge of the Governor’s duties during 
his absence. 

(3) Yii Lu, Governor of Anwhei, announces 
his departure for Peking to have audience, 
Fu ch’ing-yi, the Financial Commissioner, 
whose arrival he was to await, having now 
made his appearance. He arrived on the 
21st May, and as the autumn assize was 
over and matters generally in a satisfactory 
state, memorialist felt bound to comply 
immediately with the decree. He accord- 
ingly handed over charge of the various 
local matters seriatim to Fu Ch’ing-yi, 
aud on the 2nd June consigned to his 
charge the zeal of the Governor and that 
of the Superintendent of the Wu-hu 
Custom House, as well as the Imperial 
Death Warrant, flags, tablets, archives, etc. 
He left for Peking on the 9th June. 

(4-5) Postscript memorials from the 
same officer recording the provisional 
arrangements made for carrying on the 
duties of the Financial Commissioner, etc. 

(6) The same officer, in a postscript 
memorial, applies for sanction to the 
erection of an honorary portal, with the 
bestowal of the usual complimentary tablet, 
in honor of two ladies, mothers of officials, 
who have each subscribed upwards of 
Taels 1,000 to the famine relief fund.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(7) A long memorial from Yang Chung- 
ya, Governor of Kwangsi, recommending 
an officer for the office of Sub-Prefect of 
Lung-chow in the T’ai-p’ing prefecture, 
which is a post assigned to the category of 
ch’ung, nan and yén, or “‘ busy, arduous, 
and pestilential.” The present incumbent 
has held it tor three years and has now a 


claim tv be withdrawn and await promo- - 


tion in a central position. Under regulation, 
officers who are natives of Kwangtung, 
Fuhkien, Hunnan, Yiinnan, or Kweichow 
should be selected to fill the post, which 
derives special importance at this present 
moment from the fact that, being on the 
borders of Annam, it is in proximity to 
the rebellion that is going on. There are 
however no substantive Sub-Prefects in the 
province who are natives of any of the 
five provinces above enumerated, so after 
quoting numerous rules and enactments 
under which he conceives himself at liberty 
to do so, the memorialist recommends one 
Chi, an expectant Sub-Prefect, forty-six 
years of age, and a native of Kiangsi. He 
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then proceeds to give a history of th 
officer’s career, which extends over sever 
pages.—Referred to the Board of (i 
Office. 

July 6th.—(Court Circular.) The Govegl’ 
nor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of rain # 
the capital to the extent of complete satur 
tion. ' 
(1) Memorial from Téng Ch’ing-li 
Censor of the Kuang-tung circuit. In 
important a locality as the inner precine 
of the Court, decorous quiet is a perpetumy 
necessity, and the various gates of ty 
Forbidden City should be guarded wi 
rigorous care. A certain fixed number { 
secretaries and soldiers are stationed 
these gates with the object of exercisi 
a rigid scrutiny over those who come ay 
go, lest evil characters should mingle [wif 
the men whose duty calls them there], az 
trouble arise in consequence. These secr 
taries and soldiers are changed accordimg 
to roster, and each set stationed at ea 
gate consists of one or two secretari 
and twenty or thirty soldiers, who af 
required by regulation to keep watch 
day and night, and never to relax the 
vigilance for a moment. Of late, the 
secretaries and soldiers on duty quiet 
take their sleep at night, and the watd 
consists of a single man with one lante 
who waits at the gate. During the daytiny 
they leave their post without permission an 
only a few men keep the gate. When 
Princes and Presidents, in whose char 
they are, come daily to the Court and gf 
the secretaries and soldiers on duty at tht 
gates through which they pass are oblige 


to stand at attention ED) in the ord 


of their names, but as soon as they ag 
dismissed they are as irregular in thei 
attendance and as dilatory as ever. Th 

has become such a habit with them th 

the guard houses at the palace gates are fe 
the most part nearly empty, and th 
soldiers on duty are few in the extrem 

Any individual, no matter to what class hf 
may belong, who loosely covers himse 
with [a suitable] coat and displays an offici 
hat, even though he bears a carrying poll 
on his shoulder or carries a bird upo 
a stick, is allowed to passthrough at will 
People who have no business there are né 
allowed to make a thoroughfare of th 
space within the railings in front of th 
Ta Ch’ing gate, the féng-shui of whi¢ 
demands the maintenance of quiet 3 

decorum ; but of late, as there has been 1 
one to prevent them, men and women, ol 
and young, have come and gone across thi 
space without an atom of reverence [for the 
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aracter of the place]. Such a state of 
ings as this is highly unconstitutional, 
id if a readjustment of the abuse be not 
eedily effected and the practice vigor- 
wly prohibited, it will be difficult to 
cure the absence of bad characters, and 
e féng-shui will be seriously impaired. 
‘or decree in answer to this memorial see 
wette of 23rd June.) 
(2) Postscript memorial from Liu K’yn- 
, Governor-General of the Two Kwang 
ovinces. A breach occurred in the stone 
abankment in the Ch’ing-yuan district in 
e years 1877 and 1878 successively, to 
e sore distress of the inhabitants of that 
gion. In the spring of 1878 a continuous 
ll of rain occurred which flooded the 
untry in the neighbourhood of the East, 
orth, and West rivers, and also caused 
wpeakable distress. Memorialist, and 
vang Chao-tung, the former Governor, 
ised a large sum of money on loan and 
ve it to the China Merchants’ Company to 
pend in the purchase of rice in Kiangsu, 
hich, on arrival, was sold at reduced rates 
the suffering districts. Subscriptions 
2re set on foot both locally and in the 
hing-yuan district, and relief was issued 
the form of gruel and grants of grain to 
ferent villages, over 20,000 piculs of rice 
ing expended in this manner and relief 
forded to more than 95,000 people. The 
tal expenditure, inclusive of porterage, 
ection of mat sheds, &c., was Tls. 11,000 
ld, but this was raised by contributions 
erfully given, and the public funds were 
% indented upon. 
July 7th.—({1) A decree on the subject 
abuses both in civil and military adminis- 
ation. It has come to His Majesty’s 
lowledge that district Magistrates in all 
‘© provinces are constantly in the habit 
oppressing and tyrannising over the 
ple as seems to them good, and that 
e petty officials are still worse, so that 
e people, careless of their lives, wander 
f and turn bandits or something of the 
nd. His Majesty also hears that in the 
uth-eastern provinces vacancies in the 
wer grades of the land and river forces 
e obtained by bribery or sold, and that 
th commanding and petty officers, when 
ey obtain a vacancy, make deductions 
om the grain served out to the troops, 
wbour criminals, and allow gambling to 
’on; while the petty capitalists, by pay- 
ga bribe, get their names entered on the 
ilitary roll in order to free themselves 
om the extortion of Yamén underlings, 
sing, in short, soldiers in name but not 
reality. While this becomes the habi- 
ial practice of civil and military officials, 
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how can any improvement be hoped for in 
civil or military administration? As we 
think on these things we are moved to the 
deepest disgust. |The decree concludes 
with the formal exhortation to Gowernors- 
General and Governors to put a'stop to 
these practices and denounce all worthless 
officials. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang requesting that a retired 
Secretary of a Board who has organised 
@ society aud opened a gambling establish- 
ment in the city of Canton, may be 
cashiered with a view to being placed on his 
trial and subjected to the most rigorous 
examination. j 

(3) The Governor of Anwhei reports the 
receipt of a numerously signed petition, 
headed by the Taotai of Shanghai, bringing 
to his notice a deserving case of tilial piety. 
The second daughter of an expectant 
Taotai in Kiangsu, who was left a widow 
at an early age, devoted herself to her 
mother-in-law, for whose sake alone she 
refrained from committing suicide on her 
husband’s death. Her own mother having 
fallen sick, she went home to nurse her, 
and finding she grew worse instead of bet- 
ter, the daughter, in the most commend- 
able manner, cut flesh from her own arm 
to mix with her mother’s medicine. The 
protracted illness of her mother so dis- 
tressed her that she also took to her bed 
from which she never rose. The Governor 
was requested to apply to His Majesty for 
the bestowal of a mark of Imperial appro- 
bation.—Granted by Rescript. 

July 8th.—_(1) A decree granting per- 
mission to Yén Haii, military Lientenant- 
Governor of Jeh-hoh, to vacate his post on 
the ground of ill-health. 

(2) Memorial from Yang Chung-ya, 
Governor of Kuangsi, acknowledging the 
receipt of the Imperial decree ordering the 
general abolition of the purchase system. 
On receipt of this decree memorialist at 
once referred the question to the Financial 
Commissioner, who, in conjunction with 
the superintendent of the committee of 
reorganisation, states in reply that the pro- 
vince of Kuangsi being radically barren 
and impoverished, the purchase system has 
long been in force there, and the establish- 
ment of Yiinnan purchase agencies has 
added to its impoverishment to such an 
extent that the [annual] receipts from this 
source do not amount to more than Taels 
40,000 odd, which are devoted, as they 
come in, to the purchase of rations for 
irregular troops for which the regular 
grants are inadequate. The increase of the 
military establishment which the raids of 
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the rebel Li Yang-tsai upon Annam neces- 
sitated last autumn, had completely ex- 
hausted the provincial funds, and officers 
were about to be sent in every direction to 
promote contributions to supply the de- 
ficiency ; but as the purchase system is now 
to be abolished, His Majesty’s instructions 
must of course be obeyed and orders were 
issued for the withdrawal of all the agencies, 
which were to be closed by the end of the 
intercalary third moon. The returns and 
registers are being rapidly prepared and 
shall reach the Board by the end of the 
65th moon. All blank certificates and 


counterfoils (HR A) will be destroyed. 


The proceeds of the sale of office have, 
since its establishment in Kuangsi, been 
devoted to the extermination of rebellion 
and the work of reorganisation. A portion 
of this expenditure has already been 
accounted for to His Majesty, and a return 
of annual receipts and expenditure shall 
now be drawn up from the books that exist. 
The most careful thought does not lead to 
the discovery of any plan by which funds 
can be raised to take the place of the 
income now relinquished, and the only 
suggestion the Commissioner and Intendant 
can make is that application be made for 
speedy payment of the grants in aid due 
from other provinces. The memorialist 
has endorsed the instructions of these 
officers with regard to the immediate with- 
drawal of purchase agencies, and begs to 
testify to the truth of their statement as 
to the impbssibility of raising funds to take 
the place of the income now relinquished. 
The grants in aid referred to being required 
for military purposes pure and simple, they 
could not take the place of receipts from 
parca even if an application to His 

ajesty resulted in the receipt of the 
. Whole amount that is due. The only thing 
that memorialist can do is to appropriate 
from time to time a portion of the funds 
realised from the regular taxes and lekin, 
and to hope that its devotion to the pur- 
poses to which purchase receipts were 
formerly applied will not be productive of 
injury to the public cause.—Rescript : Let 
the Board of Revenue take note. ri 


July 9th.—(1) Ch’ung Chi ZESFF is 
appointed military Lieutenant-Governor of 
Jeh-hoh. 

(2) Wu Yuan-ping, Acting Governor- 
General of the Two Kiang Provinces, re- 
ports that a tornado passed over the town of 
‘Wang-ying and other places in the Ch’ing-ho 
district, a little before midnight on the 
23rd May. The storm travelled from south- 
east to north-west, blew down the chief 
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hall of the Colonel’s Yamén and more th: 
a hundred feet of the outer wall, a 
destroyed sixty-five chien of the Yamé 
occupied by the captain, deputy aasista 
magistrate, &o., besides dwelling hous 
consisting of 18 brick buildings and 2,6 
straw huts. Three soldiers and a ma 
were crushed to death, and ninete 
soldiers and four mafus were injured, ¢ 
clusive of twenty-two common peuple kill 
and seventy-seven injured. Money w 
,immediately sent by the Magistrate for t 
relief of the sufferers. 

(3) Wén Koh, recently appointed age 
at Kurun, has been denounced by Cha 
Chih-tung for having, during the time th 
he acted as Governor-General of Szechue 
given wholesale orders for the massacre 
the so-called rebels at Tung-hsiang. H 
appointment to Kurun is cancelled, and | 
is ordered to come to Peking and await tl 
decision of the Board. 

July 10th.—(1) The following appoin 
ments and transfers are gazetted :—Ch ‘én, 
Lin, senior Vice-President of the Bou 
of Civil Office; Chih Ho, junior Vic 
President of the same Board; Lin Sb 

BB, senior Vice-President of the Boa 
of Revenue; K’un Kang juni 
Vice-President of the same Board; K’ueiJu 


Pye, senior Vice-President of the Boar 


of War; Sung Sen PAR senior Vis 
President of the Board of Ceremonie: 


KueiCh’tian # 4s, junior Vice-Prosida 
of the same Board; A Ch’ang-ah hi 


Bay =o senior Vice-President of th 
Mongolian Superintendency. ‘T'ieh Ch 
Seip junior Vice-President of the sar 


office; Yi Jung JERR, Imperial aget 
at Kurun. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette, wit 
the exception of a short memorial recon 
mending officers engaged in the grai 
transport for the bestowal of honorat 
rewards, is occupied with a memori! 
from Chang Chih-tung, Tutor of the ln 
perial Academy, on the Tung-hsiangg rio 
in Szechuen. This and other doc#amen 
relating to the same subject hav $e be 
summarised in the Gazettes of i a M 
and 29th June. 


July 11th.—(1) Liang Cao j 
eg ya is appointed Governor ohne ithe She 


tien prefecture. wo 
The only documents of ea y in 
ance in this day’s Gazette Yerer,,, ‘ty pos 


\ 


+ 


\ 
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wript memorials from Chang Chih-tung, 
Fator of the Imperial Academy, supple- 
menting his long exposé of the Tung- 
tsiang outrages. Both papers are unin- 
resting, as they deal only with minor 
natiers of detail, the first being a compari- 
wn of the present Magistrate’s conduct and 
hat of a former authority, whose action. 
tad been quoted asa precedent. In the 
econd paper he declares that certain state- 
nents in the judgment of the Commissioners 
‘egarding the excess of taxation levied by 
iho Tung-hsiang Mayistrate are incorrect. 
Neither the Governor-General nor the 
Jummissioners can have any object in 
wreening the guilty party, as his extor- 
don of more than the proper amount of 
maxes can in no way affect them, and 
nemorialist is anxious to have the facts 
wzoperly established with a view to the 
inpport of his argument that the taxation 
of Szechuen is too heavy. 

[Note.—The special interest that appears 
to be taken by this memorialist in the 
Tung-hsiang case may perhaps be accounted 
for by the fact that he was Literary Chan- 
tellor of the province in 1877.] 

July 12th.—(1) A decree ordering two 
cashiered Lieutenants in the province of 
Kiangsu to be banished to the Amur and 
the military post roads respectively for 
having been guilty, the one of smuggling 
opium, and the other of aiding and abetting 
in the same. 

(2) Memorial from Pao Yiin and Mao 
Ch’ang-hsi praying that the patent of 
princely rank in perpetuity conferred on 
the Prince of Shun in July, 1877, may be 
altered. As Chancellors of the College of 
Literature, the duty of drawing up this 

tent devolved upon them, and they 

llowed the old form in its compilation. 
In the beginning of the document the 
words ‘* Succeeding by the will of Heaven 
to the succession” occur, and in the end of 
the document the words ‘“‘We therefore 
bestow a patent by which he shall forever 
enjoy our mighty protection.” When me- 
morialists began to analyse the spirit of 
these words, it seemed to them that, after 
all, there was something about them calcu- 
lated to create an unsatisfactory feeling in 
the mind. They are humbly of opinion 
hat His Majesty, having succeeded at a 
ander age to the Emperor T’ung Chih, 
nce Their Majesties the Empresses have 
wmducted the Regency, patents of nobility 
te differed in form. Some have quoted 
serees received by the Inner Council, and 
‘hers have quoted those received direct 
‘m Their Majesties the Empresses. The 
. Morialists therefore propose to modify 
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to a slight extent the patent of perpetual 
nobility granted to the Prince of Shun, by 
inserting a copy of Their Majesties’ decree 
of the 20th January, 1875, therein, as this 
appears to them a more _ satisfactory 
form. Should this proposal receive the 
sanction of Their Majesties, the memorial- 
ists purpose handing a copy of the decree 
in question to the translation office for 
translation into Manchu. After present- 
ation to His Majesty for perusal, it will be 
delivered to the Board of Ceremonies and 
Board of Works to be engraved. (For 
decree see Gazette of 1st July.) 

(3) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, 
Governor of Shansi, forwarding a list of 
ofticers on whom he prays the bestowal of 
rewards for their exertions in the forward- 
ing of grain 'o.the famine districts. During 
the years 1877 to 1879, nearly 700,000 
piculs of grain were imported into Shansi 
for the relief of the sufferers from famine, 
the whole of which was forwarded by way 
of Chihli or Shantung, and great credit is 
due to the Magistrates of districts and 
departments who passed it on under escort 
from point to point, constructing floating 
bridges at their own expense where the rise 
of the rivers barred the way ; repairing the 
roads when obstructed or damaged by the 
rain ; and, finally, providing carts and boats 


where they were required. For the space 


of two years they never relaxed their 
efforts, and have shown a full appreciation 
of general interests. The officers, too, who 
escorted this grain have been exposed to 
more than ordinary hardship from in- 
clemency of weather, and have displayed 
an energy that.is more than common.— 
Rescript: Let Wén Yung and the rest be 
rewarded as requested. 

July 13th.—_(1) Memorial from Mu T’u- 
shan, Governor of Ch’ahar, reporting the 
escape of an ex-expectant captain in Sze- 
chuen who was sent into banishment on the 
military post roads for having secretly made 
his way into the territory of the barbarian 
tribes and created a disturbance there. Tu 
K’uang-wai, the officer in question, was 
sent to do duty at Station No. 8, and dis- 
appeared from there, leaving no trace of his 
whereabouts. A description of the man 
has been circulated in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and sent to the Governor-General 
of Chihli, the Governor of Shansi, the 
Governor of Jeh-hoh, and the Board of 
War. The memorialist has now to pray 
that the Metropolitan executive be in- 
structed to look out for him. 

(2) Memorial from thre same officer report- 
ing that Mao Lin, late Comptroller of the 
Imperial Household, who was sent to the 
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military postroads under a sentence of 
banishment on the 9th May, 1878, has, in 
accordance with an Imperial decree of the 
1st May last, been set at liberty. He 
arrived at Kalgan on the 14th June. The 
officer in charge of the postal service now 
further reports that Ch’ing Lin, late Warden 
of the Parks and Hunting Grounds, has 
sent in a petition to the effect that, ‘‘ having 
been dismissed the public service for a 
certain offence and sent to do duty on 
the military post roads, he was appointed 
to the 15th Station, where he arrived in 
the month of May last. Being an eye- 
witness of the insufficiency of funds to 
carry on the work of the stations, he 
had offered a contribution to supplement 
the sane, which, on the representation of 
the Governor Mu T’u-shan, His Majesty 
had deigned to accept, and ordered his 
release at the expiration of two years’ 
service at the station to which he was 
drafted. He had subsequently contributed 
a number of plough oxen for use in Chihli, 
in consideration of which his sentence was 
further reduced to one year. Exclusive 
of the intercalary month, he begged permis- 
sion to state that he had been on the 
station for one year upon the 25th June.” 
Memorialist finding that the petitioner’s 
statement was in accordance with the terms 
of the letter from the Board and the two 
Imperial decrees referred to, gave orders 
for his release. He has written to inform 
the Board and the Banner to which Ch’ing 
Lin belongs of the date of his departure. 
July 14th.—(1) Memorial from the Gov- 
ernor-General of the Two Kuang provinces 
reporting the steps he has taken in con- 
formity with the decree ordering the aboli- 
tion of the purchase system. When the 
sale of office was first instituted in Kuang- 
tung in the year 1850, the contributions 
thus raised were all devoted to military ex- 
igencies, such as the organisation of train 
bands, etc., but in 1863 the old custom was 
reverted to, and the proceeds devoted to 
military exigencies pure and simple. 
Accounts were subsequently balanced up 
to a certain date, and a limit fixed within 
which applications were to be made for the 
bestowal of rewards, a fresh departure being 
taken from that time, as was then reported 
to His Majesty. After that date the funds 
contributed were first paid in and expended 
on requirements of the military service or 
the work of reorganisation, and a list of the 
contributors afterwards made out, with a 
record of their official antecedents, which 
was submitted to His Majesty. In pur- 
suance of the instructions now received, 
proclamations have been issued calling 
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upon contributors to pay in the amounts 
to which they are pledged with all s 

and fixing a limit of time beyond whi 
no applications for rewards will be made, 
The accounts have now all been closed 
and will be forwarded in a separate 
memorial. The numerous agencies 
other provinces that have been established 
of late years in Kwangtung have worked ti 
thing to death, and the system, as 

as the province itself is concerned, may be 
likened to a worn out bow. The rec 
were never large, and whenever there wag 
an insufficiency of funds for reorganisation 
purposes, sums were drawn as they were 
wanted from the lekin receipts or the pro- 
vincial treasury. Under these circum 
stances there is no necessity for a co 
sideration of the manner in which the 
income relinquished by the purchase system’ 
may be made good. ; 

(2) Postscript memorial from T’u Tsung- 
ying, Governor of Honan. Plough oxen’ 
have at all timessbeen scarce in the northern 
region, and mules and horses have generally 
been used in the cultivation of the land. 
The famine having made a clean sweep of! 
all the animals in the province, memorialist' 
supplied the minor authorities with funds 
to issue to the farmers as a loan with which 
to purchase animals. There were none, 
however, to be found in the immediate 
neighbourhood, and those in more distant. 
places cost so much that the hands of the 
poorer people were tied, and the greater 
part of the land that was lying waste could 
not be tilled. As, in the interests of tax- 
ation, this was by no means a matter of 
slight importance, memorialist bethought 
himself that the region of Ch’ahar, Lama 
Miao, and Kalgan produced horses, and 
that the cavalry were always supplied from 
thence. He accordingly sent Tls. 27,000 
by the hands of trustworthy officers to 
purchase 3,000 horses at Kalgan and other 
places, and send them down at once to 
Honan for distribution amongst the farmers, 
who are to refund the cost this autumn 
or next year. He prays that the author- 
ities at Kalgan may be instructed to pass 
these horses free of duty.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

July 15th.—(1) A decree gratefully 
acknowledging the copious rain that fell in 
the capital and its environs on the 4th and 
14th inst., and announcing the receipt of a 
report from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, Governor 
of Shansi, to the effect that rain to the 
extent of over five inches of saturation fell 
at T’ai-yuan Fu on the 28th ult. A general 
thanksgiving service is appointed to be held 
at the various State temples on the 19h 
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mstant, in which His Majesty will take a 


0G) Memorial from Chou Héng-chi, Gov- 
amor of Shantung, requesting the bestowal 
of further honors on Hu Kwang-jung (Hoo 
Taotai) and others who at his instance 
promoted subscriptions for the relief of 
mfferers in Shantung. By a rescript ap- 
pended to the memorial Hu, Kuang-jung 
ind the others recommended, are to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of the"most liberal marks of Imperial 
spprobation. . 

(3) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan, Governor 
of Shéng-king, forwarding an amended 
estimate for the construction of town walls 
and public offices in the new districts lately 
created on the eastern frontier. He 
estimates the cost of each wall at Ts. 39,000, 
or Tis. 21,000 more than in the original 
specifications. The following amended 
estimates for official buildings are sub- 
mitted :— 

Excess, 

Tis. Tis, 
Taotai of the Eastern frontier...14,000...6,000 
Sub-prefects & Magistrates, each 8,500...1,000 
Petty officials, each ............... 1,800... 500 


He justifies the extra expenditure by the 
explanation that the original estimates were 
for works of a much less durable nature. 
By a larger initial outlay, durability will 
be secured.—Granted by Rescript. 

July 16th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ermor of Ngan-huei, Yii-lu, had audience. 

(1) A Decree. The Governor-General 
of Szechuan, Ting Pao-chén, has presented 
a mémorial in which he requests that a 
Major, serving in his province, who has 
permitted the men under his command to 
eject the people from their land and levy 
unlawful contributions, may be deprived 
of his office and submitted to judicial ex- 
amination, etc., etc. The officer in question 
has allowed his men to indulge their rap- 
acity to such an extent as to seriously 
endanger the peace of the District (San- 
pan T’ing on the North of Szechuan); let 
him be deprived of his rank, tried, and 
punished according to law. 


(2) A Decree. The Board of Censors has 
resented a memorial in which our attention 
is called to the case of a woman belonging 
to the official class in Fuhkien, named Lin, 
who states that her son Lin Wén-ming 
has been wrongfully put to death, and 
that although she has appealed to the 
capital three fimes and waited several 
years, 8: ot obtain justice. Further, 
the neplyy of the above complainant, Lin 
Wén-lug, states that his father Lin Tien- 
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kuo, and-his elder brother Lin Wan-té, 
although innocent have been dragged 
into the case, &c., &c. In August, 1871, 
his late Majesty issued a Rescript com- 
manding the Governor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chékiang to enquire into this case ; 
again in February, 1876, and also in 
November, 1877, We ordered that judg- 
ment should be given without delay. 
How is it that the case remains yet un- 
decided? Let the Governor-General of 
Fuhkien and Chékiang and the Governor 
of Fuhkien have the case tried before 
them. Let them hold an impartial and 
strict enquiry and after ascertaining the 
whole truth report without delay to the 
Throne. The same course must be follow- 
ed with the complaint of Lin Wén-luan, 
and a speedy judgment arrived at. Let 
the two men who were sent to present the 
petitions be escorted back to Fuhkien by 
the Board of War in the usual way, that 
they may be available as witnesses. 

(3). A Rescript. We appoint Chang 


Kuan-chun (oie HE) to the post of 


Senior Supervising Censor of the Board of 
Revenue Division. 

(4) A Decree. The Governor-General of . 
the Two Kwang provinces, Liu K’un-yi, 
recommends certain subordinate military 
officials for reward, in consequence of their 
success in capturing pirates, &c., &c.— 
Let the officers named receive promotion. 

(5) A Decree. The Censor K’ung Hsien- 
ku has addressed to Us a memorial in which 
he represents that the High Councillors of 
the Empire should not be stationed far 
away from the Capital, and begs that 
Ch’ung Ch’i* (ED, whom We have 
appointed Military Lieutenant-Governor 
at Jeh-ho (see Gazetle of 9th July last) 
may be kept in Peking, &., &c. In 
the selection of officers for State em- 
ployment, provincial and metropolitan 
posts are alike important and require 
the services of able men; the Military 
Governorship of Jeh-ho has always been 
considered a difficult and weighty trust, 
requiring care in the selection of its holder ; 
and in appointing Ch’ung Ch’i to that post 
We have not acted without forethought or 
without clearly discerning the requirements 
of the case. When the Censor says that 
‘it is a matter for regret that Ch’ung 


* Note—This Official is a Manchu and was Primus 
(i.e, the best man at a Metropolitan Examination), a 
distinction rarely obtained by a Manchu—only thrice 
we believe during the sway of the dynasty, or 240 years. 
When the late Emperor ‘ung Chih was married, Ch’ung 
Ch’i’s daughter was selected to be the Imperial bride, 
She died shortly after the Emperor in 1874, 








Chi should be employed as it were 
in a far corner of the Empire,” he 
shows a profound ignorance of the prin- 
ciples on which We select men for the 
service of the State. When the Censor 
asks that ‘‘Ch’ung Ch’i may be employed 
at Court, that the Emperor may have 
the benefit of bis character and talents,”* 
We conclude he means that Ch’ung Ch’i 
should be employed in superintending the 
Emperor's studies. But the choice of men 
for duties of such weight rests with Us, 
and it is by no means the Censor’s business 
to make suggestions on such a point. 
And how was it that while Ch’ung Ch’i was 
employed in the Capital, the Censor said 
nothing, but now that he is appointed to a 
provincial post, the Censor remembers in 
such haste that he ought to be given the 
appointment proposed. The Censor’s sug- 
gestions are imprudent and rash in the 
extreme ; they need not be considered. 

(6) A Decree. The same Censor presents 
& memorial in which he shows under several 
heads the evils that arise from the selection 
by persons who have purchased official 
positions of the Prince in which they wish 
to serve; and recommends that a choice 
should be no longer allowed, in order that 
the various abuses may have an end.— 
Referred to the Board of Revenue for 
report. 

(7) A Memorial. Prince Kung reports 
that the Sub-Director of the Court of 


Transmission, Chou Jui-ch’ing ( A Sia ii ), 


who has lately been appointed Chief 
Examiner at the competition for the degree 
of Provincial Graduate in Kwang-tung, was 
one of the Secretaries to the Grand Council. 
There is, therefore, a vacancy in that office, 
and the Prince recommends that Méng 


Chi-hsiin (he! a Secretary of the 


Grand Secretariat be appointed to act as 
Secretary tothe Grand Council, and Hu T’ai- 


fu (A ia) be promoted to the vacancy 


thus caused in the former office.—Rescript : 
Approved. 

(8) A Memorial. The Governor of Shan- 
si, Tseng Kwo-ch’tian, reports that on the 
28th June last rain fell in his province to 
the depth of four or five inches, and that 
there is now some hope that an autumn 
crop may be sown on the ground that failed 
in the Spring. 


* See Legge’s Book of History, Part IV, Bk. VIII, 8— 


BIGOR FR “Open your mind and en- 


rich my mind,” 
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When the Imperial orders were received 
to pray for rain, with the twenty-four sticks 
of Thibetan incense, Wu-t’ai-shan and all 
the important temples were visited by 
officials who offered up _ supplication 
for the much needed moisture. On the 
day after the officer returned from 
Wu-t’ai-shan, the 18th June last, a little 
rain fell ; again on the 22nd June there fella 
few drops; but it was yet almost impossible 
to sow the seed for the autumn crop, and 
Your servant felt very uneasy, when the 
sky became thick with mist and it rained a 
great rain. All night the sky poured down 
the longed for showers ; and on the morning 
of 28th June water was rushing down the 
laves of every house. Your servant, gazing 
anxiously around on the horizon, saw black | 
clouds in every direction; and there is 
reason to believe that the rain was general | 
in the province. Although it is late in the | 
year, country people whom Your servant 
has consulted believe that there is hope for 
an Autumn crop from the ground that failed | 
in the Spring. If rain falls during the 
months of July and August, Your servant, 
believes then Shansi may experience better | 
times —Rescript: We are rendered leas| 
uneasy by the perusal of this Memorial. 
But let the Governor be earnest in prayer 
that the latter rain be not withheld. Let 
him report to us again, 

(9) The Governor-General of Chihli, 
Li Hang-chang, reports than in con- 
sequence of the lateness of the rain and 
the prospect of drought in Chihli he 
has caused prayers to be offered up at 
various temples, and that on the 18th,| 
22nd, 24th, and 28th June rain was very) 
general all over the province. Although 
the spring crop was very deficient there is 
time to sow the seed for the autumn crop, 
and the people are quiet and contented. 
The hot and damp weather to be expected 
at this time of the year causes Your servant( 
some apprehension on the score of locusts ;| 
and he has given strict orders that any 
precaution possible be taken against that 
scourge. 

(10) The Literary Chancellor of Kansu,_| 
Hsu Ying-ku’ei, reports that the examin-| 
ations for the degree of Licentiate for the 
present year have been held throughout) 
the length and breadth of the province. 
He expresses himself satisfied with the! 
educational state of the province, all things) 
considered. There is less trickery than’ 
elsewhere, although even here it is impos- 
sible to say that personation at the various 
examinations does not exist. The province 
is on the borders of the Empire and the 
regulations in the matter of examinations 
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have been rather loosely carried out, but 


he has done his best to improve the state. 


of affairs and believes that he has to some 
extent succeeded. : 

(11) The Governor of Shantung, Chou 
Héng-ch’i, reports the result of an en- 
quiry as to the state of the Grand Canal, 
in the various districts through which 
it passes between the Yellow River and 
Tientsin, and the orders which he has 
given to his subordinates instructing them 
to carry on dredging works with all 
diligence, in order that the transport 
of yrain may be facilitated. The Grand 
Canal is the most important link in the 
chain of water communication by which 
the grain from the North-eastern provinces 
is conveyed to Peking. Since the Yellow 
River changed its course, the bed of the 
Canal has been steadily silted up. Every 
year the Magistrates of the districts through 
which the Canal flows have been ordered 
to dredge the section of the Canal for which 
they are severally responsible. But the 
freshets of the Yellow River are not the 
same every season ; and there is almost cer- 
tain to be deceit exercised in scamping the 
work on the part of some of the officials to 
whom it is entrusted. Accordingly every 
time that a fleet of junks enters the Canal, 
it is a matter of great difficulty to all 
concerned. This year when the tribute 
junks from the South entered this province, 
before the time of the summer freshet, 
the late Governor Wén Ké instructed the 
District Magistrate to dredge that part of 
the Canal for which each was responsible 
with all despatch. When Your servant 
was appointed to the Government of the 
province, he suspected that a lack of 
sincerity might be urged against all the 
officials concerned alike, and he was in 
constant apprehension on the score of the 
Canal. When, therefore, he passed through 
Té-chou on his way to the Provincial 
Capital, he despatched some officers com- 
petent to report on such matters to make a 
secret and careful enquiry into the way in 
which the work had been done, and to 
report to him. Your servant has received 
their report, stating that in the majority 
of cases the results do not correspond to 
the estimates and reports made by the 
Magistrate. On this Your servant, con- 
sidering that the junks to be passed up 
the Canal this year were numerous, and 
that the “stream of the Yellow River 
was feeble, feared that unless some- 
thing was done at once collapse might 
ensue. He accordingly despatched the 
expectant Taotai Wu Ping-cl’iian and 
others to hasten on the work of dredging, 
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with orders to instruct the Magistrates to 
clear the Canal to the required depth by a 
fixed day, under pain of impeachment, 
Your servant has since received a report 
from Wu Taotai in which he states that he 
had with all despatch divided the Canal 
into setions, clearly marked off by poles 
erected at proper distances, and that he 
had urged the Magistrate on with the work 


of dredging, &c., &. But that there 


may be no hitch in the navigation of 
the Canal, it is necessary to know the 
relative height of the water in the Yel- 
low River and in the Canal, and the 
height of the freshet required to carry 
the junks across the Yellow River into the 
Canal. A level was according brought 
into requisition and the depth of the bottom 
inside and outside the entrance of the Canal 
was measured, At present in deep parts 
the Yellow River has four feet of water and 
in shallow parts one foot to a few inches— 
much lower than usual. At the entrance 
to the Canal outside the Ch’ien-k’ou 


(48 [-1) the shoal is three feet four inches 


higher than the level of the water of the 
Yellow River, and the bottom of the Canal 
is on a level with the shoal. Allowing 
for the extra dredging, the bottom of 
the Canal will be two feet odd higher than 
the present level of the water of the Yellow 
River. If then the summer freshet rises to 
a height of eight feet, it may be anticipated 
that the junks will pass the Canal without. 
trouble.—Rescript: Noted. Let the Gov- 
ernor direct the Mayistrate concerned to 
carry on the work of dredging with ull due 
diligence, that navigation may be facilitated. 
Let the Governor report to Us on the 
culpability of those Magistrates who are 
stated to have scamped their portion of the 
work and made false reports as to the 
results effected. 


(12) The Governor of Honan, T’u Tsung- 
ying, reports the steps which he has taken 
to guard against a plague of locusts during 
the present year. The drought which has 
afflicted Honan during last year and the 
early part of this gave cause to apprehend 
that the warm days at the beginning of 
summer would bring into life innumerable 
locusts. The Governor therefore issued 
strict orders to his subordinates that every 
precaution possible should be taken to 
guard against the evil, and that report 
should be made every ten days, stating 
whether there were or were not locusts in 
each district. Reports were subsequently 
received from the following districts (15 
enumerated, chiefly in North of province 
along the course of the Yellow River), stating 


that in shallows and banks of streams 
the spawn* of fish and shrimps was occa- 
sionally found, and now that the warm 
weather had begun, this became seething 
life (i.¢., locusts), but that in this condition 
the insects were easily destroyed and that 
in no part of the province were they in 
ie numbers, &c., &c.—Rescript: Noted. 

t no exertion be spared in order that the 
seed of the locust may be swept from the 
face of the earth. 

July 17th.—A Decree. Not long ago 
the Governor-General of the Two Hu 
Provinces, Li Han-chang, the Governor of 
Hunan, Shao Héng-yii, and the General-in- 
chief of Hunan, Lo Ta-ch’un, put forward 
a joint memorial recommending that an 
additional camp for the instruction of 
irregulars (braves) should be established at 
Ch’ang-té Fu (the Prefecture on West of 
T’ung-ting Lake) and stating that the im- 
portance of the place rendered the presence 
of such a force necessary. We then replied 
that there seemed to be nothing in the 
condition of the province to warrant 
such an addition to the establishment, 
and declined to sanction the proposal. 
Lo Ta-chun has now again addressed 
us on the subject, this time without 
the support of his colleagues. He re- 
peats that the military force of the pro- 
vince is weak and inefficient, and that in 
time of danger it would be difficult to 
reorganize it quickly. If this is so, it is the 
fault of those in command in the province, 
who should select efficient men to fill the 
ranks of the present establishment. We 
believe that Lo’s suggestion arises from 
his wish to profit by the pay and allowances 
which would be issued to such an additional 
force. We cannot sanction the proposition. 
Let the Board report on Lo’s offence that an 
example may be made. 

(2) A memorial. The Governor-General 
of Chihli, acting Salt Commissioner for the 
Tientsin Depét, Li Hung-chang, reports 
that the salt merchants connected with the 
Tientsin Salt Depét have suffered greatly 
by the depression caused in their trade by 
the famine and other calamities of the last 
few years, and that in consequence they 
are unable to pay the extra charges to 
cover former deficits, &c. The Governor- 
General requests that the collection of these 
charges may be postponed for five years, 
in order that the salt merchants may have 
an opportunity of recovering prosperity.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue re- 
port. 

* The Chinese believe that it depends much on 


circumstances into what ‘“‘spawn” turus—sometimes 
fish, eometimes locusts. 
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(3) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River, Li Hé-nién, and the Governor of 
Honan, T’u Tsung-ying, request permission 
to issue honorary tablets to those mem- 
bers of the gentry of the Three Kiang 
who have subscribed towards the relief of 
the famine in Honan and who requested 
that they might not be recommended for 
formal reward.—Rescript : Let the Board 
take note. 

(4) Memorial by the same officers report- 
ing the funds subscribed for the work of 
relief in Honan by certain officials, and 
requesting that they may receive reward— 
Rescript: Let the rewards due according 
to regulation be conferred. 

(5) Memorial by the same officers report- 
ing a donation by a lady towards the 
Honan relief fund, and requesting that His 
Majesty will be pleased to order the issue 
to her of an honorary tablet.—Rescript: 
Granted. 

(6) Memorial by the same officials report- 
ing the meritorious conduct of a District 
Magistrate during the famine, and recom- 
mending him for advancement.—Rescript : 
Granted. 


July 18th._—({1) Rescript. We appoint 
Ming Nyan (SY #) Manchu General-in- 
chief of Kirin. 


(2) Yen Ching-ming, Relief Commissioner 
in Shansi, has presented a memorial in which 


he states that Ngén Ch’éng (AR) and 


T’ung Hua (a), whom we sent on 


duty into Szechuan last year, cost tho 
officials and people of the districts in 
Shansi through which they passed more 











' than a thousand taels a day, in entertain- 


ments and contributions levied by their 
retinue. The Commissioner hears that 
when they reached Shansi their demands 
became still more extravagant. The Com- 
missioner begs to enclose accounts of Ngén | 
Ch’éng and T’ung Hua’s cost to the 
various districts through which they passed 
from the Ngan-yi district in Shansi to 
Huachow in Shensi, etc., etc. Officials 
sent on duty should, at the best of. 
times, be most careful to cause the 
least possible trouble and expense to the 
districts through which they pass. In the 
present case the provinces traversed were 
suffering all the throes of famine, and_ 
particular anxiety should have been showa | 
to press as lightly as possible upon the 
stricken district. . Ngén Ch’éng and T’ung | 
Hua’s extravagance and neglect to control 
their followers are inexcusable. Let the 
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oard report on their offence and its due 
unishment. * 

The rest of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
y two long reports on criminal cases. — 
July 19th.—(1) A Decree. The Relief 
ommissioner in Shansi, Yen Ching-ming, 
as addressed to Us a memorial in which he 
ills attention to the misery caused to the 
sople of Shansi and other provinces by 
aforced assistance in the entertainment of 
ficers who are travelling at the public 


cpense towards their place of employment. | 


. reasonable demand on the people's 
sistance in the case of officials travelling 
n service is necessary and right; but 
scording to the Commissioner the demands 
a the people of Shansi in this respect 
ave lately been so serious as to cause the 
tmost distress—a most discreditable state 
fthings. The Commissioner’s suggestions 
a this subject are not devoid of value. 
he abuses practised by subordinates travel- 
ng on public service, are of many kinds. 
ometimes advantage is taken by the officer 
mcerned of a journey on the public service 
) visit his home; sometimes a servant is 
mt along the route with his master’s 
assport, under the authority of which he 
opresses carts, horses, &c., and then com- 
ounds with the owners for a cash payment 
stead. Let the Governors and Governors- 
eneral of the Provinces take steps to 
‘cure the people against imposition of 
iis sort. 

(2) A Decree. We appoint Ch’i Hsiu 


EX7) Vice-President of the Board of 
unishments at Moukden; and Wén 
h’éng ( BID Assistant Vice-President ; 
hile the latter is absent on duty as Chief 
xaminer let Sung Sén act for him. We 


a 

»point Shih Tséng (fifi ¥p°) Vice-President 
tthe Board of Works at Moukden. 

(3) A Decree. Some weeks ago when 
1e districts around the capital and the 
rovince of Shansi were threatened with 
tought We sent officers to escort the 
‘on Tablet from the Dragon Temple in 
1e Han-tan District in Chihli to the Ta- 
wang-ming Hall within Our Palace, that 
ipplications for rain might daily be made 
efore it. Afterwards when rain had fallen 
the city before the arrival of the sacred 
ablet, We directed that the Tablet should 
8 conveyed to the capital of Shansi. We 
ow hear that an abundant rain has fallen 
1 Shansi, and it is therefore unnecessary 


* [Note—These officials are both Presidents of a Board 
the Capital. They were sent to investigate the Tung 
siang District case in Szechuan (see Gazette of th March 
st) on account of which Wén Ké, the late Governor of 
nantupg and others were degraded.] 
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to escort the Tablet thither. We decree 
that the Tablet be reverently conveyed back 
to the Dragon Temple ; and that a further 
honorary distinction be granted to the 
Spirit which it signifies. Let the Governor- 
General Li see that a suitable official is 
appointed to escort the Tablet back, and 
let ten sticks of Thibetan incense he sent 
to the Dragon Temple to be burnt before 
the Tablet. 

July 20th.—({Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Ngan-huei, Yi Lu, and Judicial 
Commissioner of Kiang-su, Hau Ying-jung 


(at vie $i): had audience. 


(1) A Decree. The acting Military 
Governor of Urumtsi, Kung T’ang (Ay 
iad +) reports on the result of a further 


investigation of the case of some officials, 
who were killed at their posts in the year 
1864 by the Mahometan rebels in the West. 
Amongst others the then Commandant 
at Kurkarausu in Songaria, Wén Yung 


(4l IK); while on his way to the relief 
of Ku-che ( iH), was attacked by rebels 


and slain. His end was a noble one and 
deserving of sympathy. Let the Board 
consider what honors and rewards should 
be conferred upon him. 

(2) A memorial. The Governor-General 
of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, reports on the 
difficulties resulting from the great number 
of those who purchased rank during the 
last few mon’ before the system was 
abolished, and requesting that a further 
period of three months may be Allowed 
before the accounts need be sent in to the 
Board of Revenue. During this period 
purchase of rank by new applicants is not 
to be allowed. It is only an extension of 
the time by which the accounts are to be 
made out and forwarded to head-quarters, 
—Rescript : Granted. Let the Board take 
note. ‘ 

July 21st.—(1) A memorial. The 
Governor-General of the Two Hu Provinces, 
Li Han-chang, reports that the Taotai at 
Ichang, Sun Chia-ku, having been appointed 
Judicial Commissioner for Chékiang, it was 
necessary to appoint an official to carry on 
the work of Sun’s office. The Prefect of 


Wu-ch’ang Fu, Fang Ta-shih FAri®:, 
an upright officer, has been ordered to 
undertake the duties of the office in ques- 
tion temporarily.—Rescript : Approved. 


(t ‘This official is a brother of the new Taotai at 
Wubu, and the sixth son of Ch’i-shan - 


who was thirty years ago one of the most distinguished 
officials of the Empire.] 
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(2) A memorial. Li Han-chang recom- 
mends an addition of Taels 3,000 to the 
enti-extortion allowance of the Governor 
of Peking. This officer4s allowance is at 
present Taels 400, a sum altogether inade- 
quate for the expenses of his office. The 
sum of Taels 3,000 per annum is to come 
out of the funds raised by lekin. If in the 
future the lekin tax should be abolished, 
another source for obtaining the money 
must be found.—Rescript : Approved. Let 
the Board take note. 


July 22nd.—(1) Rescript. We appoint 
Chung Chiin-shéng ($5 BR BE) Senior 


Deputy Supervisor of Instruction, and Chu 


Yu-jan (  St=b AY Junior Deputy Super- 
visor of Instruction. 


(2) A memorial. The Governor of Hu- 
pei, P’an Wei, reports a case of robbery 
with violence. Six burglars broke into the 
dwelling house of Lin Kuei-fén, situated in 
the Ching-shan district. They threatened 
the inmates with violence, and carried off 
all the ready money, jewellery, clothes, etc. 
that they could lay their hands on, For- 
tunately no one in the house received bodily 
injury. The burglary occurred in 1877, 
but until the present time no trace could 
be found of the perpetrators. Out of the 
six concerned, two have been arrested and 
executed on account of other crimes, three 
have been now captured and one has as yet 
escaped justice. In accordance with regu- 
lations the three men taken were executed 
as soog as their trial was completed.— 
Rescript: Let the Board take note, 

(3) A memorial. The Governor-General 
of Fuhkien and Chekiang, Ho Ching, re- 

orts the arrival in Foochow of seven men 
Beloniring to a Loochoo junk that had 
met with bad weather and had been relieved 
by a Government war-vessel. According 
to the account given of themselves by the 
seven men in dane they had started 
with a cargo of sugar for a place called 
Ssii-man, and having met with very bad 
weather they had been carried towards 
Foochow. They were taken, on their 
arrival in Foochow, to the House of Relief, 
and were carefully provided with all 
that they could require. A large Loochoo 
junk happened to be about to start on its 
return journey at the time, and the seven 
men in question were handed over to their 
fellow countrymen to be conveyed home, 
after each man had been given a month’s 
provision of rice according to regulation. 
aed started on 14th June last.—Rescript : 

oted. 
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July 238rd.—A memorial. The acting 
Governor-General of the Two Kiang Pro. 
vinces, Wu Yuan-ping, and the acting Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsu, Lé Fang-ch’i, report a caag 
of smugzling opium on board a Customs 
cruiser by two of the officers.—Rescript 
Let the two sergeants guilty of this offencg 
be banished, one to the Amoor and the 
other to convict settlements in the West. 

There are no documents of interest iy 
this day’s Gazette. 

July 24th.—_(1) Rescript. We appoing 
Wén Haing (30 SAL) a Reader of the Grand 
Secretariat ; Ch’un P’u ED Groom d 


the Library ; and Hsii K’é-kang RFE ap 
Censor for the Shantung Circuit. 

(2) A Decree. The Military Lieutenant 
Governor of Ch’ahar, Mu T’u-shan, im 
peaches four officers of the Ch’ahar tri 
in respect of negligence and carelessn 
in the discharge of their duties, and requ 
that two may be dismissed and two hande 
over to the Board of Punishment.— 
approve the recommendations, 

(3) A memorial. The Governor of Ki 
su, Wu Yuan-ping, reports the present stall 
of the accounts and returns in respect 
the money that has been received sin 
October, 1871, when the system w 
adopted in his province, from the sale 
office. At that time the Board direc! 
that the money received from this sour 
should be apportioned as follows, viz :— * 


3% to Kansu (for the purposes of th 
war in the West.) 

z5 to Kueichow (for the purposes 
the war against Mahometan Rebel 

yp to Ngan-huei. 


The accounts of the wholeamount receiv 
during this period are not yet ready, b 
the Governor will soon be enabled to f 
ward them to the Board, when they 
be compared with the accounts of Kans 
Kueichow, and Ngan-huei, to which p 
vinces all the funds thus received have 
sent.—Rescript : Let the Board take note. 

July 25th.—(1) A Decree. Some mon 
ago We issued a decree upon the report 
Ting Pao-chén on the action of the Gene 
in-chief in Yiinnan, Hu Chung-ho, w 
had dismissed a part of his force beca 
the grain required to pay them was n 
forthcoming, his real reason being [accordii 
to Ting Pao-chén] that he wished to st 
well with the soldiery and people. 
General asked that a fresh enquiry mig! 
be made into his conduct on this occasio 
and We instructed Ngén Ch’éng and T’u 
Hua, while in Szechuan, to report u 
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is case with the several others that re- 
lired investigation. We have now received 
eir report, from which it would seem that 
e General was not to blame in the matter. 
st the Riding Cape be restored to him. 
he punishment meted out to the other 
licials concerned in this case is reduced. 
(2) A Decree. The Military Lieutenant- 
overnor of Ch’ahar, Mu T’u-shan, reports 
deficiency of 350 horses in the Imperial 
wds, under the charge of the Ch’ahar 
ibe. A complaint was made to the 
overnor by one of the officers who had 
yen charged with the care of the herds, 
iat several of the said officers practised 
mning arts by which the Government 
as defrauded of good horses, and they 
ere replaced by bad ones, when it became 
scess: to make up the number. Let 
ie twenty-five of the officers guilty of this 
fence be deprived of their rank and 
weive each one hundred blows with the 
hip, and the ten others be deprived of 
ir rank only. They must all continue 
perform the duties of their office. 
(3) Rescript. We appoint Ho Shou-tz’t 
mior Vice-President of the Censorate. 
[Note.—This was the official degraded in 
[ay last for a questionable connection 
ith a Peking bookseller. } 
(4) The Governor of Chékiang, Mei Chi- 
ta, reports that according to the instruc- 
ons received with regard to the funds to 
e remitted by his province for the ex- 
tnditure of the Central Government 
tring 1880, half the amount of the regular 
ibsidy was sent last month and the other 
alf is to be delivered in Peking without 
ill by the end of the year. Further, Taels 
0,000 were aportioned to the purposes of 
te Central Government out of the lekin 
enue of the province. The Governor 
vw reports that Taels 30,000 of the latter 
nount has been despatched to Peking 
om Shanghai under the charge of an 
ficer, named Hua Ch’éng-yiin, who took 
passage “by steamer as usual.—Let the 
card of Revenue take note. 
(5) The Governor of Kiangsi, Li Wén- 
in, reports on the addition which has 
ten made to the sum payable out of 
te receipt of the Kiukiang Foreign 
ustoms to the revenue of the Central 
overnment, and requests that the pay- 
ent of the additional amount may be 
xtponed until next year. The Governor 
ls received a communication from the 
rand Council informing him that on 7th 
! May last a decree was issued, in reply to 
memorial from the Board of Revenue, 
Mering some additions to the sums 
ryable by the provinces to the -Ex- 
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chequer of the Central Government. 
On the receipt of this despatch, the 
Governor gave the necessary instruction, 
but he has since received a communication 
from the late Superintendent of Customs 
at Kiukiang, Shén Pao-ching, in which the 
latter says that although the requirements 
of the Central Government are paramount, 
every effort must of course be made to 
fulfil them, it is not easy to see how the 
present demand can possibly be met. During 
the last five years the average receipts of 
the Foreign Customs at Chinkiang have 
ranged. from 670,000 to 750,000 Taels. 
Of this sum, j45 of the amount received 
from foreign shipping and 353; of that 
received from the vessels of the China 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation Co. is sent 
to the Treasury of the Board of Revenue. 
Besides, there are the expenses of the 
establishment to be met and various other 
charges, viz., surplus remitted to cover 
difference in weights, the cost of missions 
abroad, and travelling expenses of the 
officers remitting money to Peking, and 
the expense of the Foreign Customs staff, 
amounting to 72,000 Taels; pay of officials 
and underlings of the Customs establish- 
ment 14,000 Taels ; the private allowance of 
the Superintendent 2,800 Taels ; amounting 
in all, including fixed tribute and payments, 
to 500,000 Taels a year. Even granting 
that during the present year the receipts 
will be somewhat larger than the above 
estimate, the balance after deduction of 
the last-named sum _ will only amount 
to some 200,000 Taels. Before the re- 
ceipt of the present Decree, the Board 
of Revenue had ordered that the sum 
of 300,000 Taels [in addition to the 
fixed proportion of receipts referred to 
aed should be sent as tribute to the 
capital, thus completely sweeping away 
the whole balance. The Superintendent 
does not see any other source from which 
the additional 100,000 Taels can be raised. 
The Governor begs therefore that the 
payment of this 100,000 Taels may be post- 
oned until next year.—Rescript : Let the 
oard report on the subject. 


July 26th.—(1) The Governor of Shanai, 
Tséng Kuo-ch’tian, has requested that 
an example may be made of certain 
bad characters in his province, guilty 
of trading in young girls, and other evil 
practices. A tramp, named Chan Wan- 
ngan, previously a “brave,” and a wo- 
man named Wang, née Chang, have 
been engaged in the purchase and sale of 
women and girls. They have further been 
guilty of great cruelty in their treatment of 
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young girls, scorching them with hot irons, 
&c. A man named Yang Kuo-jun has been 
for years a leader of roughs in the provin- 
cial capital, and has given great trouble. 
No crime is too great for him, and he holds 
the law in utter contempt. An example 
should be made of him, that others may 
take warning. Let Chan Wan-ngan and 
Yang Kuo-jun be beheaded ; and let the 
woman be imprisoned for life in her native 
district in Honan. In other respects the 
Governor's recommendations are approved. 

(2) A memorial. The Court of Sacrificial 
Worship reports that on the 10th of August 
next service should be perfurmed in worship 
of the God Fire.—Rescript: Let Ngén-ying 
perform the necessary ceremonies. 

The same Officer reports that the 15th 
August being His Imperial Majesty’s most 
auspicious birthday, an officer should be ap- 
pointed to superintend the service [tu the 
former Emperors of the Dynasty] which 
should be performed in the back chapel of 
the Imperial Temple on the day in question. 
—Rescript: We appoint Ch’ing Ngén to 
perform this duty. . 

(3) A memorial. A Censor on the Shansi 
Circuit, K’ung Hsien-ku, presents a memo- 
rial in which he represents that men of 
sterling worth should not be kept .at a 
distance from the Throne, lest the Sovereign 
lose the advantage to be derived from 
their advice and support, and prays that 
the late appointment of Ch’ung Oh’i to be 
Military Lieutenant-Governor of Jehoh 
may be cancelled. When Your servant 
read in a recent Gazette that C’hung Ch’i 
was appointed Governor of Jehoh, he 
marvelled at the Imperial discretion in 
selecting an able man for a post which 
involves the superintendence of the coloni- 
zation (of the Southern part of the Great 
Hunting Ground), and the control of a 

opulation, amongst whom brigandage has 
hescus a profession. At the same time, 
when Your servant considered the diffi- 
culties which at present beset the Govern- 
ment, and that an able man employed 
at a distance can only benefit a corner of 
the Empire; while if at the Court his 
talents and integrity are constantly at his 
master’s service, so that he becomes a 
gupport in the present and a source of 
benefit to untold generations. When Your 
servant considers all this his mind went 
back to the time of the Han Dynasty, and 
he remembered how when the righteous 
Hsi Ngan was sent forth to rule Huai- 
yang, the unprincipled Chang Hsi got a 
footing at Court, and how, at the time of 
the Sung Dynasty, when Fan Chung was 
sent to inspect the troops in the West, 
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uddhism pr 
ably meant.] And although the tale 
of our present Rulers spare Us the ap} 
hension of so great dangers, still Y 
servant cannot but remember how in 
first year of the reign of His late Maje 
(1862), Wo Jén and Wéng Hsin-te'un 4 
summoned to the Court, and how perh 
not a little of the peace and prosperity 
of the thirteen years of T’ung Chih’s re 
was due to their wise councels. It wo 
indeed seem that the advantages t 
would result from the employment at Cc 
of a man of Ch’ung Ch’i tried integ 
and talents must far exceed those | 
could be expected from his rule at Je 
Your servant would therefore beg { 
Ch’ung Ch’i’s appointment as Governo| 
Jehoh may be cancelled, and that he { 
continue to be employed at Court. Y 
servant begs, moreover, to suggest { 
Ch’ung Ch’i should be employed in im 
diate relations with the Emperor, who! 
then have the full benefit of his chara 
and talents. (For Decree see Gazett 
16th July.) 

July 27th.—(1) A Decree. The Cen 
Liang Chin has addressed to Us a rej 
sentation with regard to Our decree of i 
17th July, handing over the General 
chief in Hunan, Lo Ta-ch’an, to 
Board for punishment. The Censor po! 
out that the Governor-General, Li H 
chang, and.the Governor, Shao Héng: 
joined their recommendations to tha 
the General on the first occasion when! 
addition of the Camp was suggested, { 
he requests that the Governor-General { 
Governor may also be handed over to 
Board fur punishment. We do not ky 
whether the General-in-chief showed 
draft of his memorial to the Govert 
General and Governor before or after 
despatch.—Let the latter officials mal 
truthful report to Us on this-head. | 

(2) The Censor, Téng Ch’ing-lin, rep 
certain defalcations and malpractices on 
part of officials belonging to the Treas 
of the Royal Household. Let Kuang-s 
and P’an Tsu-yin hold an enquiry : 
report to the Throne. : 

(3) A Reader in the Hanlin Co 
Pao-t’ing makes a representation on 
subject of the recent appointment of 
Shon-tz’ti to be Senior Vice-President of, 
Censorate. Ho Shon-tz’ti was degr 
some weeks ago in consequence of his 
nection with the bookseller Li Chung- 
The reason why We appointed him to 
Vice-Presidentship was that his name 
the first on the list submitted to Us by 
Board of Office. It would appear that 


\ 


Jury 27—29.] 


pointment has met with general disap- 
obation, and that his age and infirmities 
ifit him for the office in question. —Let 
o Shon-tz’t vacate the Vice-Presidentship 
the Censorate. 

With regard to the Censor’s accusations 
ainst the officers of the Grand Council, 
at they lightened Ho’s punishment after 
e recent enquiry, and that they endeav- 
red to bring about his reappointment, 
e cannot see that they are guilty in these 
spects.—Let them, however, be doubly 
teful in the future. 

July 28th.—{1) A memorial. The Super- 
tendent of Live-stock and House Duty 
tthe Eastern Division of Peking, Ngan 
s, reports on the receipts of duty from 
e above sources during the year from 
th July, 1878, to 1st July, 1879 (counting 
e intercalary 3rd month of this year, 
actly twelve Chinese months.) 

The receipts during this period have 








en :— 
Live-stock duty ......... Taels 17,981 
House duty ...........006 » 5,179 
Taels...23,160 
hile the amounts of duty required from 
our servant by Regulation are :— 
Live-stock duty ......... Taels 10,008 
House duty ............066 » 5,179 
Taels...15,187 


us giving a balance of Taels 7,973. From 
is sum, however, Taels 6,145 must be 
ducted to cover expenses of various 
scriptions, sanctioned by regulation, thus 
ducing the balance to Taels 1,828. But 
sides the amounts of duty required from 
our servant as above, his office is esti- 
ated for an additional return of Taels 
000, leaving after full payment of 
gular duty, a deficit of 16,172 Taels.* 
he reasons which the Superintendent 
ves for the deficiency are precisely the 
me as those given last year, viz., drought 
id famine, the poverty of the Peking 
‘ople, and the distrust of importers on 
count of the fluctuations in exchange.— 
ecree: Let the Board report. (See Gazette 
‘15th July, 1879.) 

No other documents of interest. 

July 29th._{1) A Decree. A Compiler 
the Han-lin College, Ho Chin-shou, has 
‘esented a memorial in which he reviews 
‘length the various evils from which the 
tate is suffering. In the Government of 
ie State all means possible are taken to 
‘cure a just administration. To this end 
Ye labour ourselves; and the High Officers 


* The deficit last year was Tuels 16,212. 
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of the Central and Provincial Governments 
are men to whom We believe the interests 
of Our subjects can safely be intrusted. 
As abuses become known, they must be cor- 
rected ; but it is against the spirit of Our 
rule to be for ever engaged in discovering 
small delinquences. 

The cases to which Ho Chin-shou calls 
attention are the following :— 

1.—The late deficit of rice in the Peking 
Granaries, for which the Superintendent of 
Grain, Pi Tao-yuan, and others, were, on 
the recommendation of the Board, held 
responsible. They were further degraded 
one step. The Compiler is wrong whén he 
states that they were only punished by the 
forfeiture of three months’ pay. 

2.—The case of robbery with violence 
outside the Tung-hua Mén in Peking. With 
the exception of their leader, the pe 
trators of this outrage have all been tried 
and banished. Let the officers responsible 
not rest until they have captured the leader 
of the gang. 

3.—The burglary committed at the resid- 
ence of the President of the Board of War, 
Kuang-shou, the perpetrators of which have 
not yet been captured. Leta date be fixed 
by which the officers responsible must pro- 
duce these men, under pain of severe 
punishment. 

4.—The case of a Secretary in the Board 
of Punishments, Chu Yin-ku, who being 
charged with the trial of the Liu Chin-hua 
case, was accused of certain malpractices in 
connection therewith, and who, according 
to the Compiler, has not been punished. 
In this he is wrong, Chu Yin-ku has been 
dismissed from his office. 

5.—The case of the Censor Téng Ching- 
lin, who tried under false pretences to 
lighten the punishment of a criminal named 
Chan Ch’i-lun, who has since been strangled. 
Let an enquiry be at once held and this 
case settled. 

6.—An Inspector of Police in the capital, 
Han Shih-chiin, whom the Compiler accuses 
of extortion, &c., has not been impeached 
by the officers under whom he serves. Let 
them report upon his conduct. 

7.—A timber merchant and builder, 
Wang Hai, was engaged in erecting His 
late Majesty's Tomb, and was therefore 
recommended for an honorary distinction. 
He is a trader and not a man of low origin, 
and there was no reason why he should not 
be recommended. The Compiler is wrong 
in this case. 

8.—In selecting men for advancement, 
attention should be paid only to their 
diligence in the discharge of their duties, 
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and the accident of birth should neither 
tell for or against an aspirant. 

9.—The case of Hu Kuang-ying (Hu 
Taotai), who having purchased foreign 
wospone for use in the West, and thereby 
rendered as good service as if he had been 
fighting in the vanguard, was allowed to 
wear the Yellow Riding Cape. Subse- 
quently he was recommended to Our notice 
as having rendered material assistance, 
together with the Prefect Li Chin-yung, in 
the work of famine relief. He, however, 
suggested’ to the Governor-General and 
Governor of Kiangsu, that Li Chin-yung 
should be granted audience (and conse- 

uently promotion) ; and the Governor- 


eneral and Governor followed his sug- 


gestion, and requested that Li Chin-yung 
might be granted audience, to which We 
assented. The Board has since recom- 
mended that audience should be refused 
to Li Ohin-yung, and that punishment 
should be inflicted on the Governor- 
General, Governor and Hu Kuang-yung, 
the latter because he offered a suggestion 
which he had no right to make, and the 
others because they followed it. 

10.—The case of the woman named Lin, 
née Tai, of Fuhkien, which has been pending 
for eight years and is not yet settled. We 
issued a decree a few days ago ordering the 
trial of this case. We now fix a period of 
three months for its settlement ; if at the 
expiration of this time it be not concluded, 
punishment will be inflicted on the Fuhkien 
authorities. 

11.—During last year the Censor, T’ang 
Shu-nan, called attention to the trouble 
that was being given in Hunan by the pro- 
ceedings of certain worthless persons. We 
at that time directed the authorities to 
look into the matter, and they have since 
reported that the people are now quiet and 
orderly. 

12.—With regard to the application of 
the General-in-chief of Hunan, Lo Ta-ch’un, 
that an additional camp should be formed 
in that province, We have issued a Decree 
directing the Governor-General and Gov- 
ernor of Hunan to report on their share 
in the transaction. 

13.—The case of Li Yang-ts’ai, the rebel, 
who while yet in Our service, stated in an 
official report that in the Tartar General’s 
despatches mention is made of his having 
been deceived by the Governor and one of 
the Intendants of the province. On this, 
the Governor-General Liu K’un-yi reported 
that the only foundation for Li’s allegation 
was that the Governor of Kwangsi had 
declined to recommend that he should be 
keptin that province. Li cannot say that he 
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had been forced to rebel by the action of the 
Governor. When the Compiler says that the 
Governor-General should have impeached 
the Governor and General-in-chief because 
they have done nothing in the matter of 
Li’s rebellion, he is certainly ignorant thai 
the General Féng Tze-ts’ai on several 
occasions followed the rebels into thei 
dens of retreat and has captured Li Yang 
ts’ai’s family, a not insignificant success. 

14.—In the case of the General-in-chie' 
in Yiinnan, Hu Chung-ho, We directed 
Ngén Ch’éng, &c., to report to:-Us on the 
matter, and the result was that the General 
was acquitted of blame and We decreed 
the return to him of the Riding Cape. 

15.—The case of the murder of a Prefect 
in Yiinnan, settled in the year 1874. The 
Compiler alleges that an official named Yang 
Yu;k’é bribed a Peking offictal to keer 
things quiet in the capital with regard tc 
his connection with this case. Let the 
Compiler report to Us to whom it was 
that the bribe was given. 

16.—The General-in-chief, Wang Chao- 
nan, is one of those punished under the 
Szechuan Tung-hsiang district case. As 
soon as the Decree (published to-day) 
reaches the province, let the General be 
forwarded to his place of banishment on 
the Amoor. 

17.—The Brigade-General at Chii-chou 
in Chekiang, Yii Chiin-ming, although he 
has his own duties to look after, has been 
appointed by the Governor, Mei Chi-chao, 
to the Hang-chia-hu naval command. 
Let the Governor report to Us why he 
thought it necessary to appoint this officer 
to the duties in question. 

With regard to the Compiler’s strictures 
on the conduct of the various officials of 
the Empire—that in appointments there is 
favoritism, and on all sides a disposition 
to shield the guilty ; that the truth is often 
withheld from Our notice and that the 
Censors have yet not the courage to speak 
out—in all this We fear there is some truth. 
Let the servants of the Crown remember 
the responsibilities which attach to oflice 
and strive to fulfil them. 

(2) The Board of Office has reported on 
the punishment to be inflicted on the two 
officials who allowed their servants to 
practise extortion in Shansi, in the early 
part of this year. Tho Board recommends 
thatt hey should be degraded three steps. 
We consider this punishment too light 
to meet the requirements of the case. 
That a warning may be given to others. Let 
Ngén Ch’éng, President of the Board of 
Ceremonies, and T’ung Hua, President of 
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e Censorate, be deprived of their rank, 
it retained at their posts. 

(3) A Decree. Ch’én Ci, Literary Chan- 
lor in Shensi, retires in ill-health, and 
an Kung-hsii is appointed in his place. 
(4) A Decree. The Board of Revenue 
w reported of the Governor of Shansi’s 
oposition that the sale of office should 
’ continued for six months longer and 
e proceeds devoted to the relief of the 
stress caused in his province by the famine. 
be sale of office can no longer be allowed, 
it in view of the necessities of Shansi 
'e decree that the following grants of 
oney shall be made to that province, and 
‘e command the Governor to exercise the 
eatest vigilance that the people get the 
ll benefit from the sums in question :— 
The Board of Revenue to forward 
om this Exchequer......... 200,000 Taels. 
the land-tax of Shansi 30,000. ,, 
the lekin of Ngan-huei 30,000 _ ,, 


99 9999 Kiangsi wae 30,000 ” 
» 9) Lekin and salt-tax of 

Hupei ............ 40,000 ,, 
» lekin of Hunan ......... 20,000 ,, 
», salt-tax of Szechuan... 30,000 ,, 
rom the funds owing by 
Chekiang, Kwangtung, 
Fuhkien, Kiangsu, each 
30,000 Taels.............0000 120,000 ,, 


Total, Taels... 500,000 


(5) The Board of Punishments reports 
1 the Tung-hsiang district case in Sze- 
wan, and the punishment to which the 
sons concerned have rendered them- 
lves liable. It will be remembered that 
consequence of a false report made by 
.e Magistrate of this district, a number of 
peaceable inhabitants were killed by a 
ind of soldiers who were sent against 
em under the belief that they were 
bels. The following ave the punishments 
flicted :—The District Magistrate and the 
eneral-in-chief to be beheaded after the 
itumn assize; two Prefects banished to 
ashyaria for life ; two acting Generals-in- 
ef and a Brigade-General banished to 
e Amoor ; a Brigade-General banished to 
mvict Stations in the West; a Prefect 
id a district Magistrate dismissed ; three 
icentiates and a Major banished to the 
mvict Settlements in the West; the late 
overnor-General Wén Ké6 and the present 
overnor-General Ting Pao chén handed 
ver to the Board for punishment. 

(6) A Memorial. The Superintendent 
‘ Live-stock and House duty for the 
Testern Division of Peking, Jung Ch’iian, 
‘porta on the receipts of his office during 
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the period from 12th July, 1878, to 1st 
July, 1879. The result is a deficit on the 
whole estimate, including the extra asseas- 
ment of Tls. 5,897*.—Decree: Let the 
one report. (See Gazette of 15th July, 
1879.) 

July 30th.—(1) A memorial. The 
Famine Commissioner of Shansi, Yen 
Ching-ming, reports the conduct of two 
high officers who, on their way through 
Shansi, neglected to control their servants, 
and although the province was suffering 
from one of the most dreadful famines on 
record, were the cause of additional misery 
to the unfortunate inhabitants of the dis- 
tricts through which they passed. The 
grounds of this accusation will be found 
in the translation of the Decree printed 
in the Gazette of 18th July. The officials 
accused, Ngén Ch’éng, and T’ung Hua, 
were degraded by a Decree in the Gazette 
29th July. 

The only noticeable feature in this 
memorial is an incidental reference to the 
assistance rendered by foreigners in the 
relief of the stricken districts. The Com- 


missioner’s words are :— Ah re 3 AIF 
APERR ‘and even foreigners 


of the outer nations brought money to 
distribute in charity.” 

August 1st.—{1) A memorial from Mei 
Ch’i-chao, Governor of Chékiang, request- 
ing the bestowal of honorary rewards 
according to the usual scale upon a number 
of officials and gentry who have contributed 
Tis. 15,600 towards the repair of the wall 
of the district town of Lung-yu, that was 
almost destroyed on the occasion of its 
recapture from the rebels ; the restitution 
of an important sluice, reconstruction of 
the horse archery ground, etc., etc.—No 
other documents of importance. 

August 2nd.—(1) Memorial from Yén 
Ching-ming, Famine Commissioner in 
Shansi, reporting that the import of grain 
into the province from the South has 
now been brought to a conclusion, and 
praying for permission to return to his 
home to recruit his health. At the end of 
1877 he was ordered to go to Shansi to 
superintend the distribution of relief, and 
though in bad health at the time, he did 
not venture to disobey His Majesty's com- 
mands. His labours were considerably 
lightened by the assistance afforded him by 
the Governor Tseng Kuo-ch’iian, who 
shared memorialist’s task and arranged that 
he should reside at Yiin Ch’éng in the 

(*) The deficit last year was Ta, 6,000 (see Gazette 
of 9th August, 1878), 


104 


southern portion. of the province. The 
amounts of grain it was proposed respec- 
tively to allot to the various departments 
and districts have now been supplied, 
and the wheat harvest being on the point 
of being gathered, the people are in a 
position to secure a scanty subsistence, and 
relief has accordingly ceased. Careful 
supervision has reduced fraud in distribu- 
tion and receipts of relief to a minimum, 
but the numbers dealt with were so large 
that it has been impossible to secure 
absolute freedom from irregularity, and the 
fluctuating number of those relieved, owing 
to deaths on the one hand, and increase of 
applicants for aid on the other, rendered it 
difficult to guarantee the absence of all 
fraud on the part of the villagers relieved. 
Memorialist, being powerless himself to 
check the distribution, availed himself of 
the aid of the officials and gentry, and any 
detected frauds on their part have all 
been punished by the Governor. The 
following return is submitted :—Grain 
of every kind purchased in the South 
and imported into Shansi, 67,760 piculs ; 
distributed, 7,295 piculs at a cost of 
Tis. 46,611, or Tls. 6.3.8.9.2 per picul; 
issued for sale at reduced rates in 16 de- 
partments and districts, 60,465 piculs, 
which realised Tls. 114,894, being a loss of 
Tis. 1.9 per picul. The total cost of the 
grain gratuitously distributed and that sold 
at reduced rates amounted to Tis. 161,505. 
With regard to the question of excessive 
land tax, corvée, &c., to which the attention 
of the Governor was called on the repre- 
sentation of the Censor Kuo Ts’ung-chii, 
this matter has already been taken in hand 
by the Governor. The state of memo- 
rialist’s health, moreover, renders him 
incapable of rendering much assistarice 
even if it were required, and as the Gov- 
ernor can dispense with his aid, memo- 
rialist would humbly crave His Majesty’s 
permission to return home to recruit his 
health. By His Majesty’s bounty he has 
been allowed to remain thirteen years in 
his native place, and he.is earnestly desir- 
ous of presenting himself once more at 
Court, but his old maladies are too deep 
seated and his cough and asthma are still 
one in spite of the short periods of 
eave that were granted him last winter. 
He is so weak that he is compelled 
to move about his room with the aid 
of a stick and is unfit to travel in 
a cart.—Rescript : It is noted. The Vice- 
President in question has endured fatigue 
and unpopularity, and his complaint 
is not yet cured. Let him recruit himself 
with a quiet mind, and as soon as he has 
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recovered let him come to the capital ang 
present himself before Us. : 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-Geners 
of the Two Kwang provinces, reporting thal 
he has sent forty-seven Luochooans to Foot 
chow, their vessel having been driven bf 
stress of weather on to the Kwangtung coagl 
at Hsii-wén Hsien, while returning to th 
island of Pa-chung-shan from the capital 4 
Loochoo, where they had been to pay tribut4 
Their original number was fifty-three, br 
three died on the road from Hsii-wén Haie 
to Canton and were buried at the place q 
their decease. On their arrival at Cantos 
quarters were rented for the fifty survivoy 
by the district Magistrate, and the Finat 
cial Commissioner was instructed to se! 
out to each man a daily allowance of ong 
pint of rice and one candareen of silver fo 
the purchase of salt and vegetables, af 
rangements being made in accordance wit 
presen for their being forwarded & 

‘cochow. During their stay in Canto 
three of them died, and as their comrade 
stated in writing that they did not wish t 
convey the remains to their own country; 
these were buried in Government groum 
at Canton. The forty-seven survivors were 
in due course, sent to Hongkong und 
charge of a wei-yuan, to be forwarde 
by steamer to Foochow. At Hongkon 
another of them fell sick and was taken t@ 
the Wén Hua Hospital, where he died 
The body was buried ina shallow grav 
and a board put up to mark the place, s§ 
that the relatives of the deceased might, i 
they liked, go to Hongkong and take thi 
body back. A return of the expendit 
incurred in the relief of these shipwrecket 
people is forwarded to the Board of Re 
venue.—Rescript : Noted. 

August 3rd.—(1) A decree sentencin 
Ts’ai Féng-nien, Intendant of the tea an 
salt duty collectorate in Szechuen, 
dismissal for irregularities and malfeasane 
in office. 


(2) Sung Fan ye se is appointed tq 
the vacancy created above. 

(3) Ch’ing Ch’un, Tartar General a 
Foochow, is permitted to vacate his post 
on the ground of ill-health. j 

(4) The following appeal case is reported 
by the Court of Censors:—Kuo Kao-ch éngy 
a traitor in a district town in Szechuen 
had some clothes brought to him to alter, 
which, unknown to himself, had bee 
stolen. They were found in his shop by; 
the police, who arrested him and took him 
before the Magistrate. He gave the name off 
the person who had left the clothes with him, 
and on this individual being summoned he} 
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cknowledged the theft and exonerated the 
silor, who was released with a present of 
:000 cash from the Magistrate. Some 
elatives of the thief being men of position, 
hey bailed him out, and got the tailor ar- 
ested again on a false charge of being the 
ctual thief after all, when the accusation 
gain broke down and the tailor was released 
rom custody and placed in an inn to await 
he presence of his accusers in Court. These, 
fraid of the consequence of their calumny, 
revailed upon certain of the official runners 
o torture the tailor to death in order that 
tis evidence might be suppressed. They 
lid so, and the brother of deceased, failing 
o obtain redress for the murder of his 
other, appealed to Peking. 

(5) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
thang and the Governors of Shansi and 
Honan conjointly. Ch’ao-chow and Formosa 
we distant places on the seaboard, very far 
rom Shansi and Honan, while, although 
he inhabitants of the ports in the Southern 
deean are all natives of Kwangtung or 
Fuhkien, in the case of California a dist- 
mice of nearly 80,000 or 90,000 Ji has to 
be traversed in going and returning, and 
wen Annam, Siam, Manila, and Singapore 
we distant some 20,000 or 30,000 li. en 
they heard of the untoward drought in 
Shansi and Honan which was causing their 
Sacred Master anxiety by day and night, 
there were none of the gentry and common 
people whose conscience was not aroused, 
and they contributed money to repay [the 
debt they owed to their country] and do 
her gratuitous service. In this way about 
Tis. 30,000 were contributed, for which the 
mbscribers did not venture to ask for 
reward. So great an anxiety for the public 
good, and such a love of patriotism, must 
certainly have been prompted by sincere 
motives. Although application is now 
being made for the bestowal of honorary 
rewards upon those concerned, as the sums 
contributed towards the famine amount in 
the aggregate to over a million, and a com- 
paratively large number of individuals have 
been energetic in the matter, while the 
time for the cessation of the purchase 
system is close at hand, those officials and 
gentry in the more distant parts cannot 
well be discovered and recommended to His 
Majesty within the given time, and the 
result will be that the names of the majority 
will be left out. At the same time, if their 
efforts are allowed to sink into oblivion, 
it seems to memorialists that an insufficient 
stimulus will be afforded for future energy 
in a similar direction. It occurs to them 
that the bygone acts of charitable and 
benevolent gentry are invariably noted for 
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future record in the topographical annals 
of all the prefectures and districts through- 
out the Empire, that they may be read and 
enjoyed hereafter. After careful con- 
sideration, therefore, they propose, with 
His Majesty’s permission, in the case of 
the omission of the names of individuals 
who have been energetic in heading sub- 
scription lists with large amounts, provided 
that the lives of these men are such as to 
warrant their being set forth as a pattern 
to others, to write to the high authorities 
and local officials of the provinces to which 
these people respectively belong, and re- 
quest them to place their services on record. 
When in course of time the period for the 
revision of the topography arrives, the 
names and deeds of these individuals can 
be severally inserted therein, as a stimulus 
to others hereafter.—Rescript : Noted. 


August 4th.—(1) MuT’u-shan 
is appointed Tartar General at Foochow, 
and Ching Féng is ordered to 
succeed him as Governor of Ch’ahar. 


(2) Decree in answer to a memorial from 
Wang Hsien-ch’ien, Reader of the Han-lin, 
who represents that care should be taken 
that the privilege of addressing the Throne 
should not be abused, and prays that a 
decree in this sense may be issued, in order 
tu maintain the integrity of the constitu- 
tion. The Government has afforded great 
facilities for the submission of remarks [by 
its officers], and representations on any 
subject never fail to meet with attention 
and to be given effect to when such is 
called for. This privilege has been much 
abused of late by those who possess 
it, but, in consideration of the courage 
that prompted these representations, a 
patient hearing has been accorded to 
all, and such action taken as occasion 
called for. A doubt, however, arises lest 
ignorant persons may conclude that the 
Court will accept any reproof that may be 
offered, with the result that individual 
opinions are submitted at random, to the 
utter subversion and confusion of right 
and wrong, and an opening is gradually 
afforded for [mutual recrimination and] 
attack ; or, even worse, for ‘‘this man to 
sing and the other to cap his rhyme” until 
the burden of their song becomes matter 
of common talk, and party divisions arise 
to the great detriment of public morality. 
In the 8th year of the reign of Ch’ien Lung, 
the Censor Tsou Yi-kuei called attention to 
the unwarranted interference in matters 
under the consideration of different Boards 
that was displayed by Censors and the like 
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before the decision of the Board was re- 
ceived, and a decree was issued ordering [a 
cessation of this peaceicels which, naturally, 
should be obeyed for all time. In future, 
therefore, those officers who are allowed 
to speak, will confine their attention to 
constitutional defects and matters affecting 
the interests or well-being of the people. 
They are likewise prohibited from hasty 
or ill-advised interference in questions 
that are committed to the Board for con- 
sideration when these are no business of 
their own, and they are forbidden to follow 
suit one after the other [on any subject 
that may be broached by any of their 
colleagues. } 

(2) The Court of Censors report the 
following appeal case :—Hé Ngén-chien, a 
native of Shantung holding the title of 
Yiin Ch't Yu (the 8th grade of hereditary 
rank) complains as follows:—‘“I am 
32 years of aye, and come from Lin-ch’ing 
Chou in Shantung. In the year 1854 my 
father, who was a trainband captain, lost 
his life at the attack on Lin-ch’ing made 
by the rebels, and so distinguished himself 
that he was created a Yiin Ch’s Yu. As his 
eldest son I succeeded to the title, and in 
the year 1871 I joined the garrison at 
Lin-ch’ing to learn my military duties. 
The Major in command, whose one idea 
was self-enrichment, paid me only Tis. 11 
at the end of nearly a year’s service, 
instead of the Tls. 19.2.1, to which I 
was entitled; and, again, only paid me 
Tis. 12.3 as my salary for the spring and 
autumn. A fellow Yin Chi Yii was treated 
in the same manner, and we made a joint 
complaint to the Major, who took a dislike 
to us in consequence and falsely declared 
that as our Jvi-li, or papers, had not 
arrived, he was not allowed to issue full 
pay to us. The mother of my colleague 
complained to the Financial Commis- 
sioner of these deductions in her son’s 
pay, and he referred the matter to the 
Prefect of Chinan. The Major, knowing 
well that his excuses were false, got hold of 
my colleague and kept him in hiding so 
that he could not appear at the enquiry, 
and, finally, forced him to poison himself. 
The Major again issued reduced pay to me 
in the year 1874, and finally, turned me 
out of the garrison on the ground that I 
delayed to present myself at a certain 
military inspection ordered ,by Imperial 
Decree.” —Referred in the usual manner. 

August 5th.—(1) A decree refusing an 
application from the Governor of Jeh-ho 
for the bestowal of a button of the 2nd 
grade upon the Taotai of Jeh-ho, who has 
been painstaking in the performance of his 
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duties. The Taotai in question was allowed 
a second term of office on the recommend- 
ation of the Governor. The capture of 
mounted robbers and work of a like nature 
by the Taotai during his incumbency was 
a part of the duties he had to perform, 
There is no occasion to consider his claim to 
the bestowal of a button of the 2nd grade. . 

(2-3) Decrees remitting the penalties ta 
which the Superintendents of Live-stock 
and House duty have rendered themselveq 
liable by their failure to render the full 
amount of their respective surplus asseasy 
ments. (See Gazette of 28th July.) ‘ 

(4) Hwang Shao-c’hun, Commander-in-+ 
chief in Chékiang, reports having giver 
over charge of his duties to his somporaiy 
successor. 

(5) Yi Chiin-ming, General of the Ch’iiw 
chou Brigade, reports his arrival at Ningpo, 
and his assumption of the acting post of 
Commander-in-chief in Chékiang on the 
29th June. ’ 

August 6th._({1) A decree in answer 
a Censor who complains of the amount 
theft that goes on in the Governm 
Granaries at Peking and T’ungchow, 
points out the necessity of exercisi 
stricter supervision over the underlings 
employed there. The Superintendents of 
the Granaries are called upon to keep # 
careful watch and to deal with any dis 
honesty in a summary and severe manner. | 
The clerks employed at tle Granaries are| 
to be secured, as provided by the regula 
tions, by a bond from their neighbours. 

(2) A decree dismissing a Police Magis- 
trate in the northern division of the 
metropolis who has been denounced by t 
Court of Censors for exaggerating the im-, 
portance of matters that come under his 
control, exacting money from people in his{ 
jurisdiction for the construction of a 
honorary tablet to himself and a complisi 
mentary umbrella, and summoning titular 
officials by warrant. 

(3) Along memorial from Ngén Ch’én 
and ‘I’ung Hua, the High Gs araissiaien 
who have been engaged in investigating ai 
series of charges in Szechuen against the; 
Governor-General. On their way to Szechuea 
they received a decree instructing them to 
go to Yiinnan on the completion of their: 
mission in Szechuen, and make enquiry im 
the former province into a charge brought 
against the Governor by the Censor P’st 
Ting-sin, of showing favour to Hunan 
braves, and sheltering them from the con- 
sequences of their misdoings. At the. 
conclusion of their work in Szechuen they | 
went to Yiinnan Fu, which city they 
reached on the 16th June, and set to work 
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ith the aid of their secretaries to go care- 
ily: through the documents connected 
ith the case. In the first instance, the 
tovernor-General Ting Pao-chéng had been 
alled upon to investigate the -Censor’s 
harges, and on the strength of his report 
he Commander-in-chief was deprived of 
is Yellow Riding Jacket, and the Salt 
ntendant ordered to Peking. (See Gazette 
f 10th July, 1878.) These officers pro- 
seted against the injustice of the penalties 
vflicted on them, and the High Commis- 
ioners were directed to make ‘further 
nquiries. These have resulted in con- 
rming the Governor-General’s report. 
‘he statements of the Governor-General 
ith regard to these officers are gone into at 
mgth, and their accuracy established by 
remorialists, who have made them the sub- 
xt of personal enquiry. 

August 7th.—(1) A decree acknow- 
idging receipt of a supplementary list of 
ames of officers who lost their lives in the 
efence of various towns in Ili during the 
ears 1864-1866, for whom posthumous 
onors are solicited by Tso Tsung-t’ang. 
here are eighty-three names in all, and the 
at is headed by those of Sa Ling-ah, 
mperial Agent at Kuché, and T’ok’o- 
mai, Commandant of the Oeceléts or 
ialmucks. 

(2) A decree consenting to the compila- 
ion of the official biography of Lin Ta- 
h’tian, late acting Prefect of T’ai-pei Fu 
1 Formosa, and Li Ping-show, late Prefect 
f Lu-chow Fu in Anhui. 

(3) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, 
tovernor of Shansi, praying that permis- 
ion may be granted to extend the sale 
f substantive appointments to assistant 
fagistracies and minor metropolitan offices 
ith feathers and the like decorations, 
w a further period of six months. On 
sxeipt of the decree ordering abolition 
f purchase, it was of course given effect 
>», but at that time the tribute grain 
»rwarded from Shantung had not been all 
istributed, and final contributions from 
ifferent provinces were continually coming 
1, 80 that the starving people could depend 
pon these sources for preservation from 
eath, and the ‘puckered brow could be 
alaxed ” for a while. Memorialist and his 
taff engaged in daily exercise of prayer, 
nd instructed the various district and 
epartment Magistrates to urge the farmers 
> sow their corn with extra care, in the 
ope that with the aid of a good harvest of 
‘second wheat,” the food supply of the 
wople might be slightly enriched, and 
ome prospect entertained of commenc- 
pg taxation at the first mang, or period, 
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so that all sources of income might not 
be cut off. It would seem, however, that 
memorialist’s moral worth was so scanty, 
and his good fortune so shallow, that 
he could not move Heaven to conciliation ; 
for from the commencement of Spring 
drought prevailed as badly as ever in the 
four prefectures of T’ai-yuan, Fén-hsi, 
P’ing-yang and Ho-chow ; the second crop 
of wheat has withered, and all hope of a 
harvest is nearly lost. In the five prefectures 
of Tsé-chow, Lu-an, P’u-chow, Chiang-chow 
and Chieh-chow, waste land abounds, but 
has not been cultivated to any extent, so 
that although a small amount of rain has 
been obtained, the quantity sown does not 
equal 30 per cent. of ordinary years, while 
there is only three, four or five tenths, as 
the case may be, of a full crop. As wheat 
is not in the habit of being grown in the 
country to the north of T’ai-yuan Fu, no 
spring harvest is gathered in that part. 
This accurately represents the fact that, 
although taxation has been renewed for the 
first period throughout the whole of the 
province of Shansi, the receipts have not 
been large. On the 28th and 30th June 
and following days, rain fell throughout the 
T’ai-yuan prefecture to a saturation of five 
or six inches, but the summer solstice hav- 
ing already past, it came too late. When 
the various departments and districts set 
to work to plant a supplementary autumn 
crop, the question of the provision of 
plough oxen and seed corn by the Govern- 
ment came under consideration, but, alas! 
the treasury was clean empty and no means 
of raising funds could be devised. If memo- 
rialist were to sit quietly down and watch the 
people sink down from exhaustion [without 
putting out a hand to help them] or taking 
thought for their great need, this would 
be a poor return for the gracious preserva- 
tion that has been accorded them by His 
Majesty for years in succession, and the 
people would lose all hope of a harvest 


- for the present year, a state of things that 


His Majesty would not endure to see nor 
the memorialist venture to permit. Last 
year over eighty departments and districts 
were in receipt of relief, and the houses 
of the inhabitants were long ago com- 
pletely bare ; so that even if the means were 
afforded them of planting a supplementary 
crop they would still have to go through 
a long interval between summer and au- 
tumn, with the additional uncertainty as to 
the weather and the harvest that would be 
gathered. Last year, for instance, in spite 
of a heavy fall of rain in the month of 
May,a great drought ensued, which caused _ 
all previous efforts at cultivation to be 
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utterly thrown away, for not a grain of 
harvest was gathered. The rain of the 
28th June has given tle people great con- 
solation and hope, but no one can venture 
to predict a good harvest because a chance 
fall of rain has been obtained. Granted 
even that their hopes are realised, the 
people are in such a state of present dis- 
tress, that if they are suffered to wait with 
empty bellies until their crops are ripened 
under the westerly winds of autumn, there 
is every reason to fear that many lives will 
be sacrificed during the months that inter- 
vene. Hence it will be seen that a neces- 
sity exists for the further provision of relief. 
Again, matters of re-organisation, such as 
re-occupation of deserted lands, purchase 
of plough oxen, supply of seed corn, and 
restitution of grain to storehouses, each 
and all require the expenditure of large 
sums; while the maintenance of the pro- 
vincial army, the carrying on of the postal 
service, and the like, the funds for which 
are derived from the land tax, have also 
to be considered. Since relief commenced, 
receipts have become but a shadow (or figure 
of speech), and, when pressure arises, there 
is nothing for it but to draw upon the con- 
tribution funds now that the purchase system 
has been abolished and exterior sources 
of income have been cut off; and as it is 
impossible to hope for half the land tax due, 
internal prospects are gloomier than ever. 
The memorialist goes on to say that he can 
think of no other means of supplying the 
wants of the province than by the sale of 
office. While recognising the excellence of 
the motives which prompted Their Majesties 
to order its abolition, and admitting his 
obligation to carry out these orders, he 
would submit that it is in the higher 
grades of provincial officials, such as 
Taotais, Prefects and Magistrates, that 
purity and integrity is more particularly 
required, and any scheme for the puri- 
fication of the administration these grades 
would require especial attention. The 
case of assistant Magistrates and miscel- 
laneous officers in the lower grades is 
different, as these have no territorial juris- 
diction, and are not on the same footing as 
officers who are entrusted with an official 
seal, and hold a regular appointment. He 
would propose, therefore, that permission 
be accorded to allow these appointments, 
with minor posts in the Court of Imperial 
Entertainment, with the decoration of the 
feather, to be disposed of by sale for 
a further period of half a year. The 
memorialist has a further request to make, 
and that is, that the present rates charged 
for the transfer of expectants of office from 
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one class to another, which are really pro 
hibitive, may be so modified as to indu 
expectants to purchase the privilege. 

that the permission formerly granted t 
Taotais, Prefects and Magistrates to p 
chase the privilege of selecting a provin 
in which to serve, may be restored f 
six months and the proceeds handed ov 
to the Shansi relief fund.—Rescript i 
appended, directing the Board of Revenw 
to consider these proposals and report 
them with all despatch. 

August 8th.—(Court Circular.) 
Board of Civil Office submits a copy of t! 
autumn official list. 

(1) A second decree on the subject 0 
representations by Censors and the like 
in reply to a suggestion from the Censo 
Li Jui-fén that penalties shall be inflict 
on any who by misleading statement 
induce confusion of the administration 
Expressions of opinion have been freel 
invited from those whose privilege it i 
to submit with such a multiplicity o 
matters as daily come under the notice of 
Court, it is quite possible that omissio 
or errors may occur of late, there have no! 
been wanting many to avail of themselv 
of this privilege, amongst whom some hav 
been hasty and ill-advised. The Court i 
of course able to discriminate between th 
accuracy and inaccuracy, the expediency o 
the reverse, of all remarks or suggestions, 
but it may happen that different version 
may be given of one story, and a diversity 
of arguments brought forward; that on¢ 
person may make a statement and anothei 
annoy the Court by following the sam 
tune, giving rise to much talk and gossip 
Fortunately, the tendency to banded attacl 
upon [one individual] that existed in thi 
Ming dynasty has not displayed itself during 
the present one, but at the same time precau: 
tions against the gradual introduction o| 
such a tendency cannot be neglected. Th¢ 
remarks of the Censor Wang Hsien-li 
upon the necessity of guarding agai 
abuse of the privilege not being withou 
reason We lately issued a decree on thé 
subject—(See Gazette of 7th August.) | 

LiJui-f6n, instating that Wang Hsien-lier 
had been guilty by specious words and 
begging that he may at once be dismissed, 
has exceeded the bounds of what is right 
and has introduced that system of personal 
attack the gradual [rise of which it is so neces; 
sary to guard against.] Wang Hsien-lien’ 
memorial is ignorant and presumptuous 
need not be taken notice of. Censors an 
the like will continue to speak out plainl 
when anything occurs to call forth remark 
They are neither to indulge in easy silence, 
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the furthering of private interests, nor the 
representation of what is false or improper. 

(2) A decree nnaate to the posthumous 
honors recently granted to the officers who 
fell in the defence of towns in Ti during 
the rebel invasion. Amongst the names 
then mentioned was that of T’o-k’o-t’o-pu, 
oommandant of forces at Yingishar. 

Ch’un, Imperial Agent at i, now re- 
ria that at the siege upon Yingishar 

yy the rebels in the month of July, 1864, 
it was held by T’o-k’o-t’o-pu for nine 
months until his provisions entirely 
given out. When his troops forced their 
way out of the town [through the besieging 
lines], he got his wife, children, grand- 
children, and women servants together, and 
destroyed himself and them by fire. The 
Board is commanded to bestow the highest 
penile honors upon him in recognition of 

is loyalty and devotion. 

(3) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Canton forwards the following return of 
duties collected by him during the years 
1875-1876 :-— ee 


: Duties collected at the native 
Custom-houses, Canton and Swa- 








Balance of funds in hand......... 11,507 
180,501 
Disbursements ............00 seaese 98,589 
Net Receipts ....... eabaucssese Tis. 81,912 
oe 

Tis. 
Pakhoi (native Customs?) ...... 23,001 
Disbursements ............s.eceeeee 9,870 
- Net Receipts ...........0.000. Tl. 13,131 
See 

Tis. 

- Opium duties at Chi-shui-mén 

{Cap-sui-moon) ...... ses setbeseesee $22,317 
_ Disbursements... 324,395 
Deficit ........seccscossscsssscees LIB, 2,078 
aS 
_ August 9th.—(1) A decree directing that 


‘votive tablet be placed in the temple to 
the Dragon Spirit at Jén-ch’iu Hsien in 
‘Ho-chien Fu, Chihli. 

(2) Postscript memorial from the Censor 
Téng Ch’ing-lin denouncing An Hsing-ah, 
acting keeper of the seals and keys of the 
Treasury of the Office of the Imperial 
Household. There is a standing rule that 
the two Secretaries in charge of this 
Treasury shall not hold office for a longer 
ferm than three years, and shall not be 
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eligible for re-appointment until ten years 
have expired. emorialist has learnt that 
a former Secretary who was dismissed for 
some offence, bribed the keeper of the 
vaults, Sa Lung-ah by name, to try and 
secure for him in a roundabout way a 
vacancy in connection with the Treasury. 
It happened at the time that Kuang Shou, 
one of the Comptrollers, was engaged upon 
certain enquiries, and the keeper of the 
vaults agreed with him that a present of 
Tis. 4,000 should be sent to An Hsing-ah, 
acting keeper of the seals, with the result 
that the officer above referred to was nomin- 
ated to an appointment. An Hsing-ah is so 
notoriously corrupt in his conduct of matters 
connected with the Banner Corps, that he 
has obtained the nickname of An Ta-chia, 
or “An the high priced” one, to which 
has lately been added the soubriquet of 
An Ssi-ch’ien, or “An the four thousand 
tael man.”’ The fact that these nicknames 
have been given him shows that the stories 
told about him are not devoid of origin. 
It is further currently reported that when 
any articles are applied for from the de- 
partments under An Hsing-ah’s control, his 
son and a gatekeeper called Féng make the 
most extortionate demands from the high 
officers entrusted with the management 
of the particular business in connection 
with which these supplies are drawn. The 
drafts are never signed unless a discount 
of twenty or thirty per cent. is agreed 
to, and any demur to this arrangement 
is certain to provoke the creation of all 
sorts of delays and difficulties. A sort 
of triumvirate has been formed, consisting 
of three officers of the Household who are 
in constant communication with An Hsing- 
ah, and they have so monopolised the 
business of the department that their advice 
alone is listened to. The memorialist brings - 
forward several instances in support of this 
statement, and further accuses An Hsing- 
ah of withholding minor appointments to 
those who are entitled to them. He prays 
that an enquiry may be instituted in order 
to put a stop to the comments to which 
these irregularities give rise. 

August 10th.—(1) A decree from Their 
Majesties the Empresses, granting the 
Prince of Ch’un (the father of the Emperor) 
leave to retire on the ground of ill-health. 
As soon as he has somewhat recovered he 
is to present a memorial paying his respects. 

(2) A decree acknowledging a list of the 
penalties adjudged by the Board of Civil 
Office upon the high officials responsible 
for the recent outrages at Tung-hsiang, in 
Szechuen. Wén Ko, formerly in charge of 
the Governor-Genoral’s duties in Szechuen, 
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for carelessly deciding the case, and 
refraining from denouncing the officers 
who allowed their soldiers to burn and 
pillage, with Ting Pao-chéng, the present 
Governor-General of Szechuen, degraded 
but retained at his post, who passed a light 
sentence upon the offenders, and directed 
the two Commissioners to alter the original 
report, are sentenced to dismissal from 
the public service. Li Tsung-hsi, late 
Governor-General of the Two Kiang, who 
was instructed to enquire into the case 
and failed to give a succinct account of 
the result of his investigations, is to lose 
one step of rank, for which he will not 
be allowed to substitute a commutative 
grade. Ting Pao-chéng is ordinarily ener- 
getic in the performance of his duties and 
conducts himself well upon the whole, but 
he is somewhat narrow-minded and im- 
petuous, and his shortcoming consists in 
the hastiness with which he acts. The Gov- 
ernment of Szechuen had become very lax, 
and the character of the people runs in an 
extravagant groove. When the Governor- 
General in question arrived at his post he 
set to work with all his energy to bring 
about a reform in this respect, regardless of 
dislike and unpopularity. He further stren- 
uously set aside the common arguments as 
to the manner in which the salt trade should 
be conducted, and by the compromise he 
effected once more reduced the salt trade of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow to a proper system, 
and so restored the Huai-ngan trade. As 
the conduct of this enterprise should natur- 
ally be entrusted to one hand, with a view 
to securing successful results, We command 
that, as a special act of grace, a button of 
the 4th grade be bestowed upon Ting Pao- 
chéng, and he be allowed to act as Governor- 
General of Szechuen. He will be careful 
to identify himself with the motive which 
prompts Us to set aside his shortcomings 
and select him for further employment, 
and, while he continues to devote his 
energies to the work of reform, he will 
avoid undue impetuosity or haste. He 
will be careful, whether in the employment 
of individuals or the administration of 
Government, to inform himself by careful 
and thorough enquiry of actual conditions 
and facts, and apply his agents or measures 
in a proper and fitting manner. He must 
positively cause his administration to be 
carried on in a thorough manner, and en- 
able the trading classes and common people 
to pursue their avocations happily and 
cheerfully, that he may not prove himself 
unworthy of the office to which he is 
appointed. If his effurts are unattended 
with success, and he shows himself un- 
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appreciative of the great bounty displayed 
towards him, he will assuredly be punished 
with heavy penalties.—Let him tremble 
Let him obey ! j 
(3) A decree acknowledging the receip 
of a report from the Prince of Tun ang 
those associated with him announcing tht 
completion of the Mausolea prepared fe 
the present Empresses. The energy andy 
care bestowed upon this undertaking by 
the Princes and High Ministers concerne 
is commended by Their Majesties, and th 
Imperial Clan Court and Board of Civy 
Office are to determine the marks of speci 
approbation that should be severally be 
stowed upon them. 
(4) A memorial from the Board of Civ 
Office submitting the penalties which the 
consider should be inflicted on Ngén Ch’én 
and T’ung Hua, high Commissioners 
Szechuen, for permitting acts of extortio 
on the part of their following while passin 
through Shansi. (See Gazetles of Jul 
18th, 29th and 30th.) 
August 11th.—(Court Circular.) At 
o’clock a.m., to-morrow, His Majesty w 
ascend the dais, and witness a theatricq 
performance.* 
(1) A long decree acknowledging th 
receipt of a report from Kuang Show an 
P’an Tsu-ying, who were directed to i 
vestigate the charges brought agains 
An Hsing-ah, high officer of the Imperi 
Household, by the Censor Téng Ch’ing 
lin. (See Gazette of 8th August.) Upo 
reference to An Hsing-ah he stated t 
Lien Yin, who was said to have obtained 
second appointment by bribery, althoug] 
he had been dismissed and was not yd 
eligible for re-appointment, had only he 
office for two years, and not three, so th 
he did not complete his full period 
service; that he was not among the firq 
class of Assistant Secretaries ; and that h 
was dismissed for sending in a false repom 
in connection with the issue of money froy 
the Treasury. He justified the re-noming 
tion of this officer by the explanation th 
he could find no one of the first class tq 
take the post as they were already in charge 
of important departments, and declared thal 
there was no one among the keepers of th 
vaults of thenameofSaLung-ah. The memo 
rialists further directed An Hsing-ah to kee; 
a watch over his gatekeeper called Feng, 
against whoman accusation had been brough§ 
by the Censor, writing at the same tim 
to the office of the Imperial Household t@ 
send for the man. After a long intervak 





* The 12th of August is the Show-jith, or the 
' preceding the birthday of His Majesty. Theatrical pe 
| formances will he held on the 12th, 13th and lath iust 
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in Hsing-ah replied that the man Féng 
rent mad last year and relinquished his 
ost, and that he could not now be found, 
‘hile he wrote to the oftice of the Imperial 
Iousehold to say that since the receipt of 
rders to keep the man in custody, he had 
isappeared. The memorialists find that 
1e did pass over a man as stated by the 
Jensor, who was entitled by an appoint- 
aent as first class private, but his captain 
xplained that the man was ill and could 
ot walk. The oftice of Imperial House- 
iold is directed to ascertain whether such a 
nan as Sa Lung-ah really does exist or not, 
ind An Hsing-ah is ordered to explain 
iis reasons for neglecting so long to report 
he departure of the man Féng when called 
ipon to produce him. The other explana- 
ions given by An Haing-ah are considered 
insatisfactory, and he is called upon for 
\ detailed answer to the charges brought 
ainst him. He is to produce his gate- 
teeper without delay ; and his son Sén-pn, 
with Lieu-yin the re-appointed Secretary, 
ind others, are to be cashiered pending the 
dearing up of the case. 

(2) A decree ordering votive tablets to 
be prepared by the Imperial College of 
Inscriptions for suspension in certain tem- 
ples, at which Wén Pin, Director-General of 
the Grain Transport, offered up prayers 
for rain. On the arrival of the grain junks 
it the entrance into the Yellow River from 
the Canal in the month of June last, there 
was not a sufficient head of water to float 
them through, so Wén Pin went to the 
various temples to the Ta Wang Chiang- 
thin, or gods of the Yellow River, and 
prayed ‘earnestly for aid with the result 
that continous showers of rain promptly 
descended, and the juaks were quickly 
sabled to float through. The question of 
the bestowal of additional titles upon the 
gols in question is referred to the Board 
fur an opinion. 

August 12th.—(Court Circular.) To-mor- 
tow at 6 a.m. His Majesty will receive 
birthday congratulations, and at 7 a.m. will 
Witness a theatrical performance. 

(1) A decree. Li Hung-chang and others 
have represented that the whole of the large 
tum contributed by a certain notable has 
been remitted, and pray that exceptional 
honors may be bestowed upon him. Lin 
Wei-yuan, an Expectant Taotai holding 
brevet rank of the 3rd grade, a notable 
of Fuhkien, and others agreed to contribute 
$500,000 towards the experimental opening 
of mines and other undertakings of a like 
nature in Formosa. Subsequently, in con- 
sequence of the need of relief funds in 
Shansi and Honan, he collected the money 
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and forwarded it in instalments for the aid 
of the provinces in question. The con- 
tribution of such large funds by this officer 
and others is undoubtedly patriotic and 
public-spirited in the extreme, and it is 
naturally right that restrictions should be 
broken through [in an instance of this 
kind] and special favour shown, as an 
incentive and inducement to others. We 
command that brevet rank of a Director 
of a Minor Court of the 3rd degree of rank, 
and a Patent of the first grade, be bestowed 
upon Lin Chao-yuan, and that Lin Erh- 
ch’ang and the rest be rewarded as 
requested. 

(2) The Director-General of Grain Trans- 
port reports that the fleet of tribute junks 
has crossed the Yellow River. 

(3) The saine officer prays for the bestowal 
of rewards to the officers to whose energy 
this successful passage is due. Rescript : 
He may recommend a few officers, but he 
must not do so in a wholesale manner, nor 
must this permission be considered as con- 
stituting a precedent. 

(4) The only document of importance in 
this day’s Gazette is a long memorial from 
Ho Chin-show, Compiler of the Han-lin, 
denouncing Yang Yii-k’é, Brigade-General 
of Kao-chow, who formerly held a similar 
post at T’eng-yiieh in Yiinnan. (A summary 
of this memorial will be found in the Gazette 
of the 27th July.) 

August 13th.—This being the birthday 
of His Majesty, there was not the usual 
attendance of officials at Court. ' 

(1-2) Decrees granting votive tablets to 
temples in Honan, the presiding deities of 
which have been prompt to vouchsafe 
answers to prayers for rain. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Tséng Kuo- 
ch’iian, Governor of Shansi. The distress 
caused by the famine in Shansi having 
given rise to a large traffic in children of 
both sexes, numerous refuges for the sup- 
port of destitute children were established 
by memorialist at which they might be 
deposited until a return of better times 
enabled their parents to take them back. 
In Honan, this traffic in human beings had 
become so great an evil that the Governor 
of that province applied to His Majesty for 
permission to inflict summary decapitation 
upon any persons offending in this manner, 
and memorialist caused secret enquiries to 
be made with a view to discovering crime 
of a like nature in Shansi. These enquiries 
led to the detection of a case in which a 
native of Szechuen, a disbanded irregular 
called Chang Wan-an, was concerned. 
He was residing in T’ai-yuan Fu, in 
the house of a woman called Wang, 


a native of mare with whom he Ady 
earrying on a e in yo girls. 
It eg also discovered that he had 
caused the woman Wang to burn the 
legs of a girl whom he had bought, with 
a red hot iron poker. He was further 
charged with going about armed, and 
extorting money from different people ; 
and, lastly, with trying to marry 4 
widow under false pretences. The pair 
having been arrested and placed on their 
trial, the man stated that he was a native 
of Szechuen and had served some twenty 
years ago as a brave, or irregular, under 
Oh’én Kuo-jui, and by successive recom- 
mendations for good service had attained 
the grade of expectant Brigadier-General. 
On the disbanding of the irregulars he had 
come to Shansi and volunteered for service 
in the Pao-t’on garrison; but when that 
corps had been drafted to Kansuh he had 
not accompanied it, and after wandering 
about at Pao-t’on for a time with nothing 
to do, he had surreptitiously made his way 
to T’ai-yuan Fu to try and make a living 
there, taking uP his lodging with the 
woman Wang. Hearing that one Wang in 
the district of Hsii-kom wished to marry 
his grandson’s widow to some one, he had 
supplied the woman Wang with head 
ornaments and money to the value of 
several lacs of taels, and commissioned her 
to negotiate a marriage between himself 
and the widow. An engagement had been 
entered into, but the marriage had not yet 
been effected. He positively denied havin 
engaged in the sale of children, having caus 
the burning of a girl with a red hot iron, or 
annoyed and defrauded anyone. Although 
the man denied that he was guilty of the 
crimes with which he was charged, as there 
are no means of finding out whether he 
actually was recommended or not for ap- 
intment to the post of Brigadier-General, 
e comes under the category of a ‘‘ wander- 
ing brave.” Under these circumstances, 
and with a view to making an example 
for the benefit of others, the memorialist 
recommends that he and another bad char- 
acter, who has reappeared in the provincial 
capital, after being sent to his native place 
to be put under official restraint, shall be 
summarily decapitated. He suggests that 
the woman Wang, who, by her infamous 
traffic in human beings and the cruelties 
she has practised upon young girls, has 
earned the soubriquet of the ‘‘ wooden 
tiger,” shall be t back to Honan, and 
there imprisoned for life, that she may not 
again have a chance of misbehaving in this 
manner. It has been ascertained that the 
girl who was burnt is the daughter of a 
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man in P’ing-yao. Steps will be taken t@ 
find out her relatives, to whom she will 
restored. (See Gazette of 26th July.) 

August 14th.—(1) The Tartar General anf 
Governor-General of Szechuen in a joi 
memorial report the death of Lien Chang 
Brigade-General of Ch’ung K’ing, : 
acting Commander-in-chief of the province 
He has held this Post for habe years, ange 
by his integrity and uprightness of chars 
ter had earied: for himself the soubrique 
among the soldiers of min-wéng, or fatheg 
of the people. He had been in faili 
health for some time, but he never allows 
his bodily ailments to interfere in the lea 
with the performance of his duties, : 
when urged by memorialists to pay son 
attention to himself, refused to take am 
rest, saying that he dare not do so whi 
entrusted by His Majesty with such gra 
and important responsibilities. At 
his illness assumed more grave proportion 
and having sent his official to th 
Governor’s yamén for safe custody, kh 
“vacated his post” on the night of tl 
a July. er ele then pi 

to give the us 8 of tk 
deceased officer’s career, which had ed 
most distinguished. 

No other documents of importance. 

August 15th.—{In consequence of th 
festivities attendant upon the birthday 
His Majesty, the officers on the list fd 
duty at Oourt on the 14th instant did n¢ 
attend.) 

(1) The Oourt of Censors report th 
second attendance of a woman called P’éng 
to complain that she could not get justic 
done for the death of her husband. He 
husband had fled with his family duriz 
the T’aip’ing rebellion from Shang-y 
Hsien, his native place, in Kiangnan, tot 
Shang-yuan district in the same province 
where he got his living as a porter. ( 
one occasion he was engaged to carry syco™ 
by the captain of a gunboat, and got int 
a dispute with one of the men, whereupo! 
the captain ordered him to be beaten, ar 
the punishment was carried out with suc 
severity that he fainted away. 
carried off by a friend, and when he cam 
to himself he crawled home in great pai 
complaining that his intestines had bee 
injured, and died two days afterward 
The woman lodged a complaint with t 
ti-pao, but he was bribed not to report th 
case, and forced her to bury the bodyf 
She was told that nothing could be done i 
the case until the New Year holidays h 

assed by, as the seals were locked up 

ing a woman, and therefore ignorant c 


official procedure, she accordingly waited 
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; home until she should be summoned to 
tend at the trial, but in consequence of 
1e bribery of the captain nothing was done 
y the Magistrate. After waiting several 
ionths she applied to the Prefect, but was 
ined back time after time, and, finally, 
aprisoned for twenty days. She then went 
» Peking and lodged a complaint at that 
ensorate. Her case was referred to the 
rovincial capital, and a hearing was at last 
ycorded, upon which occasion the captain 
imitted that he had ordered her husband 
» be beaten; but no witnesses were called, 
ad she herself was imprisoned for six 
wonths, being only released at the end of the 
sar. After this she repeatedly pressed for 
1e punishment of her husband’s murderer, 
at she was only insulted by the Prefect’s 
aputy, who wanted to beat her on the palms 
fher hands, The captain is now in custody, 
at the case has never been investigated, so 
le came once more to Peking to lodge a 
mplaint. Referred in the usual manner. 
(2) The Governor-General of Szechuen 
yports his return from a tour of military 
wpection, which included the garrisons at 
hien-ch’ang, Sung-fan and other places, 
he troops were put through the usual 
volutions, and the Governor-General re- 
arts well of their general efficiency and 
juipment. With the exception of two 
emorials on matters of routine, the re- 
ainder of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
ith another memorial from the Oourt of 
ensors reporting the receipt of an appeal 
om a man whose sister's younger son 
1s got into trouble owing to the suicide 
: his wife. She had been betrothed to 
1other man who had died, and committed 
licide because she did not wish to 

1yone else. The relations of the girl then 
sought infamous charges against petitioner, 
hich they supported by wholesale bribery, 
id he had been beaten and tortured in 
fferent Yaméns until, driven to extremity, 
>had sent an agent to appeal for justice 
Peking. 

August 16th.—(1) A long memorial from 
ing Pao-chéng, Governor-General of Sze- 
wen, denouncing Ts’ai Féng-nien, Salt 
itendant of the province, for extortion, 
jueezing and dishonesty, to the great 
%triment of the revenue and the em- 
urassment of officers under him. The 
sture and extent of his misconduct is 
itered into at great length by the memo- 
alist, who, having suspicions of his 
onesty on his arrival in the province, 
apt a careful watch upon him. The re- 
ilt is a series of indictments which are 
immarised as follows at the close of the 
emorial, The Taotai in question was 
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granted an allowance of Tls. 3 on every yin 
of salt sold, and as during the year 1878 
over 10,600 yin were disposed of, this rate 
ought to have satisfied his avarice. Ex- 
clusive of this percentage he had per- 
quisites from other sources, but he was 
insatiable, declaring that he was in default, 
and complaining of his poverty. He accord- 
ingly levied charges at will upon each license 
sold, which he tried to conceal, and exacted 
presents and fees from the lekin weiyuan, 
until everyone was in fear of him. If the 
man be allowed to go on in this way, the 
example will be most pernicious, and the 
memorialist accordingly prays that he may 
be summarily dismissed. — Granted by 
decree earlier issued. 

(2) Joint memorial from the Superin- 
tendents of the Imperial Manufactories at 
Nanking and Soochow, praying His Majesty 
to allow them to purchase the materials 
required for the manufacture of silk 
fabrics for palace use during the present 
year at the market rates, and not to 
restrict them to the annual amount 
fixed by statute for the purchase of these 
materials, Of late years, owing to the 
increased value of the raw material, the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Manufac- 
tories have not been restricted to the usual 
allowance, but in the autumn of last year 
the Board of Revenue wrote to say that 
the privilege would not be extended to the 
present year, and that memorialists must 
make their allowance suffice, and not again 
trouble His Majesty with an alesis 
for permission to exceed it. In the face of 
these instructions, which have received the 
Imperial sanction, the memorialists hardly 
venture to trouble His Majesty on the 
subject, but the impossibility of execut- 
ing their order is so overwhelming that 
they are compelled to apply once more for 
an extension of the old privilege, and beg 
to submit the following justification for 
this request :— 

1st.—The present condition of affairs is 
very different to that existing in earlier 
days when the country was in a prosperous, 
state. The effects of the rebellion have 
not yet passed away, and both population ~ 
and products have been so reduced that 
prices are very high. : ; 

2nd.—A lekin tax on raw silk has to be 
paid, which did not formerly exist. 

3rd.—In former days there was a local 
demand only. Now, fore merchants 
have entered the field and ‘directly & new 
crop is put on the market, there is a com- 
petition amongst the brokers who buy at 
high rates, and prices at once rise. 
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4th.—Formerly, it was possible to supple- 
ment the Imperial grant to a small extent 
from the Salt and Customs’ revenue, but the 
sale of the former is now conducted under 
different regulations, and the Customs’ 
receipts have not regained the footing they 
held previous to the rebellion. 

Directly the silk market opened this year, 
the memorialist made careful enquiries 
amongst silk merchants and the people 
[who reared the cocoons], all of whom un- 
animously declared that the snow white 
woof silk would cost this year something 
over TI. 0.2.9. per catty, or about the same 
rate reported by the Governor of Chékiang 
in 1874. From this it will be seen that 
there is a wide divergence between present 
rates and those fixed by law in former days. 
The producers could not possibly supply the 
raw material at the old rates, and it would 
be inconsistent with the principles of mercy 
and compassion that characterise the treat- 
ment of its subjects, whether traders or 
common people, by the State, to compel 
them to do so at a loss.—Referred to the 
Board of Revenue. 

August 17th.—(1) Ts’éng Kuo-chiian, 
Governor of Shansi, prays that His Ma- 
jesty will bestow patents of honour upon 
Duke Chow Chung-wu of the Ming Dynasty, 
and Marquis Chi Jén of the Sung Dynasty, 
the temples to whom are situated in the 
prefecture of Ning-wu and the district of 
Yi-h’siang respectively. Also that he will 
bestow tablets upon certain temples in 
Chieh-chow, Fén-hsi Hsien and Yang-kao 
Hsien; prayers for rain offered to the 
presiding spirits of these temples having 
met with a ready response. 

(2) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan, Military 
Governor of Shéngking. The Maritime 
sub-Prefect with judicial powers at Ying- 
k’ou (Newchwang) having been promoted 
to the post of Prefect of Wu-ting in Shan- 
tung, it becomes necessary to move an officer 
down to take his place. The importance of 
Ying-k’ou as the port of Féng-t’ien and a 
place of foreign trade where foreigners and 
Chinese are assembled, and international 
questions may occur, renders it necessary 
that selection should be made of an intelli- 
gent and experienced officer to perform the 
duties of the post. Amongst the Sub- 
prefects, department and district Magis- 
trates holding substantive appointments in 
the province, there is no one, in memo- 
rialist’s opinion, more suited for the 


vacancy in question than Lien Yii Bes. 


Sub-prefect of Hsin-min with judicial 
powers, who has been acting as Sub- 
prefect of Ying-k’ou. He is a Mongol 
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Bannerman, fifty-seven years of age, who 
commenced his career as a licentiate, and 
successively obtained the degrees of pro- 
vincial and metropolitan graduate in the 
years 1851 and 1856 respectively, being 
appointed Magistrate for immediate em- 
ployment in the latter year, when he 
paid for the privilege of selecting Shansi, 
as the province in which he would serve. 
He reported himself at T’ai-yuan Fu at 
the end of 1856, and was a roe, 
provisional* Magistrate of T’ai-p'ing, and. 
subséquently, acted as Magistrate of Hsing 
Hsien. He then purchased the brevet, 
rank of Sub. prefect, and in 1863 retired into; 
mourning for his mother. At the expira; 
tion of his term of mourning, which was, 
passed at the head-quarters of his corps, he: 
was again sent to Shansi to await employ-, 
ment. In 1866 he acted as Magistrate of, 
Yung-h’o, and in 1867 as Magistrate of, 
Tso-yiin. In 1860 he went into mourning, 
for his father, and in the following year, 
before his mourning had expired, he: 
obtained employment by lot in the Im- 
perial Academy. At the expiration of, 
his mourning, he reported himself at. 
the Board as awaiting selection to 
the post of Magistrate, and in 1871 he 
was appointed by Imperial decree Magis-’ 
trate of the T’ieh-ling district in Féng-t’ien: 
He took up this post in August, 1872, and; 
in April, 1877, was promoted to the post of, 
judicial Sub-prefect of Hsin-min, being. 
transferred to the acting post of Maritime: 
Sub-prefect of Ying-k’ou, with judicial. 
powers, on the 5th March, 1878. He hag 
recently obtained the decoration of the. 
peacock’s feather for a contribution to the, 
Shansi famine fund. During the time that, 
this officer has acted at Newchwang he 
has performed his duties satisfactorily, 
and has materially assisted the Customs’, 
Taotai with advice in the conduct of 
uestions of an international character. 
n neglecting to apply for a certi-; 
ficate to the Board recommending him 
for presentation to His Majesty upon his 
promotion to the Sub-prefecture of Hsin-; 
min, he has been guilty of a slight want ofj 
conformity with statutory regulations ; but, 
at he is suited both to the people and place,, 
it is hoped that this slight omission may 


not be a bar to his appointment to New-* 
chwang. If this appointment is sanctioned,’ 


—_—_— 








* [Note—No expectants of office can be appointed 
an acting post ( 54 xB) until they have been a year 


in the province in which they have to serve, Any office 
they may hold previous to that time being provisional 


or vicarious ARAB 
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jen Yi will, on receipt of the Board’s 
aply, be directed to apply at once for a 
artificate, and report himself to the Board 
or presentation to His Majesty.—Referred 
) the Board of Civil Office. 

(3) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’tian, 
iovernor of Shansi. In the month of April 
ist an officer was sent to Han-tan Hsien 
1 Chihli to bring the ‘‘Iron Tablet” to 
hansi, and upon its arrival an altar was 
rected for its reception and prayers were 
onstantly offered before it. On the 28th 
f June and 12th and 13th of July heavy 
ain fell to the extent of sufticient satura- 
ion, a8 has already been reported to His 
fajesty. Reports having subsequently 
rrived from all the other departments 
nd districts that rain had fallen to the 
xtent of complete saturation, there was no 
urther necessity for offering up prayers, 
nd memorialist accordingly returned 
he “Iron Tablet” by the hands of an ex- 
ectant Prefect to Han-tan Hsien, who 
tas directed to escort it with due respect, 
ad replace it in the well at Shéng-ching- 
ang, with reverent demonstrations of 
hankful gratitude. 

August 18th.—(1) Memorial from Wang 
Isien-ch’ien, Expositor of the Han-lin, 
n the subject of the license that has of 
ute been allowed to Censors and others 
tho have the privilege of addressing His 
Majesty. While recognising the great 
enefits accruing from the extensive faci- 
ities that are now afforded for bringing 
aatters of importance to the notico of His 
fajesty, memorialist is of opinion that the 
buse of the privilege should be guarded 
gainst. This principle was enunciated in 
kcrees of the Emperor Ch’ien Lung, for- 
idding the discussion of subjects under 
he consideration of the Board beforo their 
lecision had been been made public, and, 
n another occasion, censuring a Censor 
orso doing. Decrees promulgated by the 
mperial Ancestry should of course be given 
fect to for all time. Nevertheless, Censors 
ave greatly exceeded their functions of 
ste, and have intruded their remarks upon 
lis Majesty on many occasions upon which 
ey were uncalled for. He further calls 
ttention to the practice that has sprung 
ip of working a subject to death. One 


‘eusor represents a certain matter to His 


dajesty, and another follows suit, as in 
he case of Li Chung-ming, the Peking 
wokseller, a petty trader who ought cer- 
ainly to have been punished, but was not 
torth all the words that were expended 
tpon his denunciation. 

(2) Memorial from Mei Ch’i-chao, Gov- 
hor of Chékiang, requesting permission to 
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detach the sub-prefect of T’ai-chow-fu, and 
place him in command of certain standing 
garrisons in the province of Chékiang, 
Chékiang is a maritime province of great 
importance, and includes in its jurisdiction 
the islands of which Yii-hwan and Ting-hai 
are the sub-prefectures, as well as that 
of Nan-t’ien, which, since the embargo 
ayainst occupation was removed by Impe- 
rial decree, has become a centre of com- 
merce. This island,. which lies to the east 
of Shih-p’u, forms a triangle with Ting-hai 
and Yii-kwan. There is, further, a coast 
line of over 1,000 li, extending from Cha- 
pu, by Hai-yén, Hai-ning, Ningpo and 
T’ai-chow, to Wénchow Fu, in which there 
are numerous rivers and creeks, each and all 
of which derive importance from the ele- 
ments of danger they afford. The garrisons 
of Hunan irregulars that were left for the 
defence of the province [after the rebellion] 
have been repeatedly reduced, until they now 
number 3,500 sailors and 5,000 infantry. 
The naval forces, as already reported to 
His Majesty, are distributed over the 
Ch’ien Chiang and the inner waters of the 
Hang Chia Hu circuit, and placed under 
the command of the Brigadier General of 
Ch’ii Chow. The land forces, which are 
distributed over the eleven prefectures in 
the East of the province, should also be 
placed under one head, who must of neces- 
sity be a man of special experience and 
bravery. The present sub-prefect of T’ai- 
chow, an expectant Prefect who has been 
retained at this post [on account of his 
capabilities] although inferior to the posi- 
tion his rank entitles him to hold, is the 
officer the memorialist begs to recommend. 
The memorial concludes with the usual 
account of the nominee’s official career and 
antecedents.—Granted by Rescript. 
August 19th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Court of Censors reporting the result of 
their enquiries into the case of Han Shih- 
chiin, Assistant Police Magistrate in Peking, 
who was quoted by Ho Chin-shou in a 
recent memorial illustrating the depravity 
of the times as an instance of the license 
on the part of the official body that was 
allowed to pass unchecked. The graver 
charges brought against him by Ho Chin- 
shou have not been substantiated, but 
secret enquiry on the part of several mem- 
bers of the Censorate has led to the dis- 
covery of certain misdemeanours on the 
part of Han Shih-chiin which deserve dis- 
missal from the public service. Before he 
had been at his post for any length of time 
he had been guilty of two acts of extortion 
of irregular fees from shopkeepers, with 
which he had made an honorary tablet for 
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himfelf and a complimentary umbrella. 
He had further been guilty of inviting 
friends to a theatrical performance during 
the time that the official body were 
prohibited by the Imperial decree from 
witnessing theatrical performances; and, 
lastly, while holding substantive employ- 
ment he had tried to obtain a post at the 
Imperial Mausolea. 

(2) Memorial from Tuan Fu-ch’ang, 
Censor of the Fuhkien Circuit, submitting 
the necessity of exercising a stricter supervi- 
sion over the underlings employed in the 
Imperial granaries at Peking and T’ungchow, 
in order to the prevention of theft. (For 
summary see decree earlier issued.) 


(3) Wén Hwui, Intendant of the Kuang 
Yao, Chin, Nan Circuit in Kiangsi, an 
Superintendent of Customs at Kiukiang, 
reports his assumption of the duties 
of that post in succession to Shén Pao- 
ching, who has been promoted to be 
Judge of Kiangsi, and returns thanks 
for his appointment. After the usual formal 
expressions of self-depreciation, the memo- 
rislist recognises the responsibility of the 
post, as an important centre, involving ad- 
ministrative duties of a grave nature, and 
the conduct of matters affecting interna- 
tional relations. The obligations connected 
with the collection of a large Customs 
revenue are also heavy, while the fact that 
the foreign Customs has since its establish- 
ment absorbed the greater part of the 
regular duties that were formerly collected 
by the Custom House, involves the exercise 
of redoubled care and attention.—Rescript : 
Noted. 


[Note.—The presentation of a memorial 
by a Taotai is a matter of such rare occur- 
ence that it is worthy of remark. The 
right of officers of this grade to address the 
Throne direct is established by a decree 
issued in the reign of the Emperor Yung 
Chéng authorising Taotais, Prefects and 
Sub-Prefects to address secret memorials 
to His Majesty. A subsequent decree in 
the reign of Chia Ch’ing withdrew this 

rivilege from Prefects and Sub-Prefects, 
hat continued it to Taotais, who were 
placed on the same footing in this re- 
spect as Financial and Judicial Commis- 
sioners. The only two officers who have 
taken advantage of the privilege for 
many years, however, are the Taotais at 
Newchwang and Taiwan, both of whom are 
invested with specially important functions. 
The resumption, therefore, of what has 
come to be recognised as an obsolete pri- 
vilege has caused some comment in certain 
circles.] 
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a a 20th.—({1) A decree. The Censo 
T’ien Han-ch’ih prays that officials may b 
strictly forbidden to go beyond the limit 
of their jurisdiction to meet or accom 
their superiors. He states that of 
whenever a meh suchority or their ow 
superiors through their several juri 
dictions, the territorial authorities of Chih 
have been in the habit of going beyond th 
limits of the districts under their contn 
to meet these high officials or see them a 
their way, and he expresses apprehensia 
lest this habit of struggling to curry favou 
should gradually engender a spirit of sya 
phancy. The Governor-General of Chih 
will give strict orders to his subordinak 
that, henceforward, when high officers ¢ 
their provincial chiefs pass through tha 
jurisdictions they will not be allowed tog 
yond the limits of the districta und 
their control to meet these high officers ¢ 
escort them on their way. Adherence ¢ 
the old habit will be uncompromisingl 
unished. The Governors-General aa 
vernors of other provinces will instru 
their subordinates in the same sense. 


(2) Tun-chu-to-pu-chich fi fE 37 
is, late ju-péng of Anterior Tibet, | 
appointed Commandant in Ulterior Tibet, 


(3) Postscript memorial from Min 
Ch’un, Imperial Agent at Hami. Chian 
Hasing-han, a domestic servant of the lst 
T’o-k’o-t’o-pu, Commandant of the Fores 
in Yingishar, had come to Hami an 
made the following statement :—‘‘I am 
native of the Hai-yang district of the Tén 
chow prefecture in the province of Sha 
tung, and am 64 years of age. In Mare 
of the year 1861, I left Peking with m 
master, who reached his post in October « 
the same year. In the month of Ju} 
1864, the Mahommedan rebels of the Ne 
Dominion laid siege to the city of Yingishu 
and my master put himself at the head ¢ 
his officers and men, stoutly defending th 
walls at every point. He held the city fe 
several months until his provisions wer 
exhausted, his hopes of rescue were ct 
off, and half his men had died of hunge 
and at last, after holding out until the 30 
March, 1865, his strength being expende 
and the garrison reduced to extremitie 
the rebels gained possession of the mot 
and took the city. My master, bearing i 
mind the fact that there was still a larg 
supply of powder in store, which he feara 
would be left for the rebels to make use 
collected the baskets in which it was pack 
and placed them in the great hall of 
yamén. He then assembled his famil 
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d, dressed in his official robes, calmly 


d deliberately put fire to the powder. 
1ere were in the Yamén my master, his 
fe, one son, one daughter (a widow), 
d two grandsons, making seven members 
the family, besides women and other 
mestic servants to the number of over 
enty, all of whom perished simul- 
neously. There being no witnesses to 
tragic and glorious an act, I felt that 
less it could be reported in some manner 
would certainly become involved in 
livion after a lapse of time. I accord- 
gly made my escape in the confusion that 
llowed and fled to Kashgar, and when 
is town was lost, I drifted in amongst 
e rebels. When the great army recon- 
ered the southern towns of the New 
ominion last winter, and garrisons were 
aced in them, the remaining troops were 
nt back to their respective depdts. TI ac- 
mpanied these to Hami, and now respect- 
lly beg to report the actual circumstances 
ider which my master met his fate.” The 
emorialist, commenting on this report, 
ates that no means having been afforded 
ascertaining what had become of 'T’o-k’o- 
pu since the loss of the southern towns of 
.e New Dominion, he had sent officers to 
ashgar, Yingishar, and other places last 
mmer to make enquiries, and their report 
rresponds with the story now told by the 
te Commandant’s domestic servant. He 
.g8, therefore, to lay the facts before His 
‘ajesty and leave to him the decision as to 
© propriety of investing the deceased 
ficer with the highest marks of post- 
imous distinction. (See Gazette of 8th 
ugust. ) : 
August 21st.—(1) Ch’ung Li BB is ap- 
vinted sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secre- 
riat, with brevet rank of vice-President 
the Board of Revenue. 
(2) Memorial from Li Jui-fén, Censor 
the Shénsi Circuit, on the subject of the 
strictions that should be placed upon the 
‘ivilege of addressing His Majesty, in 
der to put a stop to the danger to the 
(ministration that mischievous advice and 
unsel are apt to cause. (For decree see 
awette of August 18th.) 
(3) Li Hung-chang reports that the Iron 
iblet has been returned to Han-fan from 
o-chien Fu with expressions of thankful 
cognition for the rain that was obtained 
rough its influence. 
(4) A further memorial from Ting Pao- 
\éng, Governor-General of Szechuen, on 
1e subject of the salt trade in that prov- 
ice. The paper is full of technicalities 
id deals with details of no interest. 
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No other documents of importance. 
August 22nd.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are gazetted :—Deputy Lieut.-Gen- 
eral Bordered White Banner, Chih Ho 


EA. Deputy Lieut.-General Plain 


Yellow Han-chtin Banner, Hsi Chén 33D. 
Deputy Lieut.-General of Hu-lan, Yi-k’o- 


t’ang-ah AEH pry . Deputy Lieut.- 
General Hé Lung-chiang, Wén Heaii 

(2) Memorial from the Board of Civil 
Office in reply to an Imperial Decree of the 
28th July, directing them to consider the 
penalties that should be imposed upon Ting 
Pao-chéng, Li Tsung-hsi and Wén Ko, for 
their shortcomings in connection with the 
Tung-hsiany riots in Szechuen. After 
quoting the decree at length, in which the 
penalties are awarded to the principal actors 
in these outrages, the memorialists refer to 
the following clauses in the Statutes of the 
Empire :— 

1.—Any officers who shall conduct a trial 
with such carelessness as to condemn a man 
wrongfully to decapitation or ling ch’th 
shall be dismissed. 

2.—Governors-General or Governors who 
shall refrain from denouncing any com- 
mandant of forces or higher officers who 
permits the force under his command to 
set fire to the houses of the people, and 
carry off their children and property, shall 
be dismissed. 

3.—A provincial Judge who shall alter 
the reports submitted to him by department 
or district Magistrates, or shall call upon 
the officers to do so, shall be dismissed. 

4.—In the event of a Governor-General 
or Governor declining to alter a decision to 
which the Board of Punishments may 
object, shall, if he adhere to his refusal 
after the case has been referred to him 
three times, be subject to a penalty in the 
same manner as if he had neglected to 
place the criminal in the proper category of 
offenders to which he belongs. 

5.—Any officers charged with the trial of 
a case who shall apply the law to such case 
in an improper manner, and wrongfully 
pass sentence of ling ch’th or decapitation 
upon those who should be punished by 
banishment or some lighter penalty, shall, 
if such sentence has been carried out, be 
dismissed. 

6.—Any officer appointed by Imperial 
decree to investigate a matter who shall be 
guilty of reservation in his report to the 
Throne, shall be deprived of one step of 
commutative rank. 
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The memorialists now find that Wén Ko, 
while acting as Governor-General of Sze- 


chuen, used the words Te nm Py) GE: 


‘* destroy them utterly and wipe them out ” 
in his letter of instructions, and, further, 
neglected to associate the Brigadier-General 
Hsieh Ssii-yu, who reported that he had 
ascertained there had been no seditious 
movement, with those who were managing 
the affair. They therefore consider him 
guilty of carelessness, and subject to dis- 
missal under the first and second extracts 
quoted above. Ting Pao-chéng passed too 
light a sentence upon the people responsi- 
ble for outrage, and ordered the Commis- 
sioners to strike out a certain passage in 
the original report. He also did not give 
careful consideration to the matter when 
called upon to report to His Majesty. They 
place him therefore in the third and fifth 
categories of offenders and recommend his 
dismissal. Li Tsung-tsi’s offence comes 
under the sixth category, and they recom- 
mend that he be punished in the manner 
therein laid down. (See Gazette of 10th 
August.) 


August 23rd.—(1) A Decree. Tso Tsung- 
tang reports the occurrence of an earth- 
quake in the departments and districts in 
tho South-east of Kansu, and the measures 
he has now taken for the relief of the 
sufferers. In Chieh Chow and other de- 
partments and districts in Kansu the earth 
shook from the 19th of June until the Ist 
of July, during which time slight shocks 
occurred at intervals of two days, or [in 
some places], daily. But on the 1st of July 
a violent shock accompanied with noise, 
occurred at Chieh Chow, Wén Hsien, Hsi- 
ho, and other places, throwing down the 
earthen walls of these towns, and destroying 
the greater part of the temples, public 
offices, and dwelling houses, besides killing 
or injuring numbers of people. On per- 
usal of this memorial Our pity and sympathy 
were indeed profound. Let Tso Tsung- 
t’ang depute an ofticer to make careful 
inspection and enquiry, and duly minister 
to the wants of the sufferers in such 
wise that no one shall lose his home. 
Let him at once ascertain in what man- 
ner Lu Tsun-k’ung, Director of Studies, 
and Li Yii-yin, sub-Director of Studies 
at Chich Chow were swallowed up with 
their whole households, and apply to Us 
for marks of compassion to be bestowed 
upon them. Tso Tsung-t’ang, in praying 
that a decree may be issued bestowing 
instant dismissal upon him for his failure 
to carry out properly the duties with the 
performance of which he has been honoured, 
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has manifested a proper spirit of self- 
examination when afflicted with a calamit- 
ous visitation. It behoves him, then, ix 
the deepest spirit of true reverence and 
awe, to devote his whole mind to the 
interests of the ple, that peace may be 
restored to the feutfering] region and the 
village population pursue their industries 
with joyful hearts. Thus will he fitly 
second [the intent] with which he was sent 
to his post. His prayer for immediate 
dismissal need not be considered. As 
regards the other matters, let action be 
taken as proposed. 

(2) Your Majesties’ Servant Yi Hwan 
(the Prince of Ch’un) humbly prays upon 
his knees that he may be allowed to retire 
to his home and attend to his maladies, 
which of late years have returned upon 
him on repeated occasions and left his 
constitution impaired in spite of special 
care in the application of remedies. On 
his return from duty at the Mausolea in 
the month of April last he was again seized 
with pains in the legs, which brought on 
an affection of the spleen, that cannot 
show an improvement in a short space 
of time. The works at the P’u T 
Yii having now been completed, You 
servant would humbly pray Your Majesties 
to permit him to stay at home and 
nurse himself. As soon as he has re- 
covered, it will at once be his duty respect- 
fully to enquire after the sacred welfare ; he 
would not venture on any account to study 
his own repose or ease.—Granted by decree. 
of 10th August. 

(3) Wén Pin, Director-General of the 
Grain Transport, reports that the whole of 
the fleet of junks bearing tribute grain 
from the Kiangpéh region has crossed the 
Yellow River and re-entered the Grand: 
Canal. On the 22nd of June the memo 
rialist went to Pa-li-miao near Chang-ch’in- 
chén, to see the condition of the current of 
the Yellow River in the northern channel’ 
to the Canal, and found it was too 
weak. From Shih-chia-ch’iao northwards’ 
to Pa-li-miao at the mouth of the Canal,’ 
a distance of twenty li, there were five' 
shallow places. At all these places were’ 
submerged villages that had been washed’ 
away by the current, and the walls, founds- 
tions and other stonework, as well as ‘tombs, 
stone tablets, &c., stood in the bed of the 
river. When the water was high, boats 
could pass over these ruins, but when it fell 
they struck upon them and were injured. 
The people on the river's bank declared 
that it was in consequence of this that in 
the 4th and 5th moons the bed of the river 
was exposed. As, however, the fleet of 
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sin junks had already entered the Yellow 
ver, if a freshet was waited for it would 
se over ten days to drag the whole five 
dred boats up against the stream, and 
the freshet only lasted for seven days at 
8 most, it would be a great pity to see so 
ach time wasted. Memorialist accord- 
zly directed his executive to use every 
ssible means to get the boats along. 
eavy rain providentially fell for half a 
mth from the date of his arrival on 
ven occasions, but he only succeeded in 
tting some fifty or more of the junks to 
-li-miao. Impatient to a degree at 
is failure, memorialist gave orders that 
e remaining five detachments should be 
wed up the southern channel for a dis- 
ace of fifty li to the Sun-chia landing, at 
1ich point the northern and southern 
annels diverge, and there anchor, in 
der that they might drop down with the 
team to Pa-li-miao directly the freshet 
me. Further heavy rain fell from the 
h to the 16th of July, and on the latter 
ite the whole fleet were enabled to anchor 
var the mouth of the Canal. Heavy rain 
ll again on the 18th, and the water sud- 
mly rose eight feet. As there is no 
eder to the Grand Canal from Pa-li-miao 
Lin-ch’ing, a distance of over 200 li, it 
necessary to wait until the Yellow River 
is risen five feet above the bed of the 
mal before the sluice can be opened, 
id there is always a danger that the 
iter may fall before the boats can all 
tin. This year, therefore, memorialist 
ve orders to all the district and depart- 
ent authorities along the Canal to keep 
eir sluices rigidly shut, so that, in con- 
quence of the heavy rain, an accumula- 
om was secured of three to four feet in the 
‘eper parts, and a little over a foot in the 
ry shallowest places. When, therefore, 
e Yellow River had risen one or two feet 
ove the bed of the Canal it would be 
sible to open the sluices. When memo- 
ilist heard that the river was rising 
pidly, he at once went with his staff to 
ok, and finding it had already risen two feet 
ove the surface of the Canal, he got all 
e men together he could and ordered them 
open the sluice as fast as possible. This 
ok four hours to accomplish, when, every- 
ing béing clear, the boats were admitted, 
id the work of passing them through 
\s carried on day and night. The Yellow 
iver began to fall on the 19th, and the 
trance of the Canal shallowed, so that 
e work was stopped for a time. Measures 
»wever were taken to dredge the shallow 
aces inside the mouth of the Canal, and 
ater from neighbouring dykes was led 
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into it, so that, when the river again rose 
on the 27th, the sluice was opened a second 
time and over a hundred more vessels 
admitted. The channel then again became 
impassable, and dredging was once more 
resorted to, until a third rise in the River 
on the 3rd August enabled the sluice again 
to be opened and the remainder of the 
junks were floated in.—Rescript : Noted. 

August 24th.—With the exception of a 
few memorials on matters of official routine, 
this day’s Gazette is occupied with the re- 
port of Kuang Shou and P’an Tsu-yin, the 
high officers appointed to investigate the 
charges brought against An MHaing-ah, 
officer of the Imperial Household, by the 
Censor Téng Ch’ing-lin. A full summary 
of this memorial will be found in the 
Gazette of 11th August. 

August 25th.—(1)-Memorial from Wén 
Pin, Director-General of Grain Transport. 
He has already reported the successful 
passage of the Yellow River by the fleet 
of grain junks, and their entrance into the 
northern branch of the Grand Canal. So 
rapid a passage as has this year been effected 
is a matter of rare occurrence, and is attri- 
butable to the spiritual aid afforded by the 
river deities. When the first detachment 
of junks reached Wén-shang Hsien, there 
was not much more than a foot of water 
there, but the depth was increased by some 
three feet and more in consequence of the 
timely rain that fell, by which the junks 
were enabled to enter the Yellow River. 
Memorialist having learnt from enquiry 
among the people that in consequence of 
the drought last year in the province of 
Shansi, there had only been a foot or two 
of water in the Yellow River during the 
period of the summer freshet, and it was 
only in the autumn that there was a heavy 
one, he came to the conclusion that as the 
spring and summer rains had failed this 
year, too, in Shansi, the summer freshet 
would not occur at its. proper season. 
Feeling, therefore, that it would be a great 
pity that time should be lost in waiting 
for an opportunity [that might not come], 
the boatmen were called upon to put 
forth all their energies in dragging the boats 
up stream. The only danger that vessels 
have to fear in the Yellow River is 
wind, and never in memorialist’s experience 
have the boatmen shirked the toil of 
tracking against the stream. He has, 
moreover, found that when obstacles pre- 
sent themselves which are beyond the 
power of man to overcome, if he has 
repaired to the temples of the Ta Wang 
and the Chiang Chiin (two of the gods of 
the Yellow River) a single heartfelt prayer 





will evoke the manifestation of their power, 
and heavy rain is sure to fall. ‘The prayers 
that he offered during the present year at 
the various temples to the gods of the 
Yellow River, resulted in a succession of 
downpours of heavy rain from the 22nd 
June to the end of July, which called forth 
the gratitude and respect of all beholders. 
The memorial concludes with a list of 
deities for whom tablets or other marks 
of Imperial distinction are solicited. 

(2) Memorial from Ming An, Governor 
of Shéngking. The Imperial sanction hav- 
ing been obtained last year to a survey 
being made of the region of Ma-yén Ho in 
the jurisdiction of Altchuké, with a view 
to placing the Manchus and Chinese 
squatters who had established themselves 
there under taxation, an oflicer was 
deputed to make the necessary survey. 
This officer now reports that over 5,700 
people of both sexes were settled in this 
region over an area of one 25,000 mu, and 
that some 200,000 mu of vacant land 
situated on the other side of the mountains 
might advantageously be brought under 
cultivation, as there were a number of 
people ready to take it up. In reply, 
memorialist gave orders that the people in 
possession of land inside the mountain 
range should first be called upon to pay 
upon the assessed value of the land 
they were occupying, and that the occu- 
pation of the region beyond the mountain 
should be the subject of further considera- 
tion. On referring the question to the 
Deputy Lieut.-General of San Hsing, that 
officer objected to the occupation of the 
land on the ground that it adjoined the 
region from whence the birch rods for arrow 
shafts and the bark for bows which was 
sent as tribute tu Peking was procured. 
The matter having been referred to His 
Majesty, the Lieut.-General and others 
were called upon to survey the region 
themselves and report further. This re- 
port is now before the memorialst. They 
state that the squatters who have now 
been brought under taxation are the residue 
of ginseng gatherers who managed to 
evade expulsion after the prohibition 
against the gathering of ginseng was pro- 
mulgated in the reign of the Emperor 
Hsien Féng. They had taken to farm- 
ing as a livelihood, and as they have 
now been in possession of the land for 
some time and are orderly and quiet, it 
would be inexpedient to attempt their ex- 
pulsion. The Lieut.-General, is, however, 
still of opinion that the cultivation of the 
region beyond the mountains, which ad- 
joins the hills from whence the birchwood 
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and bark for arrows is obtained, would be} 
inadvisable. The area in question is a4 
large one, being 2,000 li in breadth b 
3,000 lt in lenyth, but the greater parti 
consists of watercourses, low land, or trac 

which are flooded with rain,-leaving barely 
20,000 mu available for cultivation.—Re 
script: Noted. 

August 26th.—_(1) A decree. Li Hung 
chang requests that tribute grain may be 
appropriated for the relief of certain di 
tricts in Chihli, where floods have occurred 
and all hope of a harvest is gone. At th 
junction of summer and autumn of th 
present year rain fell in excess, and the 
crops were submerged in An-chow, Hung 
hsien, and other places ; in consequence 0 
‘which the people were being scattered ang 
driven from their homes. Such a condi 
tion of things is truly pitiable, and as 
special act of grace, We command that 
in accordance with his request, Li Hung 
chang be authorised to detain 60,000 picu 
of the Kiang-peh tribute grain of th 
present year, which he will cause to b 
distributed in instalments amongst thd 
suffering districts proportionately to th 
amount of the distress in each that is as 
certained to exist. The Grain Intendan 
of Chiang-an will also deduct the sung 
allowed for various expenditure in con. 
nection with the transport, etc., of thi 
grain, and forward it to Chihli to meet th 
expense of transport. 

(2) In accordance with the decision of 
the Board of War, Lo Ta-ch’un, Commande: 
in-chief in Hunan, is dismissed the publie 
service. (See Gazette of 27th July.) 
(3) A decree directing the Governor of 
unan to order Ch’en Shih-chieh, former 
Judge of Fuhkien, now degraded to th 
rank of Taotai, to proceed at once to Fuh 
kien and place himself under the orders a 
the Governor-General, who has applied for 
his services in connection with the defence 
of Formosa. 

(4) Joint memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
o Ching, Ting Jih-ch’ang, and Li Ming. 
h’ih, reporting the payment in full of the 
sum of $500,000 contributed by Lin Wei 
yuan, a notable in Formosa, and suggesting 
the exceptional reward that should 
bestowed upon him. This sum was con 
tributed by Lin Wei-yuan and his brothe 
in the year 1877 towards defraying the 
expense of an experimental opening 
mines, laying down a railway, and othe 
undertakings. This was reported by the 
memorialist Ting at the time, who applied 
for the highest marks of distinction fo! 
the contributors and perpetual immunity 
for them from further contributions. The 
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mperial consent was given, but in con- 
equence of the urgent and wide dis- 
ress caused by the famine last year, 
lis Majesty was applied to for permis- 
ion to borrow this sum for applica- 
ion to the relief of the sufferers, and the 
Soard of Revenue, on being referred to, 
ecided that Lin Wei-yuan should be 
ewarded in an exceptional manner as 
oon as the contribution was paid in full. 
‘he whole amount was paid in in April 
ist, as reported to His Majesty, and the 
aemorialists now suggest that the brevet 
ank of Director of a minor Court, with 
button of the third grade, be bestowed 
pon Lin Wei-yuan, with a patent of 
he first grade for his wife. His brother, 
in Wei-jang, being dead, they suggest 
hat his son Lin Erh-ch’ang be made a 
'hien Shéng, or literary graduate of the 
owest grade, and placed on the list of 
‘aotais for selection in any month, whether 
+ be an even or an odd number. To the 
ounger brother of the above, Lin Wei-lien, 
‘enior Secretary of a Board, to be hereafter 
rawn for, they suggest that an appoint- 
aent as Taotai with priority of selection 
hall be given, and that a peacock’s feather 
hall be bestowed upon both of them, with 
atents of the first grade for their wives. 
‘o Lin Erh-chia and Lin Erh-hsi, son and 
ephew of Lin Wei-yuan respectively, they 
aggest that the appointment of Prefects to 
e relegated to the Board for selection and 
mployment shall be given. (For decree 
se Gazette of 12th August.) 

(5) Memorial from Ho Ching and Li 
ling-ch’ih. In the year 1854 the late Lin 
‘uo-fang, the adopted father of Lin Wei- 
uan, obtained the post of expectant Taotai 
or immediate selection as a reward for his 
xertions in promoting contributions of 
rain for use at Tientsin, but he wascashiered 
1 1861 in consequence of a riot caused by 
is eviction of certain landholders. Lin 
Vei-yuan has now petitioned to the effect 
iat although favours already conferred 
pon him by His Majesty in consenting 
>» the bestowal of exceptional marks 
{ distinction upon him, and absolving 
im for ever from the obligation to con- 
‘ibute money to the State, are so great 
rat he ought not to invite any further 
award, still, if his father’s rank could be 
sstored and the stain upon his memory 
ashed away, the measure of his heart's 
esire would then be full. The memoria- 
sts observe that the riot that was created 
y Lin Kuo-fang occurred nineteen years 
go, and the two parties to the suit having 
ot yet been confronted, the case is still 
ending. As, however, the ‘intentions of 
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Lin Wei-yuan, who, in a public-spirited 
and patriotic way, has readily contributed 
large sums in the hope of cloaking his 
father’s fault, is indeed commendable, in- 
structions have been sent to the Taotai of 
Taiwan to close the case as soon as possible ; 
and if he finds that it is unnecessary to 
consider the culpability of Lin Kuo-fang, 
or that his transgression was such as might 
be treated with indulgence, the memoria- 
lists will then apply to His Majesty to 
exert His heavenly clemency, and by the 
restoration of his father’s rank grant Lin 
Wei-yuan the boon upon which his mind 
is bent.—Rescript : Noted. 

August 27th.—(1) A Decree. Kuo Sung- 
tao memorialises that he is unable to effect 
a speedy cure of his ailment, and prays that 
he may be allowed to vacate his post. Let 
Kuo Sung-tao, Vice-President of the Board 
of War, vacate his post and attend to his 
complaint. 


(2) Li Ch’ang-lo AS $3 M8 is appointed 


Commander-in-chief in Hunan, and Kuo 


Sung-lin AA $k is promoted to be 


Commander-in-chief in Hupeh. 

(3) Tso Tsung-t’ang requests permission 
for the erection of temples to the late Li 
Hui-wu, Commander-in-chief in Kansu and 
acting General of the Han-chung Brigade 
in Shénsi, at Han-chung Fu, in the latter 

rovince, and at Ho-chi Hsien in Kansu. 

he application is made in consequence of 
numerously signed petitions from the 
officials and gentry of both places eulogis- 
ing the deceased officer in the highest 
terms for his bravery in action, the ready 
assistance he has rendered in times of flood 
and drought, and his charity, liberality, 
and geniality of disposition.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) Memorial from Shén Pao-chéng an- 
nouncing the receipt of a report from Sung 
Ch’un, Grain Intendant of Chiang-an, re- 
cently appointed Judge of Shansi, detailing 
the steps he has taken for deepening the 
channel by which the grain junks cross the 
Yellow River to Pa-li-miao, the entrance to 
the northern section of the Grand Canal. 

No other documents of importance. 


August 28th.—A decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Board of 
Punishments who were called upon to in- 
vestigate certain charges brought against 
Yang Yii-k’o, General of the Kao Chow 
Brigade in Kwangtung, by Ho Chin-show, 
Compiler of the Han-lin. These charges 
were to the effect that the said Yang Yii-k’é 
had by means of heavy payments come to’ 
an understanding with certain metropolitan 
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authorities that they should say a good 
word for him in the murder of K’ung Chao- 
fén, Prefect in Yiinnan ; also that he had 
established a bank in Peking, and had 
monetary relations with Kao Wei-kuang, a 
second Secretary of the Board of Ceremo- 
nies. The manager of the bank, Li Chung- 
ming, the Peking bookseller under sentence 
of banishment, who was also implicated, 
and the second Secretary were summoned 
before the Buard, but they denied in toto 
the statements of Ho Chin-show. The 
Board further state with reference to the 
charge that in the matter of the murder 
of the Prefect K’ung Chao-fén when he 
attempted to arrest certain bad characters, 
Yang Yii-k’o and Yang Yu chi had set the 
law at defiance and the Governor-General 
and Governor had, in a roundabout manner, 
extricated these two individuals from the 
difficulty they were in, that Ho Chin-show’s 
statements are at variance with the facts of 
the case, They alsu request that an in- 
vestigation may be held into the charge of 
bribing metropolitan ofticials with a view to 
getting him off, that is brought by Ho Chin- 
show against Yang Yii-k’o. Liu Ch’ang-yo 
and Tu Jui-lien, the Governor-General of 
Yiin-kuei and the Governor of Yiinnan 
respectively, not having been previously 
entrusted with the enquiry that was formerly 
held into this matter, have no interest in 
screening Yang Yii-k’o. They are ac- 
cordingly commanded to ascertain the true 
particulars of the murder of K’ung Chao- 
fén, and whether or no Yang Yii-k’o was 
mixed up in the matter, directly or in- 
directly or bribed the metropolitan author- 
ities to get him off the penalties to which 
he was liable. 


(2) Hei Ying-k’vei 3F fe ES is ap- 
pointed Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of War, vice Kuo Sung-tao retired. 


(3) A long memorial from Tséng Kuo- 
ch’iian, Governor of Shansi, reporting the 
result of an enquiry into the conduct of 
the Magistrate of the Chi-shan district, who 
was reputed to have been very lax in his 
efforts for the relief and comfort of the 
people during successive years of famine, 
with having levied a forced contribution 
from the people for the repair of his 
Yamén, besides other grievous extortions, 
and with mismanagement in the distribu- 
tion of seed corn. The enquiry showed 
that the officer in question had not 
been guilty of extortion, but that he 
had, in effect, been guilty of mismanage- 
ment in refusing to issue seed corn to cer- 
tain landholders, who, themselves indigent, 
had substantial relatives in a position to 
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aid them, but that this mismanagement 
did not amount to actual dishonesty. It wa 
further established that he did levy a force 
contribution for the repair of his Yamén 
This fact alone brings him within the read 
of the law against extortion for expenditun 
on the public account, the penalty fog 
which is one half in severity of that allottes 
for private extortion. The amount extorte 
was Tls. 160. The half of this is Tls. 
the penalty for the extortion of which i 
100 blows. As, however, the official i 
question has been cashiered, the sentene 
need not be carried out. 

August 29th.—(1) Yang Chung-ya, lat 
Governor of Kwangsi, who was ordered # 
Peking to await other employment, report 
that he has handed over charge of the sea 
of office and the duties of his post to Chan 
Shu-shéng, Governor of Kwangtung, wh 
has been ordered to succeed him. Th 
memorialist concludes with an acknowledg 
ment of his incapacity, as shown in h 
failure to put down the rebel Li Yang-ts’ 
with a speedy hand. 

(2) Chang Shu-shéng reports that he too 
over the seals of office of the Governor q 
Kwangsi, and entered on the duties of hi 
new post on the 29th June. He had lef 
Canton and was travelling [leisurely] tq 
wards his new place of residence, when, 4 
Ch’iian-chow, in Kwangsi, he was overtake 
by a Council despatch imbodying an Inq 
perial decree ordering him to hurry to hi 
post, which he accordingly did regardle 
of the weather. The memorial conclude 
with the usual acknowledgment of the im 
portance of the duties with which 
memorialist has been entrusted, more pa 
ticularly in connection with the suppressio 
of Li Yang-ts’ai. 

(3) Hsieh Yiin-shéng, Financial Commi 
sioner of Shantung, reports the assumptiog 
of the duties of his office. 

(4) Sung Kuei, Imperial Resident ix 
Tibet, memorialises as follows :—On the 5 
of June his memorial reporting the selectiox 
of a day for the enthronement of the Dalag 
Lama’s ré-embodiment, and the manner i 
which his father had been invested with 
an order of nobility and official rank, witl 
a request to be favoured with the Imperi 
commands, was returned to him with 
decree appended. In reverent obedience 
to this decree a translation thereof wa 
made and forwarded to the Treasury, which, 
accordingly on the 14th of June, the date 
selected by this department, sent civil and 
military officers with soldiers, interpreters, 
etc., to take charge of the Imperial gifts 
which were placed by them under a yellow 
canopy and sent to the Samatan temple at 
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chia (?), where they will be received by 
e ré-embodiment as he kneels upon his 
ees and prostrates himself with his face 
the Palace in thanks for the Heavenly 
unty. After the ceremony of enthrone- 
mt has been performed, memorialist will 
esent, on behalf of the hAubilhan, the 
»morial of thanks that he is required to 
epare. The memorialist ventures to think 
at, as the father of the last generation of 
e Dalai Lamas had, by the Imperial 
ace, the rank of kung, or noble of the 
st order, bestowed upon him, and was 
rmitted to wear a button of precious 
me, with a peacock’s feather, and that 
any Ka-jén-ch’ing, the father of the pre- 
at Dalai Lama, has already been invested 
th the title of kung, he also might, as 
former instances, be permitted to wear 
button of precious stone and a peacock’s 
ither. Rescript.—Let him be permitted 
wear a button of precious stone anda 
acock’s feather.* 
August 30th.—The only document of 
.portance in this day’s Gazette is a long 
planatory memorial from An Hsing-ah, 
eper of the Treasury of the Imperial 
ousehold, endeavouring to justify his 
nduct in certain matters for which he was 
nounced by a Censor. He was called 
on (1) to explain why he was so long in 
iting that his servant had left his service 
ien called upon to produce him. He 
ites that the man having gone mad and 
t his service, he thought it would look 
spicious if he sent in an abrupt report to 
ia effect ; and that he had accordinyly 
ide endeavours to find him, but without 
ccess. (2). In answer to the charge of 
ving made an irregular appointment 
a department under his control, he 
ites that he had selected the oflicer in 
estion in consequence of a dearth of 
mpetent persons to undertake the special 
ties required, and that he was actuated 
ely by a desire to serve the interests 
the public service. (3). He justifies 
s having passed over a certain individual 
en filling up a vacancy of Manchu 
b-Lieutenant, on the ground that the 
lividual in question had come and knelt 
fure him praying to be appointed before 
had made his selection, and his bearing 
that cccasion was so loutish and un- 
xmily, showing so gross an ignorance of 
les and customs, that he sent him back 
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uces, Or, in rare instances, by Beileh or Beitzu, upon 
om they have been specially conferred. The title of 
\g carries with it, uuder ordinary circumstauces, a 
al button ouly.} 
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to his Captain to learn his duties. The 
man was promised an appointment when 
the next vacancy occurred. (See Gazettes 
of 9th, 11th, and 24th August. 2 

August 3lst.—{1) Memorial from the 
Censor T’ien Han-ch’ih praying that the 
practice of going out to meet or escort their 
superiors beyond the limits of their respec- 
tive jurisdictions, to which local provincial 
authorities have become addicted, may be 
strictly prohibited. There is a law to the 
effect that the local authority of any place 
may go to the distance of one or two li from 
the town at which he is stationed, either to 
meet or escort upon his way the Governor- 
General or Governor of a neighbouring pro- 
vince who may pass through his jurisdiction. 
Provincial Commissioners and Intendants 
of Circuit, again, are permitted to send an 
escort as far as the boundary of the pro- 
vince to meet a newly appointed Gov- 
ernor-General or Governor to the pro- 
vince in which they are serving ; and 
Prefects, Sub-Prefects, department and dis- 
trict Magistrates, are permitted to go ten lé 
from their yaméns, provided they remain 
in the limits of their own jurisdiction, to 
meet their provincial chief. In spite of 
these positive regulations, to which the 
most strict obedience should be paid, the 
memorialist has heard that whenever a high 
official passes through Chili, the Commis- 
sioners and the, Head Intendant of Circuit 
go to meet them with a staff of officers from 
the provincial capital as far as Ta-chi Tien, 
25 li westwards from the provincial capital, 
to Ts’ao-ho Tien, 25 li in a northerly direc- 
tion, or eastwards, to Pan-ch’iao Tsun, 40 li. 
The example set by these officers is emulated 
by the lower territorial authorities, all of 
whom go beyond the limits of their 
jurisdictions tov meet high officials or speed 
them on their way. When the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang returns annually 
from Tientsin to Pav-ting Fu, the military 
authorities of the later city come out to 
meet him to a distance even of one, or 
some cases, two hundred li, while the 
expectant Taotais, Prefects and Magistrates 
even go as far as Tientsin to meet him, to 
the neglect of their public duties and the 
utter disregard of the postal horses that are 
worn out in these long journeys. (For 
decree see Gazette of 21st August.) | 

(2) Wu Tsan-ch’éng, Superintendent of 
the Arsenal at Foochow, reports the death of 
Brigadier General Wu Shih-chung, Captain 
of the steam war vessel Yang Wu, while 
on board the steam vessel Mei Yiin at sea. 


~The deceased officer had gone out in the 


latter vessel on the 13th March to the rescue 


' ofa government salt junk that had anchored 


\ 


\ 
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condition, in too shallow water for the Yang 
Wu to get to her. On the arrival of the 
Mei Yiin a heavy fog came on, and fora 
number of days she could not return. At 
last, on the 19th, seeing the critical posi- 
tion in which the junk was lying, Wu Shih- 
chung prayed to the spirits for clear wea- 
ther, which he was waiting for with his 
anchor up, when he was suddenly struck 


down by apoplexy (?) Hi u a A, became 
insensible, and died. The Lieutenant of 
the Mei Ytin, having reported the circum- 
stance to memorialist, he ordered the vessel 
back, and directed the relatives of Wu 
Shih-chung to give him a fit and proper 
burial. ‘A short history of the career of 
the deceased is given. His first command 
was the steam vessel Ch’ang Shéng, on board 
of which he did good service in the capture of 
reba In 1869 he was sent to Siam by 

hén Pao-chéng to buy spars, and, subse- 
quently, was placed in command of the 
Mei-yiin and sent to cruise in the Chékiang 
waters. He was then transferred to the 
Fei-yiin and stationed at Chefoo for a while, 
being, in course of time recalled to the 
arsenal by Ting Jih-ch’ang to superinten 
the steamship building department, and to 
go out to the rescue of native and foreign 
vessels. In 1876 he was transferred to 
the Yang Wu and created superintendent 
of naval drill. During the last ten years he 
has endured much hardship, and, although 
he never complained, his constitution had 
become gradually impaired. Before start- 
ing to the rescue of the salt junk, he had 
just returned from Taiwan with the steamer 
Hai-ching that had been disabled, in 
tow.* The posthumous honors allotted 
to a provincial Commander-in-chief, who 
dies on his station after a distinguished 
career, are solicited for the deceased and 
granted by Rescript. 


(3) Memorial from Sung Kuei, Imperial 
Resident in Tibet. The T’ungshang- 
chilung ‘Hut‘uh‘kt’u Awang panctiench’ii- 
chichientsan, President of the Shangshang, 
or Treasury, has petitioned memorialist to 
the following effect :—‘‘ The former Dalai 
Lamas have all received the Imperial per- 
mission after their enthronement to send 
Abbots by way of Szech’uan to Peking 
with tribute, as a slight manifestation of 
the sincerity of their devotion. His 
Majesty has indeed extended His vast 


* (Note.—The Chinese Government steamer Hai-ching, 
whilst on & voyage to the south-west with troops, struck 
on a rock in Liang-kiao Bay, aud was so damaged that 
she had to be towed into Foochow for repairs. ] 
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mitting him to be enthroned upon the 3 
of July, and it will naturally be his duty, 
after the conclusion of the ceremony, in 
accordance with statute, respectfully to per: 
pare articles of tribute, and _reverently 
enquire after the Sacred welfare, with 
prostrations of thankful recognition of tha 
Heavenly bounty, that he may display ta 
the utmost the sincerity of his simple 
minded attachment. As he could not ven 
ture to be dilatory in this service, it i 
proposed that the mission shall start from 
Tibet in the month of May next year, and 
he would pray His Majesty, as on former 
occasions, to permit the mission to pr 

to Peking by the high road throu 
Szech’uan, in order to guard against possi 
ble mishaps.” The application, being i 
accordance with precedent, is supported 
by the memorialist. Rescript: Let 
Dalai Lama he permitted to send a special 
mission to Peking by way of Szech’uan with! 
articles of tribute. 

(4) Postscript memorial from Wu Tsan- 
ch’éng, under regulations drawn up by 
Wéng Yi, former Acting Governor-General 
of Min Ché, and Ting Jih-ch’ang, then 

overnor of Fuhkien, officers on the sea 
coast, whether civil or military, who should 
be the means of salving cargo to the value 
of Tls. 10,000 or upwards, or lives, whether 
foreign or native, to the number of ten or 
upwards, should have their names recorded 
for meritorious service. Three such records 
were to entitle the officer to an honorary 
reward bestowed by the provincial govern- 
ment, and when five such records were 
obtained the officer was to be recommended 
to His Majesty for promotion. Hsii Show-! 
shan, an expectant Lieutenant, with a button' 
of the 5th grade given for military service, 
having fulfilled the conditions enumerated 
above, isrecommended by the memorialist to 
His Majesty for promotion. Amongst other 
rescues that he effected was that of Captain 
Weishikola (? Westcott) and the cre, 
eighteen in number, of the American sailing 
vessel {(?) Folanpaili] Forest Belle, which 
foundered off the Pescadores(?) in the 
month of September, 1877. He supplied 
them with food and drink and sent them 
safely to Foochow, thereby earning the 
infinite gratitude of the Consul Delano, 
who conveyed his thanks in an official 
letter. Sanctioned by Rescript. 

September 1st.—Memorial from Liu Chao 
yuan, acting Governor of Kweichow, ™ 
porting the success that has attended the | 





- adoption of certain reforms in the course of 


education pursued at the provincial college, 
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in which the study of the Classics and 
icient writings has been substituted for 
that of verse and prose composition. In 
nis humble opinion, the appreciation of the 
fundamental principles {of conduct] and 
their application consist in attaching equal 
mportance to classical and _ historical 
writings. The source of talents that are 
lisplayed in public lies in their cultivation 
n the privacy of home. The people derive 
their morality from that of the lettered 
alass, and it is study that serves as. the 
compass of personal rectitude. The im- 
portance therefore of establishing a sound 
basis upon which to commence and a good 
method of pursuing a course of education 
is far from insignificant. Colleges are the 
instruments by which the talents and 
wholarship of the lettered class are de- 
veloped. In Kweichow there are three 
colleges in which the course of study 
hitherto pursued has been the preparation 
of prose compositions, the subject of which 
is furnished from the four books, and the 
result is that the knowledge of the scholars 
is chiefly confined to the compass of these 
works, and their acquaintance with the 
Thirteen Classics and historical writings is 
far from complete. The memorialist has 


accordingly substituted these latter works as . 


the course of study to be pursued in one of 
the three colleges, to which he has given the 
name of the Hsio Ku Shu Yuan, or ‘‘ College 
for the study of ancient authors.” A number 
of classical and historical works have been 
supplied to the college, and the progress that 
has been made by the students has been so 
satisfactory, that the literati of the pro- 
vince are anxious that the system should be 
given permanence to, and have accordingly 
requested that His Majesty may be solicited 
to grant permission for the name and objects 
of the institution to be placed on record in 
the Board of Ceremonies. 

The memorial is written in a very literary 
style, and is exceedingly difficult to trans- 
late, or even understand, for the first 
portion consists of a series of those compact 
parallel sentences which form the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of Chinese prose 
composition. It is often impossible in 
a translation to preserve the original 
terseness, a sentence of four words requir- 
ing in many instances a page of explana- 
tion before the rendering will convey any 
idea to the mind of the foreign reader. 

(2) Memorial from Wu Tsan-ch’ing, 
Director of the Foochow Arsenal, praying 
His Majesty to encourage the officers and 
artificers employed in the construction of 
steam vessels after the foreign model, by the 
bestowal of marks of approbation. The task 
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that they have had to carry out is not an easy 
one, requiring, as it does, the expenditure 
of much thought and energy. Western na- 
tions, in the construction of vessels, require 
that each part should be made in a particu- 
lar way, while contrivances, admirable in 
execution, are involved and complicated in 
design. They pride themselves on the 


oe 


novelty of their inventions, and make a~ 


boast of having things different from other 
people, with the result that they make some 
change at every step. Hence, while it is 
easy to retain the knowledge of the systems 
that are first learnt, it is impossible quickly 
to get the clue to each new discovery and 
make it at once one’s own. Since the 
construction of iron vessels after the for- 
eign model has been undertaken at the 
Foochow Arsenal, the designers have 
drawn out their plans with laborious care, 
the Superintendents of work have been 
keen in their endeavours to arrive at the 
secret of construction, while the mathe- 
maticians have been able by a process of 
deduction to apply one principle to several 
conditions. The workmen were stimulated 
by the difficulty of the designs to the dis- 
covery of their excellence and worth, and 
brought their intelligence to bear upon the 
application of “the circle and the square.” 
The inspectors were ever ready for their 
work in all weathers, and those entrusted 
with the purchase of material exercised due 
discretion, while they always took care that 
it should be imported in due time. Every- 
one, in fact, exerted himself, and the result 
was that a great undertaking was able to be 
set in motion. This undertaking, it may 
be said, was an imitative one, but it was 
nevertheless: new to them, and by the re- 
solute study of the work they had to do 
that was displayed by all, their proficiency 
in the craft progressed from shallow to 
deep, and so by their united efforts they 
were able to show successful results. Lists 
of officers and workmen who have been 
specially diligent, numbering 67 and 70 
respectively, is submitted to His Majesty, 
who is entreated to bestow upon them 
honorary distinctions, both as a reward for 
their exertions and a stimulus to future 
energy.—Rescript: Let honorary rewards 
be bestowed, as requested, upon Hsii 
Cl’ien-shén and the rest. . 

September 2nd.— Yi Jung, Imperial 
Agent at Urga, requests his parting instruc- 
tions. 

(1) Adecree. Let Yii Hsing, the member 
of the Household Division who yesterday 
presented a petition outside the Shén Wu 
gate, be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments and rigorously questioned. 


(2) A decree acknowledging a memorial 
from the Censor Wu Shun-tuan, impressing 
upon His Majesty the necessity of laying 
by grain in years of pony as @ provision 
against time of dearth. Since the com- 
mencement of summer, saturating rain has 
fallen in Shansi and Honan, while in the 
other provinces the weather has been such 
as to permit of the prediction that a 
good autumn harvest will be obtained. 
As fruitful seasons, however, are not of 
constant occurrence, timely measures should 
be taken by all the provinces to lay by a 
store of grain in readiness for emergency. 
Governors-General and Governors are ac- 
cordingly directed to cause collections of 
grain to be made at the places in which the 
harvest is good. These collections are to 
be made by the people and superintended 
by the people, and when an appreciable 
quantity has been raised it is to be stored 
with some substantial person or persons. 
The agency of official underlings is not to be 
employed, and the people are in no way to 
be vexatiously taxed. 

(3) A decree acknowledging a second me- 
morial from the same Censor, who protests 
against the annoyance experienced by can- 
didates for the forthcoming examination on 
their entrance into the gates of Peking, 
where fees are extorted from them by the 
underlings on duty and they are subjected 
to detention and hardship. The Superin- 
tendent of the Ch’ung Wén gate Customs is 
directed to issue a proclamation distinctly 
enunciating afresh the old regulations lay- 
ing down the number of boxes that candi- 
dates for examination are allowed to bring 
with them. Duty will be paid on all 
dutiable articles, but if their boxes be 
found to contain nothing of a contraband 
nature, they must be at once released and 
no fees exacted. With the exception, also, 
of the regular tariff on dutiable articles 
that may be found in the baggage of 
ordinary travellers, no fees must be levied. 
Any disregard of this prohibition will be 
visited upon the offending wei-yuan and 
underlings. 

(4) The Governor of Honan reports the 
following murder case :—Chao Chang-shih 
and her husband lived in a village in the Hua 
district, and had for their neighbour one 
Kao Shang-ch’ing, who was on terms of such 
intimacy with them that the woman did not 
retire when he came to their house. One 
day in the month of October last year, Kao 
came to Chang’s house to pay him a casual 
visit, and finding the wife alone, made 
familiar advances towards her which resulted 
in the establishment of improper relations 
between the two. At the New-year, the 
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woman Chao went to pay a congratulatory 
call at Kao’s house, and, finding Kao’s wife 
away from home, went on as usual with 
him. The wife returned and surprised 
them, but on her objecting to the rela- 
tions that she discovered to exist between 
the two, she was warned to hold her 
tongue. The husband came in the evening 
to fetch his wife, and, his suspicions being 
aroused by her confusion of manner, he 
forbad her to continue communications 
with the Kao family. Some two months 
afterwards, her husband and her father- 
in-law Chao Wén-ping went away to sco 
some relations, and Kao Shang-chiny hap- 
pening to pass the dvor as she was standing 
there, she told him how matters stood, and 
he proposed that they should elope together. 
She consented, and at midnight of the same 
day, he came to her door, which she opened, 
and they went together to his house. He 
tried to persuade his wife to go with hin, 
but she refused, and Kao then wheeled off 
the woman Chao in a wheelbarrow and 
eloped with her. The husband and father- 
in-law returned the following day, and, 
having missed the woman Chao, they 
made enquiries about her and _ learned 
from a man who had seen them together 
that she was with Kao Shang-ching. 
They went to the house, and Kav’s 
wife, finding concealment impossible, told 
them what had happened. Search was 
made for the runaway pair, but they could 
not be traced until some two months after- 
wards, when the father-in-law found the man 
and his paramour at a village in a neigh- 
bouring district, and announced his intention 
of having them arrested by the headman 
and sent for trial. Kao Shang-ch’ing went 
on his knees and prayed the father-in-law 
to let them off, promising to send the 
woman home, but Shao Wén-ching insisted 
that he would bring an action against him 
as soon as he returned. Kao Shang-ch’ing, 
afraid of the consequences of an applica- 
tion to the authorities, determined to kill 
the old man, and having imparted his 
intentions to the woman, she agreed to 
help him, and it was arranged that after 
the murder they should elope to an: 
other place. In pursuance of this plan, 
when resting for the night in a deserted 
temple while on their way homewards with 
the father-in-law, the woman went into 
the old man’s room with a bludgeon and 
struck him over the head while he was fast 
asleep. He jumped up and called out for 
help, when the man Kao rushed in and hit 
him behind the ear with a brickbat, which 
felled him to the ground; after which, 
throwing aside the brick he stabbed him 
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ith a knife in the ear and other places. 
le then sat astride of the old man and 
inched his windpipe, while the woman 
ressed the bludgeon upon his throat with 
oth her hands, until he died from suffoca- 
on. The pair then ran away, but they 
ere caught, and a trial having been held 
, which the above facts were elicited, the 
oman was executed by ling ch’th and the 
‘an was decapitated. The husband has 
xen exposed in the cangue as a punish- 
ent for his neglect to exercise proper 
mtrol over his wife. 

September 3rd.—{1) A Decree. Chang- 
hih-tung, Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
iwerently sets forth his views in a me- 
orial advocating [the benefits of] self- 
tamination and reformation as a means 
hereby providential visitations of a cal- 
nitous nature may be averted. Since 


ch moon of the present year the Golden. 


tar has been seen by day, and in the 
iddle decade of the 5th moon a dis- 
itrous earthquake occurred in Kansu, the 
ijoining districts in the province of Shén- 
being afflicted simultaneously with a like 
isaster. It is right therefore that, in 
ar and trembling, self-examination and 
.ctification of conduct should be practised, 
\ order to prevent providential visitations 
: a calamitous description caused by 
te confusion [of the elements of nature. } 
7e command all officers at Court who 
‘e charged with the duty of speaking 
a matters [to which our attention should 
> drawn,| in reverent obedience to 
tccessive decrees, earnestly to submit 
» Us their views upon any points in 
hich the constitution fails, or to suggest 
. what manner the people are suffering 
jury and may be advantaged, that We 
ay have a supply of advice from which to 
‘aw. Officials, both metropolitan and 
‘ovincial, must positively brace up their 
iergies, and pursue what is right by actual 
ustead of spurious] means, avoiding the 
vaten path of carelessness and matter-of- 
ct. Governors-General and. Governors 
ust not recommend the transfer to their re- 
rective jurisdictions of any official who has 
curred penalties for misdemeanour, unless 
s reputation as a public servant is parti- 
varly high; nor must they solicit the 
aperial clemency for the release of any 
iat may be banished. The Court has no 
xsire to go contrary to the plans of those 
gh officers who, when they are brought 
the capital to ‘await other employment, 
ting forward bodily ailments as an excuse 
vr returning to their homes. But these 
ficers have been the recipients of such 
‘eat bounty that it is their immediate 
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duty upon recovery to repair to the palace 
gate and await selection to another post. 
How can they [with propriety] study their 
own oomfort and ease in the slightest 
degree, thus disregarding the return that 
they owe for the bounty for which they are 
indebted for life and advancement in their 
career? It is upon the purity of the official 
body that the people are entirely dependent 
for the means of subsistence ; and it is the 
duty of the former to aid and support them 
as occasion demands. Of late, the ranks of 
the official class have been filled with a very 
mixed company, and purity of administra- 
tion is rarely heard of, some even carrying 
their dishonesty to the extent of injuring the 
interests of the State for the enrichment of 
themselves and their families, or fleecing 
the people to provide the wherewithal to 
curry favour with the great, with the 
result that the lower orders are troubled 
more and more each day as to how they 
shall manage to exist. We call upon Gov- 
ernors-General and Governors to be zealous 
in enquiry and in search, and exercise strict 
justice in the recommendation of the up- 
right and the denunciation of the bad. If, 
amongst their subordinates, there shall be 
any pre-eminent for purity and self-re- 
straint, they should at once honestly re- 
commend them for the bestowal of honors 
or promotion, that the ardour of the rest 
may be fanned. Although the require- 
ments of military expenditure preclude the 
withdrawal of lekin stations throughout the 
provinces, petty and vexatious extortion at 
these barriers should be sternly prohibited, 
that due compassion may be displayed 
towards the trader and the lower orders. 
With reference to the remarks of the said 
Tutor on the necessity of exercising greater 
liberality in the drawing of distinction of 
quantity [when levy ingtaxes upon dutiable 
commodities]; of being careful as to what 
agents are employed [for the collection of 
these taxes] ; and of vesting the supervision 
of these agents in the Prefects, Sub-prefecta 
and Magistrates; We command the Gov- 
ernors-General and Governors whom the 
matter concerns to give the subject due con- 
sideration and to devise a suitable course of 
action. He further states that the freshet 
of the Yellow River has this year been 
exceedingly violent, and that some of the 
protective works outside the capital of Ho- 
nan are in danger [of giving way.] He 
accordingly requests that works may be 
constructed and the channels of derivation 
dredged and deepened. Let the Director- 
General of the Yellow River and the Gov- 
ernor of Hénan take counsel together and 
give due effect to his suggestions. The 
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memorial states that the effects of the 
earthquake were felt eastward as far 
as Si-an Fu, and south-eastward to the 
southward of Ch’éng-tu. How comes it 
that We have seen no report from Ting Pao- 
chéng on this matter? Let the Governor- 
General aforesaid ascertain the true state 
of the case and report to Us. 


(2) Chang Hsien meet is appointed 
- Judge of Kwang-tung. 
September 4th.—(1) A decree appointing 


Lu Fu-lin PB [HGR to the Taotaiship of 
the Hui, Ch’ao, Chia Circuit, Kwangtung 
(Taotai at Ch’ao-chow Fu near Swatow.) 

(2) A Decree. During the famine last 
year in Shansi and Honan, Ting Jih-ch’ang, 
former Governor of Fuhkien, having in 
view the present sufferings that were being 
undergone, widely encouraged contribu- 
tions in aid, and [was instrumental in] 
the collection of large sums which were 
severally remitted for the relief of those 
in distress. In so doing Ting Jih-ch’ang 
has truly shown an appreciation of great 
and important interests, and We command 
that he be handed to the Board for the 
bestowal of the highest marks of honorary 
distinction. a 

(3) Sun Yi-yén FF is appointed 
Director of the Court of the Imperial Stud. 

(4) The only other document of any 
importance in this day’s Gazette is a me- 
morial from Li Hung-chang reporting the re- 
ult of an enquiry into certain charges made 
at the Court of Censors by Ho T’ing-yii and 
others against the Magistrate of the Jén- 
ch’iu district, whom he accused of extort- 
ing taxes when they had been remitted by 
Imperial Decree, and committing other 
irregularities. The memorialist caused en- 
quiry to be made, and finds that the man’s 
charges are incorrect, and arose from a mis- 
apprehension of the whole question. He 
proceeds to give a complicated explanation 
of the different kinds of taxes on land 
levied in the province, which are divided 
into two general categories, chéng, or re- 
gular, and tsa, or miscellaneous. To the 
former category belong the ti-ting or regular 
land tax, and the right descriptions of rents 
applied to the maintenance of members of 
the Banner forces. To the second category 
belong the rents on Government land ap- 
plied to maritime defence, the expendi- 
ture incurred on account of river works, 
military levies, and education, with the 
tax on salt boilers. The above being all 
Government taxes, would come under the 
heading of taxes remitted in times of 
calamity whether from failure of harvests 


Google 


or other causes. Rents on account of the 
Imperial Mausolea, the Board of War 
stables, the State Carriage Department, the 
Office of the Imperial Household, etc., 
are paid on land purchased by the severa! 
Yaméns by which the above departments 
are controlled, or on confiscated lands 
allotted to them. These rents are collected. 
for the various departments by the Sub- 
prefects and Magistrates in whose jurisdic- 
tion the lands are situated, or else by 
weiyuan deputed by the departments, and, 
as they do not come under the heading of 
regular State taxes, are not included in the 
general remission occasionally granted. 
The taxes complained of by the appellant 
Ho T’ing-yii came under the category of 
Yamén and other rents, and the Magistrate 
of Jén-ch’iu Hsien was therefore in order 
in compelling him to pay them. The offence 


«committed by the appellant in complaining 


to his own authorities] is, owing to his 
ignorance of the circumstances of the case, 
a venial one, but his hasty and ill-advised 
application,to the Court of Censors is a 
breach of law and merits the penalty of fifty 
blows with the usual reduction of one half, 
which the memorialist has caused to be 


inflicted upon him.—Rescript: Let the 


Board of Punishments take note. (Seo 
Gazette of 24th June.) 
September 65th. — (1) Su P'si-hsiin 


ADR alll is appointed Prefect of Lien- 
chow in Kwangtung. 

(2) A Decree. Shén Pao-chéng reports 
that he has inflicted capital punishment on 
an officer who has threatened murder, and 
prays that his commanding officer may be 
cashiered. Hu Yi-lin, a Lieutenant in the 
Ch’ang-chow garrison in Kiangnan, was 
withdrawn from certain duties in con- 
sequence of carelessness displayed by him. 
He attributed his dismissal to a certain 
Major, whom he suspected of having 
secretly reported him, and dared to abuse 
his superior officer, thinking that he had 
him in his power, having the audacity in 
addition to carry a foreign musket with 
intent to fight with him a@Voutrance. He 
has been deservedly punished by death for 
so murderous a design. The Major, under 
whose command he was, has displayed such 
gross cowardice and incapacity in being 
afraid to report so worthless a man, that 
he is not fit to set an example of leadership, 
and is forthwith dismissed. 

(3) Hsia Hsien-lun, Taotai of Taiwan, is 
committed to the Board for the bestowal 
of the highest marks of distinction as a 
reward for his energy in the promotion of 
contributions to the famine fund. 
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(4) Lu Shih-chieh fF -+ aw is ap- 


pointed Financial Commissioner at Nan- 


king, and Chén Shih-chich pj -- a, 
Judge of Fuhkien. 

(5) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Censor Hu Pin-chih, who brings 
to His Majesty’s notice the state of law- 
lessness that exists at Chung-hsiang, T’ien- 
mén and Ching-shan, places in the prefec- 
ture of An-lu in Hupeh, where kidnapping 
of women and girls is carried on to a dis- 
graceful extent. In some instances females 
have been carried off by gangs of ruffians 
and held to ransom, being sold if the money 
claimed is not forthcoming. The provin- 
cial authorities concerned are positively 
instructed to effect the speedy capture of 
all these evildoers, and to punish them 
with the utmost severity of the law. 

(6) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General of 
Shénsi and Kansu, submits a memorial re- 
porting the occurrence of an earthquake in 
the South-eastern districts of the province 
of Kansu, and the measures of relief at pre- 
sent adopted. He has been informed by 
Ch’ung Pao, the Financial Commissioner of 
the province, that reports announcing the 
occurrence of an earthquake lasting from 
29th June to 11th July have been received 
from the following districts :—Chieh Chow, 
Wén Hsien, Ch’éng Hsien, Hsi-ku Chow, 
Ch’in-an, Ch’ing-shui, Li Hsien, Hui Hsien, 
Liang-tang, San-ch’a, Ching Chow, Ch’ung- 
hsien, Ling-t’ai, An-hua, Ning-chow, Kn- 
yuan, Hai-ch’éng, P’ing-liang, Ching-ning, 
Lung-té, Hua-p’ing, Hsi-ho, T’ao Chow, 
Lung-hsi, Hui-ning and An-ting. 

During the interval between the 19th 
June and the 1st July slight shocks were 
felt nearly every day, but this was all. 
On the 1st of July, however, at about 
4 a.m., a violent shock occurred in 
Chieh Chow, Wén MHsien and Msi-ho, 
making a noise like thunder and causing 
the ground to open and water to rush 
out. The city walls, as well as the 
public offices, ancestral and other temples, 
and private houses were either levelled 
to the ground or split and rent asunder. 
The number of persons crushed to death 
varied from 10 in some places to 200 
or 300 in others, in addition to which 
a large quantity of cattle was destroyed. 
On receipt of the information, the Financial 
Commissioner sent off agents to ascertain 
the extent of the damage, in order 
that relief must be sent, and at the 
same time reported the circumstances to 
the Governor-General. The latter ob- 
serves that, in consequence of the thick- 
ness of the crust of the earth and the 
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depth of the water in Kanst, there is con- 
stantly an accumulation of subterranean 
gases and sub-aqueous vapours which find 
a vent in frequent earthquakes ; but as a 
rule these are very slight, and all is over 
in a moment. In the present instance, 
both Shénsi and Kansu have simultane- 
ously reported disastrous results from the 
earthquake, which has been particularly 
severe in the east of Kansu, though the 
amount of damage done varies in different 
departments and districts. In some places 
one shock only was felt ; in others, several 
in succession ; while in others, again, they 
continued for the whole ten days, causing 
the people to live in constant dread of 
being crushed. Many of them passed their 
nights in the open, and at moments when 
the danger was imminent their cries of 
distress were truly piteous to hear. There 
being no one to attend to the animals, even 
more of these than of human beings were 
injured or crushed to death, while most of 
the city walls, temples, public offices and 
private dwellings were destroyed, and havoc 
wrought of far greater extent than in dis- 
asters of an ordinary kind. Providentially, 
it so happened that the summer harvest had 
just been gathered, and this being a plentiful 
one, the measures of relief required were 
easily carried out. The sums necessary for 
repairs to buildings will, with the exception 
of those places in which the damage has 
been very severe, be raised locally, and 
there will be no necessity to apply for 
large sums from the Government for this 
purpose. The memorialist has already 
taken counsel with Yang Ch’ang-chiin, and 
the provincial Commissioners have been 
instructed to send officers to the places 
that have suffered, to ascertain the amount 
of damage done and to unite with the 
duly accredited authorities in each place 
in taking the various necessary steps. 
As soon as the task shall have been 
completed and a report drawn up, the 
memorialist will again address His Ma- 
jesty. The fate of Lu Tsun-k’ung, Director 
of studies, and Li Yii-yin, Sub-Director of 
studies, at Chieh Chow, who with their 
whole households, have been swallowed up 
and disappeared, is specially deplorable, and 
the provincial Commissioners have been 
directed to be particularly careful to render 
the necessary compassionate offices. The 
Board has also been communicated with 
announcing the vacancies that have thus 
been created, and requesting that fresh 
officers may be selected to fill them. The 
memorialist begs to submit this report of 
the disaster conjointly with Yang Ch’ang- 
chiin, Assistant High Commissioner for the 


reorganisation of Kansu and the New 
Dominion. 

As regards the responsibility incurred by 

memorialist, who, awaiting the punishment 

.of his shortcomings upon the frontier of 
the Empire, has had the shamefacedness to 
filch honors that are not his due, and has 
now brought down misfortune by the un- 
seemly performance of the functions with 
which he has been entrusted, it becomes 
his duty humbly to implore His Majesty 
of His heavenly grace immediately .to 
bestow dismissal upon him, as a warning 
and deterrent to others. He submits this 
request on his personal account. (For 
decree see Gazette of 23rd August.) 

September 6th.—{1) A decree directing 
the Board of Revenue to consider in con- 
cert with the Captains-General of the eight 
Banner corps a suggestion by the Censor 
Huang Yuan-shan that some of the waste 
land that abounds in Shansi, Kiangsu, and 
other provinces, should be made over in 
allotments to members of the Banner 
forces. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang report- 
ing the destruction of the autumn harvest 
by flood in many places in the province of 
Chihli, and soliciting permission to appro- 

riate some of the tribute grain en route to 
Poking for the relief of the sufferers. 
Owing to the want of sufficient rain in the 
spring the first harvest was a poor one, 
and by His Majesty’s permission relief 
was granted to certain districts in which, 
owing to the accumulation of water, no 
wheat was able to be sown. In July 
rain fell everywhere in sufficient quantity, 
and crops were universally sown, even 
@ moiety of the low-lying country which 
was under water being planted with 
rice. Towards the end of the month 
rain fell continuously, and the water 
from the mountains on the north-western 
frontier came down with a rush, filling the 
rivers which were swollen to overflowing 
on repeated occasions. Towards the middle 
of August heavy and continuous rain again 
fell, and there was such an extraordinary 
rush of water that An Chow, Hung Hsien, 
Jén-ch’iu, Su-ning, with [parts of] Pao- 
ting, Wu-ch’ing and other places in the 
Shun-t’ien prefecture, were converted into 
one vast sea. Wén-an, which from its low- 
lying condition forms the centre into which 
all the waters drain, has suffered worse 
than anywhere, and not a grain of autumn 
harvest will be collected there. The 
memorialist has instructed the authorities 
.of the afflicted districts to do their best to 
drain the water off and to apply the surplus 
of the grain and money raised for the relief 
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of the sufferers by famine to the temporary) 
aid of those in most urgent need of help, | 
but with so large an area to be provided: 
for, and such a number of people whose 
wants must be supplied, the quantity is: 
insufficient, further funds must be raised 
even if, under the most favourable condi- 
tions, the waters quickly subside and 
the people are able to sow a spring 
crop next year, for there will atill be 
an interval of nearly eleven months be- 
fore the people are able to support them- 
selves. Embankments and dykes that hava 
broken down or burst must also be repaired, 
and funds are wanted to carry out these 
schemes, which the provincial treasury, tha 
receipts of which do not meet the expendi- 
ture, is quite unable to supply, in conse- 
quence of the necessity that has existed for 
several years in succession of remitting tha 
taxes on land in many districts. The ex- 

nditure on account of the recent obsequied 

as, further, been a heavy drain on the 
provincial funds, and has necessitated tha 
diversion of large sums which cannot pos- 
sibly be replaced from the receipts on 
account of land tax for the first period of 
the present year, while the floods that hava 
now occurred render the probability of full 
receipts from the second period of taxation 
still more remote. It is impossible yet 
to say whether the autumn and winter 
contributions to the Mausolea, and tha 
pay for the banner forces and Chinese army 
can be provided at due date. The exigen- 
cies of famine expenditure have hitherto 
been met for the most part by the sale of 
offices and titles, but now that the purchase 
system has been abolished, no special meang 
of raising funds remain. In view, there- 
fore, of the value of human life, it only 
remains once more to apply for a grant of 
grain. The tribute grain from Kiangpeh 
that has been forwarded by way of the 
Grand Canal, amounting to something over 
160,000 piculs, has now reached Tientsin, 
and of this quantity the memorialist would 
crave His Majesty’s permission to attach 
60,000 piculs for distribution in the suffer; 
ing districts. (For decree see Gazette of 
26th August.) | 

September 7th.—(1) Jén Lan-shéng, 
Superintendent of the Féng-yang Customs 
station in Anhui, submits a return of duties 
collected during the year ending 19th 
June, 1879. This station is credited with 
Tis. 90,159 regular assessment, and Ts, 
17,000 additional assessment, being a total 
of Tis. 107,159. The result of the year’s 
collection is only Tls. 47,236, being con- 
siderably in arrear of the sum at which the 
Custom House is rated ; and though more 
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an the receipts of the first period since 
e establishment of the station in 1876, is 
3s than the collection of the year before 
st. Grain is the chief staple from which 
e income of the Féng-yang Customs is 
rived, and next to this come the receipts 
om taxes on miscellaneous goods carried 
rland. Prices have been so even every- 
here during the past year that merchants 
we not been able to make any profit out 
‘the grain trade, and but few cargoes have 
wsed the barrier, while the greater part 
‘ the foreign goods inwards and native 
‘oduce outwards have been carried under 
ansit pass, which frees them from further 
xation en route. The miscellaneous articles 
mveyed by land that pass the barrier are 
: small lots, and carried for the most part 
7 petty traders, and the receipts from this 
ass of goods have been insignificant. 

(2) Memorial from Kuo Sung-tao, Vice- 
resident of the Board of War, praying 
is Majesty graciously to permit him to 
wate his post by reason of his ailments, 
om which it is impossible for him speedily 
yrecover. On the 14th May the memo- 
alist reported his arrival at his home, and 
athe 2nd July his memorial was returned 
» him by the Tsung-li Yamén with a 
scree of the 17th June to the following 
fect :—‘‘ It is noted. The Vice-President 
\ question has worked with genuine zeal, 
id has not shrunk from toil and fatigue. 
8 soon as his infirmities are slightly im- 
toved let him at once come to the capital 
» perform his duties.” As the memorial- 
t read this decree while kneeling upon 
is knees,‘ he was filled with unutterable 
tatitude, and he felt that he had no right, 
y reason of his feeble and vile carcase, 
» give anxiety to the Imperial heart 
id receive consolatory commands. He 
‘oks earnestly forward to the day when his 
mnplaint shall have been taken away, that 
e® may try by slow degrees to repay in 
me way the debt of gratitude he owes. 
Jas! full of years and broken down in 
ealth, with faculties impaired and mental 
aergy relaxed, his food for some time past 
a8 returned, and he is gradually develop- 
ig symptoms of biliary calculus, while the 
ervous agitation to which he has long been 
abject renders him dizzy and confused to 
ouble the extent that it used to do. He 
‘continually changing his doctors, but to 
0 avail, and his progress is retarded by 
npatience for recovery.' As he thinks 
pon himself, he greatly fears that for 
te rest of his life, which should be 
pent as that of a dog or a horse in his 
taster’s service, he will lapse into a 
aralytic state by gradual stages; and as 
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he reflects upon the difficulties of the 
times, he is filled with shame at the 
thought that he cannot mend matters even 
in an infinitesimal degree, while an ailing . 
person like himself is allowed in vain 
to hold the seals of military sway. As he 
puts the question to himself as to what 
he ought to do, his fears increase, and 
he bears the consciousness of wrong upon 
his mind. After turning the matter over 
and over in his mind he has come to the 
conclusion that it is his duty to implore the 
Heavenly grace to bestow upon him per- 
mission to vacate the post of Vice-President 
of the Board of War, that he may attend 
to his ailments with a quiet mind. It may 
then providentially happen thal, having no 
duties to perform, his care of himself may 
be attended with success, and as long as he 
has a breath to live he will still hope that 
he may be able to offer himself to be used 
as a horse to be driven by the whip wher- 
ever his master will, As soon as he has 
recovered he will hasten to the Court and 
pray that employment may be bestowed 
upon him. He will not venture to consult 
his ease or comfort in the slightest degree. 
(For decree see Gazelte of 27th August. 

September 8th.—(1) Ch’ing Lin Jeri 
is appointed Chief Supervisor of Instruc- 
tion. 

(2) Memorial from the Board of Punish- 
ments reporting the result of their enquiry, 
in obedience to Imperial decree, into the 
charges brought against Yang Yii-k’o, 
General of the Kao Chow Brigade in 
Kwangtung, by Ho Chin-show, Compiler 
of the Han Lin. He was accused of pay- 
ing heavy bribes to metropolitan officials to 
say a good word for him in the matter of 
the murder of the Prefect of Tung-ch’uan 
in Yiinnan, whereby he escaped denun- 
ciation to the Throne. Upon being called 
upon to be more explicit in his statements, 
Ho Chin-show declared that Yang Yii-k’o 
had opened a bank called the Yiin Féng-t’ai 
in Peking, had lodged several lacs of taels 
in the shop of Li Chung-ming, the book- 
seller, with whom he had contracted a 
sworn friendship, and had acknowledged 
a relationship with Kao Wei-kuang, a 
second class assistant Secretary in the 
Board of Ceremonies. The Board at once 
communicated with the Board of Cer- 
emonies and requested them to direct 
Kao Wei-kuang, who is an expectant 
second class Secretary, not assistant Secre- 
tary, to present himself before the Board. 
The Prefect of Shun-t’ien produced the 
prisoner Li Chung-ming, who is under 
sentence of banishment, and the Police 


Magistrate of the Eastern division produced 
the Manager of the Yiin Féng-t’ai bank. 
Secretaries were ordered to examine these 
witnesses carefully upon each point brought 
forward by Ho Chin-show. Wang T’i- 
chien, the banker, deposed that the Yiin 
Féng-t’ai was established in 1875 by Yan 

Yii-k’o with a capital of Tls. 150,000, sod 
that he has branches for the sale of bills 
and remission of money in Shanghai, Han- 
kow, Hsiang-t’an in Hunan, P’ing-yao in 
Shansi, and Yiinnan Fu. The bank was a 
commercial undertaking and no money had 
been offered in presents to metropolitan 
officials, Kao Wei-kuang, the second class 
Secretary, deposed that Yang Yii-k’o visited 
Peking in the year 1874 and that a fellow 
townsman had acted as a go-between in 
arranging a marriage between Yang Yii- 
k’o’s son and his, the Secretary’s daughter, 
but the marriage had not yet taken place. 
He was ready to produce the certificates of 
age that had been interchanged in support 
of his statements. The impending marriage 
had led to a considerable correspondence 
during the past few years between himself 
and Yang Yii-k’o, from whom he had 
borrowed, at one time or another, Taels 
8,000, but this was a loan applied for and 
granted in consideration of the close rela- 
tionship that was about to be formed, and 
he had in no way exerted his influence on 
behalf of Yang Yii-k’o. Li Chung-ming, 
the criminal undergoing a sentence of 
banishment, stated that he became 
acquainted with Yang Yii-k’o on his 
first visit to Peking, when he came to the 
deponent’s shop to purchase books. In 
1878 he ayvain visited Peking and took 
lodgings close to deponent’s shop, which 
he frequently visited. In the month of 
September he proposed to purchase a copy 
of the T’u Shu Chi Ch'éng, or Encyclopedia 
of Literature, that was for sale in the shop, 
and for which Tls. 12,000 were asked. 
Yang Yii-k’o deposited an order for that 
amount on the Yiin Féng-t’ai bank with the 
deponent, but he afterwards declared that 
the price was too high and called in his 
order, only purchasing a copy of the Hui 
Tien, or ‘‘ Dynastic Institutes,” and several 
medical works, for Tls. 600. He deposited 
no money in the shop, neither did 
deponent contract a sworn alliance with 
him, nor enter into relations with any 
metropolitan authorities on his account. 
The statements of these witnesses could 
not be shaken under the most careful and 
repeated questioning, and none of them 
would admit the truth of Ho Chin-show’s 
statements regarding the bribery practised 
by Ho Chin-show to save himself from de- 
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nunciation for the murder of K’ung Chao- 
féng, Prefect of Tung-ch’uan Fu. Under 
these circumstances the memorialists have 
no evidence before them upon which to 
determine accuracy or the reverse of Ho 
Chin-show’s charges :—The facts of the mur- 
der of Kung Chao-féng, as elicited at the 
enquiry held at the time of the occurrence, 
were as follows. In 1874, Yang Yii-lin, 
uncle of Yang Yii-k’o, was beaten to death 
by the underlings of the Prefect of Tung- 
ch’uan, and Yang Ju-chi, son of Yang Yi- 
lin, and cousin to Yang Yii-k’o, having 
brought a charge to this effect against 
Kung Chao-féng, he was removed from his 
post and brought to Yiinnan Fu to be put 
on his trial. While he was awaiting 
this enquiry, Yang Ju-chi went to the 
house in which he was lodging and killed 
him. It was ascertained that Yang Yii-ko 
was in no way privy to the crime, and 
Yang Ju-chi, having been sentenced t 
summary decapitation, his sentence was 
modified by Imperial decree to decapitation 
after the usual autumn revision, but he 
was not executed, as his name was not 
marked for execution on two successive 
revisions of the lists of condemned crim 
inals. This is the settlement of the ca 
as reported to His Majesty. Ho Chin 
show now states that Yang Yii-k’o supplied 
his cousin with a body of braves and se 
him on to kill K’ung Chao-féng, but thal 
Ts’én Yii-ying, the Governor, got him of 
in a roundabout way. These charges being 
of a serious nature, it would be inexpedient 
to disregard them on the ground that th 
case has already been closed, and as th 
present Governor-General of Yiin Kuei an 
the Governor of Yiinnan were not com 
nected with the original enquiry, His Ma 
jesty is requested to direct them to holt 
a joint investigation of the facts. (Se 
Gazette of 28th Aug.) 

September 9th.—{1) A long decree sum 
marising the result of the enquiry insti 
tuted by Kuang Show and P’an Tsu-yin 
under Imperial decree, into the charge 
brought against An Hsing-ah, one of th 
comptrollers of the Imperial Household 
by the Censor Téng Ch’ing-lin. (See Ga 
zettes of August 9th, 11th, 24th and 30th. 
An Hsing-ah having been found guilty, i 
a certain degree, of the acts with which hi 
is charged, and having prevaricated an 
kept back the truth when called upon fo 
an explanation, is certainly deserving 0: 
punishment. He is, accordingly, com 
mitted to the Board for the determinatior 
of a penalty.. Various other penalties an 
inflicted upon different officials in connec 
tion with the same case, and some af 


Srer. 9—11.] 


133 





rdered to be placed on their trial as soon 
s the missing gateman and one Ja Lung-ah, 
7ho is a personage under a fictitious name, 
ave been discovered. 

(2) A formal decree authorising the usual 
rocedure in the case of a number of minor 
erritorial officials in Kiangsi, whose ac- 
ounts show defalcations. 

(3) A decree calling for an explanation 
rom the Court of Censors. Jung Lu and 
thers are accused by the Censor Kan T’i- 
ning of favouritism and want of openness 
n their report of the examination of a 
-olice Magistrate, one Han Shih-chtin, who 
ras tried on a charge of extortion. (See 
tazette of 16th August.) 

(4) Hung Hai BE Ge is appointed Taotai 
t+ Kiukiang. 

(5) A decree ordering the Board of 
->unishments to be careful in future to 
end the minutes of evidence upon which 
he list of condemned prisoners is revised 
o the different Yaméns at due date, a 
Yensor having complained that they are 
requently forwarded only the day previous 
© that upon which officers are told off to 
‘evise them, instead of fifteen days before, 
is laid down by law. 

No other documents of importance. 

September 10th.—(Abstracts of memo- 
ials.) Chu Ch’iang (Superintendent of the 
thina Merchants’ Steam Navigation Com- 
vany) reports that dredging apparatus is 
lot particularly suitable for use in the 
3rand Canal. 


(1) Chang Méng-yuan ie JG is 
lirected to act as Taotai of T’aiwan. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
‘egrets at the announcement of the death 
# Hsia Haien-lun, Taotai of T’aiwan, by 
he Governor-General of Min Chéh. The 
leceased officer rendered valuable assistance 
o Tso Tsung-t’ang in the work of military 
rganisation in the province of Fuhkien, 
ind both as acting Taotai of the Ting-chang- 
ung circuit and Taotai of T’aiwan his rule 
ras beneficent and generous, while in the 
vork of maritime defence and the exploita- 
ion of mines he was unsparing of personal 
atizue and inconvenience. In accordance 
ith the Governor-General’s request he is 
o be granted the highest posthumous 
1onors that can be allotted to officers of his 
‘ank upon decease after distinguished mili- 

service. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the fleet of grain junks, numbering 630 
wil, have passed beyond the frontier of 
Shantung on their way northwards. The 
memorialist describes the difficulties of the 
passage of the Yellow River and the 
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entrance into the Grand Canal in much the 
same manner as other and earlier reports. 

(4) Chou Héng-ch’i, Governor of Shan- 
tung, forwards a return of the receipts 
at the Chefoo Custom House from 20th 
January, 1878, to 9th January, 1879. This 
Custom House is rated by the Board of 
Revenue at Tis. 50,000 regular assessment, 
and Tis. 20,000 surplus assessment. The 
receipts for the year under review were as 
follows :— 

Taels, 

Duties collected at Chefoo and 
the twenty-three ports under the 
jurisdiction of the Chefoo Customs 56,017 





Waste allowance .............ceeceeee 5,601 

Duties on grain tribute carried 
by sea (remitted by order)............ 1,100 
Duty on foreign opium ............ 6,819 
Waste allowance on opium ...,.. 1,060 
70,597 


Deduct duty on foreign opium 
which has to be forwarded in toto 
to the capital, as well as waste 
allowances, and a balance remains 
Of isceccreccececessscecesercscesssscssceses 13,480 


57,117 








This leaves a deficit of Tis. 4,881 on the 
total rating of the Custom House by the 
Board. The deficit is accounted for by the 
explanation that the receipts at the Custom 
Houses are dependent upon the agri- 
cultural prosperity, or the reverse, of the 
year. Since the establishment of the Chefoo 
Customs, between ten and twenty years ago, 
the receipts, even in good years, have 
never reached Tls. 70,000, the amount at 
which the establishment is rated by the 
Board. Of late years trade has decreased, 
while the famines in Shansi and Honan 
have had their effect upon commerce, and 
local disasters from flood and drought have 
added to the general depression. Careful 
and diligent supervision has enabled the 
Taotai to show a larger income than during 
the previous twelve months, and as the . 
deficit occurs only in the additional surplus 
assessment, the first surplus assessment 
having been collected in full, the memo- 
rialist begs, on behalf of Fang Ju-yi, the 
Customs Taotai, that he may not be called 
upon to make this deficit good.—Referred 
to the Board of Revenue. 


September 11th.—(1) Ling Kuei Ba HE 
and Ch’éng Lin KX BK are appointed Chief 


and Deputy High Commissioners respect- 
ively of the Customs and octroi of Peking. 
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(2) A decree ordering tablets to be pre- 
pared by the Imperial College of Inscrip- 
tions for suspension in the temples to the 
God of War and the tutelary deity in the 
district town of Té-p’ing in Shantung. 
These deities have shown themselves ready 
in granting response to prayers for rain, 
and to the protection of the God of War 
the safety of the town was due when sur- 
rounded by the Nienfet in 1868. 

(3) Memorial from the Censor Wu Shun- 
ku suggesting the establishment of people’s 
granaries for the storage of contributions 
of grain offered in times of plenty as a 
provision against famine in time of drought. 
(For summary see decree of 2nd Sept.) 

(4) The same Censor complains of the 
treatment to which candidates for the ap- 
proaching examinations are treated by the 
underlings at the Ch’i Hua and Tung Pien 
gates upon their entry into Peking. The 
floods that are out in the neighbourhood 
of the great roads to the eaxt and west, 
compel most of the candidates to come up 
by boat from Tientsin ta T’ungchow. On 
their arrival at the Ch’i Hua or Tung Pien 
gates of Peking, the clerks and underlings 
on duty fleece them at will, charging as 
much in some instances as Tls. 8 for each 
box they carry, and never less than Ts. 4. 
They demand a fine, too, of ten times the 
value upon certain. common necessaries 
that they find in the baggage of the candi- 
dates, although these are not dutiable ; and 
if this is not paid they are sent. to the office 
of the Customs and- detained there to 
await further investigation. Again, these 
underlings are not prompt in searching 
baggage, &c., with the result that there is 
a block of carts and animals at the gates, 
and the students are kept from the rest 
they need after a long and arduous journey. 
(For decree see Gazette of 2nd Sept.) 

(5) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang recommends Liu Ch’i-lin, an ex- 
pectant Prefect, for the post of maritime 
Sub-prefect of Sung-kiang Cu. This is a 
post requiring an officer of experience and 
ability, and the memorialist is satisfied that 
his nominee is well suited to the appoint- 
ment. The usual account of his antece- 
dents is given.—Referred to the Board of 
Civil Office. 

(6) Wu Ch’i-hsiin, General of the Hai- 
tan division in Fuhkien, reports his arrival 
at his post. : . 

September 12th.—({Court Circular.) The 
Board of Ceremonies prays that a date may 
be fixed for the substitution of the winter 
official hat for the summer one now worn. 
The decree was received, ‘‘ Let the change 
be made on the 6th October.”’ The greater 
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has been visible by day, and the clou 


(Serr. 11—12. 


part of this day’s Gazette is occupied by 

memorial from Chang Chih-tung, Tutor o 
the Imperial Academy, who makes th 
occurrence of the recent earthquake i 
Kansu a text for the inculcation of ad 
ministrative reform. Since the end of Jul 

last, the ‘‘ golden star” (the planet Ven 


have presented a strange appearance, whil¢ 
in the month of June a disastrous earth 
quake occurred in Kansu, which aft 
the provinces of Shénsi and Szechuen simul. 
taneously, the shocks being felt eastw: 
as far as Si-an in the former provin 
and in the South-east as far as Ch’eng- 
Fu, an area of over 2,000 li in wid 
The golden star does not, like otha 
planets, augur prosperity or good thin 
to come. The Fook of History end th 
Records of the Han dynasty both 
that the mountain and river systems 
of China have their centre in Shénsi A 





Szechuen, and although the declaration o| 
the soothsayers with regard to the extensiv 
and protracted: earthquake that has now 
occurred cannot be absolutely accepted, 
still the conspicuous appearance of tl 
heavens, and the unquestionable physi 
phenomena [that have been recently wi 
nessed] cannot be considered otherwi 
than asa warning from heaven. A referencd 
to antecedent records discloses the vad 
that in the 7th year of the reign of K’an 

the appearance of the golden star by day be 
also accompanied by an earthquake, an 
His Sacred Majesty thereupon issued 4 
decree calling for general self-examination 
and reform, and inviting his officers to point 
out what. was amiss in the adnninistration, 
after which His Majesty’s illustrious suc; 
cessors followed the example thus set on 





upon occasions of the occurrence of natu 
phenomena; and history contains reco 
of innumerable occasions upon which this 
course was followed. In pursuance of thi 
custom, the memorialist avails himself o 
his privileges, and submits his views upd 
certain administrative questions in which, 
in his opinion, reform is needed. A sum- 
mary of these suggestions has already 
appeared in a decree of the 3rd of Septem- 
ber. He argues each point at great length, 
but space will not admit of an attempt 
even to reduce his arguments within 4 
reasonable compass, but as the matter 
touched upon have already been entered 
into time after time by himself sd 
many others, a fist of the heading 
into which he divides his criticiams will be 
sufficient to indicate the line he adopt 
These are four in number, viz :—(1) The 
desirability of affording greater facilities 
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for the communication of their views by 
Ministers high and low to their Sovereign. 
(2) Purity of official administration. (3) 
Improvement’of the condition of the lower 
classes. (4) The institution of greater 
precautionary measures against inundation 
from the Yellow River. He introduces 
quotations from the Shoo-king, the Book of 
Changes, and numerous historical works, in 
support of his arguments, and his whole 
memorial is full of the literary pedantries 
that are affected by so large a class of 
Chinese scholars. 

September 13th.—(1) A decree in an- 
swer to a memorial from the Censor Wén- 
chiieh, who, declares that the supple- 
mentary Courts established in the provinces 
for the clearing off of judicial arrears and 
the settlement of the accounts of retirin 
officials have lately come to be preside 
over by Taotais and Prefects who have 
obtained their rank by military service or 
purchase, while the subordinates are for 
the most part private secretaries or friends 
of the higher officials who have purchased 
rank, and whose respective chiefs avail 
themselves of the patronage afforded by 
these supplementary Courts to give them 
a helping hand. ‘These minor officials, 
looking upon their connection with the 
Courts in question merely as a means of 
advancement, allow the work to get into 
arrear, while the system of their appoint- 
ment gives rise to bribery, the exercise 
of undue influence, and numerous abuses of 
a like nature. The Censor accordingly 
advocates the abolition of these Courts, but 
as this would defeat the object with which 
they were originally established, viz., the 
furtherance .of the public interests, his 
suggestion is not adopted. Provincial high 
authorities are, however, positively in- 
structed to put a stop to the abuses to which 
the Censor calls attention, and to see that 
improper persons are not employed. 

(2) A decree in answer to a second memo- 
tial from this Censor, who states that he has 
been informed that members of the official 
class have established gambling houses in 
Peking which are supported by the’ per- 
centage deducted from winnings, and that 
numbers of people are invited tv assemble 
there, gambling being carried on in the most 
open way. The metropolitan executive 
are directed to make careful search for 
establishments of the kind, and to arrest 
any persons engaged in gambling, whether 
as principals or clients, irrespective of what- 
ever rank they may hold, and to punish 
them as the law demands. 

(3) A decree also in answer to the Censor 
Wén-chueh, who prays that that princes 
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and dukes may be ordered to keep their 
sons under due restraint and control. The 
children of the nobility are all person- 
ally related to the Imperial House, and it 
is their natural duty to maintain in their 
own persons the principles of law and 
propriety, that they may not be unworthy 
of the gracious favour of the Court that has 
set them up. If, as the Censor declares, 
the younger generation of the nobility do 
indeed frequent temples and fairs in private 
dress, wandering about in pursuit of un- 
lawful pleasure, and do take delight in the 
company of play actors, they display an un- 
doubted want of dignity. Let the princes, 
beileh, beitzd and dukes keep their sons 
under strict discipline and control. They 
must positively enforce particular obedience 
to.the laws ot propriety, aud the teaching 
of their elders, and not permit the slightest 
freedom or license. 

(4) Postscript memorial from T’au Chung- 
lin, Governor of Shénsi. At 3 a.m. on the 
1st of July, the earth began to shake in 
the capital of Shénsi, causing door-handles 
to ra'tle, and the paper in the windows 
to rustle, while the sensation experienced 
was similar to that of sitting in a lightly 
laden boat that is rocked by a gentle 
breeze, but the shock was over in a 
moment, and no disastrous effects were 
experienced. The memorialist immediately 
instructed his subordinates by circular 
to ascertain by careful enquiries the ex- 
tent of the movement, and to be careful 
to afford relief where damage had been 
done. Reports were received in due 
course from the various districts under his 
jurisdiction, showing that the movement 
extended eastwards as far as the T’ung 
barrier, and northward to Yén-an, under 
similar conditions to those experienced in 
the provincial capital ; but in the southwest 
the shock was more severe, bridges having 
been broken asunder and roads having 
collapsed in Pin Chou and Ch’ang-wu, 
while Ning-ch’iang, Lio-yang, Pao-ch’éng, 
Liu Pa and Feng Hsien in the prefec- 
ture of Han-chung, were visited with still 
more disastrous effects. ‘The authorities 
in these places report that at 1 p.m. on the 
29th June a slight movement took place 
which was not noticed by most people, but 
at 3 a.m. on the Ist July a violent shock 
occurred accompanied by loud noise, shak- 
ing down some of the crenelated battle- 
ments of the walls of the towns, and 
causing hoardings and earthen walls to fall. 
The authorities of these places all stated 
that no injuries resulted. At Yén-lung 
and Lin-yu, in the Féng-hsiang prefecture, 
the shock was slighter, but at Pao-chi four 
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persons were crushed to death, and one 
also at Ch’ien Chow. At Lan-t’ien two 
children were injured. The above accidents 
were caused hy the falling in of the caves 
in which the people lived, before they had 
time to escape. [Reflection on the cause of 
this disaster has led the memorialist] re- 
spectfully to form the following conclu- 
sions :—Earth is the female principle of 
nature [which is also] the governing prin- 
ciple of Ministers [of the Sovereign, whose 
governing principle is Yang, or Heaven. ] 
At the time of the summer solstice, when 
[the digram of] one [broken line or] 
the Yin, principle, [and two whole lines or 
Yang principles] is first evolved (?), in the 
proper order of things quiet and tranquil- 
lity should prevail, and from such a distur- 
bance as this may be gathered the fact that 
the administration of the official class has 
failed in some respect. Memorialist, un- 
worthy of the trust, has been charged with 
the Government of a western frontier pro- 
vince, and the disparity between his talents 
and his responsibilities have caused the fre- 
quent appearance of disastrous phenomena. 
The burden of hisshortcomings is truly heavy 
to bear, and ali that he can do is to direct 
his official subordinates with mutual rev- 
erence and awe each to make personal 
resolves in a reverential spirit [to amend 
their ways], in the hope of putting a stop to 
strange revolutions [of the laws of nature. ] 
—Rescript: Let him at once direct his 
subordinates to take effective measures for 
the comfort and consolation of the sufferers, 
that not a single individual be allowed to 
lose his home. 

September 14th.—(1) A decree commit- 
ting Jung Lu, Commandant of the Gen- 
darmerie, to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty for having employed Han 
Shih-chiin, the police Magistrate in Peking, 
who has lately been denounced by a Censor 
for extortion and other malpractices, at 
the Imperial Mausolea while he was already 
holding a substantive post in the capital. 
(See Gazette of 19th August.) 

(2) An appeal by Sung Ta-kwei, expect- 
ant Sub-prefect in Szechuen lately cashiered, 
who brings a charge of false imprisonment 
against the Governor-General Ting Pao- 
chéng, is referred by decree to that officer 
for an explanation. 

(3) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Sha-hu K’ou forwards a return of duties 
collected at that station during the year 
ending 16th October, 1878. The total 
amounts to Tls. 27,886. 

(4) Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General of the 
Two Kwang, reports the death, upon the 
1st of August, of Chin Kwo-ch’én, Judge 
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‘of Kwangtung. The deceased officer was 
on the point of making arrangements to go 
to Peking for audience. Chang MUsien- 
chéng, Taotai of the Hui Ch’ao Kiu circuit 
(Ch’ao-chow Fu), is suggested as a fit officer 
to perform the acting duties of provincial 
J Give cGrantel by earlier decree. 

(5) Memorial from Yén Hsii, Lieutenant 
Governor of Jeh-ho, reporting the result of 
the rehearing of an appeal case, in which the 
appellant Li K’o-sin, a bannerman of the 
Kh’orchin Mongol tribe, had been induced 
by one Kuan to charge Sung-chi-cha-pa, s 
tabwnang or noble, with having caused the 
death of his uncle. The facts are as fol- 
lows:—Li Ko-sin was a Manchu, and 8 
pao-t or bondservant of the prince of Kuo. 
His great grandfather had accompanied the 
koko, or daughter, of the prince of Kuo to 
the house of the tabunang Sung-chi-cha-pa, 
to whom she had been given in marriage, 
and the family had been attached to the 
tabunang’s household for four generations, 
The present Sung-chi-cha-pa, the descendant 
of this princess, was constantly in the habit 
of extorting money from Li Lien-kuei, 
the uncle of Li K’o-sin, and beating him 
when he refused to supply his wants. 
In the month of February, 1878, one of 
these periodical demands for money was 
made, and Li Lien-kuei being unable 
to meet it, and fearing that a beating would 
follow, went away and hid himeelf. Li 
K’o-sin, who went to enquire for his uncle, 
was falsely told by Sung-chi-cha-pa that he 
had beaten Li Lien-kuei to death; and, 
believing the statement, was induced by 
one Kuan who wrote out a petition 
for him, to appeal to the Censorate at 
Peking. On proceeding to pass sentence, 
a difficulty presented itself to the memo 
rialist, from the fact that there is nothing 
on record to establish the status of 4 
p’ei-chia, or servant who accompanies his 
mistress to her husband’s home, and he 
does not know whether or no he should be 
punished in the same manner as a Mongol 
slave. He prays therefore that the Yaméns 
concerned may be directed to take the case 
into consideration and inform His Majesty 
of the course that should be adopted in the 
present instance, which will afford a pre 
cedent for future cases.—Referred by te 
script to the Yaméns concerned. ( 
Gazette of 18th July, 1878 ) 

September 15th.—(1) A decree. Feng 
Shén and his colleague solicit the release of 
a degraded official who was ordered into 
banishment, and who has performed the 
duties imposed upon him with diligene 
and zeal. Miu Ching-sén, expectant Magis 
trate in Szechuen, while employed 
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military service in Annam, went beyond 
the frontier with his concubine and got 
into trouble. He subsequently falsely 
declared that some subsidies for the pay 
of the troops had been stolen, and was the 
means thereby of nearly causing a disturb- 
ance, the General of the brigade having 
detached troops to arrest the so-called 
thieves. For these offences he was banished 
to the Amur, and his crimes being of a 
comparatively serious nature, We cannot 
sanction the request of Féng Shén and his 
colleague for his release. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. Ho T’ing-chao, expectant Prefect 
in Hupeh, reports that he was sent by the 
Governor of that province in charge of 
a subsidy of Tls. 170,000 on its way to 
Peking, the silver being packed in seventy- 
one cases. He left Hupeh on the llth 
July, and reached An-yang Hsien in 
Honan on the 10th August, where he was 
detained for two days by the rain. On 
the 18th August he was provided by the 
Magistrate of An-yang with an escort, and 
reached the Chang River on the borders 
of Chihli on the same day. The silver was 
sent across the river in detachments, and 
just as the boats were nearing the northern 
bank a freshet suddenly came down. Every 
effort was made to rescue the boats, but in 
&@ moment so great a rush of water came 
down that the hinder boat with two carts 
of treasure was carried away, as well as 
the men in charge of them. Efforts were 
immediately made by the Magistrate of 
An-yang and the Sub-prefect of Tz’t-chou, 
on the Chihli side of the river, to recover 
the money, and they succeeded in fishing 
up eight cases of treasure from the river 
as well as one from the mud on the 
shore, leaving still eleven missing, which 
contained Tls. 11,000 of sycee. The river 
at this point is very wide, and the mud 
and sand of which the bed is composed is 
very deep [and soft] so that efforts for the 
recovery of the balance, which had been 
continued for days in succession, had not, 
so far, been attended with success. The 
Sub-prefect of T’zii-chow sent in a report 
to much the same effect, adding that the 
Chang River had its source in Shansi, and 
the rise and fall of the current was most 
uncertain, When it rose, the river was 
seven or eight li in width, and when it 
subsided a waste of sand and muddy de- 
posit was left behind. Of late the main 
stream has flowed in a southerly direction, 
causing a bank of sand to rise in the mid- 
dle, so that treasure or other articles coming 
up from the south have to cross the sand 
bank to reach the northern shore. The 
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southern half of the river is in the jurisdic- 
tion of An-yang, and the northern half in 
that of Tz’i-chow, so the custom has 
hitherto been for the latter place to escort 
official cortéges travelling southward as 
far as the southern bank of the river, and 
for the former place to perform a similar 
service for those travelling northward. 
On learning of the approach of the silver 
with its convoy, the Sub-prefect of Tz’i- 
chow sent runners to the north bank to 
receive it, and as the accident occurred 
before these men had taken charge, he 
was not literally responsible. Never- 
theless, he felt it his duty to superin- 
tend the efforts for the recovery of the 
money, which were continued day and 
night. The men who accompanied the 
carts that were washed away were picked 
up alive some 5li lower down. The memo- 
rialist, while admitting that the mishap 
was beyond the power of human effort to 
prevent, considers that the officers in charge 
and the local authorities should be directed 
to do their best to recover the money, which 
is a considerable item, and has given orders 
accordingly.—Rescript: Let the proper 
Board take note. 

September 16th.—(1) A decree announc- 
ing the following appointments to the post 
of Literary Chancellor, the period during 
which the posts are held expiring this 
year :— 


Kiangsi ...... Wang Hung-luan FEES t- 
Chékiang......Chang Yiin-ch’ing Wee 
Fuhkien ......K’ung Kang | A. 

Hupeh......... Tsang Chi-ch’én a 3 Fz. 
Hunan.........T’ao Fang-ch’i Ki) Fits. 
Shantung.....Tsai Hung-iz’t Bs . 
Shangi......... Huang Yii-tang REE. 
Kanau .........Chen Yén-hsi GIF BE. 
Szechuen......Ch’én Fan-hou Ba te FR. 
Kuangtung ...Féng Erh-ch’ang i ee a : 
Kuangsi ......Ch’in Shu-ch’un AS ate 
Yunnan ..,...Lu Yin ines 

pk Wee 
Feng-t’ien Fu. P’an Ssii-lien HE 


The following officers having only recently 
been appointed, are not required to vacate 


their respective posts :— 
Anhui ......... Sun Yi-wén  fARiT. 
Bae Hil: 


Shénai .........Fan Kung-hsii 


Kueichow.....Lin Kuo-chu 
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Shun-tiien ...Chéng Haii-chih BXPP RY. 
Kiangsu ......Hsia T’ung-shan B | 7S. 
Honan ......... Chéng Liao-shou BS 


(2) The following appointments are 
gazetted :—Financial Commissioner, Ché- 


kiang, Té Ching fj Bt. Judge of Honan, 


Ya Shan ER LY. 


(3) The Board of Revenue are instructed 
to take into consideration an application 
from the Superintendent of Customs at 
Chang-chia-k’ou (Kalgan) for permission 
to make good the deficiency on his addi- 
tional assessment in a decreased ratio. 

(4) A decree .dismissing an application 
from the Censor Liang Chiin for the punish- 
ment of the Governor-General of the Hu- 
kwang provinces, and Shao Héng-yi, 
Governor of Hunan, who appended their 
names to a memorial of Lo Tg-ch’un, Com- 
mander-in-chief in Hunan, who should 
have allowed the memorial to emanate 
from the former high authorities. The 
Governor-General and Governor explain 
that the Commander-in-chief sent them 
a copy of the memorial only after the 
original had been despatched. 

(5) Ch’én Lan-pin (Minister to the United 
States, etc.) is appointed a senior Vice- 
President of the Court of Censors. 

(6) Postscript memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéng requesting authority for the removal 
of Jui Ling, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Manchu garrison at Chinkiang, and sending 
him back to his depét. Chinkiang being a 
port open to foreign trade, where a mixed 
population is assembled from all quarters, 
requires the presence of a watchful and 
capable officer. The Lieutenant-Colonel has 
always performed his duties with care and 
attention, but the maintenance of careful 
supervision is not his point, so that he can- 
not possibly exercise proper restraint over 
his subordinates.—Granted by Rescript. 


September 17th.—(1) A decree granting 
_a tablet to a temple outside the Eastern 
gate of Kia-hing Fu in Chékiang, the pre- 
siding deity of which exercised his divine 
powers when appealed to for protection 
against locusts, and drove them all away. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Hu Pin- 
chih on the kidnapping of women and girls 
in An-lu Fu in the province of Hupeh. 
The memorial is quoted almost verbatim 
in the decree of 5th September, q.v. 

(3) Memorial from the same Censor call- 
ing attention to an abuse that exists at the 
Superior Provincial Courts, where it is the 
practice of the underlings to refuse to accept 
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any petition that has not been copied out 
and stamped by them for which service 
they charge fees ranging from a score or su 
of strings of cash up to as many taels. The 
result is that the impecunious are unable 
to appeal to the higher Provincial Courts, 
and are forced to bring their plaints to 
Peking. (The provincial governments are 
directed to put a stop to this abuse, i a 
decree of 5th September.) 

(4) Memorial from Shén Pao-chéng. 
Hu Yi-lin, a Lieutenant in the left division 
of the Ch’ang Chou Brigade, who was 
stationed at Wu-hsi, was removed from lis: 
command for carelessness and inattention 
to his duties. Enraged at this treatment, 
he went to see the captain of the central! 
division two days afterwards, and begged 
him to use his influence in getting his post 
restored to him. The Captain, named Chu 
Chi-jui, refused. On the first day of the 
New-year, the civil and military authorities 
of the town had repaired to the Imperial 
temple to perform the usual congratulatory 
ceremonies, and on the conclusion of the 
offices the Lieutenant, without taking the 
trouble even to put on uniform, went to 
the temple to find Ho T’ien-lin, a major| 
whom he suspected of having been the 
cause of his losing his appointment. Ho 
T’ien-lin, however, was away on leave, 
so he again importuned Chu Chi-jui to 
use his influence in getting him restored. 
Chu Chi-jui rebuked him, whereupon in 
a loud voice he spoke of the .Major Ho 
T’ien-lin by his personal name and made 
abusive and insulting remarks about him. 
Upon being placed on his trial, the 
Lieutenant admitted his fault, and then 
saying, ‘‘there are still proofs,” pulled 
out something from the breast of his 
coat and proceeded to swallow it. The 
underlings promptly rushed forward and 
snatched it from him, when they found it 
to be a piece of opium. A revolver was 
found upon his person, and although his 
original idea was only to frighten his 
superior officer and not to offer vivlence, 
still, if this class of person is allowed to 
escape capital punishment, the laws of the 
Empire will come to be regarded as in- 
significant in the extreme. Under the 
circumstances, therefore, the memorialist 
did not venture to allow himself to be con- 
strained by conventionality in the slightest 
degree, and had him summarily executed 
in accordance with martial law. (For decree 
see Gazette of 15th September.) 

September 18th.—(1) Postscript memo- 
rial from Ting Pao-chéng. The memorialist 
has already reported to His Majesty the 
impatience and anxiety that he wa 
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‘periencing in conseqtfence of the falling off 
the number of applicants for salt licences 
ring the first four months of the present 
ar, owing to the existence of a rumour 
at the system of Government transport 
is about to be abolished. He feared that 
| his previous efforts, that were attended 
at year with so much success, would be 
rown away, but since the receipt of His 
ajesty’s decree directing him to continue 
conduct the supervision of the salt trade, 
uich decree he promptly embodied in a 
oclamation, the salt merchants at once 
me gadly forward, and a brisker sale of 
ences has resulted. Inspection of the 
turns for the fourth and fifth moons 
ows a gradual resumption of activity, 
d if no further disturbing rumours 
t spread abroad, sales will improve, as 
ch day goes on, and the regular taxes 
d lekin are certainly eventually to be 
ore abundant even than they were before. 
nowing the anxiety that this matter 
rds His Majesty, the memorialist re- 
ectfully forwards the above report for his 
formation. 
(2) Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, Governor of Shan- 
submits a list of officers that have been 
ecially energetic in the superintendence 
the transport of grain into Shansi, for 
10m he solicits the bestowal of honorary 
wards. From the year 1877, 700,000 
culs of grain for relief purposes have been 
nt into Shansi. This grain started from 
entsin or Té Chow, and was forwarded 
ence by branch establishment into Shansi 
‘one of three routes; the northern, or 
uhli route, the central, or Shantung 
ute, and the southern, or Honan route. 
uai-lu was the head transport depdt for 
enorthern route with six agencies at Shih- 
eh, T’ai-yuan, P’ing-yao, Ling-shih, Ho- 
ow and Ping-yang Fu. The central depdt 
t the middle route was Kuan-t’ao, with 
encies at Su-ts’ao, Tung-yang, and Liang- 
x. The central depdt for the southern route 
wat Tao-k’ou, with agencies at Yang-shu 
an, Ch’ing-hua, Chou Ts’un, Yi Ch’éng 
éng Hsien, Tieh-hsieh, Hui-tien and Mao- 
in. There were, therefore, twenty depéts 
d agencies in all, irrespective of local 
pots for receipt and distribution of grain 
tablished by district Magistrates, etc. The 
emorial concludes with a tribute of praise 
the officers who were engaged in the 
perintendence of the transport of this 
ge quantity of grain. Their untiring 
ergy and the promptitude of their efforts 
ntributed to the saving of numbers of 
res which would otherwise have un- 
mbtedly been sacrificed. The list of 
licers contains forty-four names.—Re- 
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ferred by Rescript to the consideration of 
the proper Board. 

September 19th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

September 20th.—(1) Hsia Chia-kao (one 
of the Ministers of the Tsung-li yamén) is 
directed to act as senior Vice-President of 
the Court of Censors during the absence 
of Ch’én Lan-pin, Minister to the United 
States &c., newly appointed to that post. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Huang 
Yuan-shan, suggesting that bannermen from 
Peking shall be sent to occupy the large 
tracts of land in Shansi rendered waste 
and ownerless by the death or dispersion 
caused by the recent, famine. Their num- 
bers are increasing daily, and singe their 
pay has been reduced they find it harder 
than ever to live, the addition, making it 
up to two-fifths of the original amount, that 
has recently been given them being still 
insufficient for their wants. The whole 
region of Petuné on the northern frontier 
has, the memorialist gathers from a re- 
port of Ming An, Governor of Kirin, been 
reserved at the wish of the Board of Re- 
venue as a place to which the bannermen 
may hereafter be moved. In the opinion 
of memorialist, as the Manchus form the 
root or foundation of the State, it would be 
better to consider the disposition of the 
surplus population of Peking in the Empire 
itself when opportunity presents, before 
planting them far away on its outskirts, 
where cultivation would be attended with 
many more difficulties than in the case of 
land that had lain waste for a comparatively 
short period. It is probable that the waste 
lands in the province of Shansi, which 
the Governor proposes to offer to anyone 
who will cultivate them, cannot be all taken 
up by natives of the province, while the 
adjoining provinces of Shénsi, Honan and 
Chihli, having suffered simultaneously from 
a like visitation, it is improbable that they 
either will be able to furnish cultivators. 
Several objections might be raised to the 
memorialist’s scheme. The. first, pos- 


‘sibly, that bannermen have been so long 


rooted in Peking that a sudden change to 
a different climate and soil would be in- 
expedient. The same argument holds 
good ina greater degree of the region of 
Petuné with its inhospitable climate, to 
which they would find it almost impossible 
to accustom themselves, or, again, it may 
be argued that bannermen are so accus- 
tomed to being gratuitously supported by 
the State that they will never be able to 
work, and certainly no work of an agri- 
cultural kind, for they have had no ex- 
perience whatever in this branch of 
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industry, not to mention the fact that 
being accustomed to having enough to 
eat without doing anything for it, the 
are likely to prefer their ease to toil. 
The fallacy of this objection—and a third, 
that the Manchus and Chinese cannot 
live peaceably together—is proved by the 
fact that the majority of Manchus en- 

ed in the pursuit of agriculture in the 

istricts and departments round the capital 
have been on good terms with their Chinese 
neighbours for the past two hundred years 
and more. There is, therefore, no reason to 
suppose that their relations with the natives 
of i would be different in any way. 
To meet the possible objection that they 
would fail for want of means, the memori- 
- alist would suggest the pay they would now 
be drawing should be continued to them 
for the space of ten years, in addition to 
the bonus they would receive as a capital 
wherewith to commence. (For decree see 
Gazette of 6th September. ) 

(3) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
Chang, Governor-General of the Hukwang 
provinces. Wu Yuan-han, expectant Taotai 
and Superintendent of the Ichang central 
salt office, reports as follows :—On the 10th 
of March last, he sent two subordinate 
officers of the salt department, viz., Ma 
Lien-ch’tian and Wu Yu-shan, to Wu- 
ch’ang Fu, in charge of the tax receipts on 
salt for the month of February, amount- 
ing to Tis. 10,000 in silver and 10,000 
strings of cash. They hired a boat “and 
went down by the great river. On the 
28th of March they reached the Wén- 
ch’ang gorge in the Kiang-ling district, 
and anchored there. During the night a 
strong northerly wind got up and the 
vessel dragged her anchors, whereupon 
the waves broke into the boat and she 
sunk at once. A gunboat that was anchored 
close by went promptly to rescue the oc- 
cupants of the boat, and succeeded in 
saving Wu Yu-shan, but Ma Lien-ch’iian 
and three servants were drowned. Upon 
the matter being reported to the district 
authority, he hired men to get up the trea- 
sure, and after working for several days in 
succession the whole of it, cash and sycee, 
was recovered. The bodies of the drowned 
officer and his three servants have not been 
found. The memorialist applies for the 
bestowal upon the deceased officer of the 
highest posthumous honors that can be 
alloted to one of his rank. Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) The superintendentyof the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow reports that he 
has completed and forwarded the following 
silk fabrics for Imperial use in Peking :— 
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Satin and gauze made up 
























or in the piece ......... --- 370 piec 
Silk and silk lining ........ . 3,400 
Large handkerchiefs........ 600 
Sewing silk............ccscceee 600 catt 
Silk thread... wee = 10 
White raw silk... wee 500 
Fine cotton cloth............ 3,000 piece 


At a cost of over Tls. 50,000. The balan 
of the funds at his disposal has been 4 
nded in the manufacture of satin brocad 
ourt robes, satin, and crépe. 
Ny Postscript memorial from Shén Pq 
chéng. He has received a communica 
from the Board of Revenue stating th 
they have had under consideration ¢ 
proposals for the simultaneous carriage 
cine grain by sea and canal, submitt 
by the expectant Taotai Chu Chii- 
(Superintendent of the China Merchang 
Co.), and have reported to His Maje 
their objections to those portions of 
scheme which are attended with drawback 
They consider, however, that the Minista 
Superintendent of Trade for the North aff 
South should consider the economical 
vantages or the reverse attendant upon & 
use of dredging machinery upon the Gr: 
Canal, &c., &c. The memorialist begs to¢ 
serve with reference to this matter that 
difficulty attendant upon the restoration 
the Canal route consists in the disposal 
the earth that is taken out of it, and n 
in the dredging itself, for if the earth th 
is taken out is placed on the edge of th 
river, it slips back again as it is gradual 
ae up, and the dredging might as w 
left alone. If the earth is to be take 
to some place beyond the embankmen 
where it will do no harm, it will have { 
be carried a considerable distance, and 
operation cannot keep pace with the rap 
supply furnished by dredging, which 
be more rapid still if a steam dredg 
is employed; so that unless double 
number of porters are set to work, 
machinery will have to be stopped uni 
the accumulations are carried off. A gen 
ral estimate of expenditure shows that th 
cost of porterage will equal the expendi 
ture for coal, etc., for it must be remem 
bered that the conditions of inland water 
are different from those adjacent to th 
coast, where the dredgings can be place 
in beats and quickly carried to the sea 


The Hun Chiang Lung LILES, or pile 
dredger, which is used by the officers i 


charge of grain flotilla to open a channt 
of a few li when they come to shallo 
places, is on the same principle, though i 
a small degree, as the machine dredge 
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t all they aim at is to get over a shallow 
ice without troubling themselves whether 
silts up afterwards or not. When the 
low River rises above the roof-shaped 
allows that are found in its bed, the water 
1be pent up and the boats be carried 
er with a rush-on its release, carrying 
ay the sand and mud at the same time. 
e Canal, however, cannot be compared 
th the Yellow River, for in the former 
are is a uniform height of water and a 
ak stream, and it seems to memorialist 
at the best plan is to direct the various 
itrict Magistrates and river authorities 
th to deepen his own section. By this 
itribution of labour the undertaking will 
easier, and will be the means of affording 
mstant] employment to the people. Re- 
ipt: Noted. 


September 21st.—(1) Hsii T’ung aa A, 


esident of the Board of Ceremonies, is 
pointed Chief Examiner for the Hsiang 
th, or metropolitan examination for the 
gree of provincial graduate, to be held 
Peking on the 23rd inst. 

(2-5) Decrees appointing other officials 
various offices in connection with the 
ove examination. 

The remainder of this day's Gazette is 
xupied with memorials of little interest 
importance. 

September 22nd.—(1) The Governor- 
meral of Hukwang and the Governor of 
ipeh are directed to select one of the 
efects holding a substantive appointment 
the latter province, to fill the post of 
efect of Wu-ch’ang Fu. The post vacated 
the officer selected is to be filled by one 
ing Ying-pu. 

(2) The Court of Censors report that a 
tive of the Huang-p’i district of the Han- 
ng prefecture in the provinee of Hupeh 
s appealed to them under the following 
‘cumstances. The appellant, who keéps 
shop for the sale of rice, was robbed last 
ar by a gang of desperadoes, one of whom, 
u Ya, was caught, and agreed to re- 
m the plunder, but part of it was kept 
ck by Lin Yuan-tzii, one of his accom- 
ces, and Wu Ya was consequently detained 
prison, where he died. Lin Yuan-tzii bore 
grudge against the petitioner in conse- 
‘ence, and as a pretext fora quarrel, tried 
the beginning of the year to extort 
mney from petitioner, which he refused to 
y, whereupon he picked a quarrel with 
titioner’s elder brother, a partner in the 
op. In the fight that ensued, petitioner’s 
other was hurt, as well as one Liu Hung- 
, @ member of the gang by whom Liu 
lan-tzi was supported. Liu Ssii, another 
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of the gang, then determined to wreak his 
vengeance on the petitioner by killing Liu 
Hung-yi, who had been sold to the Liu 
family and was not actually a member of it, 
and declaring that he had died of the wounds 
received in his fight with petitioner’s bro- 
ther. He could not put his design into im- 
mediate execution, and in the meantime Liu 
Hung-yi had recovered from his injuries, 
but still no opportunity presented itself 
for some days, when Hung-yi’s wife and 
adopted mother having gone out, Liu Sst 
poisoned him. A petition was then pre- 
sented, charging petitioner’s brother with 
the murder, and false witnesses were 
suborned to testify against him, success 
being further secured by the administration 
of bribes, with the result that the Magis- 
trate would accept none but the plaintiff's 
evidence. Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Shansi 
reports the conclusion of a tour through 
the province for the purpose of holding 
examinations. These have been conducted 
at a somewhat later time than usual this 
year, owing in the first place, to an applica- 
tion from the various towns and cities he 
was about to visit that a little more time 
might be given them; and next by illness 
on the part of memorialist, which detained 
him some weeks at Fén Chou. The tour 
lasted over three months, during which 
time some ten examinations were held. 
He did not find the standard of education 
very high, -but this is to be attributed to 
the omission of the annual examination 
last year, in consequese of the distress 
having interfered with the pursuit of study. 
He is happy to inform His Majesty that he 
found the crops in a flourishing condi- 
tion everywhere he went. 

September 23rd.—(1) ‘A Decree. Some 
time since, by reason of the numerous difli- 
culties of the time, the demand for talented 
[administrators] was urgent in the extreme. 
On repeated occasions, We directed Gov- 
ernors-General and Governors of provinces 
by decree to recommend men of talent from 
time to time [as these should come under 
their notice], that their names might be re- 
corded for official employment. At the 
present time, although there is no lack of 
persons to whom positions can be assigned 
commensurate to their abilities, there is, 
nevertheless, reason to doubt whether the 
observation [of these Governors-General and 
Governors] has been exercised as thoroughly 
as it is capable of being exercised, and that 
they have not yet exhausted the list of per- 
sons they can recommend. There must 
be a number of persons whose consideration 
of the question of administration for many 
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years in succession, and whose acquaintance 
with military matters and military organi- 
sation, with the practical experience in civil 
and military matters that they have gained, 
render them ready to be employed in an 
official capacity. Let provincial high author- 
ities give particular attention to this matter, 
and honestly recommend all such persons 
awaiting our orders as to their selection and 
employment. The levy of lekin is [counte- 
nanced] only in the face of the most absolute 
necessity by reason of the insufliciency of 
funds for the pay of the soldiery, and if the 
officers in each province deputed to super- 
intend the levy of this tax acquit themselves 
of their duty in an unworthy manner, search- 
ing for dutiable articles and demanding pay- 
ment in a vexatious and petty way, they 
will be very far from carrying out the inten- 
tions of the Court. Let Governors-General 
and Governors, then, make zealous enquiry, 
and see that all miscellaneous and petty 
articles are exempted from taxation, and 
where the stations are planted too thickly 
let them also consider the practicability of 
the withdrawal of sume of them ; the object 
they must keep particularly in view being 
the reinforcement of military supplies in 
such wise that it shall not become too great 
a burden upon the people. The whole 
[secret of success] rests entirely in the 
securing of proper agents, and it is there- 
fore specially incumbent on Governors~ 
General and Governors to select these 
agents with care, avoiding the slightest 
approach to make-shift expedients that 
result in embarrassment to the people. It 
is impossible to abolish altogether the local 
contributions levied in various departments 
and districts, but there are so many of 
them that the pure and honest official finds 
himself beset with drawbacks and difli- 
culties in the conduct of public business [if 
he attempts to do without them], while the 
corrupt one makes them a pretext for 
vexatious exactions, and numerous abuses 
spring up in consequence. We command 
Governors-General and Governors, there- 
fore, to make careful scrutiny from time to 
time, and consider in what direction these 
taxes can be reduced or distributed with 
more equal incidence. Assistant magis- 
trates and district police masters hold, 
comparatively speaking, a humble posi- 
tion, and though there are cleanhanded 
and conscientious men amongst them, it 
is impossible but there should be some 
who under a pretence of serving the 
public ends further their private interests 
and prey on the people in their covetous- 
ness and greed. Such persons will be un- 
sparingly denounced by their provincial 
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chiefs, who are to be ever on the watch f 
them. 


(2) Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-Gene 
of Szechuen, reports the embankments 
works for the control of the waters of 
Tu-kiang have been repaired in such a w 
as to be thoroughly strong and safe. Th 
have been put to a fairly severe test duri 
the summer freshet, and have stood t 
strain throughout, not having given w 
as they did during the previous summ 
although the water was quite as high. 

(3) Memorial from P’au Tsu-yin ai 
Kuang Show, the high officers appoin 
to investigate the conduct of An Hsing- 
keeper of the seals of the Treasury of t 
Imperial Household, against whom vario 
charges had been brought by a Cens 
(See Gazettes of 30th August and 9 
September. 


September 24th.—(1) Li Hung-mo 


yas is appointed Reader of the Gra 
Secretariat. 


(2) A decree acknowledging the recei 
of a memorial from the guardians of 
Yung-chi-k’u, or Treasury for the issne 
funds for expenditure in connection wi 
the Imperial Mausolea, reporting that th 
debts have accumulated to over Tis. 70, 
exclusive of earlier loans, and requesti 
that the Tls. 60,000 earlier borrowed m 
be considered as regular expenditure [a1 
the debt cancelled]; also that a sum 
Tls. 80,000 may be supplied them from t¢ 
rents on lands in Chihli for the maintenan 
of the banner corps, in order to cle 
off later debts. Jung Yi and Ching Ju 
the Guardians of this Treasury, are to 
censured for their temerity in submitti 
so ill-advised a proposal, involving as 
does the repudiation of the early loan an 
a further appropriation of Tls. 80,000 
pay off later obligations, and their requ 
is refused. The Governor-General 
Chihli is, however, directed to pay 1 
rents due by the province to the treasu 
in question. 

(3) Ch’ing Yii, Financial Commission 
of Fuhkien, reports that he assumed cha 
of his duties on the 18th August. 

(No other documents of importance.) 


September 25th.—The following are the 
passages selected from the Four Books as 
the subjects for the first course at the exam- 
ination for provincial graduate now being 
conducted in Peking :— 

1.—Tzii Kung said—‘“‘Suppose the case of 
a man extensively conferring benefits on the 
people, and able to assist all, what would 
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mu say of him? Might he be called per- 
ctly virtuous?” The Master said, ‘‘ Why 
eak only of virtue in connection with 
m? Must he not have the qualities of a 
ge?’ (See Legge’s Classics, Vol. I., p. 58.) 
2.—His virtue was that of a sage ; his dig- 
ty was the Imperial Throne ; his riches 
‘re all within the fourseas. (See Legge’s 
assics, Vol. I., p. 262.) 

3.—Confucius was the timeous one. (See 
igge’s Classics, Vol. II., p. 248.) 
4,—Subject for verse composition. The 
1es to be five characters in length, and 
sht of every sixteen lines to rhyme with 


e character ti Ch’ing. 


‘Beyond the suburbs may be seen afar 
‘Lhe brilliant freshness that succeeds the rain.” 
(2) A decree directing Sung Ch’ing, Com- 
inder-in-chief in Szechuen, and Ts’ui 
ing-kuei, General of the Ho-pei Brigade, 
be committed to the Board for the de- 
mination of distinguished rewards in 
cognition of the service they have rendered 
averting dangers that threatened the 
ibankments of the Yellow River. 
(3) Memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, 
»vernor-General of the Two Kiang, sub- 
itting his views on a proposal of the 
iperintendents of the Imperial Granaries 
Peking and T’ungchow, that a certain 
rtion of the annual grant for the transport 
grain by the Canal should be applied to 
e restoration of the Canal itself, and that 
portion of the tribute grain should here- 
ier be forwarded by the Canal route. He 
mmences by recognising the utility of the 
nal, and the importance of maintaining 
in proper order. Formerly, millions of 
ls were annually spent in its preserva- 
m, for the valid reason that this im- 
rtant highway was indispensable as far as 
2 Imperial Granaries were concerned, in 
osequence of the dangers and uncertain- 
8 of the sea route. The present financial 
adition of the Empire will, however, bear 
comparison with that of former years ; 
veral provinces have to be laid under 
utribution to provide the expenses of 
msport, and if these were in a posi- 
m to come forward with the neces- 
ty funds, one great effort might put 
e Canal into so thorough and lasting 
condition of repair that the annual 
penditure required to maintain its 
iciency might not be spent in vain. If, 
is at present the system pursued, the 
nal is repaired each year solely with a 
2w to the transport of. grain for that 
igle year, apart altogether from the ques- 
m whether the necessary funds are forth- 
ming or no, the defects are increasing 
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daily with such rapidity, that it will be 
impossible to maintain it permanently 
even in its present condition. He then 
proceeds to give his reasons for this con- 
clusion, considering seriatim each proposal 
brought forward by the Superintendent of 
the Granaries. The first of these is that 
each province interested in the grain trans- 
port should be called upon to provide a 
given amount of the transport funds it is 
compelled to supply for the maintenance 
and repair of the Canal. To apply this 
proposal to the region in the jurisdiction 
of Nanking, a large deficit was shown by 
every district, in some cases of several lacs 
of taels, in others of several thousands, 
owing to the expense of transhipment, 
dredging, etc., etc., in the years 1875 and 
1876, when the grain was despatched north- 
wards. In thie following year, by the 
exercise of the most rigid ecunomy, a 
saving of ‘I'ls. 20,000 was made and the 
money devoted to the relief of the sufferers 
in Shansi and Honan, and this saving was 
effected by the temporary resumption of 
the sea transport. In Kiangsu, also, there 
is an annual deficit in the expenditure on 
account of transport, and large appropria- 
tions have to be made from other accounts 
to make it good, so that any attempt to set 
apart a certain amount of the transport 
grant for the repairs of the Canal would 
not only interfere with the due carrying 
out of the river transport, but would also 
put a stop to the transport by sea. The 
province of Anhui, which is also interested 
in the grain transport, has a surplus each 
year, out of its annual grant, but out of 
this surplus the levies for the pay of the 
troops in the capital, supplementary military 
levies, aud the pay of the provincial troops, 
have to be provided; and so far from an 
actual balance existing it is difficult to make 
the surplus meet the calls for its applica- 
tion. The people cannot bear the extra 
burden that an appropriation for repairs to 
the Canal would entail, and any attempt 
to deduct the amount from the levies for 
the capital would meet with denunciation 
[from the Board of Revenue], and the in- 
fliction of [severe] penalties. The only way, 
therefore, of raising the requisite amount is 
to reduce the number of irregular troops 
in the provinces. As long as prosperous 
years continue, this might be done, but 
any reverse would be the signal for the 
starting up of hosts of bad characters, 
and the experiment would be a dangerous 
one, 

The second. proposal of the Superin- 
tendents is to the effect that the pro- 
vinces of Chékiang and Kiangsu should 
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send by the Canal route some hundreds of 
thousands of piculs of the tribute rice that 
at present is shipped by sea; that Anhui 
should send a certain amount also on the 
next occasion; and that extra vessels 
should be hired. It is with great difficulty 
that Kiangsu is able to provide funds for 
the sea route even, and if she be called 
upon to abandon a comparatively economi- 
cal line for a much more costly one, where, 
it may be asked, are the funds to come 
from? Anhui is in a still more poverty- 
stricken condition than Kiangsu. The junks 
laden with the Kiangpeh tribute rice had 
not all crossed the Yellow River even in 
August last, and it is impossible to say when 
they will get back after discharging their 
cargoes, a good half of them will be frozen 
in and rot, and the junk owners have the 
experience of former essays to convince 
them of the danger of attempting to return 
by sea. 

The third proposal that the Superin- 
tendents put forward is that the con- 
dition of the Canal should be ascertained 
throughvut its lenyth by careful inspection, 
and proposals submitted for the dredging 
and repair thereof. Memorialist has not 
travelled along the whole length of the 
Canal, and is not therefore in a position 
to go into this question in detail, but ar- 
guing from general grounds, he comes to 
the conclusion that the Canal route was 
only adopted under the compulsion of 
circumstances. In the Han and T’ang 
dynasties, the capital of the Empire was 
Ch’ang-an in Shénsi, and, in the Sung 
dynasty, K’ai-féng Fu; so that if the 
transport by Canal had then been aban- 
doned, there was no alternative to fall back 
on. But it was retained in the face of 
risks and dangers oft repeated, to the 
embarrassment and suffering of officials 
and people, and, in the end, granaries had 
to be erected half way, and the grain for- 
warded when opportunity offered. By this 
means accidents from carelessness, mistakes, 
or otherwise, were rarer. In the Yuan 
dynasty (when Peking was the capital), the 
sea route alone was used, and so through- 
out this dynasty no ‘‘river disasters ” 
occurred. On the accession of the Ming 
they were all for the Canal route, and this 
being so, a corresponding attention had to 
le paid to precautions against accidents. 
Just as regulations had been drawn up, 
however, the Yellow Riversuddenly changed 
its course, and was sv cunstantly shifting 
its direction, that the grain transport had 
to be modified to suit its constant vagaries 
[instead of being conducted under the 
regulations above referred to.] The pre- 
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sent dynasty has followed the example of 
the Ming, and the expenses incurred grew 
correspondingly with the increase of contin- 
gencies that called them forth, while a 
class of vagrant and worthless adventurers 
were created [who make their living out of 
the peculation that is to be got out of the 
vast sums expended.] The increase of this 
vagabond class was a cause of such anxiety 
to T’ao Shu, a former Governor-General of 
the Two Kiang, that he proposed the 
resumption of the sea route, nominally 
on the ground of economy, but actually ta 
get rid of a dangerous class of people. His 
suggestion was approved by the Emperos 
Tao Kwang, and so at a time when the 
Canal was in a hopeless condition of in 
efficiency, the resumption of the sea rout 
prevented a general break-down. When th 
T’aiping rebellion occurred, this host ol 
vagabonds joined them, and were greatly 
reduced in numbers during the process o! 
restoration of order. The faction name 
of these gangs of ruffians, such as the 
ching pi tang, the “‘black faced gang,’ 
etc., still exists, but they have no centra 
place of collection, and on rare occasiont 
can muster only some ten or fifteen ai 
once, so that a competent official can easily 
keep them in order. Thus it may be seen 
that expense is not the only argumeni 
against the resumption of the Canal route. 
With regard to the remarks of the Superin- 
tendents as to the agricultural advantage 
of the Canal as an irrigating medium, tht 
memorialist would observe that irrigation 1 
just as important in the provinces througt 
which the Canal does not pass, and th 
preservation of irrigating canals is no 
neglected there. It would be easy to re 
duce the Canal to an irrigating water way, 
but to combine the advantages of irrigatior 
and traffic would be a matter of extremt 
difficulty ; and for the following reasons :— 
It is the nature of water to flow down 
wards, and if the Canal is forced to connec! 
the north and south, it cannot be allowet 
[as when the route was abandoned 
to flow in its natural direction. If i 
is not allowed to take its natural course 
artificial means must be used to preven 
its doiny so, at a great expense, and a 
the sacrifice of a considerable reductio: 
of its usefulness. Agricultural interest 
are, moreover, irreconcileable with th 
maintenance of the Canal as a_ highway 
When no rain has fallen for a considerabl 
time, the farmers would want to open tht 
sluices and let the water on to their fields 
but the authorities would most certainl 
keep them shut in order to preserve sufficie! 
water for the passage of boats, and evel 


Sepr. 25—26. 


145 





raw from other springs and sources of 
ipply to supplement the deficiency ; so 
iat, regarded in the light of an irrigating 
edium, the Canal while preserved as a 
ghway would be a drawback rather than 
t advantage. On the other hand it may 
\ppen that there is such a head of water 
1 that it is absolutely necessary to let it 
Fto ease the pressure on the banks and 
7kes. On these occasions women and 
tildren lie along the top of the dykes 
itreating the authorities in piteous accents 
\ put off the opening of the sluices, until, 
hen delay is no longer possible, the open- 
g has to be effected at night, and large 
acts of arable land on the other side of 
eo dykes are submerged. The Governor 
Shantung is constantly giving orders for 
ie dredging of the Canal in his province. 
cannot be that all the local authorities 
‘@ without conscience, and neglect to 
rry out his orders; but the fact is that 
. soon as they dredge the bed it silts 
) again in consequence of letting in the 
ater from the Yellow River to help [the 
vats through.] Before the silt accumu- 
ted during one passage is removed, the 
xt lot of boats come, and the difference 
the level of the River and the Canal 
nders it impossible for the junks to enter. 
mnsequently, although perfectly aware 
‘at it is not the right plan to use the 
ater of the River to aid the junks in 
itting in, they are obliged to avail them- 
lves of this expedient in the absence of 
ty other. The result is that the effort 
‘force the water to flow in a contrary 
rection to that which it would naturally 
ke renders the expenditure incurred in 
e maintenance of the Canal perfectly 
ieless. The annual dredging reeommented 
rthe Board shows that they understand 
here the difficulty lies, but they are mis- 
ken, in memorialist’s opinion, in attribut- 
g the want of successs to the insufficiency 
funds and scarcity of boats. Given the 
nds that were forthcoming, and the fleet 
boats that existed, in the reign of Tao 
wang, failure would still ensue, for 
e Canal would still silt up, and the boats 
at are now hired really draw less water 
an the old craft. 
The memorialist then points out the 
wger and inconvenience that would arise 
years when the water of the Yellow 
iver are high, in forcing it either north- 
ards or southwards ; for in the one case 
uhli would suffer, and in the other the 
vuntry round Hsii Chow and Huai-ngan 
vuld suffer. He humbly hopes, therefore, 
iat His Majesty will follow the example 
the Yuan dynasty, aud identify himself 
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with the intentions of the Emperor Tao 
Kwang, by adopting the sea-route, in 
order to secure the advantages that are so 
spontaneously offered by the employment 
of steamers. The signatures of the Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsu and the officiating Gov- 
ernor of Anhui are appended to the 
memorial.—Rescript : Let the Board con- 
cerned take note. 

September 26th.—(Court Circular.) Haii 
T’ung and his colleagues in the examination 
enclosure present a special memorial en- 
quiring after the Imperial welfare. 

(1) A decree. The Boards of Civil Office 
and of War report the penalties they have 
decided should be inflicted on certain per- 
sons. Let An Hsing-ah, Comptroller of the 
Imperial Household, in accordance with 
the finding of the Board of Civil Office, be 
at once dismissed, and let the three steps 
of commutative rank which the Board of 
War determine he should lose be recorded 
against him. Let Lien Yin lose three steps 
of commutative rank and be transferred 
elsewhere ; let the Captain Chingy Ngén be 
fined nine months’ pay. Ch’éng Lin and 
Shih Tséng, who, in concert with An Hsing- 
ah, when selecting Lien Yin as keeper of 
the seals, failed to notice that he was 
described on the list of expectant officials 
as an officer who had been dismissed and 
restored to rank, are committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
The decree concludes with a censure to the 
Under-Secretaries of the Board of Civil 
Office, who displayed a great want of 
intelligence in putting a liberal construction 
on the conduct of these officers, and basing 
their decision accordingly. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial re- 
grets at the intelligence of the death of 
Shan Mao-ch’ien, retired Grand Secretary, 
who is characterised as a man of sound 
learning, deep research, and high personal 
rectitude. A brevet as Junior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent is bestowed upon him, 
and he is to be accorded the posthumous 
honors allotted to Grand Secretaries, while 
all official penalties recorded against him 
are to be cancelled and the honors he was 
deprived of restored to him. His son, 
Shan Ta-ching, is to be made a Prefect 
awaiting selection, and his grandson, Shan 
Ch’i-fan, is to have the degree of provin- 
cial graduate bestowed upon him with 
permission to cempete at the examination 
for the degree of Chiu-shih or metropolitan 
graduate. 

(3) A decree referring to the loss of twelve 
cases of treasure and a wei-yuan by a sudden 
freshet in the Chang River, which forms 
the boundary between Honan and Chihli, 
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(See Gazette of 15th Sept.) Li Hung- 
chang declared that as the treasure had 
been lost before it had reached the northern 
bank of this river, the Governor of Honan 
should be responsible. The Governor of 
Honan now requests that as the boat had 
already crossed over to the northern side 
of the river when it was washed away, the 
Governor-General of Chihli may be directed 
to send a deputy to hold a joint investiga- 
tion into the circumstances with an agent 
from Honan. In accordance with this re- 
quest, Li Hung-chang is ordered to send a 
deputy at once, and both high authorities 
are to see that the enquiry is properly con- 
ducted. 

(4) Memorial from the Censor Kan T’i- 
ming calling attention to the late hour at 
which the lists of criminals under sentence 
of death are forwarded to the Grand 
Secretariat, the nine Chief Ministries of 
State, and the Censorate, for inspection at 
the usual autumn revision. By a decree 
of the 28th year of Ch’ien Lung, these lists 
should be sent to a committee composed of 
the above-mentioned offices some fifteen 
days before the date of the winter solstice, 
but of late years they have only been for- 
warded on the day previous to the revision, 
which allows no time for a careful con- 
sideration of the respective merits of each 
case, and the provincial lists are never 
scrutinised at all. | 

September 27th.—(Court Circular.) Ch’éng 
Lin requests leave of absence for five 
days. 

(1) Memorial from Shao Héng-yii, Gov- 
ernor of Hunan. For the past twenty 
years the grain tribute due by Honan has 
been commuted for a payment in money. 
The heads of the Board of Revenue have 
of late years repeatedly urged the resump- 
tion of payment in grain, in order that the 
Peking granaries may actually contain the 
stocks they are supposed to hold. Wang 
Wang-shao, the late Governor, now promo- 
ted, went into the matter, and ascertained 
that the forwarding of grain from so great a 
distance was attended with many difficulties, 
and he laid a statement of the drawbacks 
and impossibilities of the scheme before 
His Majesty. The memorialist entered 
upon his present duties last year, and after 
careful enquiry he has now come to the 
conclusion that no abrupt resumption of 
payments in grain can be effected, and in 
making this statement he is not attempting 
to stave off the question by vague excuses. 
In consequence of the opinion he had 
formed, he prayed that, in accordance with 
precedent, he might be allowed to forward 
@ money commutation in lieu of the grain 
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due as a winter instalment for the year 1878.| 
The Board of Revenue have again pressed! 
His Majesty to order the high authorities! 
of the provinces that are under an obliga-: 
tion to supply grain tribute to take into 
consideration the possibility of forwarding 
this tribute in grain. His Majesty having) 
consented to this proposition, the memo- 
rialist was communicated with in due 
course, and he at once directed the pro- 
vincial committee to take the matter into 
consideration and report. The reply of 
the Grain Taotai and the Financial Com- 
missioner is now before him. They state 
that, after an investigation into local con- 
ditions, they are of opinion that it will be 
impossible to forward the quota of grain 
for the year 1879 in kind, and are obliged 
to request that, as heretofore, a monetary 
commutation may be accepted, all of which 
will be forwarded, as in the case of the 
previous two years, in two instalments, 
that is to say, Tls. 20,000 within the year, 
and the balance in instalments at the 
beginning of next year. The allowance for 
expenses of the transport of grain is not 
large, and the balance saved on each instal- 
ment does not amount to more than Tis. 
1,400 odd, Tls. 1,000 of this being remitted 
to the Board, and they would solicit permis- 
sion, as before, to forward this sum with 
the last instalment of the money commuta- 
tion.— Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue 
take note. 

September 28th.—The following are the 
selections from the five Classics given as 
subjects for composition at the second 
course of the hsiang shih examination :— 

1.—First nine. Pulling up reeds and 
dragging other roots of the same species 
with them (they are so entangled together); 
advancing is now attended with good luck. 
(Yi-king. McClatchie’s translation, p. 62). 

2.—To tranquillise the people, this is 
benevolence, which the black haired race 
will cherish in their hearts. (Shoo-king.) 
Heaven enlightens the people. 

3.—As the bamboo fiute responds to the 
porcelain whistle ; as two half maces form 
a whole (She-king. Legge, vol. IL., pt. 2, 
p. 502.) 

4.—There was a meeting in Seaou-yu 
os Legge, vol. V., pt. 2pt., p. 

5.—He burnt a record of his successes 
during the year in the presence of Heaven, 
and the Phoenix descended. The Tortoise 
and the Dragon received his offerings in 
the suburbs, and the wind and rain came 
in their season; the cold and heat suc 
ceeded at proper intervals (Li-ki.) | 
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(1) Sun Ya-wén FRBBIX is appointed 
ub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, 
vith brevet rank of Vice-President of the 
soard of Revenue. 

(2) Ho-ching, Governor-General of Min- 
hih, reports the death of Hsia Hsienlun, 
‘sotai of T’aiwan. On the 6th August 
he deceased officer left Foochow, where 
e had been on business, on his return 
> Taiwan. He got a feverish attack on 
ae voyage, which was a very rough one, 
1e wind blowing boisterously and the 
aves running mountains high, with the 
sult that the vessel tossed about con- 
derably and he got dizzy and asthmatic, 
hile his whole body burned with fever. 
hey were detained for four days by the 
eather at Peng Hu, which prevented 
im obtaining prompt medical assistance, 
aid, finally, when the ship reached An- 
‘ing, he had to go ashore on a bamboo 
ft at great personal rfsk, for the waves 
ime seething up above his throat, and 
is clothes and shoes got wet. On landing 
3 at once called in medical aid, but his 
sart had long been weak, and the malaria 
id got so thoroughly into his system that 
ternal complications were apprehended. 
he Prefect and Magistrate waited upon 
m, and he managed to summon them to 
s bedside and tell them many things in 
‘oken sentences about the defences in the 
wthern and southern ports, but not a 
ord did he say about himself. From this 
ne he became worse, and medicines had 
effect, until, after lingering on to the 
th of August, he died. The memorialist 
presses his profound regret at the loss of 

distinguished an officer, who held the 
st of Taotai of Taiwan for nearly - seven 
ars. He hopes that His Majesty will be 
xiously pleased speedily to select a com- 
tent officer to fill this important post. 

(3) Postscript memorial from the same 
icer, giving a sketch of the career of the 
e Taotai of T’aiwan, and praying that 
» honors allotted to those who have seen 
itinguished military service may be allot- 
Lto him. 

'4) The same officer solicits permission 

appoint Chang Meng-yuan, Prefect of 
tiwan Fu, Acting Taotai of T’aiwan.— 

script: Noted. a 
'5) The Board of Revenue remind His 
ijesty that the term of office of Tsai 
ag, Superintendent of Customs and Octroi 
Peking, expired on the 18th September, 
1 request that a successor may be ap- 
inted. 

'6) The Comptrollers of the Office of the 

perial Household similarly request that 
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His Majesty will be pleased to signify what 
two Secretaries from their Board, to whom 
the appointment is always given, shall be 
selected as Deputy Superintendents of 
Customs and Octroi ‘at Peking for the 
coming year. (See Gazette of 11th 
September.) 

(7) A long memorial from Titig Pao- 
chéng with reference to the salt trade of 
Szechuen. For the last thirty years the 
number of unsaleable licences has been an- 
nually increasing, and the accounts have 
been getting more complicated day by day. 
Last year in the provinces of Kueichow 
and Yiinnan, which had become obsolete 
areas, the trade was revived, and separate 
offices were established, under special regu- 
lations, for its conduct and maintenance, 
For several yearspast, however, the Yamén 
of the Szechuen Salt Intendant has been 
issuing licences without due regard to the 
limits of the area, many permits for places 
beyond these limits being indiscriminately 
mixed with the others; licences dating back 
to the reigns of Hsien Féng and T’ung Chih 
being also issued at the same time with 
those of the present reign, in such an indis- 
criminate manner that great confusion has 
resulted, while the substitution of one 
licence for another, etc., etc., has given rise 
to numerous abuses to the eminent satisfac- 
tion of dishonest clerks, runners, and 
traders. After describing the inextricable 
confusion that has resulted from the altera- 
tion of these licences, which are for different 
weights and different destinations, and 
pointing out the difficulty of disentangling 
this huge mass of confusion in consequence 
of the numbers of departments and dis- 
tricts interested, the memorialist goes on 
to explain that he has now drawn up 
a code of regulations under which a 
committee consisting of the two Commis- 
sioners, the Salt Intendant, and the Prefect 
of Ch’eng-fu Fu, shall ascertain the num- 
ber of licences issued each year, their 
several destinations and the amounts 
realised. He has also appointed an ex- 
pectant Taotai, who is to be president of 
another committee composed of prefects 
and department and district magistrates, 
who are to form a department of the Salt 
Intendancy, with the special object of 
scrutinising the books aid ascertaining the 
number of licences that were, or should 
have been, taken out in each particular 
year; how many remain in store; how 
many have been issued; and how many 
remain wncancelled ; also, how many ‘have 
been transferred from one area to another. 
In short, to make out a statement of the 
accounts and transactions of the office, with 
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a view to ascertaining whether these corres- 
pond with the licences issued, and establish- 
ing a basis for a readjustment of the whole 
system. Rescript :—Noted. 

September 29th.—(1) A Decree. Ch’éng 
Lin, Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Office, was promoted by recommenda- 
tion from the grade of Secretary to that of 
Vice-President, and did duty in the Tsung-li 
Yamén. He was also a Comptroller of the 
Office of the Imperial Household, and a 
Senior Police Provost, performing his duties 
in these various departments with intelli- 
gence, diligence, and ability. The news 
of his decease has filled Us with profound 
regret, and as an act. of special grace 
We command that the brevet of Junior 
Guardian of the Heir Apparent be bestowed 
upon him, and that he be granted the 
posthumous marks of compassion that the 
law allots to Vice-Presidents of Boards. 
All official penalties recorded against his 
name are to be withdrawn, and his son 
Huai Ch’ing, second-class Assistant and 
Secretary of a Board, is to have the post 
of second-class Secretary bestowed upon 
him as an act of special grace, and to be 
sent to one of the Boards to learn his 
duties so soon as he shall have attained 
the necessary age. 

(2-4) The following appointments are made 
in consequence of the vacancies caused by 
the death of Ch’éng Lin :—Senior Police 


Provost, Lin Shu Woe. Deputy Lieuten- 
ant-General Bordered White Banner Corps, 
Mu Lung-ah 
in several corps.) Comptroller of the Im- 


perial Household, Chih Ho 791, and. 


Kuang Shun 23 Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Customs and Octroi, Peking, 
HE Fé (the brother of the Junior Empress.) 


Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Office, Chih Ho. Junior Vice- 
President of the same Board, Wu-la- 


hsi-ch’ung-ah ht & = fe. Junior 
Vice-President, Board of War, Ngén Lin. 
(5) Memorial from the Censor Wén 
Chiieh, suggesting that the offices estab- 
lished in the provinces for the scrutiny and 
adjustment of the accounts of officials 
when leaving their posts, and the clearing 
up of judicial arrears, may be abolished. 
Each province contains a Financial and 
Judicial Commissioner, the special duties 
of the former being the superintendence 
of financial matters and the appointment 
of officials, while the latter has the 
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supreme control of offences against law and 
the protection of life and property. The 
adjustment of the accounts of outgoing 
officials and the control of litigation anc 
superintendence of prisons, etc., are part 0! 
the functions which these officers are in 
duty bound to perform, and are not at 
liberty to delegate to others. The memori. 
alist, understands that in almost every pro- 
vince special offices for the scrutiny ol 
balance of outgoing officials, and the clear- 
up of judicial arrears have been estab- 
lished, presided over by expectant Taotais 
and Prefects with a staff of expectants of 
minor offices as secretaries and clerks, for 
whose maintenance a monthly grant is 
allotted from the public funds. The es- 
tablishment of these offices was proposed by 
certain Governors-General and Governors 
at a time when the Commissioners were 80 
occupied in military matters and the neces- 
sary arrangements connected therewith, that 
they had no leisure to attend to other 
duties as well, and they were sanctioned by 
His Majesty as a temporary expedient, as 
a means of preventing the accumulation of 
arrears of work. Their continuation for a 
long period has, however, given rise to 
numerous abuses. Most of the Taotais or 
Prefects in charge have obtained the ap- 
pointment by purchase or military service, 
and take little interest in their work, while 
at least half the secretaries were originally! 
private secretaries to officials who purchased: 
a rank, and, if not actually related to the 
Taotais and Prefects in charge, are at least 
their personal friends. The chiefs look upun 
the establishments as a sort of nursery for 
their friends, and the clerks regard them as 
a road by which they can worm themselves 
upwards on the official road, and as for the 
so-called ‘clearing up” it is really nothing: 
more than such in name. The employés 
are said to wait upon every local authority! 
who visits the capital, and to bribe them) 
with dinners and presents at the festivals| 
and on their respective birthdays, the ap- 
proval or the reverse of the action of thesé 
offices depending upon the amount of the 
presents given. The memorialist finds it! 
stated in the ‘‘Statute of Penalties ” that, 
any chief who shall employ a subordinate 
as private Secretary, and allow him to trans! 
act any official business in his Yamén, shall; 
be dismissed, as well as the subordinate s0: 
employed. The clerks in the offices above 
referred to, though not in name subordi- 
nates acting as private Secretaries, do, a8 

matter of fact, transact official business i 

the Yaméns of their chiefs [under simil 

conditions to those for which a penalty 

laid down.] The memorial concludes wit 
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request for the abolition of the offices in 
lestion. (See Gazette of 13th Sept.) 
September 30th.—(1) A decree ordering 
Major and a Lieutenant serving in the 
ovince of Shéng-king to be dismissed the 
tvice and banished to the Amur, where 
ey are to be put to painful and laborious 
ork. These officers were privy to the 
>t that a cavalry soldier under their com- 
and, in direct disobedience to the rules of 
e garrison, left his barracks and collected 
ople together for the purpose of gambling. 
ley, nevertheless, took no steps to have 
m punished, and intentionally screened 
m [when called upon for a report.] The 
Idier has been summarily executed, and 
e decree approves entirely of the sentence 
flicted. 


(2) Memorial from Wén Pin, Director- 
meral of the Grain Transport, reporting 
.the condition of the Canal southwards 
Tsing-kiang P’u from the Yellow River. 
‘ter despatching his memorial announcing 
e passage of the Yellow River by the 
et of prain junks, which was dated from 
iang-ch’iu Chén in Shantung, he left for 
e south, travelling by the Canal and 
specting the works as he went along, 
aching Ts’in-kiang P’u on the 4th of 
igust. The water in the Kiang-peh sec- 
m of the Grand Canal has risen since the 
mmer from ten to twenty feet in different 
aces, washing the embankments to the 
ry top, so that their safety has been en- 
ngered to more than an ordinary de- 
ee. A good half of the works at the Pei- 
entrance to the Canal and the An-hsiin 
It Channel, which are rather low, are on 
evel with the water, and in some places 
2even under water, while at some of the 
nds where the force of the current is 
xt, a number of breaches have been made. 
tions of the long dykes on either side 
the Canal have fallen in or been reduced 
the condition of simple banks that are 
urated with water and leak. Fortunately, 
2 sections that were injured last year 
ve been repaired at the most important 
ints, and are in a position to stand the 
ain to whith they are now subjected. 
though the sluices at Liu-lao-chien in the 
-ch’ien Hsien division have been opened 
required by regulation, the water has 
t fallen to any extent, but the drainage 
low Yang-chuang in the old bed of the 
llow River has been more effective than 
ual, and the banks that were erected last 
ar, in combination with the dredging that 
s carried out, have had successful re- 
\ts. The Intendant of the Huai Yang 
u Circuit has constructed two dams or 
tices after the former model, by which the 
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water is forced in an easterly direction, 
dredging the bed of the river where he 
thought it advisable, in order to reduce the 
height of the water, and his efforts have © 
been attended with more than usual suc- 
cess. The time of the autumn freshets is 
still distant, but the works at Hsii-chow 
and Huai-an are very extensive, and there 
are still a number of dangerous points in 
addition to those that were repaired in 


‘the spring, and the slightest carelessness 


may result in disastrous consequences. 
The memorialist has accordingly directed 
his staff to divide their numbers and care- 
fully inspect the different sections, effect- 
ing speedy repairs at the points they may 
consider dangerous. The Governor-Gen- 
eral has set about the necessary repairs in 
the Yang-chow jurisdiction, and though 
the western bank has not yet been placed 
in thorough order, the eastern bank can 
now be depended upon. As regards the 
condition of the country through which 
memorialist passed, he found the autumn 
crop in a very flourishing condition on the 
high lying land in Shantung, and there 
were still more satisfactory prospects in the 
Kiang-peh region, so that His Majesty 
need have no anxiety on that score. He 
begs to add that the despatch of this me- 
morial has been slightly delayed in con- 
sequence of a cold he caught, which 
retarded its preparation.—Rescript : Noted. 

October 1st.—Memorial from the Court 
of Censors reporting the receipt of a peti- 
tion from Sung Ta-k’uei, degraded expect- 
ant Sub-prefect in Szechuen, to the follow- 
ing effect :—H.E. Ting, Governor-General 
of the province, put great faith in one 
T’ang Ching, a Taotai; whom he suffered 
to enter into collusion with a district Ma- 
gistrate, one Ting Tao-liang, who has now 
had to withdraw from the province on 
account of one of his relations being ap- 
pointed to serve in the same province in 
a higher capacity, and the pair committed 
all sorts of abuses. The petitioner pre- 
sented a report in person to the Governor- 
General exposing certain abuses, and when 
H.E. had perused his remarks on the salt 
trade and missionary questions, he spoke 
in an angry way and looked displeased. 
Petitioner could do nothing but bow his 
head in submission and keep silence. When 
the petitioner was acting as Magistrate of 
the Ming-shan district, his successor appro- 
priated to his sole use the fees paid by 
[salt merchants], so that it was impossible 
to clear the accounts when the latter handed 
over charge, and petitioner went to the 
magistracy to try and get them clear, 
when it was found that he had expended 
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some of the supplementary taxes during 
his tenure of office. A joint report on the 
subject was drawn up by himself and the 
Magistrate Li, his remplagant’s successor, 
and forwarded to the Governor-General. 
On his return to the provincial capital, he 
learned that Ting Tao-liang and his party 
had assumed the monopoly of powers to 
which they had no claim, and were not 
following the old regulations in the course 
of action they adopted. The petitioner 
continued to take his turn at special duty, 
hoping in time to obtain an appointment 
when a vacancy occurred, when suddenly 
he was denounced with eleven others and 
dismissed. Now, there are over eighty 
officials in Szechuen who are defaulters, 
and whose defalcations are many times 
larger in amount than that of petitioner, 
which were, moreover, incurred in the in- 
terests of the public service. All he could 
do under the circumstances, however, was 
to apply for permission, in accordance with 
earlier precedents, to allow this excess of 
expenditure to be passed into the public 
account. His request was refused. He 
then asked that it might be settled in ac- 
cordance with the new regulations for the 
supplementing of travelling expenses of 
officials, but this was refused. He next 
requested to be allowed to set off a number 
of munitions of war belonging to a friend, 
that he had borrowed, against his debt, 
but this was refused also; and, finally, he 
offered to pay it off partly in money and 
partly in treasury bills, but this again 
was refused. The vexation and wrong 
of this business killed petitioner’s father 
and mother, and the gentry, out of com- 
passion for petitioner, then and there took 
steps to raise the necessary amount by 
annual instalments, but even this proposi- 
tion was refused. A careful enquiry into 
the cause of these repeated refusals led to 
the discovery that Ting Tao-liang and the 
others were working against him with the 
Governor-General. On the 30th March, 
the Financial Commissioner issued an order 
giving petitioner three months in which to 
make good his debt, and two days after- 
wards petitioner applied for permission to 
leave the capital, going to Tzi-liu-ching 
to try and borrow the money of a relation 
there. In course of time, news reached 
him that an execution had been levied on 
his property, which so worried and ex- 
cited him that boils broke out upon him, 
which he could not get rid of. On the 
22nd of November he was arrested by some 
braves sent by the Magistrate of the Fu- 
shun district, and he was taken under cus- 
tody to the Magistrate’s Yamén, where he 
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learned that a warrant had been issued for 
his arrest by the Governor-General. O1 
demanding to see the warrant, he found 
that it was to the effect that ‘‘the petitioner 
had told one Wang Yii-chao, a cashierec 
official, to bribe the Censor Wu Chén wit! 
Tls. 20,000 to get an Imperial Commissione 
sent to Szechuen to hold an enquiry.” He 
was then sent under arrest to Ch’eng-tu. 
and when he sought an interview with th« 
Governor-General it was refused him. Ot 
the departure of the Imperial Commissionen 
for Yiinnan, the petitioner, to his surprise. 
was removed to the chief prison. If, as he 
was accused of doing, he had bribed anyone 
to get a commission sent, why was hi 
evidence not taken? If he is imprisonec 
on the charge of defalcations, why is thi 
seven millions in the Financial Coimmis 
sioner’s Treasury which cannot be accountec 
for ignored? The fact that large defalca 
tion like this are taken no notice of, whik 
haste is made to denounce the petitioner t« 
His Majesty for having expended a smal 
amount, which he should not have spent, 
on the public account, shows plainly thai 
Ting Tao-ling and the others set the 
Governor against him. Petitioner’s pro 
perty having now been distrained, if it it 
said that he is imprisoned on account o| 
the sums still due by him, why are not th 
others imprisoned who were denounce¢ 
with him ?—and the fact that he was on) 
imprisoned after the departure ef th 
Commissioners shows that he owes hit 
incarceration to the slanders of the Fu-shur 
Magistrate. The petitioner has served 
twenty years in Szechuen, and when it 
charge of a lekin station some time ago, hi 
collected Tls. 15,000 over the averayi 
amount. He_ afterwards was short som 
Tls. 3,000 in connection with a miliiay 
appointment he held, but this is a ve 

different matter from enriching himse 
at the public expense. His memorandu 

on the salt and missionary questio 

provoked the Governor-General’s sever 
displeasure. In the regulations [latel; 
drawn up by the Governor-General] fo! 
the scrutiny of the official class, there it 
a clause relating to the ‘appreciation o 
matters of the day” which almost drive 
the people to embrace [the foreign] religiot 
from the levity of the language employed, 
The petition then goes on to summarise thé 
abuses of the salt trade as at present con} 
ducted, which have already been entered 
into at length in numerous memorials, 
It concludes with the following remarks :4 
‘“At a time like the present, when the 
exchequer is unable to meet the expenditure 
of the province, it is right and fitting to 
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xercise the strictest economy in any man- 
er in which the smallest gain to the public 
inds can be secured. How is it, then, 
iat no expense is spared in providing 
1achinery, constructing river works, en- 
sting braves, and then disbanding them ? 
‘he problem is one that it is difficult to 
viuhom.”—Referred in the usual manner. 
See Gazette of 14th September.) 

2) Kuang Lin, Superintendent of Cus- 
ms at the Huai-an barrier in Kiangsu, 
»ports that he has forwarded the sum of 
ls. 19,849, being the amount of duty 
rllected on foreign opium during the year 
aded 20th August, 1879. This is a slight 
uprovement on former years. 

October 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Some time 
nce, Ho Chin-shou, Compiler of the Han 
in, stated, with reference to the murder 
f K’ung Chao-fén, a Prefect in Yiinnan, 
iat Yang Yii-k’o had entered int relations 
ith a metropolitan official to get him off 
‘om the penalties he had incurred in con- 
quence of his connection with the mur- 
er. We thereupon directed Liu Ch’ang-yo 
id Tu Jui-lien to hold a joint investigation 
ito the circumstances of the case, and come 
»a decision thereon. The Court of Censors 
iis day further report that K’ung Hsien- 
ang, son of K’ung Chao-fén, had sent an 
sent to state that there is clear evidence 
vat it was Yang Yii-k’o who planned the 
zath of his father, and managed by his 
ealth and influence artfully to escape the 
msequences of his crime. Let Liu Ch’ang- 
»and Tu Jui-lien combine these charges 
ith the other they have been called on to 
vestigate. 

(2) A Decree. Some time since Ho Chin- 
iow pointed out that Yii Chiin-ming, 
eneral of the Ch’ii-chow brigade in Ché- 
ang, could not properly combine with this 
wst the duties of Admiral of the Hang-kia 
u Naval brigade. We thereupon directed 
‘ei Ch’i-chao to take the matter into con- 
Jeration and report. He now memorialises 

the effect that the General in question 
is performed his dual duties with great 
ccess, and that his object in recommend- 
gy him for the double post was the 
lection of a competent officer. We com- 
and that Yi Hou-ling be permitted to 
ntinue to perform the extra duties of 
lmiral of the Hang Kia Hu naval brigade. 

are Governor will as heretofore keep a 
reful watch continually over him, and 
ould he find that he is really incapable 

performing the double duty, he will 
lect another officer to relieve him. 

(3) The Court of Censors report the re- 
ipt of a petition from one Ou-yang Chu- 
én, a native of the Chang-yi district in 
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Hunan, who complains that one Ou-yang Yi 
and others having, in 1875, opened a coal 
mine in the ditch which forms the boundary 
to his ancestral grave-yard, which mine 
encroached upon and disturbed his an- 
cestors’ bones, he obtained an injunction 
from the Magistrate against the further 
working of the mine. In the following 
year, however, these individuals insisted 
upon resuming their excavations, and built 
an earthen wall round the mine, within 
which they constructed a fort, and, having 
laid in a stock of arms, kept several hundred 
ruffians to guard it, entrenching the work 
with a moat. A second appeal to the Magis- 
trate was disregarded, and some of peti- 
tioner’s relatives who went with him to the 
cemetery were fired upon by Ou-yang Haiang, 
eight of their number being wounded by 
shot and three by sword cuts. Two of 
Ou-yang Hsiang’s party were killed by him- 
self, but he falsely declared that they were 
killed by petitioner’s relatives, Ou-yang 
Kuei-ch’i. Ou-yang Kuei-ch’i did kill four 
of the other party and was taken before the 
Magistrate, the wounded men being also 
inspected ; but Ou-yang Hsiang and his 
faction declared that the fight was got up 
by Ou-yang Kuei-ch’i. The suit was carried 
to the higher courts, but the eivdence was 
falsified, and petitioner having been accused 
of instiyating the fight was sentenced to 
immediate strangulation, four others of his 
parties who had killed their antagonists 
being sentenced to banishment, while the 
other faction, whose guilt was greater, had 
no sentence passed upon them whatever.— 
Referred in the usual manner. 

October 3rd.—(1) A Decree. Ming An © 
requests that a Sub-prefect transferred to 
his jurisdiction for military service may 
be detained in Kirin to be employed on 
specialduty. Let the expectant Sub-prefect 
Kao T’ung-shan be sent to Urumtsi and 
handed over to Kung ‘l’ang to be employed 
by him as he may think fit. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of the Hu-kwany provinces explaining 
that Lo Ta-ch’un, Commander-in-chief of 
Hunan, who has lately been dismissed for 
increasing the number of troops in his 
province without authority, forwarded the 
memorial reporting this step, to which the 
Governor-General’s name was attached, 
without his authority. A Censor being re- 
quested that he and the Governor might be 
punished for appending their names to this 
memorial, and an explanation having been 
demanded from them, the memorialist begs 
to state that the Governor of Hunan sup- 
plied the Commander-in-chief with a copy 
of decree forbidding the increase of the 


15 


provincial army on the ground that the 
present force was sufficient to maintain 
peace and order in the province. In reply 
to this decree, Lo Ta-ch’un wrote in very 
positive terms on the subject to memorialist, 
who, after some consideration, replied to 
the effect that the pay of regular troops be- 
ing different to that of irregulars, he would 
be acting contrary to regulation if he tried to 
increase his number of regular troops and 
place them on the irregular pay, and as the 
Imperial decree now received was couched 
in such positive terms, he could not venture 
to adhere to his original idea, and must at 
once disband the force he had enrolled. 
A letter was also sent to the Governor 
informing him of the terms of memorial- 
ist’s reply to the Commander-in-chief. The 
next thing he received was an abrupt letter 
from Lo Ta-ch’un stating that he had for- 
warded by express a memorial to the 
Throne saying that the provincial army was 
too weak, and that additional troops must 
be enrolled. A copy of the memorial was 
enclosed, but there was no request that 
memorialist should memorialise for him. 
The memorialist would humbly submit 
that, hitherto, when a memorial has to be 
presented in the joint names of the Gover- 
nor-General, Governor, and Commander-in- 
chief, it has been the custom in all the 
provinces, where the subject matter of 
the memorial is one of ordinary regula- 
tion routine, to despatch the memorial 
first and to communicate a copy of it 
afterwards to the persons whose names are 
used. But when the question is one of 
grave importance, a consultation is always 
held by letter, and when a draft memorial 
has been drawn up it is forwarded to the 
Governor-General with a request to submit 
it to His Majesty, and it is then copied out 
fair and despatched. Now, Lo Ta-ch’un’s 
scheme for the increase of his forces having 
been disapproved by Imperial decree, he 
wrote to consult the memorialist, who dis- 
tinctly refused his assent to his proposals, 
and then, instead of waiting for memo- 
rialist’s reply, he hastily sends off the 
memorial, and does not supply the memo- 
rialist with a copy of the draft to which 
his name was attached, for many days 
afterwards, and never asked him to lay the 
matter before His Majesty. This was 
truly an astounding proceeding, and the 
memorialist was in the act of laying a 
statement uf the facts before His Majesty 
when the decree appeared committing Lo 
Ta-ch’un to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. His calm assumption 
and wrougheadedness having attracted the 
notice of His Majesty, there is no occasion 
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for the memorialist to dilate upon them 
further. He begs therefore to offer this 
explanation for the information of Their 
Majesties. (See Gazettes of 17th July and 
17th September.) 

October 4th.—(1) A Decree. The Bo: 
of Civil Office report that a high official o: 
the frontier proposes to establish an offi 
in the capital for the transmission of sto 
and has sent two officers to conduct th 
working thereof ; and that he has writte 
to the Board to apply for Our sanction 
the undertaking. Ch’un Fu, Military 
Governor of Uliasutai, and his colleagued 
propose to establish a forwarding agency in 
Peking for the purchase and transmissi 
of fur garments and munitions of war, aad 
to take delivery of powder, &c., from the 
Government stores, but before applyi 
for the Imperial permission they hay 
appointed two Senior Assistant-Secretari 
of the Board of War to undertake the 
superintendence of this establishment ig 
addition to their regular duties. No such 
method of doing business has hitherta 
prevailed, and the conduct of these high 
officers is indeed free and improper in the 
extreme. Let Ch’un Fu, Military Govern 
of Uliasutai, and Ch’é-lin-to-erh-chi an 
Tuka-rh, Military Assistant Governors, ba 
committed to the Board for the determina, 
tion of a severe form of penalty. The offica 
they propose will not be permitted to ba 
established. 

(2) Memorial from the three high officers 
whose names are given in the preceding 
decree reporting that they have held the 
usual triennial inspection of the Imperial 
stud of brood mares. By precedent afforded| 
during many years past the stud of brood 
mares under the charge of a Mongol high 
officer is inspected once every three years, 
and if ten mares have during that time 
cast five foals or upwards, while the loss 
by death in the herd does not exceed 
given number, the Mongolian high oficial 
in charge has an “‘honorable record” be- 
stowed upon him by His Majesty, and 
the clerks and soldiers in charge of 
the herd are severally rewarded with hon- 
orary titles or presents of money ; while 
if the number of foals thrown is under 
the average, these persons have, simil- 
arly, penalties imposed upon them. Threa 
years having now elapsed since the last 
inspection, stock has again been taken, 
and it is found that 1,263 foals have beer 
bred during that period, making an average 
of over five foals to every ten mares, while 
the mortality has not been excessive. 
Under these circumstances the memorialists 
venture to suggest that an ‘honorable 
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ecord” be bestowed upon Prince Ch’e-lin- 
o-erh-chi, the high officer in charge of the 
ierd, and that the secretaries, stockmen, 
te., have flowered satin, hand-made cloth, 
va, and tobacco, severally bestowed upon 
hem. A list of the number of stallions, 
aares, and foals had been forwarded to the 
3oard of Revenue and the Mongolian 
ruperintendency respectively. — Granted 
y Rescript. 

October 5th.—({1) Wén Sui, Superin- 
endent of Customs at Kalyan, reports that 
ie has collected during the year ended 21st 
\pril, 1879, duties to the amount of Taels 
5,776, and 3,191 strings of cash. From 
his latter date to the 9th of September, 
hen his term of office expired, he collected 
‘aels 17,384 and 1,003 strings of cash, 
rhich he has handed over to his successor. 
‘he Customs Station at Kalgan is rated 
t Taels 60,561. Estimating the 3,191 
trings of cash at Taels 2,127, his total col- 
action for the year under review was Taels 
7,304. Deducting from this sum Taels 
10,004 regular assessment, a deficit is 
hown on the additional assessment of 
‘aels 20,256. Of this deficit the memori- 
list’s predecessor is responsible for Taels 
1,863, so that memorialist’s liabilities are 
educed to Tls. 17,391. The two great sta- 
jes upon which duties are collected at 
Salgan are tea from the South and furs 
nd wool from Kiachta. After these the 
ax on animals comes next in importance. 
The quantity of goods imported depends 
ntirely upon the export of tea. The busi- 
1ess done at Kiachta is one of barter, so 
hat without tea no exchange can be effected. 
lence, tea is an important factor both as 
egards import and export duties, which 
lepend entirely upon the briskness of the 
aarket at this station. Formerly the re- 
enue from this source was a good one, but 
ince Russia has [been allowed] to trade, 
ea, the great staple, has been purchased 
ud exported entirely by Russian merchants, 
nd as all of it is free from duty, under 
he tariff regulations, the traders and 
lealers established at Kalyan are one by 
ne abandoning the business, with the 
esult that a deficit is shown by each suc- 
essive incumbent. Since the memorialist 
ntered upon the duties of this post, he has 
tied hard to reorganise to system of 
‘ollection, and to endeavour by personal 
uspection of the collectorates to cause 
rade to flourish, in the hope that he 
night succeed in restoring the revenue to 
ts original amount. Unfortunately, the 
wnount of tea exported by Russian mer- 
chants increases every day, while native 
vade is decreasing, with a corresponding 
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effect upon the revenue. The drought 
during the previous year or so in the neigh- 
bouring provinces caused a large mortality 
amongst the horses, camels, oxen and 
sheep, and there was, comparatively, so 
large a business done last year in these 
animals, that the cattle beyond the 
Wall were nearly all sold off, and a small 
stock only has been bred this year, caus- 
ing a falling off also in the duties upon 
live stock. Memorialist in his anxiety and 
vexation at this depreciation, has per- 
sonally visited the various stations under 
his control and has done his very best to 
carry out reforms where they were needed, 
and to keep a careful watch upon the 
collection ; but circumstances are against 
him, and there are no means of attracting 
a larger trade. He has forwarded a return 
of the tea and goods exported and imported 
by Russian merchants both to the Tsung-li 
Yamén and the Board of Revenue. Of late 
years the Board of Revenue has invariably 
determined that the two-fifths only of the 
deficit shall be made good by the several 
Superintendents responsible, and His 
Majesty has always consented to this 
arrangement. The memorialist has, there- 
fore, no alternative but to pray His Majesty 
to direct the Board of Revenue to take 
the matter. into consideration and recom- 
mend as liberal a treatment of him as they 
can, giving him a certain time within which 
to make good the balance he is called upon 
to pay. (Referred to the Board of Revenue 
by decree of 16th September. ) 

October 6th.—(Court Circular.) T’an 
Chung-lin, Governor of Shénsi, paid his re- 
spects on reaching the capital. Lo Fang-ch’i, 
Governor of Fuhkien, requested his parting 
instructions and had audience of leave. 

(1) Ts’éu Yii-ying, Governor of Kwei- 
chow, reports his assumption of the duties . 
of that office. He left Peking on the 1st 
of June, reached Ch’ang-sha on the 15th of 
July, and Chén-yuau Fu on the Kweichow 
frontier on the 12th August, at which place 
officers met him with the seals of office, the 
Imperial warrant and banner authorising 
him to inflict capital punishment, etc., which 
he then and there took charge of after per- 
forming the usual prostrations, in front of 
a table duly laid out, with his face towards 
the palace, ‘ 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the death upon the 24th of August of 
Tséng Shou, Financial Commissioner of 
that province. He died of a fever brought 
on by worry and excess of anxiety caused 
by the cares of office, his end being hast- 
ened by profuse perspiration brought on 
by sudorifics. 
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(3) In a postscript memorial the Governor 
reports that he has appointed Wén Chung- 
han, Taotai at Wénchow, acting Financial 
Commissioner. 

October 7th.—(1) Wén Pin, Director- 
General of grain transport, is ordered to 
Peking to have audience, Hsieh Yiin-shén 
being instructed to act as Director-General 
during his absence. 

(2) The Court of Censors report that a 
Mongolian woman called Ch’intamani, the 
daughter of Sétipala, a daiji of the 4th 
grade belonging to the Tumed tribe, has 
presented a petition to the effect that at 
the end of 1875 a gang of burglars broke 
into her home one night, killed her uncle, 
a lama called Taerhmapala, and wounded 
her father, mother, brother and _ sister, 
clearing the house of everything that it 
contained. The petitioner recognised by 
the glare of the torches one Sun Fu- 
shéng, who was calling out to the others 
to “kill,” but. at the time she hardly 
dare breathe for fright. Some neighbours 
came to the rescue and the robbers made 
off, but information was at once laid at the 
nearest garrison, news of the outrage being 
also sent to Ch’ao-yang Hsien in Jeh-ho, 
the district town. Four of the robbers 
were caught, and adinitted that they be- 
longed to a gang of twenty-nine headed by 
Sun Fu-shéng and his father Jun Chiu-mo. 
The pair were arrested, and the Magistrate, 
although he held an inquest on the uncle’s 
body and examined the wounds of the 
others, let the prisoners go. Petitioner 
then went to Jeh-ho and laid a com- 
plaint, when she was lodged in a Customs 
station preparatory to being had up for 
examination, but the acting Magistrate 
of Ch’ao-yang took her away, and four 
years elapsed without any further steps 
being taken. The prisoners, nine in 
number, all admitted that Sun Chiu-mo 
had led them on, but the villain Sun spent 
money in bribes and got the case remitted 
to the judicial committee, when the acting 
Magistrate tried to force petitioner to sign 
a bond exonerating Sun Chiu-mo. She 
refused to alter her evidence, so the 
Magistrate, in order to insult her, put her 
to live in the same room with a common 
runner, beating her with whips and rods, 
and trying to force her to yield to his 
demand.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) Memorial from Mei Ch’i-chao, Gov- 
ernor of Chékiang, forwarding in a 
separate enclosure a report of the repairs 
executed on the Hangchow sea wall dur- 
ing the year 1878, with an account of 

the expenditure incurred. Many places in 
this wall had been washed away owing to 
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the force of the tides, the unusual amount; 
of rain during the “plum days,” which 
caused floods to come rushing down, and 
the summer and autumn freshets, which, 
coupled with extraordinarily high tides, 
raised huge surging waves several tens of 
feet in height which added to the mischie 
already done in many places. The mem 
rial then proceeds to describe in detail th 
repairs that have been executed in each 
section respectively, under the supervision 
of the several Taotais of the Hang-kia-hvo 
circuit who were on duty during the year. 
(See Gazette of 29th October, 1877.) 
October 8th.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
a memorial from Ting Pao-chéng, Governor- 
General of Szechuen, who states that a 
certain Taotai, Lao Wén-t’ao, did not, as 
was charged against him, appropriate public! 
monies to his private use while in charge 
of a military expenditure office ; nor did) 
the acting Sub-prefect of Lu Chow have 
dishonest dealings with his gatekeeper. 
Under these circumstances, the Taotai in 
question, having already lost his appoint- 
ment, is absolved from all further penalties, 
as is also the Sub-prefect, who is, however, 
to be detained in the provincial capital 
under the eye of the Governor-General. 
The gatekeeper referred to is to be expelled. 
(2) A decree also in answer to a report 
from Ting Pao-chéng, who states that the 
suggested putting back of the Ch’éng-tu 
river works which stand at the entrance or 
‘*fish’s mouth” by which its waters are 
distributed over fourteen districts, is inad- 
visable, Ngén Ch’éng and T’uny Hwa 
inspected the works in the winter time 
when the water was low, so that they have 
not seen the state of the river when the 
current is swollen, Their plan will prob- 
ably result in the carrying away of another 
embankment, and the gentry have unan- 
imously protested against the scheme. 
Under these circumstances the Governor- 
General is authorised to abandon the pro- 
ject.—No other documents of importance. 
October 9th.—(1) The Court of Censors 
report the receipt of a numerously signed 
petition presented by one Tai Hsi-t’ien, a 
native of the Lu-yi district in Honan, who 
stated that for some score of years past it 
had been the custom in his district invari- 
ably to reckon the tael in payment of Jand 
tax at 2,600 cash. In the year 1870 the 
Magistrate raised the rate to 2,850 cash, 
and increased the duty on title deeds a 
thousand per cent. ‘The carts and horses 
required for Government purposes used to 
be hired and paid for by the officials them- 
selves, but, subsequently, some disreput- 
able notables monopolised the engagement 
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f these carts and animals, and not only 
id not issue the Government rate of 
ay, but even charged ordinary rates [when 
money commutation was given.] Such a 
tate of things was unendurable, and, last 
ear, the Governor of Honan having re- 
aived an Imperial decree ordering him to 
nquire into numerous abuses, the gentry 
ad elders of the whole district represented 
» His Excellency the abuses that existed 
1 connection with the land tax, the re- 
uisition of carts and horses, and fees on 
tle deeds, praying him to draw up regula- 
ons for their prevention. 
ad the Financial Commissioner were good 
rough to decide, in consultation with the 
sting Prefect, that for each tael of land tax 
ls. 1.5.2 should be paid, and that if it-was 
ot convenient to pay in silver, the old 
ite of 2,600 cash would be accepted. The 
uty on title deeds was reduced to seven 
undred per cent., and it was decided that 
ich cart in the district should pay 2,200 
wh per annum to the military clerk or 
mmmissary, who would then undertake 
is compulsory service for them, by which 
teans both public and private interests 
ould be served. In the month of Febru- 
ty last proclamations were issued by the 
overnor stating that the land tax, requisi- 
ons for carts and horses, and duty on title 
eeds, would beseverally levied or conducted 
nder these new regulations, and this pro- 
amation was posted everywhere. In spite 
fthis, a notorious pettifogging litigant, one 
lo Hsin-t’an, got into relations with the 
atemen and clerks at the magistracy, who, 
‘eing that the reform of the abuses above 
ferred to would deprivethem of theirsource 
‘wealth, entered into collusion with certain 
ioice spirits, and befooled and deceived 
1e Mauistrate in such wise that the exces- 
ve rate of 2,850 per tael was levied as be- 
re, and a more extortionate charge than 
rer for providing carts and horses was 
acted. The petitioner and others pro- 
sted against this infringement of their 
yhts as laid down in the proclamation 
ferred to, but Ho MHsiu-t’an and his 
aternity, in spite of repeated injunctions 
sued from the Governor’s Yamén, called 
yon the grain tax collectors to con- 
nue to exact the old rate, and en- 
ined upon the military clerk to demand 
rger fees than ever in commutation of the 
‘vice of carts and horses, whether these 
ere actually required or no for the public 
‘rvice. In May last, His Excellency the 
overnor passed. through the district on 
is tour of military inspection, and only 
ade use of six or seven carts and eight or 
ine horses. There are only about 250 
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villages in the Lu-yi district, and Ho Hsin- 
t’an ordered the military clerk to call upon 
sixty or so of them to provide carts, etc., 
the service of two or three carts and two 
or three horses being demanded from each 
village, or a money commutation of twenty- 
six or twenty-seven strings of cash per cart, 
and sixteen or seventeen strings per horse. 
The people, not daring to dispute this extor- 
tionate demand, paid what they were told. 
The greed of Ho Hein-t’an and the test was 
still unsatisfied, and they accordingly de- 
clared that, the number of villages they had 
placed under contribution for the visit of 
the Governor had not been suflicient, and 
that thirty more must be called upon each 
to provide a commutation for three horses 
at the rate of sixteen and seventeen 
strings of cash per horse, threatening 
those who objected with the penalties 
attaching to refusal to perform compulsory 
service. The money was raised with dif- 
ficulty, but even there they did not stop, 
for, bearing a grudge against petitioner and 
the others who had earlier protested against 
their extortions, they prevailed on the 
Magistrate to have petitioner and more than 
fifty others arrested, in order to wreak 
their spite. The petition corresponded 
in its main particulars with the story 
of Tai Hsi-t’ien.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 

October 10th.—(1) The first four memo- 
rials in this day’s Gazette are announcements 
of the temporary charges that have taken 
place in the provincial Government of © 
Shénsi, owing to the departure of T’an 
Chung-lin, the Governor, for Peking, where 
he has been summoned to audience. The 
Governor reports his departure on the 24th 
August, aud (2) recommends Pien Pao- 
ch’iian, provincial Judge, for the post of 
acting Financial Commissioner ; Wang Ssii- 
yi, the Financial Commissioner; having been 
ordered by Imperial decree to act as Gov- 
ernor ; (3) Wang Ssit-yi reports that he has 
taken charge ; (4) Pien Pao-ch’iian reports 
that he has succeeded to the duties of Fi- 
nancial Commissioner; and, finally, (5) 
Shén Yiny-kwei, Taotai of the Shén-an 
circuit, announces that he has assumed the 
duties of acting Judge. 

(6) Tso Tsung-t’ang recommends one Ho 
Shéng-yiin for the vacant post of Magistrate 
of the Ling-t’ai district. The usual account 
of the nominee’s career and antecedents 
is given, and covers some eight pages of the 
Gazette. 

October 11th.—(1) Tsai Ling and Shih 
Tséng, Superintendents of Customs and 
Octroi at Peking, submit a return of duties 
collected by them during the year ended 
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17th September, 1879. Immediately on re- 
ceipt of their appointment, the memorialists 
despatched deputies to keep a careful watch 
over the collection, in the hope that by the 
institution of rigorous reforms the revenue 
might be raised to a flourishing condition. 
Unfortunately, drought and failure of 
harvests were met with in several provinces 
last year, while the spring rains this year 
failed in their season, so that, although as 
summer advanced abundance of rain was 
secured in the neighbourhvod of Peking, 
prices continued high, and traders were 
losing on their capital, all of which things 
tended to hamper business and keep it 
below its ordinary level. Shao-chiu, the 
spirit distilled from Sorghunt, has hitherto 
been the great staple of taxation at Peking ; 
but although the prohibition against dis- 
tillation has now been relaxed, the price of 
grain has not fallen sufficiently to admit of 
a resumption of the trade in all its former 
activity. To this drawback must be added 
the fact that double duties cannot be levied 
on foreign goods, so that receipts continue 
to fall off. A former Superintendent of 
Customs, Temuch’uk’o-ch’apu, obtained His 
Majesty’s consent to pay into the Treasury 
the amount that he actually collected, and 
not that at which the collectorate was 
assessed, but the Board of Revenue ob- 
jected to this plan, and prevailed on His 
Majesty to sanction a resumption of the 
old order of things. During the memo- 
rialists’ year of oftice they have collected 
altogether Tls. 175,193, leaving a deficit of 
Tis, 148,307.—Rescript : Tsai Ling and his 
colleague report that they have been un- 
able to collect the full amount of the sur- 
plus assessinent on the Peking Customs. 
Let the Board of Revenue consider and 
report. 

(2) Memorial from Jung Yiand Tsai Po, 
officers in charge of the Eastern Mausolea, 
and Ching Jui, General of the Ma-lan-chén 
Brigade and chief of the troops stationed 
at the Mausolea. They state that from the 
7th year of Yung Chéng to the 8th year of 
Tao Kwang continual grants of money were 
made to the Yung-chi-k’u or treasury for 
the maintenance of repairs to the Imperial 
Mausolea. With these grants land was pur- 
chased in Tsun-hua Chou and four other 
sub-prefectures and districts in Chihli, 
which yielded an annual rental of some- 
thing over Tis. 10,600, and this sum was 
devoted to the repair of the different Mau- 
solea, the expehses incurrred in connection 
with the Mausolea by the Banner Corps, 
Board of Works, Office of the Imperial 
Household, and Chinese guard, etc., etc. 
On the construction of the tumb of the 
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Emperor Hsien Féng, the expenditu 
which this rental was called upon to imee 
was considerably increased, while in so 
instances the rents did not come in wi 
any regularity, arrears of payments bei 
thus accumulated. A loan of Tls. 30,00 
was borrowed from the Banner Corp 
rents by Tsai Ch’isu, a former Superi 
tendent, the intention being to repa 
the debt by instalments realised out ¢ 
the economies he hoped to effect. It hq 
never been possible, however, to repay th 
loan, and the expeuses attendant upon thy 
preparations for the final obsequies 1a 
year of the Emperor ‘l’ung Chih, nece 
sitated a further loan of Tls. 30,000, whid 
has now all been spent, leaving the fi 
debt still unpaid. As they have no meas 
of repaying this sum, the memorialists be 
that it may be considered an item ¢ 
regular expenditure and the debt cancelleé 
Also, that the sum of Tls. 80,000 may 
supplied them from the Banner Corps rei 
to enable them to pay off more recent debt 
(For decree censuring the audacity of the 
proposals see Gazette of 24th September.) 

(3) Ch’i Yuan, acting Military Governa 
of Shéng-king, and his colleague Ch’is 
K’ai, report the completion of the annu 
patrol of the Corean frontier. Their mem 
rial is of the stereoptyped kind, a specime 
of which has been supplied in earli 
yolumes of the Gazette. 

(4) Tsai Ling and Shih Tséng submit 
separate return of the duties collected 
foreign opium imported into Peking duri 
the year ended 17th of September, 187 
These amounted to Tls. 8,341, to whiq 
has to be added ‘‘ subsistence money 
derived from the “turn of the scale 
amounting to Tls. 352. The fines and c 
fiscations, after deducting rewards to i 
formers, &c., amount to Tls. 26. In oth 
duties an extra amount known by the nam 
of Chia-p’ing-yin, or over-weight charge 
to supply possible deficiencies, has to h 
accounted for, but the opium duties comin 
under a special heading, and the expens¢ 
of collection being comparatively so larg 
in consequence of the extra number q 
watchers that have to be employed to chea 
the extensive smuggling that is carried of 
the Chia-p’ing-yin levied have all been ey 
pended, and in accordance with a decree 
the 9th year of Hsien Féng sanctioning th 
omission, no return of them is supplied. 

October 12th.—(1) A Decree. Ming : 
and his colleague represent that they hay 
not a sufficient number of troops at thej 
disposal to detach any for the annual winté 
hunt, and accordingly once more reque@ 
that it may be temporarily abandoned 
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’e sanction their request. The omission to 
sert the month of the year at the close 
their memorial is a gross piece of care- 
isness. Let-Ming An and Yii Liang both 
‘committed to the Board for the deter- 
ination of a penalty. 
(2) A decree ordering an allowance of 
0 piculs of millet, being 200 piculs over 
e customary grant, to be respectively 
ued to the gruel kitchens in Peking 
own as the P’u Chi T’ang and Kuny Té 
ao. The ordinary allowance of 400 piculs 
d 300 piculs respectively is allotted to 
9 gruel kitchen at Lu Kon Ch’iao and 
2 night refuge for casuals in Peking. 
(3) Lin K’un-yi, acting Governor-Gen- 
lof the Two Kwang Provinces, reports 
2 murder by a maniac of his mother, and 
s execution by the ling ch’th process. 
.e circumstances are detailed as follows :— 
aang Té-chi, a schoolmaster, lived in the 
ih-ch’6ng district in Kwangtung, of 
lich place he was a native. His father, 
aang Kuo-hung, his mother Huang Lai 
4, and his wife Hsieh shih, lived in the 
ne house. He had always been a dutiful 
1, and the whole family were on the best 
terms. Towards the close of last year, 
wever, Huang Té-chi suddenly went mad, 
d continued to be insane with lucid 
ervals. Being an only son, and neither 
hy nor troublesome in his fits of mania, 
| father was loth to send him to the 
thorities to be put in custody, as is the 
yper practice, and so locked him up at 
me, begging his relatives to keep the fact 
his son’s madness quiet. In the month 
November, 1878, the father went to Lien 
ow, and a few weeks afterwards the son 
la fresh fit of mania, during which he 
enched off his chains and got out of the 
thouse in which he was confined, and, 
king up a vegetable chopper, began 
dance and brandish it about. His wife 
v him in this condition and rushed to 
itch the knife away from him, whereupon 
attacked her and wounded her right ear 
lleft wrist. She screamed for help, and 
: mother-in-law came running out from 
* bedroom and called out to her son to 
The madman then attacked his 
ther and dealt her a blow over the 
aples with the chopper which felled her to 
»ground, after which he threw the weapon 
wn and ran laughing down the road. He 
3 followed by some neighbours who heard 
: women’s cries of distress, caught him, 
i once more secured him. His mother 
d a few days afterwards, and his wife, 
ng alone and still suffering from her 
unds, did not send news of the murder 
the district town, which was some way 
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off, but she wrote to her father-in-law to 
hurry back, and buried her mother-in-law 
in the meantime. On the father’s return 
he sent the maniac to the Magistrate, but 
he was so mad that it was impossible to 
extract a statement from him. The rela- 
tives of the deceased and other wit- 
nesses were, however, summoned, and 
their testimony as to the cate of the 
mother’s death being sufficient, at the 
husband’s request the body was not dis- 
turbed, as he objected to the process that 
a formal inquest would necessitate. The 
wife was also examined on her recovery 
from the wounds she had received, and the 
fact that the crime was committed during a 
fit of insanity was established beyond all 
doubt. As the law does not recognise 
any extenuating circumstances where the 
crime of parricide is concerned, the man 
Huang Té-chi has been put to death by the 
ling ch’th process, and his head sent to the 
scene of the crime to be there exposed. 
The father of the maniac, and his relatives, 
who, aware of the lunatic’s condition, con- 
cealed the same from the authorities, with 
the result that a great social crime has 
been committed, have each been punished 
by the infliction of forty blows, being the 
usual mitigation of the penalty of 100 blows 
to which they are liable by law. 

October 13th.--(1) Memorial from Tséng 
Kuo-ch’iian, Governor of Shansi, forward- 
ing a list of officials employed in his province 
for whom he solicits the bestowal of marks 
of distinction in consideration of their 
efforts during the time that the country 
was suffering from famine over. Eighty 
departments and districts in Shansi were 
in receipt of relief which, naturally, was 
entirely supplied from other places. It 
was, nevertheless, upon the local authori- 
ties that the responsibility devolved of 
distributing this relief among the poor 
people, in an even and equitable manner. 
The memorialist has on repeated occasions 
submitted to His Majesty the names of 
those officers from neighbouring provinces 
who have been particularly active in as- 
sisting the cause with contributions of 
money, or have been energetic in getting 
the grain sent forward, and His Majesty 
has, as often, graciously accorded the marks 
of distinction that were solicited on behalf 
of these officers. The local authorities and 
gentry were, it is true, but fulfilling their 
bounden duty in doing what they did, and 
‘* meritorious service” cannot be mentioned 
in connection with their labours, but when 
memorialist comes to reflect upon the way 
in which they have worked for the past two 
years—how a population of as many as six 
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million people has had to be passed under 
inspection, and grain to the extent of more 
than two million piculs has been distributed 
amongst them—how they have given them- 
selves heart and soul to the arrangement of 
schemes [for the relief of suffering], and 
the careful execution of the same ; establish- 
ing kitchens for the issue of gruel to fill 
the bellies' of the hungry crowd, dispensing 
medicines in times of epidemic sickness, or 
opening places for the sale of grain at 
moderate rates; or, again, providing re- 
fuges for the maintenance of destitute 
children ; burying the bodies and bones of 
those who died ; supplying wadded gar- 
ments to the poorly clad, and contriving to 
get plough oxen and seed corn for those 
who wanted it; disposing of the deserted 
lands, and [diminishing] forced labour, 
etc., etc., he sees that there was not one of 
these undertakings but which was dependent 
for success upon the unanimous sympathy 
and united energies of these same officials 
and gentry, who carried them outinthe most 
satisfactory manner. Numbers amongst 
them, more even than can be counted, 
fell victims to the labours they underwent, 
and the memorialist has noticed a care- 
worn and anxious expression on the faces 
of those who have waited ‘upon him at the 
provincial capital that was most distressing 
to see. He invariably consoled them all 
with words of kindness [for the troubles 
they had undergone], and took occasion to 
exhort them to continue their effects in the 
work of reorganisation, that they might 
continue steadfast to the end. But, as 
from first to last, several thousand officials, 
titular and other, and notables, have dis- 
played meritorious zeal in the perform- 
ances of these duties, it is impossible that 
they shotild all have honorary rewards 
conferred upon them. The memorialist 
has accordingly instructed the Re-organiza- 
tion Office to direct the department and 
district magistrate to reduce their lists of 
deserving individuals, that these may be 
brought within reasonable limits. This has 
now been done, and a first list has been 
submitted by the Re-organisation Commit- 
tee who will send a second when answers 
have been received from the various author- 
ities concerned. The former is respectfully 
laid before His Majesty with a humble 
request that he will be pleased to bestow 
marks of distinction upon the officials and 
gentry named therein. A list of the Lieut- 
enants and Ensigns recommended will be 
sent to the Board of War.—Referred to 
the proper Board. . 
October 14th.—A decree directing the 
Governor of Hunan to investigate a counter- 
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charge brought at the Office of Gendarmeri 
in Peking against Ou-yang Siang and other 
by Ou-yang Kuang-hung, a member of th 
same clan. Ou-yang Siang had accuse 
Ou-yang Kuang-hung and others of havin; 
encroached upon the family burying groum 
with a mine they were working, in con 
sequence of which a faction fight arose, in th 
course of which several persons were killed 
Ou-yang Siang appealed against the partia 
decision that had been given by the loca 
authorities, when the matter was brough 
before them, and Ou-yang Kuang-hum 
now declares that Ou-yang Siang’s story 4 
false, as he was the one to make the attad 
which led to loss of life. (See Gazette a 
1st October.) : 


(1) Mei Ch’i-chao, Governor of Chékiang 
is ordered to Peking to await other employ 
ment, and T’an Chung-lin, Governor a 
Shénsi, is commanded to succeed him, thi 
latter post being given to Féng Yii-ch' 


iE. : 
(2) Ch’ien Pao-lien $3 FF Fig is appoin . 

Senior Vice-President of the Board 

Revenue, and Hsieh Yiin-shéng BEAL 


Junior Vice-President of the same Bo: 
The latter is to continue to act as Direc 
General of Grain Transport until the re 
turn of Wén Pin, who is now in Peking. 
(3) Postscript memorial from T’u Tsung 
ying, Governor of Honan, reporting thé 
loss of the treasure in the Chang Riv 
that forms the boundary between t 
provinces of Honan and Chihli, as has 
ready been announced by the Governor 
the latter province. The Governor giva 
much the same version of the story as’ 
Hung-chang, except that he states that ¢ 
Magistate of An-yang declared the loss 
the money happened in the Tz’it-ch 
jurisdiction and not in his, the carts havi 
already been ferried across the river 
gone for about two li on the other ban 
when they were overtaken by a freshet th 
suddenly came down and caught the twe 
hinder carts, which were carried away, 
The Governor goes on to state that he h 
received a letter from Li Hung-chang ta 
the effect that the Sub-prefect of Tz’t Chow 
equally denies that the mishap occurred in 
his jurisdiction, so that the An-yang Magis; 
trate should be called upon to recover the 
money, though the Sub-prefect will be 
directed to afford him every assistance. The 
dispute is easily settled. The Chang river 
forms the boundary between the district and 
the sub-prefecture. It the accident occu 
while the carts were on the ferry boat. the 
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{n-yang istrate cannot plead irrespon- 
ibility ; if, on the other hand, they had 
een landed from the boat, it is evident 
hat they must have reached the opposite 
ihore, and it was the duty of the Tz’i Chow 
jub-prefect’s underling to have met them 
wd taken charge of them at the river’s edge, 
md they cannot excuse themselves by the 
lea that as they had not been in time 
eceive the carts, the agents from the 
outhern bank had not been relieved of 
heir charge and were still therefore on 
luty. The only way of settling the facts in 
lispute is to despatch officers to the spot to 
iold a joint enquiry into the matter. The 
nemorialist therefore prays that Li Hung- 
thang may be instructed to appoint an 
ficer to meet memorialist’s deputy at the 
wene of accident, and hold a searching 
mquiry with him into the circumstances of 
ihe case. —Granted by decree earlier issued. 
(4) Memorial from Lin Chang-yo, Gov- 
svernor-General of Yiinnan and K weichow, 
wd Tu Jui-lien, Governor of Yiinnan, sub- 
nitting a scheme for the re-distribution of 
the army of the latter province, by which 
‘more efficient control of the frontier will 
be maintained without extra cost to the 
wovincial exchequer. The original num- 


ver, of lien chiin ($64 FL), or additional 


irilled troops enrolled in excess of the 
standing force, in Yiinnan was 7,300, but 
in 1876 these were reduced to 4,500 and 
livided into twelve regiments, which, with 
the three battalions of irregulars obtained 
fom other provinces or locally raised, were 
distributed over the most important centres 
in the province to maintain order and do 
police duty. When active military opera- 
tions were nearly at an end, it was decided, 
® consequence of the irregularity with 
which remittances for the pay of the troops 
wrived, to disband two of the battalions 
teferred to above, stationing the remaining 
one at Chao-t’ung Fu, until the necessity 
for precaution against further risings was 
hot so great, when it also would be dis- 
banded. The Committee of Reorganisa- 
tion now report that the lien chiin in 
Yinnan were originally established to sup- 


plement the regular army (fil) Fz.) _ These 


lien chiin were now distributed throughout 
the province as a guard in readiness against 
emergency, and if the Hunan irreyulars 
Were all to be disbanded there would be no 
force to meet a possible call for aid [in any 
direction] at any given time. It had fur- 
ther to be borne in mind that Chén-hiung- 
chow, in Chao-tung Fu, was on the borders 
of Szechuen, where the banditti known as 
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kang-fei, or the club rebels, and hut-fei, or 
affiliated rebels, have their lurking places 
and retreats, while Yiin Chow in the Shun- 
ning prefecture adjoins the Burmese frontier, 
where fugitive outlaws band together with 
the savages and local chieftains, and are 
continually giving trouble, sometimes rising, 
and at others hiding [in the recesses 
of the retreats.] All these neighbour- 
hoods require the presence of troops, 
The two regiments re-established at T’eng- 
yueh (Momein) were able to look after the 
Shun-ning neighbourhood as well, but when 
the Commander-in-chief’s corps of Hunan 
braves were disbanded, one of these regi- 
ments was sent to supplement the garrison 
at Ta-li Fu. There is a regiment of lien chiin 
at Chao-t’ung Fu, but it is stationed too far 
from Chén-hsiung-chow to be of practical 
service in that neighbourhood, and it is 
also charged with the duty of guarding 
the river. The remaining lien chiin only 
just suffice to protect the other places 
where precautions are necessary, and none 
of them can possibly be withdrawn, but 
the committee propose to disband the 
remaining regiment of Hunan braves re- 
ferred to above that was stationed at 
Chao-t’ung Fu, and after putting down a 
rising at Ta-kwan in that prefecture was 
sent on to quell an insurrection amongst 
the aborigines at Pa [Chiang ?], as they have 
succeeded in reducing these two neighbour- 
hoods to a condition that admits of a slight 
relaxation of precautionary measures. With 
the pay thus saved they purpose establish- 
ing two additional regiments of lien chiin, 
numbering 750 men, to be stationed at 
Chén-hsiung and Yiin-chow respectively, 
—Granted by Rescript. 

October 15th.—({1) Ch’ung Pao EAR 
is appointed Financial Commissioner of 
Shantung. Yang Ch’ang-chiin has a button 
of the third grade bestowed upon him and 
is promoted to the post of Financial Com- 
missioner of Kansuh, vacated by Ch’ung 
Pao. He is directed to continue to act as 
Assistant Administrator of Reorganisation 
for the New Dominion. 


(2) A Decree. Tséng Kuo-ch’iin submits 
a report setting forth a plan he had devised 
for making periodical purchases of grain 
to be restored to the public granaries. He 
states that during the famine from which 
the province of Shansi has lately suffered, 
it was found that a sudden import of grain 
from other provinces could not managed, 
and that in many instances the local gra- 
naries had to be depended upon for the 
maintenance of uninterrupted supplies. 
Now that the question of reorganisation 


has to be considered, a most important 
measure in this connection is the purchase 
of grain to make good the supplies that 
have been drawn from local granaries, and 
he proposes to devote the appropriations 
granted by the Board of Revenue, as well as 
those which Shantung and other provinces 
have been called upon to supply, amounting 
in all to Tls. 500,000, with a loan of Tls. 
500,000 to be raised in instalments by the 
province itself, to the purchase of grain to 
be stored in the local granaries. He antici- 
pates that the stock will be complete in 
three years. The object being to provide 
against years of dearth, We naturally 
sanction his proposal, but as the purchase 
of this grain is likely to give rise to many 
abuses, he must, at a time like the present, 
when the financial condition of the Empire 
is sorely embarrassed, be particularly care- 
ful to use every endeavour to secure the 
actual expenditure of the money on the ob- 
ject for which it is given, and to this end he 
must positively be careful to make selection 
of men of good character to carry out the 
measure in a proper manner, that Govern- 
ment money may not be wasted. 

(3) A memorial from two of the metro- 
politan Censors reporting the capture of 
four highwaymen, who, after committing 
several robberies in the neighbourhood of 
the capital, came to Peking and were caught 
in the neighbourhood of the western divi- 
sion of the Chinese city. Foreign revolvers, 
powder and bullets were found upon them, 
and they had in their possession clothes, 
money, watches, opium, etc., etc., that 
formed part of the booty they had taken. 
On being examined, they admitted that 
they had, after taking counsel together, 
decided to commit highway robbery in the 
country to the Hast of Peking. That on 
the 22nd of July last, they had robbed two 
carts containing opium, etc., near Chang- 
chia-wan, and a month later had stopped 
two carts near Sun-ho, from the occupants 
of which they took money and watches. 
They further owned to a robbery of a house 
in Peking, from which they took fur jackets, 
Court beads, and other things. Lists of the 
property stolen having been obtained from 
the victims of these robberies, the articles 
found were restored to their respective 
owners upon identification. The criminals 
have been handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments to be tried and sentenced as the law 
requires, and orders have been given for a 
careful watch to be kept in case there should 
be other of their associates still abroad. 

October 16th.—(1) A long and unin- 
teresting memorial from Pao Yiin, President 
of the Board of Civil Office, and his 
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colleagues, reporting the result of thei 
deliberations on the penalties they wer 
directed to determine in the case of Ar 
Haing-ah, Comptroller of the Office of thi 
Imperial Household, and others. (For parti 
culars of this case see Gazettes of Septem! 
9th, 23rd, 26th, &c., &.) 

(2) P’an Wei, Governor of Hupeh, 
ports the receipt of the tentamentar 
memorial of Shan Mou-chien, ex-G 
Secretary, that was delivered to him by 
deceased’s servant with a request that 1 
might be transmitted to His Majesty. Th 
ex-Grand Secretary, who was living i 
retirement at Hsiang-yang Hsien, his nati’ 
place, died on the 9th of August last. ( 
Gazette of 26th September.) | 

(3) Postcript memorial from Wu Yuan 
ping, Governor of Kiangsu, requesti 
permission to deprive certain petty offici 
of their buttons preparatory to placing then 
on their trial for offences committed agains 
law and order. One of these individuals 
a Lieutenant under the jurisdiction of th 
Prefect of Chinkiang, who was blind, wa 
in the habit of demanding money fro 
various shops, and whenever his request 
were not met to the fullest extent he woul 
bring a number of women to the shop 
stop there and make a noise until he fore 
the proprietor to indemnify him. 

(4) A memorial from Tu Jui-lien, Tartal 
General at Sui-yuan in Shansi, reporti 
the trial and capture of four members of 
gang of mounted brigands who had jus 
before attacked a camel driver and robbed 
him of some shirtings with which his animal 
were loaded. The captured brigands wer 
at once beheaded and their heads expos 
Orders have also been given for the capt 
of the rest of the gang. 

October 17th.—Wén Kuei, Superintend 
ent of Imperial Manufactories at Hang 
chow, forwards a return of fabrics prepared 
and forwarded to Peking, with the expen 
diture incurred in their manufacture, durin 
the year 1878. The following is the lisl 
submitted :— ae 





Red silk trappings and clothes 
for Imperial pageants, 2,353 pieces; 
Green silk, 36 pieces...............046 

Trappings for use at the Imperial 
obsequies, 6,000 pieces ; Green silk 
for the Imperial obsequies, 600 
PICCES .........ccsecesescrsseeceeseeseeee 

Red silk clothes and trappings 
for bearers of the Imperial chair, 
382 pieces ; Red gauze for bearers 
of the Imperial chair, 372 pieces; 
Green silk for bearers of the Im- 
perial chair, 75 pieces .............. 4,026 


16, 80¢ 


42,840 
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Red silk trappings and clothes 
reunuchs who carry the Imperial 
air, 500 pieces; Green silk, 
PLOCOB. io. ccsleancedteciedacesssseess 
Red gauze trappings and clothes, 
pieces ; Red silk trappings and 
thes, 96 pieces ; Green silk, 20 
ces 
Ordered by the Imperial Manu- 
story Department : — Flowered 
tin, 250 pieces ; Plain satin, 200 
2ces ; Thin silk, 1,500 pieces.... 
Ordered by the Commission Of- 
e of the Imperial Household :— 
owered satin, 338 pieces ; thin 
k, 712 pieces ...........cesseseceseees 14,859 
Sacrificial silk, 500 rolls............ 22,533 
Brocaded gauze, 20 pieces......... 888 
Ordered by Board of Revenue, 

angchow silk, (1st instalment of 


3,671 
1,277 


Peer ence cccccrcccsenccsccesceceees 


29,534 








300 PieCeS.).......cccsscseesessseeeee 36,922 
Velvet, 500 catties ............... 76,187 
Orders transferred from the Soo- 
ow Manufactory :—Satin for issue 
part payment of salaries in 
ansuh, 75 pieces..............0sseeee 1,030 
Red paper slips ordered by a 
partment of the Office of Works, 
0 sheets; red gilt paper slips 
dered by the Office of Works, 
10 sheets ; Hu-chow pencils, 350. 2,905 
Grand total (including fractional 
rts of a tael which have not been 
tered) ....sseceeee spoddccasesaacesse «+ 254,286 
Tis. 
This amount has been raised in 
ie following manner :—From the 
hékiang land tax of 1878 ......... 120,319 
From miscellaneous levies under 
ve same heading...............sseeeee 11,955 
From the land tax of 1879,...... 11,277 
Borrowed from the [grain (?)] 
ansport department..............066 20,000 
From the lekin collection......... 90,638 
Balance from last account........ 2,598 
Total received (with fractions of 
256,789 
Deduct expenditure . 254,268 
Balance in hand,.............006 vee 2,502 





No other documents of importance. 


October 18th.—(1) The Court of Censors 
sport the receipt of the following petition 
tom K’ung Hsien-ying, a literary graduate : 
‘ Petitioner’s father was Prefect of Tung- 
h’uan Fu in Yiinnan. Yang Yu-chi, the 
on of Yang Yii-lin, in consequence of his 
nterference in certain lawsuits, had a fight 
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with the Magistrate’s runners, and the 
Magistrate to get clear of the disturbance 
withdrew into the Prefect’s yamén, where- 
upon Yang Yii-lin came to this yamén, ac- 
companied by a number of armed braves, 
and began to storm and bluster. The 
Prefect’s runners, driven to extremities, 
commenced to fight with them, and they 
then forced their way inside armed with 
hoes and porter’s poles, which they brand- 
ished about in the most violent way. 
Petitioner’s father, the Prefect, managed 
to restore order after the expenditure of 
much exertion, and handed Yang Yii-lin 
over to the Magistrate to be detained in 
custody. On the road thither Yang Ju- 
chi shot a peasant, whereupon the fight 
broke out afresh, but the parties were 
eventually separated. Yang Yii-lin died 
on the following day from the injuries he 
had received in the fight, and, the matter 
having been reported to the proper autho- 
rities, the case was removed for hearing to 
the provincial capital. Before it had been 
settled Yang Yii-k’o returned to Yiinnan 
Fu, and there instigated Yang Ju-chi to 
create a disturbance in the Judge’s yamén, 
where he cut the proclamation board with 
his sword and then murdered petitioner’s 
father, delivering himself up at the Gov- 
ernor’s yamén after doing so, in the hope of 
getting his punishment subsequently miti- 
gated. Yang Yii-k’o, however, succeeded 
most artfully, by means of his wealth, in 
evading all responsibility for the murder. 
The case happened as long since as six years 
ago, but, owing to the dispersion of the 
family, no opportunity had hitherto pre- 
sented itself for laying the matter before 
the proper authorities, until, by reason of 
his return to his native place, Hsien Hsien, 
in Chihli, to present himself for examina- 
tion, the petitioner was enabled to lay 
this appeal before the Censorate.” (For 
decree see Gazette of 8th September and 
1st October.) 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports the receipt 
last year from Yang Hsin-kuei and Yang 
Hsiang-shih, the parents of Yang Yo-pin, 
late Governor-General of Shénsi and 
Kansu, of Tls. 1,000 as a contribution 
towards the Famine Relief Fund in Chihli. 
Yang Hsin-kuei, who was formerly Tartar 
General at Tu Shih K’ou, is now ninety 
years of age, and his wife is eighty- 
one. They have both received a patent 
of the first grade, and being in compara- 
tively poor circumstances, their donation 
isa liberal one. Contributions to Honan, 
Shénsi and Shansi have also been given 
by them, and the memorialist understands 
that an Imperial Memorial Board has been 
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bestowed upon them at the instance of the 
Governor of Shansi. He would therefore 
further solicit for them permission to erect 
an honorary portal, for which he would 
suggest that a tablet be given them with 


the characters 5 3e HF bit inscribed 


upon it.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) With the exception of a second 
memorial from Li Hung-chang praying for 
the bestowal of a tablet, similar to the 
one applied for above, upon the widowed 
mother of the Salt Commissioner of the 
Ch’ang-lu area, the remainder of this day’s 
Gazette is most uninteresting. 

(4) The Court of Censors report the 
receipt of a petition from a native of Hu- 
peh, whose house was entered by a gang of 
burglars who robbed him of everything 
he had, bound his servant and threw him 
into the river, wounded himself and carried 
off his wife and child. 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
capture and execution of certain disbanded 
braves who had committed robbery with 
violence. 

October 19th.—({1) The first memorial in 
this day’s Gazette consists of a long report 
from the Court of Censors announcing the 
receipt of a petition from a native of Ning- 
yuan Hsien in Hunan, complaining of the 
action of a number of people in a neigh- 
bouring village with whom his village had 
had a long-standing dispute about the 
ownership of some land, which had, after 
considerable litigation, been decided to be 
Government property. The petitioner had 
rented this land, but the people of the 
neighbouring village would not allow him 
to cultivate it, as they wanted it for them- 
selves, and accordingly proceeded to destroy 
his crops, steal his cattle, and injure his 
trees, finally killing a number of his family. 

(2) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan, Military 
Governor of Shéng-king. The spirit of 
brigandage is still latent in this province, 
and is in many instances fostered by the 
vice of gambling which induces people to 
take to robbery to pay their losses. It is 
essential, therefore, to make the prohibition 
of gambling a primary step towards the 
suppression of brigandage. It is not diffi- 
cult to keep a watch over the common peo- 
ple and see that they do not offend in this 
particular, but when the soldiery and 
yamén underlings themselves indulge in 
the vice, they naturally screen others 
who are addicted to it, and it is conse- 
quently not easy to discover the existence 
of this habit and arrest the offenders when 
these are in collusion with the agents 
through whom the intelligence should be 
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obtained. The memorialist has accordingly, 
given positive orders to the civil and mili 
ary authorities to keep a secret watch upo' 
their subordinates, and report any infringe- 
ment of the prohibition on their part. H 
now hears from Liu Ching-fang, command. 
ant of the Chih-tzti garrison, that Wa 
Yung-ching, a cavalry soldier, had absen 
himself without leave, and had assembled 
number of persons outside the barrac! 
for the purpose of gambling, thereby in- 
fringing the rules of the garrison. This 
infraction of the rules was known to the 
commandant’s coadjutor, an oe 
Major, who screened the man and di 
not report him, while a Lieutenant in th 
garrison was in collusion with the roi 
and gave him the signal whenever ai 
inspection was ordered. On receipt of thi 
report an enquiry was held by memorial 
orders, and the facts, as reported, we 
found to be true. In accordance wi 
martial law, therefore, the soldier wi 
forthwith led bound to a public place an 
then and there executed. The memorialis 
has now to request that the expectan 
Major and the Lieutenant referred to above 
may be cashiered and banished to om 





New Dominion to be put to laborio 
and painful duties. (For decree see earli 
Gazette.) 

The remainder of this day’s plesegen tea 
occupied with formal reports of an unin: 
teresting nature. 

October 20th.—(1) A decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of a memorial from Chun 
P’ei-hsien, President of the Court of th 
Imperial Stud, calling attention to the ex- 
tortions that are levied by the retainers a 
High Commissioners and provincial high au 
thorities when these are travelling on public 
service. When these extortions are made 
the subject of denunciation to the Throne, 
their masters are liable to the infliction of 
penalties under statute, but the servants 
Manage to escape punishment, so that, 
having no fear of consequences, they are 
emboldened to give the rein to their evil 
propensities, to the annoyance and embar- 
rassment of the districts through which 
they pass. In future, local authorities are, 
called upon unsparingly to arrest and) 
punish such persons, reporting their con- 
duct to their superiors under pain of the 
infliction of penalties if they fail to do so. | 

(2) A Decree. Li Hung-chang reports 
that the floods in Chihli have been, com-| 
paratively speaking, of so serious a nature 
that the tribute grain already detained en' 
route for the relief of the sufferers has 
proved insufficient for that purpose. He! 
accordingly requests that a portion of the 
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ibute grain due from Hupeh for next year 
ay be bestowed upon him to supplement 
is insufficiency. There has been an excess 
rain this year in the prefecture of Shun- 
en in Chihli during the period interven- 
g between the wheat harvest and the 
itumn, flooding the low-lying country to 
1 extent that has prevented the gathering 
an autumn crop, while it is impossible 
sow the wheat for the spring of next 
‘ar. The visitation that the people have 
ffered in consequence is most severe, and 
ere is reason to fear that the 60,000 
culs of tribute rice detained for their re- 
xf on a former occasion will be insufficient 

supply their wants. In accordance, 
,erefore, with the request of the Governor- 
eneral in question, We command the 
overnor-General of the Hukwang pro- 
neces and the Governor of Hupeh to 
‘ovide, before it is due, 30,000 piculs of 
i@ Hupeh tribute rice that has to be 
mitted during the coming year, and to 
nd it up to Tientsin by steamer before 
\e river closes. 


(3) A decree refusing the Imperial assent 
‘a proposal from Li Hung-chang that Jén 
ao-jung, the newly-appointed Financial 
ommissioner, who has now arrived at 
ientsin, may postpone his visit to Peking 
‘have audience of His Majesty until he 
is put the various business he has to per- 
rm into better train. There is no business 
‘a specially important nature in Chihli, 
‘this present moment, that imperatively 
»mands the presence of the Commissioner 
: his post previous to visiting Peking, 
hich is so near to Tientsin that this visit 
ill not require an absence of more than a 
w days. 

(4) A decree ordering the Governor of 
nhui to direct one Liu Shéng-ts’ao, an 
spectant Judge now residing at his native 
ace in that province, to come to Peking 
iat he may be presented at Court by the 
oard of Civil Office preparatory to being 
nt to Tientsin and placed at the disposal 
‘Li Hung-chang, who has applied for his 
vices. ; 

(5) A decree directing the Board of 
unishments to reconsider the case of one 
i Chin-mu, a criminal under sentence of 
3ath, whom that Board have relegated to 
1e class of criminals the execution of 
hose sentence is deferred. Chung P’ei- 
sien, Director of the Court of the Imperial 
tud, has called attention to the fact that 
ie Board have acted illegally in treating 
lis case in the manner they have, as the 
Freumstances are so grave that the law is 
sally inadequate to mect them. 
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(6) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a memorial from the Censor Kuo Tseng- 
chii, who states that the present distress in 
Chihli has caused a widespread increase of 
brigandage, and that the local authorities, 
in order to escape the penalties that the 
commission of the crime of brigandage in 
their jurisdictions entails upon them, fre- 
quently report acts of burglary or robbery 
with violence as petty thefts, and take no 
pains to arrest the guilty parties, in some 
instances going so far as to liberate them 
even after they have been captured. Li 
Hung-chang is called upon to denounce 
any officials whom he shall discover to be 
acting in the manner indicated. 

(7) Yang Yi-k’o, newly appointed Gen- 
eral of the Kao Chow Brigade, in Kuang- 
tung, reports his arrival at his post and 
the assumption of the duties of his office. 

October 21st.—(1) A decree appointing 
certain high officers to inspect some build- 
ings at the Imperial Mausolea that are re- 
ported by the officials in charge to be in 
need of repair. 

(2) A joint memorial from Li Hung-chang 
and the Governors of Shansi soliciting the 
bestowal of honorary rewards upon certain 
officials who have been active in the for- 
warding of supplies of money and grain to 
the famine districts during the past two 
years. The establishment of forwarding 
agencies in connection with the relief 
afforded being an imperative necessity, the 
memorialist Li Hung-chang applied for per- 
mission to found a central office at Tientsin 
for that purpose, and posted avents at Pao- 
ting Fu, in addition to establishing branch 
officesin Kiang-su, Ché-kiang and Féng-tien, 
which, as well as the agencies established by 
Ting Jih-ch’ang at Ch’ao-chow and other 
places, with the contribution agencies under 
the control of the Taotai T’ang Chén- 
ch’iian, were, as far as the application for 
rewards were concerned, under the author- 
ity of the central office at Tientsin. Official 
agents were further sent across the sea to 
the Southern provinces and Feng-t’ien to 
purchase grain for transmission to Shansi, 
for gratuitoug distribution or sale at re- 
duced rates. The Tientsin office [as already 
stated] was the central agency for the 
receipt and forwarding of these supplies, 
having under it branch establishments at 
Pao-ting, Po-t’ou, Chén-chia-k’ou, Pai-t’a- 
ssi, etc., etc., for their transmission, when 
they left the boats and had to be sent on 
overland, vid Huai-lu into Shansi. Similar 
arrangements were made as regarded the 
central and Southern routes vid Shantung 
and Honan. The collection of the con- 
tributions necessary to carry out this work, 
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was, in view of the distress caused in 
various provinces, whether from drought or 
flood, combined with the active canvassing 
for subscriptions by the Yiinnan and Kuei- 
chow purchase offices, by no means an easy 
task, and the officers engaged were zealous 
in the execution of their work whether in 
the way of urging others to contribute or 
in active personal labour, braving heat, 
cold, and the dangers of infectious diseases, 
in such wise as to call forth genuine 
administration for the sincerity with which 
they set to work. Exclusive of the amounts 
collected by Ting Jih-ch’ang and T’ang 
Chén-ch’itian to the amount of upwards of 
three million taels, for which rewards were 
solicited at the time, more than 400,000 
piculs of grain and upwards of 300,000 
taels of silver have been forwarded tu 
Tientsin, and from thence transmitted to 
Shansi. The ofticers entrusted with its 
transport to and from the Central Agency 
have braved the dangers of the ocean, have 


broken their way through frozen rivers,. 


and carried their burdens on their backs 
over mountain roads. Neither the blazing 
heat of summer, nor the rains of autumn, 
have deterred them, and they have not 
allowed the impossibilities of finding means 
of transport to check their way. In short, it 
’ is to their efforts from first to last that the 
success attending the promotion of con- 
tributions and the transport of supplies is 
to be attributed, and in accordance with 
His Majesty’s orders a list of the most 
deserving is herewith submitted, the names 
of those whose merits are not quite so pro- 
minent being, in view of the number 
interested, omitted from the category.— 
Referred by Rescript to the proper Board. 
(3) Postscript memorial from Wu Yuan- 
ping, Governor of Kiangsu. The memori- 
alist is in receipt of the following report 
from Liu Jui-fen, Taotai at Shanghai :— 
P’ang Pao-ch’ang, a Lieutenant with a 
button of the 5th grade in command of 
the Chih Yuan Government steamer, 
received orders in the month of April 
last to go with his vessel to the frontier 
of Kiangsu on _ official business. At 
dawn on the 23rd of that month he 
met the China Merchants’ Steamer Hung 
Kuan off Chan-tzii T’ou, near Chinkiang, 
and, being unable to make way for her, 
his steamer was run into by that vessel, 
which made a hole in her and sank her, 
T’ang Pao-ch’ang and some sailors being 
drowned. There was a high wind blowing 
at the time, which, in combination with 
the strong stream that was running, ren- 
dered rescue impossible, but the Tan-t’u 
Magistrate, assisted by the various humane 
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societies’ boats, managed to recover the 
bodies of the captain and one of the sailors, 
which were placed in appropriate coffins 
The records show that in the year 1874 
P’éng Kuang-lieh and others connect 
with the grain transport service by sea we 
drowned at sea, and the Imperial sanctio 
was applied for and obtained to the bestow 
upon them of the compassionate marks 
distinction allotted by law to men [of thei 
respective grades] who fall upon the fiel 
of battle, tablets to their honor bein 
erected both at Tientsin and Shanghai. 
The Lieutenant in question had alway 
borne a high character for zeal and energy, 
and his death while engaged in the perform: 
ance of his official duties is truly deserv: 
ing of pity. As therefore the circum. 
stances of his case were similar to those 
of P’éng Kuang-lieh, the Taotai respec 
fully begged that the matter might be lai 
before His Majesty.” The memoriali 
supports the Taotai’s application, and ix 
addition to soliciting the bestowal of th 
highest marks of posthumous dintintion 
upon the deceased Lieutenant, begs th 
permission may be accorded for the erection 
of a tablet to his memory and that of th 
sailors who perished with him, in the vata 
temple erected to P’éng Kuang-lieh and the 
rest at Shanghai, that libations may be 
offered before them, and the ghosts of the 
departed be consoled. Granted by Re- 
script. 

October 22nd.—(1) A decree announcing 
the receipt of the report of the Board of 
Punishments on the case of the man Li 
Chin-mu, to which attention was called by 
Chung P’ei-hsien, President of the Court 
of the Imperial Stud. As notified in the 
Gazette of the 20th instant, this officer had 
taken exception to the grounds on which! 
the Board of Punishments had relegated 
the criminal in question to the class of 
condemned persons whose execution is 
deferred. Li Chin-mu had murdered his 
nephew, a child of five years of age, and 
this criminal had, the Board now explain, 
been relegated to the class of those whose 
sentence is deferred by reason of the fact 
that in crimes of this particular kind no 
distinction is made by law between prin- 
cipals and accessories [and he had accord- 
ingly been given the benefit of the im- 
munities accorded to the latter.] The 
decree reverses the decision of the Board. 
and orders that the sentence allotted 
by law in instances where the circum- 
stances are unmistakeably established be 
carried out upon the person of Li Chin- 
mu. The Vice-presidents of the Board, 
who are responsible for this error vi 
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dgment, are to be committed to the 
oper Bureau for the determination of a 
nalty. 
(2) Li Chao-t’ang, Judge of Chihli, has a 
ittun of the third grade bestowed upon 
m, and is appointed Superintendent of 
e Foochow Arsenal. 
(3) Wu Tsan-ch’éng, Superintendent of 
e Foochow Arsenal, is allowed to retire 
the ground of ill-health. 
(4) Yi K’uan, newly appointed Governor 
Kwangtung, reports his arrival at Canton 
d the assumption of the duties of his 
st. 
(5) A report from Mei Ch’i-chao, Governor 
Chékiang, on the capacity of Yi Chiin- 
ng, General of the Ch’ii Chow Brigade, 
>the performance of the duties of the Hang 
a-hu Naval Brigade in addition to his 
rticular functions. Ho Chin-shou, Com- 
er of the Han-lin, had called attention 
this fact, and objected to the arrange- 
mt on the ground that Ch’ii Chow, the 
neral’s headquarters, were too far from 
2 Hang Kia-hu circuit to admit of his 
ercising proper supervision over the 
igade in question. The memorialist 
serves that the Compiler was no 
ubt actuated by a desire to secure 
cient administration, but facts show the 
lacy of his objections. Chi-chow is 
tant 560 li from Hangchow, but there is 
‘ect water communication between the 
v places, so that the provincial capital 
1 be reached in four or five days. Kia- 
4 and Hu-chow are each 180 Ji distant 
m Hangchow, and as there are numerous 
‘eks between the*two places, the residence 
the Admiral at either one pl«ces him ata 
advantage as regards the other. The 
morialist had therefore long since contem- 
ted the selection of a competent officer, 
o could be transferred from one station 
the other as required, and he was so 
\l satisfied with the condition of the 
ops at Chii-chow when he inspected 
m the year before last, that after 
iultation with P’éng Yii-liu (Admiral 
the Yangtsze) who gave him a very 
od character, he determined to give 
appointment to Yii Chin-min, whom 
recommended to His Majesty accord- 
ly. He was actuated by the best of 
tives in the selection of this officer, 
ose appointment had the further ad- 
itage of enabling a saving of expendi- 
e to be effected, for although the emol- 
ents of the post of Admiral of this 
gade are Tls. 200 per mensem he only 
ontted Tls. 50 to Yi Chiin-min, as he 
8 already drawing pay on other accounts. 
ve decree of 1st October.) 
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October 23rd.—(1) A decree ordering 
three Mazistrates in Shantung, whose ac- 
counts show large deficits, to be cashiered 
and their property confiscated to make 
these deticiencies youd. 

(2) A memorial from Wu Yuan-ping, 
Governor of Kiangsu. During the past two 
years the military and civil officials holding 
substantive appointments in the province 
of Kiangsu, with expectants of office, and 
in particular those who are natives of 
Honan, have contributed sums amounting 
to a large total towards the relief of the 
sufferers from famine in Shansi and Honan. 
Military officers in charge of garrisons and 
battalions have not failed, either, to stimu- 
late by the force of personal example those 
under their control to contribute [according 
to their means] towards the same object. 
Fearing also that the pains of cold as well 
as hunger would likewise press hardly upon 
them, these same individuals caused cot- 
ton garments to be made for distribution 
amongst those who needed them, sub- 
scribing also for the cost of transporting 
these supplies to their destination ; where- 
by many have been rescued from [the jaws 
of] death. The officers and gentry in ques- 
tion have deprecated the solicitation of 
any rewards for their efforts, but the me- 
morialist feels that it would not be right 
to withhold from His Majesty the know- 
ledge of the manner in which they have 
identified themselves with the Imperial 
benevolence, and, regardless of the distinc- 
tion between the immediate neighbours 
and those afar off, have treated the suffer- 
ings of others as if they were their own. 
He has accordingly prepared a list of the 
names of these persons, omitting there- 
from those which have already appeared in 
the lists submitted by the Governor of 
Honan. By a Rescript appended to the 
memorial, the Board of Revenue are 
directed to consider the rewards that should 
severally be bestowed upon the persons 
whose names are given. 

(3) Memorial from Ming Ch’un, Imperial 
Agent at Hami. He states that the tur- 
baned Mussulmen and Mahommedan tribes 
are to be found in every part of the Hami 
region, and as the northern and southern 
roads of the New Dominions everywhere 
afford special facilities for the concealment 
of seditious characters, the memorialist has 
made it a constant practice to depute agents 
to inspect the various routes from time to 
time. He hears from these agents that of 
late the travellers along these routes have 
more than doubled in number, all of whom 
are ostensibly engaged in trade, but though 
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the disbandment and withdrawal of the 
troops in pursuance of the policy of re- 
organisation, the fact has caused the memo- 
rialist much consideration, lest by any 
remote possibility a relaxation of precau- 
tions should result in fresh troubles, for, as 
the admixture of lawless characters amongst 
them is a certain contingency, the respon- 
sibility [of keeping a check upon the popula- 
tion, migratory or otherwise,] involves in- 
terests of no mean importance. He has 
accordingly instructed the commandants of 
brigades and garrisons to be particularly 
careful in the maintenance of a strict watch, 
and has written to the acting Governor and 
General at Barkul to issue similar orders 
to the officers under their command. He 
has further determined to visit all the 
stations in the Hami jurisdiction, leaving 
his head-quarters for that purpose on the 
18th of the present moon (? August.) His 
journey will probably occupy half a month, 
and he purposes leaving the administration 
of his local duties during his absence in the 
hands of his colleague K’ochina.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(4) Wu Yuan-ping, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports the receipt of a petition from the 
Taotai of the Chang Wei Huai circuit, 
Wu Ta-chéng by name, and Wu Ta-héng, 
Bachelor of the Han-lin, to the effect that 
their grandfather Wu Ohing-k’un, an ex- 
pectant Sub-prefect of the fourth grade of 
official rank, a man of a noble and generous 
disposition, was in the habit of acting most 
charitably towards orphans, widows or 
other poor members of his clan, and had 
the intention of leaving several hundred 
acres of land, the proceeds of which were, 
after the manner of the celebrated Fan of 
history, to be devoted to the benefit of 
those of this clan who needed help. He 
died, however, before he could accomplish 
his design, and the petitioner’s father was 
anxious to carry out their grandfather’s 
plan, but his resources were exhausted in 
the revision of the genealogical register, 
and, much to his regret, he was not able 
todoso. The petitioners, in pursuance of 
the commands transmitted to them from 
their grandfather and father, have at 
various intervals purchased land in Chang- 
chow Hsien and other places, to the ex- 
tent of 762 acres odd, at a cost of 
Tls. 12,580, to which they have added 502 
acres contributed by their great uncle and 
valued at Tls. 3,382, exclusive of the 
buildings upon it. The annual proceeds of 
this land, after deducting taxes, the cost of 
libations at ancestral tombs, &c., are de- 
voted to the relief of the orphans, widows 
and poor members of the clan. The peti- 
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tioners would not venture to solicit the 
bestowal of marks of distinction upon their 
grandfather for this legacy, but as they 
have reason to fear what in course of time 
the object to which it is devoted may falt 
into oblivion, and hence into discontinu- 
ance, they beg that the fact may be re- 

rted to His Majesty in order that the 

equest may be recorded.—Rescript : Let 

the proper Board take note. 

October 24th.—({1) Chang Chih-tung is 
appointed ‘‘ Groom of the Library.” 

(2) The only document of interest in this 
day’s Gazette is a long memorial from Shén 
Pao-chéng reporting the re-hearing of an 
appeal case under the following circum- 
stances :—Yén Yuan-shu, alias Yén Ts’ui- 
hua, is a native of the Mu-yang district. 
Yén Jui-hua, alias Yén Yuan-tsé, who has 
suffered the extreme penalty of the law, 
is own brother to the former, who took as 
his wife the wife of a man called Lit Ch’ing- 
lo. The woman had, previous to this, been 
seduced by one Pao Hsiao-mei, and Li 
Ch’ing-lo brought an action in the Magis- 
trate’s Court and recovered possession of 
his wife, a writ being issued for the arrest 
of Pao Hsiao-mei, who was not, however, 
captured. Lii Ch’ing-lo subsequently de- 
serted his wife, and it was then that Yén 
Yuan-shu took her te live with him. 
When Pao Hsiao-mei heard of this he 
objected, and in the year 1874 at- 
tacked Yén Yuan-shu’s house upon re- 
peated occasions, setting fire to it and 
robbing it, besides abducting Yén’s younger 
sister, who was ransomed by her husband. 
Yén Yuan-shu’s father, ¥én Ju-tung, then 
laid a charge at the magistracy against Pso 
Hsiao-mei, whom he accused of robbing 
him, and Pao was arrested in consequence. 
In the following year a party of soldiers 
were sent out to arrest a band of robbers, 
amongst the list of whom the names of 
Yén Jui-hua and Yén Ts’ui-hua were in- 
cluded. They were arrested, but it having 
been proved that they had not been guilty 
of the robberies in question, they wer! 
sent back to their homes and released on’ 
bail. Again, in 1877, Yén Jui-hua and nine | 
others committed a burglary, and were! 
arrested. Their guilt having been con- 
clusively proved, he and a man called Ku 
Pao were executed. Yén Ju-tung then laid 
a complaint at the Yamén of the Director- 
General of grain transport to the effect that 
his son Yén Jui-hua had been beaten un- 
mercifully by the Magistrate’s underlings, 
and knew nothing of the matters with 
which he was charged. The other son 
Yén Yuan-shu was away from home when 
all this happened, and was told the story 
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‘his brother’s wrongs by his wife on his 
turn. Moved to indignation at the sup- 
»sed injustice of his brother’s treatment, 
agot up a story about Pao Hsiao-mei’s 
ibbery of his father’s house, which he 
nbellished with many additions to the 
fect that Pao Hsiao-mei had been allowed 
‘escape, and had falsely implicated his 
‘other in a charge of burglary. Having 
tastranger to put this story into the 
rm of a petition, he took it to Peking 
id laid it before the Censorate, with the 
sult that the case was referred to the 
‘ovince by Imperial decree in the usual 
anner, and the circumstances as above 
tailed were elicited. The memorialist 
‘en proceeds to quote a law under which 
ty person travelling beyond the jurisdic- 
mn of the authorities to whom he is sub- 
ct to bring false charges against anyone, 
all, when the persons so falsely im- 
icated reach the number of ten or up- 
ards, be banished to a distant frontier. 
1 accordance with this law sentence of 
wnishment has been passed upon Yén 
uan-shu, who will receive the usual modi- 
id chastisement of 100 blows upon arrival 
.the place of his banishment.—Referred 
the Board of Punishments. 

(3) A report of an ordinary case of bur- 
ary from the Governor of Hupeh occupies, 
ith the exception of two memorials on 
atter of routine, the remainder of this 
ty’s Gazette. 

October 25th.—(1) Li Hung-chang re- 
wts the result of the re-hearing of an 
ypeal case. Sun Ch’ih-shih was the 
cond wife of one Sun Chan-t’ing, who 
id also a concubine called Tso, whom he 
id bought previous to his second mar- 
age, and the two women did not agree. 
he wife’s father, Ch’ih Wén-ch’ang, and 
wx brother Ch’ih Pa lived in her husband’s 
yuse, and helped him in his business. 
he two were constantly inciting the wife 
' quarrel with the concubine, and Sun 
han-t’ing became disgusted with them in 
msequence. The concubine’s sister’s hus- 
ind happened to call one day to take 
ave of Sun previous to going away else- 
here, and he took occasion to advise 
hih and his son not to live constantly 
; Sun’s house. Ch’ih Wén-chang took 
Yence at his remark, and a quarrel ensued 
hich resulted in Ch’ih and his son tricing 
so up off the ground and leaving him 
anging there, but he was taken down by 
1e neighbours, who had heard of the treat- 
ient to which he was being subjected. A 
irge number of people had collected on 
1e occasion, and the result was that the 
1oney the brother-in-law Wang Fa-kuei 
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had collected for his journey, and his bag- 
gage, were lost. This ‘loss gave rise to a 
lawsuit, and Sun Chan-t’ing sent his nephew 
with a petition to the Sub-prefect charging 
Ch’ih Wén-ch’ang with disturbing the peace 
of his household, while he himself went to 
live away from home in an inn outside the 
town of Ts’ang Chow, taking with him 
the title deeds of his house and land, until 
the trial should come off. He fell sick, 
however, ‘and could not present himself at 
the Court. His elder brother, who had 
been adopted into another family, went to 
see him, and found him go ill that he begged 
the Sub-prefect to let him return home, 
[ane postpone the trial] until he was better. 

n his way home he died. His brother and 
the latter's adopted father carried the body 
home, but kept back the title deeds of the 
house and land that he had taken away with 
him. The wife, in the first instance, sus- 
pecting that her husband had met with foul 
play, applied to the Sub-prefect to hold an 
inquest, but being afterwards satisfied that 
he had died a natural death, she stayed 
proceedings and begged that the inquest 
might not beheld. The Sub-prefect, having 
enquired into the circumstances of the case, 
and finding that Ch’ih Wén-ch’ang, by 
tricing up Wang Fa-kuei had been the cause 
of his losing his money and effects, decided 
that Ch’ih was to make these good and pay 
all legal expenses connected with the case. 
Sun Chan-ngao, brother of the deceased, 
raised the necessary amount for Ch’ih, as 
he had no means of paying it himself, and 
the case was thus closed. Sun Ohan-t’ing 
having no children, his brother wished to 
give his own son to the wife Ch’ih Shih as 
an adopted son, and his nephew to Tso Shih 
the concubine, as a grandson to this de- 
ceased. There being some dispute, however, 
as to the terms, the contract or deed of 
adoption was never signed. Sun Chan- 
ting then invited the head of the clan to 
draw up a list of names of children that 
might be adopted, and submit it to the Sub- 
prefect with a request that he would decide 
which one should be the adopted son of 
deceased, but the near relatives of deceased 
were in favour of the adoption of the ne- 
phew referred to above, as being more 
appropriate, and petitioned the Sub-prefect 
to that effect, who decided in favour of the 
last proposal. , Sun Chan-ngao and his son, 
seeing that under these circumstances they 
would have no means of recovering either 
the money they raised on behalf of Ch’ih 
Wén-ch’ang to pay the claim of Wang Ta- 
kuei, or the expenses of Sun Chan-t’ing’s 
funeral and their own travelling expenses 
to and from the prefectural town, pawned 
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portions of Sun Chan-t’ing’s land and sold 
others, inviting owners of other portions 
upon which the deceased held mortgages 
to redeem them. They thus recouped them- 
selves for the amount they had been out 
of pocket, and further appropriated the 
remainder of the property. Sun Ch’ih 
Shih when she heard of this complained to 
the Snb-prefect, who gave the case against 
Sun Chan-ngao, but the latter delayed resti- 
tution so long that the widow became im- 
patient and sent an agent to lodge a petition 
at the Censorate in Peking. The woman 
has been sentenced to fifty blows for having 
gone beyond the jurisdiction to which she was 
subject to lay a complaint at the Censorate 
before applying to the higher provincial 
courts, but she is allowed to commute this 
penalty by a monetary payment. An 
officer has bean sent to look into the matter 
in dispute, and see that proper restitution 
is made. 

(2) Mei Ch’i-chao, Governor of. Ché- 
kiang, reports the rescue of two Loochooan 
vessels which had been driven to the coast 
of that province by stress of weather. The 
first of these vessels had an official on 
board, and was bound for Foochow, where 
the official had affairs to discuss with the 
Loochooan official at that port ; the second 
vessel was voyaging from Na-pa Fu to 
another port on Loochoo, and was driven 
out of her course by a gale. The vessels 
were put in repair and despatched to their 
respective destinations after the usual 
allowance of rations, etc., had been sup- 
plied to the crews. 


October 26th.—(1) Ho Chin-show a 


2s is appointed Prefect of Yang-chow 
in Kiangsu. 

(2) Joint memorial from Li Han-chang, 
Governor-General of Hu-kwang, and P’an 
Wei, Governor of Hupeh. The Board of 
Revenue having this year recommended 
that the tribute rice due to Peking should 
be forwarded wholly in kind, a decree was 
issued on the 26th of June sanctioning 
their request, and a copy was forwarded to 
memorialists by the Board. They at once 
communicated with the Grain Intendant 
Yiin Yén-ch’i, directmg him to take the 
matter into consideration and report. He 
has now sent a reply in conjunction with 
the Financial Commissioner, and this re- 
port has led the memorialists to submit the 
following conclusions. The commutation 
of tribute grain by a money payment was 
a temporary expedient, and in view of the 
scarcity of the supplies at present stored 
in the Peking granaries, they would not 
venture to apply for permission to com- 
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mute any portion of the tribute were th 
really able to restore the old systen 
After a careful consideration, however, 
the whole question, they have come to t 
conclusion that it would be perfectly i 
possible to levy the tax entirely in kin 
and for the following reasons :—T 
granaries in the tribute producing distric 
are all in ruins, and it would not be pos 
ble abruptly to supply funds for th 
restoration. The evils and abuses atten 
ant upon the levy of the tax in kind or i 
money have been repeatedly explained 
His Majesty by memorialists and th 
predecessors, who have further reported t 
satisfactory results of the commutation s 
tem which has now been long in force. T 
majority of the districts adjoining the gre 
river and the lakes have been flooded t 
summer, and the people have not yet 
covered from the effects of the damage th 
sustained. To this has to be added t 
fact that the continued famine in Sha 
and Honan led to large purchases of ri 
in Hupeh, which raised the price to such 
height that the people found it hard to li 
Under these circumstances the memoriali: 
directed the Financial Commissioner a 
Grain Intendant to push forward the coll 
tion of the tax, as a sudden demand f 
payment in kind is certain to meet wi 
strong objections on the part of the ti 
payers, and delay will be the probable 
sult. As, however, there is an urgent ne 
for rice in the capital, and it is impossib 
to dispense with the commutation syste 
the memorialists would call attention 
the practice which has been adopted 
successive occasions of allowing agents 
the China Merchants’ Company to p 
chase rice [with the commutation mone 
and forwarding it to the capital. T 
plan has proved to be both rapid 
execution and successful in operation, 
although the commutation price for 
picul of rice will not buy a picul [in # 
market], the deficit is made up by # 
different department and district Mag: 
trates concerned, by which means the f 
amount of rice due to the capital is f 
warded without a fraction of short weight. 
The memorialists propose, therefore, to 
adopt the same system this year. Rescript: 
—Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

(3) The Office of the Imperial Household 
calls His Majesty’s attention to the fact 
that the second term of office of Ming 
Hsiin, Superintendent of Imperial Manu- 
factories at Nanking, will expire on the 
4th of December next. 

(4) Wang Szii-yi, Acting Governor of 
Shénsi, reports the escape from prison of a 
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iminal under sentence of death and his 
capture three days afterwards. The 
iminal in question had been found 
tilly of murdering the husband of his 
amour, and was detained in the district 
ison until the execution of the sentence, 
hich, being that of strangulation, would 
%t be carried out until after the autumn 
vision of the condemned lists. The 
cape was effected under the stereotyped 
nditions of a dark and stormy night 
hile the turnkeys were asleep. The pri- 
ner wrenched off his manacles, and having 
vested himself of thered garments worn by 
iminals comdemned to death, forced out 
1e of the bars of the wooden cage in which 
» was confined. He then climbed on to 
.e wall of the co&rtyard by the assistance 
‘the bar of his cage, put aside the thorns 
‘at were placed on the top of the wall, 
1d slid down on the other side, and, 
aally, climbed over the outer wall and 
ade his escape into the open. He secreted 
mself in a retired place until dawn, when 
2 got through the gate of the town. He 
1en took a copper cash he had about him 
id ground it to an edge, tmploring a beg- 
wt he met to shave his head with it for 
im. His flight was discovered the follow- 
ig morning, and he was captured four days 
‘terwards. 

October 27th.—(1) A decree sanctioning 
1e erection of a special temple to Poérh- 
uoso,, late Commandant of Forces, who 
as killed at Tarbagatai, and fifty-six others, 
ho lost their lives at the same place. 

(2) The Court of Censors report the 
xceipt of a petition from a native of 
lupeh, who sets forth his wrongs at inter- 
tinable length. The whole grievance is 
ne of disputed ownership of land, which 
id to continual quarrels between himself 
ad the accused. The land was in the 
rst instance purchased from a Buddhist 
riest, but, according to petitioner’s state- 
1ent, some litigious rascals came forward 
ad declared that it had been wrongfully 
ppropriated. In the course of the fights 
iat ensued, petitioner’s daughter and wife 
‘ere killed on different occasions. 

(3) Memorial from Wén Pin, Director- 
teneral of the Grain Transport, requesting 
{is Majesty to bestow a title upon the river 
tod at Lin-ts’ing Chow, at the junction of 
he Grand Canal proper and the Wei River, 
y whose divine agency a sudden rise of 
ve feet in the waters of the latter channel 
vas obtained, whereby the fleet of grain 
unks was enabled to proceed on its way 
zithout hindrance. 

(4) Memorial from Ming An, Governor 
£ Kirin. The prevalence of brigandage 
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in the three provinces of Kwantung owes 
at least half its rise to the vice of gambling, 
to which the people of Kirin in particular 
are strongly addicted. In the year 1876, 
the memorialist obtained the punishment 
of the Colonel at Altchuka, who was tried 
and found guilty of accepting bribes to re- 
lease certain persons who had been convicted 
of indulging in this vice, and His Majesty 
was pleased in the same year to order the 
acting Governor of Kirin to give strict in- 
junctions to the officers in command of the 
banner forces engaged in the suppression 


. of brigandage to be zealous in the arrest of 


any persons detected in the indulgence of 
the vice in question. The result has been 
a succession of arrests, and the punishment 
of numerous offenders in this particular, 
and the vice of gambling has been con- 
siderably checked in consequence. The 
memorialist and his colleague regret, how- 
ever, to report that a certain Manchu _ 
Captain, invested with the order of the 
Baturu, has recently had the audacity to 
establish a gaming house inside the western 
gate of the city of Kirin itself, where people 
assembled for the purpose of gambling. 
The operations were conducted with the 
greatest secrecy, the gambling going on at 
night with closed doors, only associates 
beingadmittedintothe room. This rendered 
the capture of the offenders a difficult task. 
Memorialist directed an officer who had 
given them the information to send one of 
his men in disguise to the place, which he 
was directed to visit with several spies at a 
late hour of the evening, and request ad- 
mittance on’ the plea of wishing to play, 
giving as their names those of certain fre- 
quenters of the place. They did so, and 
on the door being opened, a body of officers 
and soldiers rushed after them into the 
room. The soldier and his confederates, 
knowing that the authorities were behind 
them, seized the gambling box, but it was 
snatched away from them by the gamblers 
assembled, who set upon them and beat 
them, forcing their way out of the room 
when the authorities appeared, and escap- 
ing over the wall in different directions. 
Six of them were caught by the soldiers as 
they were climbing over the wall, and the 
dice box, cards, and other paraphernalia 
were got possession of. An official enquiry 
was held, and the books of the gaming 
establishment secured, by which, and other 
evidence, it was found that five of the six 
people arrested were merely lodgers in the 
house and had not been actively engaged in 
gambling. They were accordingly released 
on bail with instructions to appear before 
the Court when called upon. The evidence 
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of one of the prisoners went to show that 
the Captain in question had taken lodgings 
in his house, and that, relying on the pro- 
tection of the Captain, who was in charge 
of the police, he had opened a gaming 
establishment with the Captain's knowledge, 
which he had been enabled to carry on with- 
out detection, as the presence of the Captain 
in his house secured him against domiciliary 
visits from the police. The Captain, on being 
confronted with this evidence, could not 
contradict it, and finally admitted that he 
had not put a stop to the gaming out of 
personal goodwill to the proprietor of the 
establishment, but he strenuously denied, 
either that he had been bribed to silence, 
had received a share in the profits, or had 
been lodged and boarded for nothing. As, 
however, his testimony on this point cannot 
be accepted, it is requested that he may be 
at once cashiered with a view to being made 
to stand his trial on the charge of having, 
while entrusted with the execution of police 
duties, accepted bribes to connive at an 
offence which it was a part of these duties 
expressly to prevent.—Granted by Rescript. 

October 28th.—{1) Hsia Chia-kao, (Mi- 
nister of the Tsungli Yamén) is appointed 
Vice-Director of the Imperial Clan Court. 

(2) A decree announcing the penalties 
to be inflicted on Ch’un Fu, Military 
Governor of Ulia-asut’ai, and Tukarh, 
Assistant Military Governor of the same 
region, for having taken on themselves to 
establish an agency in Peking for the 
forwarding of military supplies before ap- 
plying for the necessary permission to do so. 
The question having been referred to the 
Board of War, that Bureau decided that 
Ch’un Fu should be deprived of four steps 
of commutative rank and transferred to 
another post; his sentence has been com- 
muted, however, to deprivation of three 
steps of commutative rank, and removal to 
another post, with a fine of six months’ 
salary. Tukarh, for whom the Board ad- 
judged deprivation of four steps of com- 
mutative rank and removal to another post, 
is, as an act of special grace, only to lose 
six months’ pay, while both officers, as 
allowed by law, are temporarily to defer 
the vacation of their respective posts Ch’é- 
lintorechi, a Khalka noble, also Assistant 
Military Governor, is to lose six months’ 
salary as a Djassak. The establishment 
of the agency in question is forbidden. 
(See Gazette of 4th Oct.) 

(3) A long memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéng, Governor-General of Szechuen, giv- 
ing his reasons for his inability to comply 
with certain suggestions offered by the Im- 
perial High Commissioners Ngén Chéng 
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and T’ung Hua as to the alterations to be 
made in the works of the Tu Kiang at 
Ch’éng-tu Fu. (For summary of this me-' 
morial see Gazette of 8th October.) 
(4) Memorial from Hsi Ch’ang, Imperial 
agent at Si-ning. Under an existing law 
it is compulsory for the memorialist’s Ya- 
mén to despatch a Secretary every three 
years to hold an inspection of the thirty- 
nine families or clans of the barbarian 
tribes under its jurisdiction. This Secretary, 
who is accompanied by a Captain of the 
Chinese army, with twenty Chinese cavalry 
soldiers, and fifty Mongol foot soldiers from 
Kokonor, assembles the heads of thousands 
and hundreds and Captain-Generals of! 
leagues, and settles the lawsuits or: 
disputes of the various @ases or families, 
his approaching departure being always 
reported to His Majesty. On reference to 
the archives of his office, the memorialist 
finds that the practice has been discon-/ 
tinued for the past six years, so he has: 
now directed Ch’ung-kwang, assistant Sec- 
retary and Captain Hu Chin-jung, who 
are to visit these tribes accompanied by an 
escort of twenty Chinese and fifty Mongol 
soldiers, with the usual staff of clerks and 
interpreters, to demand from the tmbes in: 
question the arrears of tribute in the shape: 
of horses they are annually bound to supply, 
as well as the number due from them for the 
present year. He has further instructed the 
officers in question to fulfil their mission 
with exceeding caution, being careful not 
to harass the people by vexatious exactions, 
and thus create disturbances. They have 
been enjoined to settle all disputes with- 
strict justice, in such wise as to give satis-: 
faction, and they have further been in-: 
structed so to comfort and minister to: 
these barbarians that they shall learn self-: 
reliance and mutually protect one another. - 
The presents will be provided out of the 
“donation fund,” from which grant will be 
made for the purchase of satin, hand-made 
cloth, silver medals, pouches, pocket knives 
and packets of tea, which the officers will 
take with them as presents to the heads of 
thousands, hundreds and leagues. The local 
authorities will be called upon to provide 
the necessary grain, salt, and vegetables, 
as well as pack and riding animals for their 
escort. It is further customary for the 
heads of this Mission, when meeting the 
heads of the Mongol leagues, to avail 
themselves of the opportunity to offer 
libations at the source of the Yellow River 
and other places. The memorialist has 
accordingly instructed Ch’un Kuang to 
select Lamas at Ch’aitamu and other head 
quarters of Mongol tribes, who are well 
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rsed in the Lamaist ritual, and take 
em with him to the places in question, 
at they may offer there the usual night 
srifices, recite the proper prayers in a 
irit of reverence and sincerity, and so 
aduct their worship in such wise that 
it importance may be paid to the matter 
‘ich its solemnity naturally demands. 
Rescript: Noted. 

October 29th.—(1) A Decree. Pao T’ings 
sistant Supervisor of Instruction, present, 
oemorial on the subject of punishments 
a guide to conduct, the application of 
ich, he holds, should, in accordance with 
» teaching of canonical works be made 
rable of extension to the utmost limit al- 
ved, or mitigated within the same limits, 
circumstances gequire. From ancient 
1es the application of punishments has 
1 for its only object the manifestation of 
itice, and the spirit of the laws has for 
object the illustration of this principle 
aally with that of the canonical writings. 
the revision of ths criminal lists at the 
jumn assize, the Board of Punishments 
ithe other Yaméps concerned determine 
» penalties to be’ inflicted in Council as- 
abled after careful scrutiny of the cases 
der their note, and the Court has still 
apply careful and accurate scrutiny to 
h individual] case before the decisions 
ived at are/ severally given effect to. 
e sentence df Li Chin-mu was altered 
er a second consideration by the Board, 
ich they welre ordered to make at the 
uest of Chung P’ei-hsien, and there was 
desire whatjever in his case to construe 
1 law in its /strictest sense. Hereafter 
criminal Cgurts, whether in the capital 
the provincés, must positively be careful 
i i and studious attention to 
tion of criminal matters, 
ing just and equitable decisions, and 
re can then be no excess either 
the side of lenity or severity. They 
not to make the present case a preced- 
. for hasty and harsh interpretation of 
| law, thereby annihilating a [grand] 
nciple of law, which tends to the side 
lenity in cases of doubt. (See Gazette 
22nd Oct.) 

2) Wang Ting-an, expectant Taotai in 
ihli, is ordered to be sent to the Board of 
til Office for presentation at Court. 

3) Chang P’eng-yi, recently appointed 
b-reader of the Han-lin, solicits permis- 
n to retire, on the ground of ill-health. 
3 memorial contains the customary 
autise of his complaint. 

4) Yén Hsin-fang, Mathematician of the 
perial Academy, prefers a similar re- 
est. His ailments consist of dizziness, 
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swollen eyes, and pains in the loins and 


legs. 

%) Féng Shén, Military Governor of 
Hek Lung Kiang, and his colleague T’ok’o- 
jui, report the capture of some mounted 

orse stealers, who have been summarily 
decapitated and their heads exposed at the 
scene of their crimes. A number of the 
gang are still at large, but orders have been 
given for their capture, and they will be 
severally dealt with when this is effected. 

(6) An explanatory memorial from Ting 
Pao-chéng with reference to certain charges 
that were brought against Lao Wén-t’ao, 
Taotai in charge of the Military pay office at 
Ch’eng-tu Fu, who was accused of having 
transferred certain monies under his control 
to the account of the Governor-General. An 
investigation was ordered to be held, the 
Taotai in question having denied this charge, 
and in accordance with these instructions 
a report was called for from the Financial 
Commissioner and Judge. The purport 
of the result of their enquiry is a complete 
exoneration of the Taotai from the charges 
brought against him, the impossibility of 
his having been guilty of the frauds referred 
to being established by numerous proofs, 
while his personal character completely sup- 
ports his innocence. 

October 30th.—Hti T’ung pays his re- 
spects upon the completion of his duties in 
connection with the recent examinations. 

(Abstracts of Memorial.) Ho Ching re- 
ports that the Chief Examiner having been 
taken ill, he was, in accordance with pre- 
cedent, removed from the examination 
Hall at Foochow. 

(1-4) Decrees appointing various officers 
to posts in connection with the examination 
for the Chii-jén degree, of Manchus qualify- 
ing as interpreters in the language of their 
race. 

(56) A decree sentencing eight minor 
officials, acting district Magistrates and 
others, denounced by the Governor of 
Kuangsi for tyrannical conduct, incom- 
petence, and other shortcomings, to dis- 
missal in perpetuity, dismissing twelve 
others, and transferring two more to the 
ranks of officers of instruction. 

(6) The acting Governor of Shénsi re- 
ports the receipt of a numerously signed 
petition from Shih Chang-yo, formerly 
Censor of the Szechuen Circuit, and others, 
praying that the Imperial sanction may be 
applied for to the erection of a temple in 
honour of the late Huang Ting, Taotai of 
the Shén An Circuit, an officer of the 
second grade of official rank, recorded for 
promotion to the office of Judge, and in- 
vested with the order of the Baturu, who 
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was killed while engaged in the work of | 


defence among the northern mountains. 
The petition, which give a short biographi- 
cal account of the deceased ofticer’s career, 
and speaks in the highest terms of his 
bravery, prowess, and administrative cap- 
acity, more especially in the work of 
reorganisation, is supported by the memo- 
rialist.—By Rescript appended to the 
memorial the necessary authority is granted. 

(7) A memorial from Wan Ch’ing-li, the 
Governor of Shun-t’ien, applying, in the 
usual terms, for a donation of rice for the 
gruel kitchens in the metropolis, which it 
is proposed to open on the 28th October, a 
month in advance of the ordinary date. 

(8) A similar request is submitted by the 
Governor of the Shun-t’ien prefecture in 
connection with the gruel kitchens a Lu 
Kou Chiao to the westward of Peking. 

(9) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Hangchow forwards a 
stereotyped application fur permission to 
purchase raw silk for the manufacture of 
fabrics for the Imperial use at market rates, 
instead of being limited to the prices laid 
down by regulation, which are far below 
those that have ruled for some years past. 
Since the year 1874 the piece of white warp 
silk has stood with little variation at 
Tl. 0.2.9 per oz.—Granted by Rescript. 

(10) Ming An. Military Governor of 
Kirin, and his colleague Yii Liang, present 
their annual memorial requesting permis- 
sion to forego the customary winter hunt, 
as the troops required fur carrying it out 
are required for police purposes and cannot 
be spared. Another argument they bring 
forward in support of their application 
is the saving of expenditure that would 
thereby be effected, as the cost of cart hire 
and rations for such an undertaking would 
amount to not less than Tls. 14,000, which 
in these times of financial embarrassment 
it would be impossible to raise. - They pro- 
pose therefore to abandon the custom until 


the country shall be in so quiet and orderly . 


a condition that the question of its resump- 
tion can be justifiably entertained. When 


this is the case they will not fail to let His | 


Majesty know. (See Gazette of 12th Oct.) 
October 31st.—(1) A Decree. Li Ho- 
nien reports that all the works on both 
banks of the Yellow River were put into 
thorough order by the time of the Shuang 
Chiang period During the present year 
the waters in the Ch’in and Yellow Rivers 
rose to a great height, and the works were 
repeatedly threatened with dangerous con- 
tingencies, but Li Ho-nien at the head of 
his workmen and officers managed to secure 
them against accident. The period of Shuang 
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Chiang, or “hoar frost,” has now arrived, 
and all the works have been put into so 
thorouvh a condition of efficiency that peace} 
of mind and quietude everywhere prevail. ! 
We have perused his memorial with sincere’ 
feelinus of gratitude, and We hereby com-: 
mand that ten large sticks of Tibetan’ 
incense be issued to Li Ho-nien, who will 
reverently repair to the Temple of the River 
God and offer them as a thanksgiving on 
Our behalf. The waters have not yet cum- 
pletely subsided, and the work of repair 
and the maintenance of these repairs are 
matters of the most vital importance. The: 
Director-General in question must, there- 
fore, give positive orders to the executive 
under his control to be truly energetic in: 
the work of precaution and protection.. 
Not the slightest carelessness must. be 
displayed. In a postscript memorial he 
solicits the bestowal of honorary rewards 
upon two officers. Let Kuei Shan, Taotai 
of the K’ai Kuei, Ch’én,‘Hsii Circuit, havea 
peacock’s feather bestow}jed upon him, and let 
Wu Ta-chéng, Taotai of {the Ho Pei Circuit, 
be given a button of tha second grade. 


(2) Ta Shih AC 7H is 
of the An, Hsiang, Yiin Cirduit in Hupeh. 

(3) A long memorial from Féng Shéa 
and T’o K’o-jui giving details of the manner 
in which they purpose to distribute the 
additional troops at Hu-lan, Pa-yén-su-su, 
Pei-t’uan-lin-tzii, and other places, in, 
accordance with the sanction that was 
granted by Imperial decree in the earlier, 
part of the year. In answer {to a reference, 
to their body, the Board of War approved, 
of the addition to the numbelr of troops in 
these regions, but suggested \that the me- 
morialists should be called upon to furnish 
details as to the manner of their disposi- 
tion. A decree calling for this report was 
accordingly issued, and in respectful obedi- 
ence thereto the memorialists now beg to 
submit the details demanded. These are 
entered into at great length, but are too 
technical to be of special interest. 

(4) Ting Pao-chéng requests the dis- 
missal in perpetuity of a subordinate officer 
employed in one of the branch offices of 
the Szechuen Salt Gabelle department. 
Granted by decree earlier issued. 

(5) A further list of contributors in 
Kiangsi to the Shansi famine relief fund is 
submitted by Tséng Kuo-ch’fan, who 
solicits for them the bestowal of honors 
commensurate with the amounts of their 
respective subscriptions. The total of 
these contributions amounts to Tls. 656,000 
odd for Honan and Shansi, of which the 
latter province recvived Tls. 538,600. 





{ 


Ocr. 31—Nov. 2.] 1 


3 





(6) Thesame officer reports that one Chang 
u-kung, a merchant of Kuei-hua Ch’éng, 
id others, contributed some time since 
x hundred horses to the province of 
hansi. As, however, the value of these 
orses was not reported at the time, orders 
ere given by the contribution agency for 
iquiries to be made on the subject, and 
.e merchant in question now states that 
‘ey were purchased in the Uliasutdi region 
a cost of Tls. 8 a piece, making a total of 
ls. 4,800 exclusive of the cost of their 
ep and other expenses, which he could 
%4 venture to add to the estimate of the 
itlay. The memorialist has now to pray 
iat the Board may be directed to compute 
e rewards to which each contributor is 
ititled, and severally to issue the necessary 
rtificates to them.—Referred to the Board 
Revenue. ; 
November Ist.—(Court Circular.) Jung 
eileh returns thanks for the selection of 
bride for him by Their Majesties. 
(1) A Decree. The Court of Censors re- 
wt that they have received a petition from 
iao Shou-féng, Compiler of the Han-lin, 
id others, forwarded through an agent, 
the effect that the tribute grain tax in 
eir respective native places has not been 
liversally reduced. They ‘state that in 
e districts of Chia-ting and Pao-shan in 
iangsu, the taxes being comparatively 
tht, these two districts were not included 
the scheme for the reduction of the 
ibute grain tax, and that while the quota 
tribute grain due from them is nominally 
ght, it is in reality so heavy that the people 
‘e exhausted by the burden. They pray, 
‘erefore, that they may be relieved from 
e necessity of supplying the additional 
nount demanded for the treasury of the 
iang-an Circuit, or that some other com- 
ssionate scheme may be devised for their 
lief. The universal reduction of the 
janysu tribute grain tax was a special 
t of Imperial grace. How comes it then 
at the districts in question were omitted 
om the scheme, and that the regular taxes 
id tribute tax are respectively lighter and 
vavier in other districts. Let Shén Pao- 
éng and Wu Yuan-ping consider in what 
anner the supplementary tax for the 
iotai’s treasury can be remitted, and what 
impassionate measures can be adopted to 
shten the burden complained of. Their 
an to be satisfactory must secure the 
venues of the country from injury, and 
the same time relieve the people from 
abarrassment. 
(2) A memorial from Ting Pao-chéng, 
overnor-General of Szechuen, reporting 
: great length the result of an enquiry into 
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counter accusations brought the acting Sub- 
prefect of Yu-yang against his Jail Warden, 
and by the Jail Warden against the Sub- 
prefect. The story, which is uninteresting 
in the extreme, may be disposed of in a 
few words. The Sub-prefect, having reason 
to complain of his Jail Warden for having 
received petitions from litigants and others 
which his rank and status did not admit of 
his receiving, and giving decisions in the 
cases under dispute, which he had not the 
authority to do, dismissed a runner who 
had summoned the parties to the trial, as 
a hint to the Jail Warden that he was 
exceeding his functions, and afterwards de- 
nounced the Jail Warden to the Governor- 
General. The runner and the Jail Warden 
then brought counter-accusations against 
the Sub-prefect, charging him with fraud in 
connection with the levy of certain contri- 
butions towards defraying the expenses of 
the examinations for the degree of provin- 
cial graduate. These charges and the 
issues that they involved are gone into 
at great length, and the result of the 
enquiry is that the memorialist recom- 
mends that the acting Sub-prefect shall be 
dismissed, and that the Jail Warden shall 
also be dismissed with the addition of being 
debarred in perpetuity from ever again 
serving in an official capacity. —The question 
is referred for settlement to the Board 
which it concerns. 

November 2nd.—{1) A Decree. The 
Office of Gendarmerie report that the 
mother of Li Yu-héng, Commander-in- 
chief in Szechuen, has sent an agent to 
present a petition in which she states that 
the penalty to which her son is condemned 
is an injustice towards him. In the sixth 
moon of the present year, the Board of 
Punishments came to a decision on this 
case, and We thereupon issued a decree 
ordering Li Yu-héng to be at once cashiered, 
and, in accordance with the penalty sug- 
gested by the Board, to be strangled after 
incarceration until the period of the autumn 
revision, The case has been gone into 
time after time, and a decision has now 
come to. Why, then, should it be re- 
opened? Let the petition be dismissed. 
(See ‘f Tung-hsiang outrage.”) 

(2) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, 
Governor of Shansi. The memorialist 
begs permission to call His Majesty’s 
attention ‘to the following decree which he 
had the honour to receive some time ago:— 
‘“Upon the receipt of the appropriation of 
Tis. 200,000 from the Board of Revenue, 
and the draft amounting to Tls. 300,000 
due from Shantung and other provinces, 
let the Governor-General consider the chief 
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points that should be embraced in the 
scheme for the reorganisation of his pro- 
vince, and direct his subordinates, work- 
ing under his order, to set to work in 
earnest to carry them out.’’ On receipt 
of this decree the memorialist and the 
whole of the officials and yentry in the 
rovince prostrated themselves in thank- 
ul recognition of the Heavenly bounty ; 
while he sent deputies to Peking to 
take delivery of the money granted by 
the Board of Revenue, and wrote to the 
respective Governors of the provinces who 
had been ordered to send him grants beg- 
ging them to remit these sums as soon as 
possible. He estimates therefore that by the 
winter of the present year the remittances 
with all have come tohand. He is humbly 
of opinion that the question of reorganisa- 
tion is complicated in the extreme, com- 
prising, as it does, schemes for ascertaining 
the amount of deserted land, the issue of 
plough oxen, the distribution of seed corn, 
the encouragement of immigration, etc. etc., 
the execution of which requires men, and 
men of ability, without whom they cannot 
be carried out. The aid, the advent of 
which at frequent intervals the province 
can, providentially, depend upon, will 
enable the memorialist to a slight extent to 
mature his plans and will relieve him of the 
grosser burden of anxiety under which he 


was labouring ; but the main part of the ex- . 


Sierra of the province must undoubtedly 
the restoration to the granaries of the 
stores of which they have been drained, and 
this is the pressing question of the moment. 
The million or more piculs of grain that 
were stored in the nine prefectures and ten 
departments of Shansi were the means of 
relieving the pressing anxiety of the 
moment when the province was visited with 
the unprecedented calamity of three suc- 
cessive years of famine and extraneous aid 
could not be momentarily afforded. By the 
time that these supplies were exhausted, 

ain from the South began to arrive 
in successive relays, so that, while it 
was to outside aid that the people of 
the province were indebted when relief 
was regularly organised, it was on local 
stores that they had to depend for exist- 
ence when it first became necessary. The 
memorialist then proceeds to explain the 
scheme he proposes to adopt to accomplish 
the object in view, a summary of which 
will be found in a decree published in the 
Gazette of 15th October. 

(3) The same officer calls His Majesty's 
attention to the fact that one Chin Fu-tséng 
and others, gentry of Kiangsu and Ché- 
kiang, hearing of the distress that prevailed 
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in the southern portion of Shansi, raised the 
sum of Tls. 86,880, which they took to Shansi 
and personally distributed in P’ing-yang Fu 
and other localities in which the suffering 
was particularly severe, making a house to 
house visitation and giving to the needy 
after satisfying themselves as to the actual 
condition of the people whom they relieved, 
thereby securing to the people themselves 
the actual benefits of the charity. In their 
consideration for the miseries of the distant 
people of Shansi the gentry of the provinces 
above mentioned displayed an activity in 
well-doing and a love of what was right 
which can fitly be commended. The me- 
morialist. would therefore pray His Majesty, 
as a preliminary step, to direct the Boar 

to make a note of the contribution of Tis. 
86,000 by the gentry of Chékiang ois 
Kiangsu, and if they should send an 

further remittances, he will report th 

same to His Majesty with a request that 
the customary patents and honors be 
awarded to the contributors. 

November 3rd.—( Abstract of Memorials.) 
Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, Governor of Shansi, is 
granted a month’s congé on the score of 
ill-health. 

(1) Ch’ung Ch’i, Military Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jeh-hoh, submits a long me- 
morial on the subject of the commutation 
allowance hitherto granted to the troops in 
lieu of rice. In former days the troops 
were paid half in money and half in rice, a 
commutation allowance of Tis. 1.4 being 
granted them for each picul of rice that 
they were entitled to receive in kind. In 
the year 1854 this allowance was reduced 
by three-tenths, owing to the impoverished 
condition of the Imperial exchequer, and 
the merchants who supplied the grain 
then only issued seven-tenths of the full 
amount.’ This reduction led in time to 
numerous abuses, until, during the incum- 
bency of the late Ch’ung Shih, the grain 
dealers submitted a statement of their 
grievances to him and begged that they 
might themselves be allowed to import the 
grain required for the granaries, in the in- 
terests of the petty officers and soldiers to 
whom it was served out. Ch’ung Shih and 
other Lieutenant-Governors tried their best 
to remedy the abuses complained of, but 
they never completely succeeded in doing so 
until Ch’ien Hsii, the last Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, requested permission to abolish the 
system of allowing the men to buy their own 
grain, and to issue the whole amount of 
their rations in kind. This was sanctioned 
by Imperial decree, the commutation | 
allowance for the remainder, for which 
money was given, being fixed at Tis. 1.4 
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er picul, subject to a reduction of 
hree-tenths on the four mace. On the 
ssumption of the duties of this post by 
iemorialist, a Colonel and sixteen cap- 
iins addressed a petition to him to the 
fect that, in good years like the present, 
ie commutation allowance was more than 
nough to purchase the quantity of rice it 
a8 supposed to represent, but when the 
tice of silver fell and that of rice rose it 
as certain to cause embarrassment to the 
‘oops whose difficulties would be increased 
hen, as might be the case, their allowances 
ere not issued up to time. They prayed, 
ierefore, that the old system of issuing 
tions in kind might be reverted to. 
he memorialist questioned the Colonel 
wbally on the subject, who declared 
iat the facts, as represented, were strictly 
wrrect, an assertion which was corrobo- 
ited by all the petitioners. He accord- 
gly called upon the Taotai and Prefect 
‘look mto the matter, and they reported 
iat the granary picul of rice issued to the 
oops at Jeh-hoh was equal to about 
wee-fifths of the market scale, and that in 
»od years a picul of rice outside the wall 
wt about 6,000 ‘‘ Metropolitan” cash, so 
iat the reduced allowauce now granted 
4s sufficient at such times to purchase the 
juivalent of the reduced amount of rice 
iat was allowed under the regulations. 
ut the price of grain fluctuated at Jeh- 
h, and in ordinary years the picul cost 


000 ‘‘ Metropolitan” cash, while in un-. 


vourable seasons it cost as much as 
om 10,000 to 13,000 cash. Failures of 
west from flood or drought were of fre- 
ent occurrence, and if the price of rice 
se to a slightly high figure, they feared 
eallowance granted to the troops would 
insufficient to buy them enough to eat. 
ley therefore strongly urged, upon this, 
well as other grounds, the resumption of 
9 system of purchasing grain and issuing 
to the troops in kind. In view of this 
itimony, the memorialist, while alive to 
» possibility of abuses arising therefrom, 
ils it his duty to recommend the resump- 
n of the old system.—Referred to the 
ard of Revenue. 

2) The only other memorial in this 
ys Gazette is a report from Ting Pao- 
ing, submitting the result of the rehear- 
+ of an appeal case in which one man 
arged another, with whom he had had a 
pute about money matters, with pushing 
i wife down and causing injuries to her 
‘m the consequences of which she died. 
e enquiry shows that the woman, who was 
ty ili at the time, died from natural causes, 
1 was not assaulted by the defendant. 
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November 4th.—(1) Kuei Ch’éng Fat 
is appointed Taotai at Jeh-hoh with 
military control. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung- 
tang. He has already reported to His 
Majesty, in a memorial dated 9th August, 
the fact of an earthquake having occurred 
in the south-east of Chihli. After the 
despatch of this memorial the Sub-prefect 
of Chieh Chow, Shih Pén-ch’ing by name, 
sent in a further report to the effect that 
after the earthquake had occurred the hills 
were rent and the water came rushing out, 
forcing the river and moat adjoining the 
prefectural town out of their ordinary 
channel and submerying the earthen and 
stone walls round the villages and towns 
further down the stream. On the 18th and 
19th July rain fell in torrents, and the water 
accumulated in the valleys burst forth and 
spread in all directions, washing away a 
newly constructed weir in the south-western 
corner of the prefectural town and forcing 
its way inside the walls. The edifice over 
the southern gate was undermined and fell, 
while 7,000 to 8,000 yards of the eastern 
wall was submerged, as well as the Major’s 
yamén and several hundred private 
dwellings. As the town of Chieh Chow 
lies low, when the earthquake occurred the 
people had moved for refuge to higher land, 
so that few people were drowned by the 
inroad of the water, etc., etc. The Taotai of 
the Kung Ch’in Chieh circuit had earlier 
reported that the effects of the earthquake 
were particularly disastrous in Chieh Chow 
and its dependencies of Hsi-ku Chow and 
T’ung-wen Hsien, and that he had for- 
warded Tis. 1,000 from the lekin receipts to 
the Sub-prefect to be expended in relief of 
the sufferers. As the Sub-prefect was new 
to the post, he applied for the assistance of 
his predecessor the acting Sub-prefect, 
whom the memorialist accordingly sent to 
his aid, and, after consultation with Yang 
Ch’ang-chiin, furnished him with a sum of 
Tis. 3,000, from the lekin receipts, to meet 
the expenditure that would be incurred. 
At Yang Ch’ang-chiin’s suggestion, Lung 
Hsi-ch’ing, who had recently been acting as 
Taotai at Ning-hsia, was also sent to the 
south of the province to superintend the 
necessary arrangements, that everything 
might be done to secure their effectual 
accomplishment. The officers engaged 
in this work have been instructed to 
make the relief of the people, whose 
dwellings have been destroyed, their first 
care, and as soon as the water has 
subsided to set to work to repair the 
damages that have resulted. On receipt 
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of the estimates they will draw up, the | 


memorialist will cousider how he may best 
provide the sui required. 

(3) Ho Ching, Governor-General of Min- 
chéh, solicits the bestowal of posthumous 
honors and marks of distinction respectively 
upon one Li Yang-hui, a titular official re- 
siding in the district town of P’u-ch’eng, 
and his wife and daughters. This individual, 
when the town was attacked by the rebels 
in the year 1857, put himself at the head 
of volunteers and soldiery and repulsed 
numerous assaults of the enemy, holding 
the town against them for several days, 
until, at last, a breach was effected by un- 
dermining the wall, and the enemy rushed 
in, killing Li Yang-hui and his wife, 
daughters and grand-daughters to the num- 
ber of twelve in all.—Referred to the proper 
Board. 

(4) Memorial from Hsi Lun, Commandant 
of Forces at Tarbagatai. In consequence of 
the scarcity of horses for the use of his 
troops last year, from death or other causes, 
and the urgent necessity for the soldiers 
being properly mounted, the memorialist 
bought 300 horses on credit from the 
Andijani traders at a cost of Tls. 12 a 
piece. He reported his action to His 
Majesty, who approved of what he had 
done, and in the month of April last, 
the Board of Revenue having forwarded 
a remittance, he paid off his debt for the 
horses in question. Hardly had be done so, 
however, when the Buard wrote to say that 
they could not allow more than the statute 

rice for the horses, viz., Tls. 8 apiece. 

hile acknowledging the obligation he is 
under to adhere to the regulations thus 
enunciated by the Board, the memorialist 
would respectfully submit that the pressing 
nature of the circumstances last year was 
such that he could not venture to fetter 
his action by uncompromising adherence 
to regulation, and as at the time the market 
price of horses was high, and he had further 
to buy them on credit [he was obliged to 
contract for the sum specified.] He cannot 
possibly recover the money which has now 
been paid, and he therefore solicits His 
Majesty’s permission to be allowed for this 
once to pay the market price, undertaking, 
in the event of future purchases being 
necessary, to adhere to the rates laid down 
by regulation.—Granted by Rescript under 
the conditions guaranteed. 

November dth.—(1) A decree directing 
the Imperial College of Inscriptions to pre- 
pare a votive tablet which is to be suspended 
in the temple to the Ta Wang, or River 
God, at Fan Hsien, in Shantung, that deity 
having averted dangers that were immin- 
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ent in consequence of the bursting of works 
at Kia-king and Pa-li Miao. 

(2) Ten sticks of Tibetan incense are 
ordered to be issued to Chou Héng-chii, 
Governor of Shantung, as a thanksgiving 
offering to the River God, to whose pro- 
tecting care the safety of the works along 
the northern and southern banks of the 
Yellow River is to be attributed. The 
decree in which this order is conveyed 
mentions a number of officials by name to! 
whom rewards of different kinds are 
granted for their exertions during the past 
season. 

(3) A Decree. Some time since the 
Censor Chu Yi-tséng denounced Ying P't, 
Grain Intendant of Kiangsu, on various 
counts. We thereupon directed the high 
authorities of Chihli and Kiangsu to make 
careful and accurate enquiry into the matter 
andreport. The Court of Censors now memo- 
rialise to the effect that the Sung Shéng 
Ch’ang bank and the Yii Féng shop for the 
sale of gold and pearls, both in Peking, 
are conducted with capital supplied by 
Ying P’u ; that the stage for theatrical per- 
formances in his private dwelling was put 
up by a builder in Peking, and that he 
himself had also constructed a wooden stage 
for the same purpose. That Ying P’u,a 
person holding substantive rank, should 
invest large sums of money in establish: 
ments and shops and compete with thé 
common people for gain, indicates his utter 
ignorance of the obligations he is under. 
Let him, as a preliminary step, vacate hi 
post, and await further enquiry and sub 
sequent action. With reference to the 
charge of remaining in Peking, his servants 
state that he returned to the capital o 
account of sickness, and had obtained lea 
of absence for that purpose. Let the 
Superintendents of the Granaries and the 
Governor of Kiangsu state whether this is 
the fact or not. Let the remainder of the 
charges against him stands over until the 
receipt of the report that has been called 
for from the high authorities of Chihli aud 
Kiangsu. 

(4) A decree sanctioning a grant of Ts 
3,600 for the purchase of wadded jackett 
to be distributed amongst the destitute 
poor in Peking for use during the coming 
winter. The money is to be provid 
from the dividends on sums put vtl 
to interest by the Oftice of the Imperial 
Household in Chihli, and if the remittances 
due from Ch’ang-lu have not yet arrived, 
the necessary amount is to be advance 
from the Treasury of the Privy Purse. 

(5) A decree sanctioning the usuil 
monthly grant of 330 piculs of rice ft 
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stribution amongst the various gruel kit- 
1ens in the Wai Ch’eng, or Chinese quarter, 
‘Peking. The kitchens will be opened on 
ie 1st of the 10th moon (14th November.) 
0 piculs are also granted to three night 
fuges, the same amount to a Mahommedan 
mple at which gruel is dispensed, with 
oaller grants to other establishments of a 
milar kind. 
(6) The Censor Ko Ching requests sanc- 
mn for the extension of the privelege of 
avelling at Government expense that was 
corded. in 1873 to senior licentiates from 
weichow going to Peking for examina- 
yn, to scholars in the same category from 
iinnan.—Granted by decree earlier issued. 
[Note.—Ying P’u, Grain Intendant of 
iangsu, was sent to Tientsin in charge of 
e tribute grain from that province. On 
livery of this grain at Tientsin or T’ung- 
iow, he should have returned to his post, 
it he took the opportunity of being only 
few miles from Peking, his native place, 
return home for a few days. While 
ere he was foolish enough to indulge in 
wn festivities which attracted the notice 
his denouncer. | 
November 6th. —(1) Wang Yii-ts’ao 


E pies is appointed Grain Taotai of 
vochow and Sungkiang in Kiangsu. 


(2) Ling Shu Be , Senior Vice-Pre- 
lent of the Board of Revenue, and Ch’ung 


\ 2G, Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 


‘cretariat, with brevet rank of Vice-Pre- 
jent of the Board of Ceremonies, are 
pointed Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén. 
(3) A decree directing the Board of Pu- 
shments to give an opinion in a case of 
micide where the partivs come within 
e limits of relationship. The law not 
ing explicit on the point in question, 
vien Pao-lien, Vice-President of the 
rard of Punishments, has applied to His 
ajesty to pass a special clause which 
all meet the exigencies of the case. 

(4) A Decree. Tu Jui-lien, Governor of 
innan, reports that Li Ching-hsing, Sub- 
‘efect on probation, who was deputed to 
t together some witnesses in a case in 
uch the tribal chieftains were concerned, 
turned to the provincial capital before 
: had accomplished his mission and com- 
itted suicide. The Prefect of Lin-an, to 
hich place he had been sent, states that 
ere are reasons to suspect that the de- 
ased officer accepted bribes to screen the 
llty parties, and although his servants 
clare that their master committed suicide 
.consequence of mental depression brought 
1 by illness, it is probable that he was 
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induced to destroy himself from fear of the 
penalties to which he had rendered himself 
liable. Let a searching enquiry be made into 
the circumstances, and the parties to the 
suit in question be summoned to the capital. 
(5) A memorial from Chung P’ei-hsien, 
Director of the Imperial Stud Court, taking 
exception to the finding of the Board of 
Punishments in the case of Li Chin-mu, 
a man who had been guilty of murdering 
his nephew. The Board of Punishments . 
had relegated him to the list of those, the 
execution of whose ‘sentence of death is 
deferred, and the memorialist, on a careful 
perusal of the criminal’s confession, found 
that the circumstances of the outrage were 
so grave that he wrote to the Board asking 
them for their reasons in coming to this 
decision. In reply he was informed that 
His Majesty had approved of their de- 
cision, and a copy of the Board’s memorial 
was sent him for perusal. He finds that, 
in the case in question, Li Chin-mu was 
induced by Li Yung-fu, from motives of 
avarice, to compass the murder of his 
nephew, a child of only five years of age, 
and in accordance with the law on the 
subject, he was sentenced to decapitation 
after the usual term of incarceration, but 
he was relegated to the category of 
criminals whose sentence is deferred, in the 
condemned lists of the province (Honan) that 
were drawn up after the autumn assize. 
Memorialist would respectfully submit that 
in cases of murder for the sake of gain the 
law does not discriminate between prin- 
cipals and accessories, all being condemned 
alike to decapitation. When children with- 
in the third degree of relationship are 
murdered by their elders these latter are 
condemned by law to decapitation after the 
usual period of incarceration, and there is no 
specific clause by which latitude is allowed 
in the case of relatives, while no distinction 
either is made between principals and 
accessories, the crime being regarded in the 
same light as ordinary murders committed 
from avaricious motives. The Board of 
Punishments allege that as Li Chin-mu 
was not the originator of the murder, his 
crime was less grave than it would have 
been had he been the instigator of the 
murder of a child. They therefore endorse 
the decision of the provincial Government 
delaying the execution of the sentence. In 
doing so they have, in memorialists’ humble 
opinion, made a mistake. The law makes 
no distinction between principals and acces- 
sories in cases of murder committed for the 
sake of gain, and in sentencing a mur- 
derer of a young relation to decapitation, 
after incarceration, the law has been 


interpreted in its most lenient sense ; he 
cannot therefore understand how a fur- 
ther distinction of intent and non-intent 
can be made in the face of law so explicit 
in its enactments. He continues in the 
same strain for several pages, arguing the 
point in every possible way that will de- 
monstrate the fallacy of the reasoning by 
which the Board have arrived at their 
decision, and, appealing to His Majesty's 
sense of justice and equity, prays that the 
Board may be instructed to reconsider the 
case. (See Gazettes of 22nd and 29th of 
October.) 

November 7th.—(1) A Decree. A few 
days since, Ch’ien Pao-lien, Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments, memorialised 
to the effect that, at the autumn revision 
of the condemned lists, in the case of Li 
Chin-mu, a native of Honan, and his as- 
suciates, in which sentence of decapitation 
after the usual term of incarceration had 
been passed by the most strict interpreta- 
tion of the law, when the autumn revision 
took place it was not thought advisable to 
apply the law in its literal or strictest 
sense, and application was made for the 
enactment of a special clause to meet the 
particular conditions here met with. We 
thereupon issued a decree calling upon the 
Board of Punishments to consider the 
question, and the President of that Bureau 
now request that, as there is a divergence 
of opinion amongst them, a high officer 
may be deputed once more to look into 
the case. Li Chin-mu, the criminal con- 
demned to be beheaded, was persuaded 
from avaricious motives to compass the 
death his nephew, a child just five years of 
age, and sentence was passed upon him in 
accordance with the law governing ordinary 
cases of murder, while, as the Board of 
Punishments have decided that the case is 
one [that is technically called] direct or 
actual participation, it is decidedly one that 
the law cannot pardon. In consideration, 
however, of the fact that the criminal in 
question was an accessory, while, in addi- 
tion, the law is not explicit on the subject 
of those connected by ties of relationship, if 
the case be determined on the basis of an 
ordinary murder with the addition of the 
circumstance of the element of consan- 
guinity, it would be quite right to pass 
sentence of strangulation after the usual 
term of incarceration. Let the sentence of 
the criminal Li Chin-mu, therefore, be 
commuted to strangulation after the usual 
term of incarceration. The time having 
now arrived for the ‘“‘ marking” of the lists, 
let the sentence be at once carried out. 
There is no occasion for a special high 
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officer to be separately deputed to consider 
the question, but the Board of Punishmen 

will still be required, in accordance with 
Ch’ien Pao-lien’s request, to consider the 
propriety of creating a special clause to 
meet cases of this nature. 5 

(2) Memorial from Chou Héng-ch'i 
Governor of Shantung, submitting, i 
obedience to Imperial decree, schemes for 
rome the obstacles at present existing, 
in the lower portion of the bed of the, 
Yellow River, and protecting the bien 
of the district town of Li-chin. So 
months ago a copy of an Imperial decrea 
was sent him by the Grand Council with 
reference to the schemes proposed by, 
Hsia T’ung-shan and Kuang Show for the 
dredging of the lower portion of the Yellow 
River and the measures necessary for tha 
protection of the walls of the district town 
of Li-chin, [the safety of which was threa' 
ened by the encroachments of the ares 
The correspondence and estimates in con 
nection with this scheme having bee! 
forwarded to memorialist by Wén Ko, tha 
late Governor, he left the provincial capital 
on the 24th of August, as has already bee 
reported to His Majesty, on a tour o 
inspection of the lower waters of the Yellow, 
River. He has now respectfully to observa 
that it is already more than twenty years, 
since the Yellow River took a northerly 
course, and it was in view of the probability 
that the lower portion of the Ta-ch’ing; 
river might gradually become silted up 
that Hsia T’ung-shan argued, as a precau- 
tionary measure, the advisability of clearing 
the channel. The memorialist, after con- 
sultation with Wén Ko, sent Chu Ts’ai, 
Prefect on probation, and Shéng Ts’an-hsi, 

‘Magistrate designate of the Li-chin dis- 
trict, to survey the river and obtain 4 
general idea of the important requirements, 
and he has now just been himself to the 
river’s bank and formed an idea of the 
general state of the case, availing himself 
extensively of the expressions of popular 
opinion on the subject, which lead to the 
conclusion that, at the moment the course 
of action to be pursued in connection with 
the lower portion of the stream admits of 
nothing more than the execution of repairs 
and precautionary measures at a few selected 
points of special importance. He now begs 
permission to lay the result of his investiya- 
tions before His Majesty. 

Hsia T’ung-shan’s memorial contained 
these proposals, the first of which was the 
dredging of the seaport at the mouth of 
the river ; the second, the straightening of 

: the bends in the river; and the third, the 

| clearing of the channels of derivation. As 
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gards the straightening of the bends, 
uang Show and [his fellow memorialists] 
scovered that the arable land, cottages, 
id graveyards embraced in the numerous 
mds that occur in the lower part of the 
team were so numerous that it would be 
ipossible to effect the removal of: the 
‘0 latter, while the straightening of 
ese bends would involve such encroach- 
ent upon salt-flats and salt boiling fur- 
ces that [their demolition] would cause 
jury to the revenue. The memorialist’s 
bsequent investigations have led him to 
tm the same opinion, while he has further 
urge that the Yellow River [has a ten- 
ney to] form bends where it was straight 
fore, these bends increasing in size [as 
ne goes on], while it has such a faculty 
: changing its course that it has no fixed 
tection from one year to another. Hence 
is portion of the scheme becomes im- 
acticable. As regards the clearing of the 
annels of derivation, Kuang Show came 
the conclusion that it would be possible 
dredge the Yin-ho and erect stone weirs 
means of which the surplus waters of the 
low River when it was high might be 
| into the T’u-hai river, but that as 
irs were liable to carry away and break, 
would be better to erect [minor] ones for 
lucing the head of water. The memor- 
ist has to observe with reference to this 
1eme that the T’u-hai river was dredged 
the year 1873, but though it is, for the 
wt part, still clear throughout, it would 
rdly be capable of bearing a share of the 
ters of the Yellow River. The Taotai 
w Chiin-wén made an estimate some 
ae ago of the cost [of the works it would 
necessary to undertake to carry out this 
yject], and he concluded that for the 150 
160 4 in Hui-min Hsien, Pin-chow, and 
an-hua Hsien, an outlay of Tis. 30,000 
Tls. 40,000 would be required if [gratui- 
ts] labour were employed, and that an 
litional sum of Tls. 70,000 or Tis. 80,000 
uld be needed if a channel of derivation 
re cut at the Pai-lung Bend, while a 
ne weir would cost Tis. 40,000 more, 
king a total for the execution of these 
rks of Tis. 240,000 or Tis. 250,000. 
t, as each reduction of water entails a 
responding silting up, dredging has to 
carried out each year, and the labour is 
jless ; while the fact that the Yellow 
ver is daily trending northwards renders 

ible that a sudden move in that 
ection would carry away the stone-works 
1 cause a disastrous overflow, which 
uld convert the whole region to the 
‘th of the river into a vast lake, with 
wequences the calamitous nature of 
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which it is impossible to describe.—This 
was the opinion the Taotai formed, and 
the memorialist ventures to think that 
if only one draining weir were con- 
structed in the length of 400 li between 
Lo-k’ou eastward to Li-chin, it would 
carry off very little water and would 
cost over Tls. 20,000, what with the neces- 
sary dredging, etc.; while the addition of 
extra weirs would necessitate the digging 
of more channels of derivation at a great 
increase of expense, and the drainage 
would be more than the T’u-hai River 
could carry away. A breach occurred last 
year at the Pai-lung Bend, and the water 
emptied into the T’u hai river, causing it 
to overflow its banks in many places, a fact 
that clearly establishes the correctness of 
memorialist’s theory. The T’u-hai river is 
from 500 to 600 feet broad, and only 5, 6, 
or 7 feet deep, as the case may be, and 
so, even supposing that anyone set to 
work to dredge it, human power is limited 
[and the result would be small.] There 
are no substantial earthworks of any age, 
either, on the northern bank, and any 
pressure upon them would always cause 
much anxiety for their safety. Again, 
the waters from the three prefectures of 
Chi-nan, Tung-ch’ang and Wu-ting all 
drain “into the T’u-hai, and if this Tattar 
got silted up through the proposed scheme 
for reducing the head of water in the 
Yellow River, the consequences to the 
above-named prefectures would be so ser- 
ious that the notables and people of Wu- 
ting have protested against it in a body. 
The conditions of the soil and of the peo- 
ple seem to memorialist to offer many 
objections to the scheme, for, taking the 
Yellow River in its present state as a basis 
for argument, in the lower portion of its 
course, the banks are high and the bed low, 
so that the waters keep to their channel 
which is sufficient to contain them as long 
as they do not rise to an extraordinary 
extent. Where the land on either side is 
high no banks exist ; where it is low, em- 
bankments varying from five to ten lt in 
length are placed at different intervals ; 
so that if the works erected by the peo- 
ple are repaired and strengthened by 
outer works in places at which the 

have carried away or are weak, they wi 

be able to stand the pressure when the 
heavy freshets come down. The memo- 
rialist accordingly directed the former 
acting Magistrate of Ch’i-tung, and the 
former Magistrate of Hui-min to visit the 
works in their respective jurisdictions and 
allot supplementary grants for the repair 
of places that needed it. In the matter of 


the deepening of the port at the mouth 
of the river, Kuang Show and the others 
found that there were only a few feet of 
water at the port of Hsin-ho Mén out- 
side of the outlet at Li-chin Hsien called 
Mu-li Tsui, which precluded the entrance 
of steamers. They accordingly suggested 
the employment of ordinary dredging 
boats fitted with iron combs or rakes, as 
well as native dredgers known by the name 
of hun-chiang-lung Od 2) which might 
be worked backwards and forwards in the 
harbour.] The plan is not without merit, 
and the Taotai referred to above suggested 
that the work of the dredgers might be 
supplemented by embankments below T’ieh- 
mén kuan, which would confine the waters 
of the river and cause them to carry away 
the deposit that had silted up. In connec- 
tion with this subject the memorialist would 
remark that two modes of controlling the 
action of rivers have hitherto been em- 
Sa eniraag one, dredging ; the other, em- 

ankments. In the reign of K’ang Hi, when 
the port at the mouth of thesouthern channel 
of the Yellow River silted up, the Director- 
General, Chin Fu by name, requested His 
Majesty's permission to construct an earth- 
work 180,000 feet in length outside the 
Tun-t’i kuan, with the view to confining the 
water and counteracting the silting that 
was going on. The conditions at T’ieh- 
mén kuan are similar to those that existed 
at Yiin-t’i kuan, and if a similar plan were 
adopted at the former place to that at- 
tempted in the reign of K’ang Hi at Yiin- 
ti, it could not fail to be of use. Un- 
fortunately, the country between T’ieh- 
mén and the port, a distance of a hundred 
and several score of li, is one continuous 
stretch of reeds, and has always been un- 
inhabited, so that there is no means of start- 
ing earthworksin this wide expanse of water, 
and even if they could be put in hand, the 
expense would be so great that the scheme 
is out of the question. The port of Hsin- 
hai-mén is divided into two channels run- 
ning respectively east and west, each some 
800 or 900 feet in width, the space between 
them consisting of hard sand known as 
tieh-pau-sha, or iron sand, which is as firm 
and hard as stone and is the growth of 
many years. This flat has about three feet 
of water upon it at low tide when there 
are no freshets in the river, and during 
the summer and autumn freshets there are 
upwards of ten feet of water in the two 
channels described above, and six or seven 
feet when the freshets are not on. Above 
Li-chin Hsien the channel is also quite 
clear, from which it can be seen that there 
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are no great obstructions at the port. As 
regards the dredging operations im- 
mediately necessary, the memorialist pro-' 
poses to purchase several of the Yellow 
River . boats and to direct the arsenal to 
fit them with dredgers constructed after 
the model of the hun-chiang-lung and other 
appliances with which the port can be 
cleared. As there is a probability that the 
dredging boats will not be handy in a high 
wind and heavy sea, he proposes to hare 
the channel above the port first cleared of 
the fresh deposit that has accumulated 
there ; by which means, although the opera 
tion will be somewhat slow, each fou 
cleared away will be a foot gained, though 
the sand that is thus stirred up will be 
forced only as far as the mouth of the port, 
beyond which point it will be met and 
kept back by the tide which is beyond 
human effort to control. The memorialist 
will formulate his plans when he has been 
able to judge of the success or otherwise of 
this tentative measure. The protection o 
the wall of the town of Li-chin is also 
subject of remark in the memorial unde 
consideration. Kuang Show suggests that 
a stone embankment should be pte 
to the south-east to protect this wall, o 
that several breakwaters or buffers should 
be made at the point at which the strea 
meets the obstruction [offered by the vl 
of the town.] The memorialist visited th 
town, and he found that there was a bend 
in the river just outside the south-easter 
gate, which threatened the safety of th 
eastern corner of the wall. Two sm 
breakwaters of sunken junks filled wit 
stones have been made by the people, bes 
the backwash is forming a deep hole sow 
forty feet deep at high water, and about 
thirty when the freshets have subsided. Tha 
old embankment consists of stones roughly 
piled up, and all that can be done with it 
is to continue it in the same fashion 7 
raise it higher, for it would be impossibl 
to extend it into the deeper water. Wooden 
piles will be driven down at the places i 
the embankment near the eastern suburb 
that have fallen in, and a stone bank ot 
wall constructed over them.—After de 
scribing a few more unimportant works hi 
proposes to carry out for the protection ‘ 
the wall, the memorialist concludes hi 
report in the usual way.—A arc ie 
appended directing him to continue to giv 
the matter his careful attention, and to 
that the works for the protection of the wi 
of Li-chin Hsien are properly carried out. 
November 8th.—(1) A decree age 
Ch’én Tsé-fu, late General of the Te 
Chow Brigade in Shantung, to retire irum 





Noy. 8—11.] 





the service. He was directed to come to 
Peking to be presented at Court, but 
applied for two months’ leave to return to 
his home in Kwangtung before doing so. 
He has now applied for further leave 
through the Governor-General of his prov- 
ince, and that high officer complains of his 
dilatoriness in obeying the summons tu 
Peking, stigmatising his application for 
extension of leave as an unnecessary in- 
trusion upon His Majesty’s attention. 

(2) A decree sanctioning the admission 
of 16 graduates of the first-class, 34 of the 
second, and 53 of the third, the successful 
competitors at the recent examination for 
Chi-jén, to the lists of competitors allowed 
to enter for the coming examination for 
the degree of Chin-shih. One of the 
successful competitors who failed to satisfy 
the examiners at the test examination in 
the palace is not permitted to compete 
for the degree of Chin-shih until the exami- 
nation succeeding the one to be held next 
spring.—With the exception of a decree 
ordering a tablet to be prepared for a temple 
at Wei-hui Fu in Honan, the presiding 
deity of which has been responsive to pray- 


ers for rain whereby locusts were driven’ 


away, the remainder of this day’s Gazette 
contains no other documents of importance 
but papers that have been summarised in 
earlier decrees. 





November 9th.—(1) Memorial from . 


Kuang Shou, President of the Board of 
War, and his colleagues, reporting the 
penalties they consider should be imposed 
upon the Commandant at Uliasut’ai, and 
Ch’elintorchi and Tukarh, his colleagues, 
for having established a forwarding agency 
in Peking for the transmission of military 
stores before they had obtained the Im- 
perial permission to do so. These penalties, 
and the modified form which has been sub- 
stituted in their place, are chronicled in 
the Gazette of 28th Oct. 

(2) Memorial from the President of the 
Board of Punishments and his colleagues 
in answer to the objections of Chung P’ei- 
hsien in the matter of the commutation of 
the sentence of Li Chin-mu, the man who 
murdered his nephew. (See Gazettes of 
22nd, 29th Oct. and 6th Nov.) 


November 10th.—({1) Wu Yii-lan (9 


i Bal) is appointed Taotai at Tientsin. 

(2) Kwang Show is directed to proceed 
with all despatch to the Eastern Mausolea 
to hold an enquiry into certain matters 
(not specified.) He and his Secretaries 
are to travel at Government expense. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the execution by ling-ch’ih of a maniac 
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who killed his mother and his grandmother 
in a fit of insanity. The usual story is 
told. The maniac, who had lucid intervals, 
was, when sane, a dutiful and obedient 
son. In his mad fits he was not dangerous 
or troublesome, so his relations shrunk 
from exposing him to the hardships he 
would undergo if he were placed under the 
charge of the authorities. During the 
absence of the male members of the family 
he had a return of his mania, and danced 
about the yard brandishing an iron rake 
with which he attacked his mother and 
his grandmother, and wounded them sv 
severely that they died.—No other doucu- 
ment of importance. 

November lith.—_(1) Ho Ching, Gov- 
ernor-General of Min-chéh and acting 
Governor of Fuhkien, reports that on the 
2nd of October last he received a commu- 
nication from Sun Yeh-ching, acting as a 
substitute for the Literary Chancellor, to 
the effect that Wén Ch’éng, Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments, aud Chief 
Examiner at the examinations for the de- 
gree of provincial graduate in Fuhkien, 
had been most incoherent in his talk ever 
since he entered the examination enclo- 
sure on the 21st September. The writer 
directed the official doctor to see him, and 
the doctor stated that Wén Ch’éng had 
caught a fever on his journey to: Fuhkien 
which was complicated by malarial accretion 
of mucus; that he had treated him with. 
remedies to dissipate the mucus and relieve 
the fever, but they had been unsuccess- 
ful. As he was off his head at times, 
and his illness was growing more ser- 
ious, it would be perfectly impossible for 
him to superintend the scrutiny of the 
papers. The writer, on referring to the 
regulations for the conduct of examina- 
tions, found an instance there recorded 
of a Chief Examiner having been taken 
ill during the progress of the examinations 
in the reign of Chia Ch’ing, and having 
been removed from the enclosure, and 
taken to his lodgings, the scrutiny of the 
papers being continued by the deputy Chief 
Examiner and the rest of the staff. In 
accordance with this precedent, Wén Ch’éng 
had been removed from the enclosure and 
the writer had directed the deputy Chief 
Examiner to continue the scrutiny of the 
papers. The memorialist went to visit 
Wén Ch’éng, and found that he was in a 
condition of apparent helplessness with 
recurring intervals of unconsciousness. He 
directed the Financial Commissioner to go 
constantly to see him and provide him 
medical aid.—Rescript : 
Noted. . 
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(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the death of Hsii Ssii-shu, late Financial 
Commissioner of Shantung, who was lately 
been degraded to the rank of Taotai. He 
was on his way to his native place, when 
he fell sick of fever and other complaints 
consequent upon it, and died at Chi-ning 
Chow. 

November 12th.—(1) A decree directing 
a Major of the Kw’ei Chow garrison in 
Szechuen to be immediately cashiered and 
placed on his trial. He is accused by Ting 
Pao-chéng of having sold the lead in store, 
and of having made good the powder con- 
sumed, for which money was given him to 
purchase more from supplies deposited in 
the magazine by other garrisons. He was, 
further, unable to account for a quantity of 
sulphur, as well as some old guns and 
muskets that had been given into his charge. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, in his capacity of 
Grand Secretary, memorialises in common 
with his colleagues, the members of the 
Grand Secretariat, reporting that they have 
held five sittings to revise the condemned 
lists sent up from the different provinces, 
and now submit a list of those cases which 
they have marked as calling for the sum- 
mary infliction of the penalty of death, 
together with a memorandum showing the 
days that were selected by the Board of 
Astronomy for the revision of the lists in 
question. ; 

(3) Li Ho-nien gives details of the re- 

airs to works and additional weirs that 

ave been constructed along the banks of 
the Yellow River. The memorial contains 
a long array of names of places with tech- 
nical details regarding the nature of the 
works constructed. 

(4) Shih Tséng, Comptroller of the Office 
of the Imperial Household, reports the re- 
sult of a survey he has held of various tombs 
at the Imperial Mausolea, the buildings 
connected with which had been represented 
as in need of repair. A list of the more 
urgent repairs that are necessary is ap- 
pended, and it is requested that Hsii T’ung, 
whose duties in connection with the super- 
intendence of other repairs are not yet an 
end, may be instructed to extend his supervi- 
sion to those now .about to’ be made,— 
Granted by earlier decree. 

(5) Postscript memorial from Ch’un Fu, 
Commandant of the forces at Uliasu’tai. He 
is in receipt of a communication from the 
Board of Revenue informing him that the 
pay for the troops at Uliasut’ai will, by 
Imperial permission, be issued in three- 
monthly instalments, and that he will be 
expected to send a competent officer to the 
Board to take delivery of it. Formerly, 


Google 


the money contributions from different 
provinces to Uliasut’ai used to be sent by 
these provinces respectively to Kalgan, 
where they were paid into a forwarding 
agency established there by the authorities 
of Uliasut’ai. Under the new arrangement, 
officers should of course be sent to the 
Board of Revenue, as commanded, to take 
charge of the remittances, but, since the 
contingent of Ch’ahar cavalry was with- 
drawn, memorialist has been so short of 
wei-yuan, all of the few he has, moreover, 
being entrusted with specific duties, so that 
unless some expedient is adopted, the plans 
cannot possibly be carried out. It will be 
necessary, therefore, to appoint a special 
agent in Peking to take delivery of the 
money, in the same manner as the Con- 
mander-in-chief in Ti has done, and to this 
end the memorialist begs to nominate Hai 
Hsien and Ch’ang Ch’un, Secretaries of the 
Board of Punishments, as his agents in 
Peking for the receipt of the remittances 
in question. —Rescript : The Board of Civil 
Office -having denounced the memorialist 
and his colleagues for his suggestions, We 
handed them over to the Board of War and 
other Bureaux for the determination of a 
penalty. These Boards have announced 
the penalties which the Commandant and 
the others should receive, and a decree was 
issued severally degrading them, trausfer- 
ring them, and fining them pay, the transfer 
being, however, temporarily deferred. In 
accordance with the decision of the Board, 
We decline to sanction their proposal to 
establish an agency. (See Gazettes of 28th 
Oct., 9th Nov., etc.) 

(6) A memorial from HoChing, Governor. 
General of Fuhkien, with reference to the 
interminable case of Lin Tai shih, which 
has now been pending for ten years. The 
woman Lin Tai shih having again appealed 
to Peking, the memorialist was instructed 
to close the case in three months. He now 
states that it is impossible to do so, as he 
cannot get hold of Lin Wan-fé, the nephew 
of Lin Tai shih, and the most important m 
the case. He declares that Lin Tai shih 
is put forward by the occupiers of the land 
which formed the bone of contention, a8 
their object is to gain time and keep the 
case open. As soon as Lin Wan-fé can be 
got hold of a day will be settled for the 
hearing of the case. (For an account of 
this case see Gazettes of 4th January, 1878, 
and 7th May, 1876.) 

November 13th.—(1) A Decree. Some 
time since, in consequence of a complaint 
from the Censor Wu Chén to the effect 
that Ting Pao-chéng had, with intent to 
conceal the extent of the disaster, failed 
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report the occurrence, of an earthquake 
n Szechuen, that a disturbance had arisen 
it Nan-pu in consequence of an increase of 
axation; and that riots had also occurred 
it Peng-hsi owing to the establishment of 
1 Customs’ station there, We called for a 
eport from the acting Governor-General. 
Je now states that a slight shock of earth- 
uake was felt at the provincial capital on 
he 1st of July last, and reports were sub- 
equently received from Ch’ung-k’ing and 
ther prefectures, as well as from Tzii-t’ung 
nd other districts, nineteen jurisdictions 
no all, to the effect that shocks had been 
elt on the 29th of June, 1st of July, 
ud other days, but the casualties were 
light. Portions of the town walls of 
aang-chung and seven other places fell 
lown, but at Nan-p’ing fall] the walls of 
he town fell down, as well as a number of 
wblic offices and dwelling houses. Por- 
ions of the hills, also, were thrown into 
he Ohu River and the Yang Ho Canal, 
thich obstructed the bed for a time, until 
he force of the water having burst through 
he obstruction, the flood came rushing 
lown, and submerged all the houses on 
he northern banks, doing immense in- 
ury to person and property. The Goy- 
mor-General explained the delay in an- 
‘ouncing these calamities to be owing to 
he fact that he was waiting for all the 
eports to come in before memorialising. 
the effect of the earthquake in Szechuen 
‘a8 varied in different places. Ting Pao- 
héng speedily furnish a detailed report of 
he disasters caused, and raise funds for 
he relief of the sufferers in different places, 
a accordances with the extent of the mis- 
hief. As regards the levy of lekin at Nan- 
u, he states that the tax has been levied 
or a number of years, and that the rates 
re lower than they used to be, instead of 
igher ; that it is impossible to dispense 
ith the station at P’éng-hsi, but that 
egulations are being drawn up for the 
xercise of proper supervision over the 
ollectors, so that no further riots can 
ccur. The abuses in connection with 
tations for the collection of lekin are very 
umerous, and it will be the duty of the 
cting Governor-General to keep a constant 
upervision over his agents and to give 
areful attention to the devising of mea- 
ures that shall frustrate extortionate 
ractices. 

(2) The Governor-General of Hu-kwang 
sports that the examinations for the degree 
f military provincial graduate are in pro- 
2ss of being held. 

(3) The same memorialist recommends 
hat Wang Yung-chang be allowed to act 
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as Provincial Commander-in-chief in the 
place of Lo Ta-ch’un lately dismissed. 

(4) Also a memorial from the same officer 
reporting the conclusion of the works at the 
Fan-k’ou entrance that were ordered to be 
undertaken by Imperial decree. The money 
for the purpose was raised by the gentry, 
but as they could not produce sufficient at 
the moment, they borrowed 2,000 piculs of 
rice stored in Huang-kang Hsien as a 
provision for the pay of the troops, which 
was sold and the proceeds devoted to the 
work. The grain will be replaced after 
the harvest. 

(5) Mu T’u-shan, Military Governor of 
Ch’ahar, reports that the secretary and 
clerk who are placed in charge of the Im- 
perial flocks and herds have now served five 
years, and their period of office having 
expired, he recommends two other indi- 
viduals for the post of secretary and clerk 
respectively. 


November 14th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Board of Astronomy send in the Almanac! 
for the coming year. : 


(1) Ch’un Hsin $F jiifl] is appointed 
Prefect of Hui-chow Fu in Anhui. 

(2) A decree ordering the immediate dis- 
missal of-a Captain in Anhui who had the 
audacity to change the silver given him to 
pay his men with into cash, and issue it to 
them in that form. 

(3) The Governor of Kuangtung denounces 
a@ number of minor officials for incompet- 
ency and other shortcomings, and requests 
that they may be severally cashiered or 
transferred to the educational branch of 
the public service.—Granted by decree 
earlier issued. 

(4) Postscript memorial from T’u Tsung- 
ying, Governor of Honan. The acting 
Magistrate of Chi Hsien reported to the 
memorialist that one Chung-ying, an ex- 
pectant Sub-prefect who had been sent in 
charge of a consignment of silks and satins 
for the Palace, had on his return journey, 
after the fulfilment of his mission, com- 
mitted suicide in an inn in the western 
suburbs of the district town. The Magis- 
trate, on being informed of the fact, viewed 
the body and had it placed in a coffin, after 
which he inspected the quittance given to 
the deceased by the Yamén to whom the 
silks were consigned, and made an inven- 
tory of his effects, none of which were 
missing. Upon questioning the servants 
of the deceased they stated that Chung 
Ying had received a fright from the up- 
setting of his cart which had caused the 
phlegm inside him to block up [the passages 
of his heart], while he had encountered 
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some evil essence or spirit which had caused 
him to stab himself. The memorialist, 
thinking it possible that there might he 
more behind, sent for the witnesses and 
documents in the case to the capital, and 
deputed the Prefect of K’ai-féng Fu to hold 
a careful enquiry into the circumstances. 
He now reports that he has elicited the 
following facts :—Chung Ying, expectant 
Sub-prefect, was sent to the capital in 
charge of a consignment of silks and satins 
[for the Palace], 
of his own to wait upon him on the 
journey. He delivered his goods over to 
the proper Yamén in Peking on the 17th 
of April, and hired a cart to bring him 
back to Honan. When he had reached 
the Pei-ho region, his mule took fright one 
day and upset the cart, frightening Chung 
Ying, who at the same time came across 
some malign vapour or influence. A doctor 
was consulted, who declared that he was 
suffering from stoppage [of the ventricles 
of the heart by the secretion] of phlegm. 
Chuny Ying refused to take medicine, how- 
ever, and his servant took him on, being 
extremely anxious to get him back to 
his lodgings in K’ai-féng Fu as soon as 
he could. On the 28th April they reached 
Chi Hsien towards evening, and lodged 
in an inn in the western suburbs of the 
town. One of his attendants went into 
the town to get a doctor, and the other 
was ordered by his master to make haste 
and get some supper ready. He accord- 
ingly went to a restaurant to buy some 
flour, noticing nothing particular about his 
master’s remarks, when he left him. When 
he had gone, Chung Ying took a small knife 
and stabbed himself in the chest below the 
pectoral bone. On his return from the re- 
staurant, the servant saw his master lying on 
theground and called for the innkeeper, with 
whose assistance he pulled the knife out, but 
life was already extinct. As the two 
servants could not have prevented the 
mishap they are held free from blame. 
His baggage has been sent under their 
charge to the relatives of the deceased, and 
the knife with which the suicide was 
effected has been placed in the official 
storehouse. 

(6) T’u. Tsung-ying reports that the 
Nepalese Mission entered the confines of 
Honan at Wén-hsiang Hsien, where an 
escort was waiting to receive them, on the 
11th of September. They crossed the River 
at Méng-chiu K’ou, and reached Tz'ii Chow 
on the 3rd of October, where they were 
passed on to the wei-yuwan from Chihli 
who was deputed to escort them. The 
Mission was duly supplied with all 
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and took a servant 


necessaries during its passage through | 


Honan. ; 
November 15th.—({1) A long memorial 
from Pao T’ing, Assistant Supervisor of 
Instruction, on the necessity of exercising 
discrimination in the respective application 
of the laws in their strictest or most liberal 
The memorialist read as a boy that 
‘punishment had for its ubject the doing 
away with the necessity for punishment,” 
and that “where doubt existed as to the 
extent of guilt, [the tendency] should ever 
be towards leniency.” He always imagined 
that these two sayings were contradictory 
until he grew older and began to explore 
their meaning, when he paid a tribute of 
admiration to the Sacred Sage who really 
made clemency and severity aid one another. 
Where severity was necessary he dared not 
lightly exercise clemency, but where 
clemency might be exercised he could not 
endure to be over severe. Truly [it might 
be said] that he carried the performance of 
duty to its fullest extent and charity to its 
utmost limit. The action of His Majesty 
in ordering the infliction of a penalty upon 
those officers of the Board of Punishments 
who determined the sentence of Li Chin-mu, 
has evoked the respect of memorialist for 
the manner in which the principle has been 
enunciated that punishment should be an 
aid to moral education and [not merely 
vindicative]. But the course adopted has 
raised apprehensions in his mind lest 
those who before erred on the side of 
leniency in the infliction of penalties should 
now be induced to go to the other extreme. 
The memorialist in his capacity of Super- 
visor of Instruction, has this year been 
enabled to take part in the deliberations 
upon the occasion of the condemned lists, 
and he noticed that in the confessions sent 
up from the different provinces, while s 
fair number of criminals had already been 
adjudged to be ‘“‘actual offenders” (and 
as such beyond reprieve), the Board of 
Punishments changed the sentences of forty- 
one more and placed them also in this 
category. The memorialist knowing 4 
little about criminal law, and not ven- 
turing therefore to hazard opinions which 
might be incorrect and thus nullify the 
law, followed the majority and signed his 
name with theirs, but his private feeling 
was one of pity, for while punishment is 
said to be ‘‘a means for doing away with 
punishment,” and it is also said that 
‘‘penalties cannot be relaxed,” this does 
not mean that for so many more men 
punished this year there will be a cor- 
responding diminution of crime in the next. 
He is humbly of opinion that the officers 
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of the Court who wield the law are bound 
io do so strictly, for if they are not 
trict the people will set it at nought ; 
mut, on the other hand, the Court could 
lo no harm by exercising mercy, for with- 
nut clemency the quality of regard for 
1uman life cannot be developed. Murder 
vith intent and murder committed in the 
‘ourse of a fight are not identical, and yet 
f the latter crime be transferred to the 
hih category, (beyond reprieve), it will be 
constantly argued that the crime is nearly 
dentical with intentional homicide. Now, 
he word ‘‘ nearly ” implies a doubt, and if 
, doubt exists whether it is intentional 
‘iomicide or not, does not the principle 
ff “clemency in cases of doubt” closely 
pply to such an instance? Again, resist- 
nce to his captors on the part of a thief 
© a robber is a grave offence, and yet 
t may happen that, resistance does not 
nd in homicide, or that, although murder 
3 committed, it is not the particular in- 
ividual under sentence who actually did 
he deed, but some one else, and yet he is 
entenced to death as a warning to others. 
Vhen, therefore, criminals of the two 
ategories instanced above are punished in 
he same manner as those who have actu- 
lly committed murder in resisting their 
aptors, is it not the case that different 
rimes are punished in the same way? 
‘he above example will serve as an 
lustration for numerous other instances. 
‘he memorialist then launches, after his 
sual style, into an elaborate disquisition 
suched in the most ornate language upon 
ae necessity of tempering justice with 
tercy, and calls upon His Majesty to 
sercise the Imperial prerogative of leniency 
henever this can be reasonably done. To 
1is end he would suggest a closer personal 
rutiny of the condemned lists sent up 
‘om the provinces, that, in all cases where 
1ere is the slightest room for doubt, the 
nperial clemency may be exercised. (For 
scree in answer to this memorial see 
azette of 29th October). 

November 16th.—(1) The Court of Cen- 
rs reports the receipt of a petition from 
ie gentry of the Chia-ting and Pao-shan 
istricts in Kiangsu, praying for a release 
om a burden of excessive assessment for 
1e tribute grain tax, which, though reduced 
1 other districts in the province, has not 
xen lowered in the two in question. (For 
immary of this eomplaint see decree of 1st 


ov. 

oD A long memorial from Li Hung-chang 
porting the rehearing of an appeal case, 
1e details of which are exceptionally un- 
teresting. 
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(3) The same officer prays that permission 
may be granted to Mu Shéng-wu, Prefect 
of Tientsin, to erect an honorary portal to 
his deceased father and his mother, the 
latter of whom had subscribed Tls. 2,000 
to the Chihli Famine Fund.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) A similar application made on behalf 
of the late Ko Chi-jung, a Sub-Prefect in 
Shansi, who contributed a like amount, is 
also granted. 

November 17th.—(1) A decree dismissing 
a complaint preferred by the Censor Téng 
Ch’ing-lin to the effect that proper dis- 
crimination was not exercised in the dis- 
tribution of relief amongst the villages in 
the Shun-t’ien prefecture. The Governor- 
General of Chihli and the Prefect of Shun- 
tien having been called upon for an 
explanation, the former now reports that 
the distribution of relief in the dis- 
tricts in question was made after personal 
inspection by officers specially appointed 
for the purpose, and due consideration 
was paid to the relative distress in different 
villages, as well as the number to be 
relieved. Each department and district 
was allotted 2,000 piculs. 

(2) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Board of Revenue 
reporting that a weiyuan in charge of cop- 
per had sent in a petition to the effect that 
the clerks of the Board had endeavoured 
to extort money from him and place diffi- 
culties in the way of the delivery of his 
copper ; he therefore prayed that a decree 
might be applied for ordering an enquiry 
to be held. The weiyuan charges the clerks 
with endeavouring to force him to sell 
some of the copper in his charge. If this 
be actually the case it is a most audacious 
proceeding, which must be sifted to the 
bottom. One of the individuals named in 
the petition is to be arrested by the metro- 
politan executive, and the weityuan, who is 
either at Tientsin or in the capital, is to be 
sent to the Board to await examination, 
The copper is to be delivered to the proper 
oftice without the slightest delay. 

No other documents of importance. 

November 18th.—(1) Twenty-three pages 
of this day’s Gazette are occupied with a 
list of officers and the rewards respectively 
conferred on them for their exertions in 
connection with the construction of the 
Mausoleum of the senior Empress Regent. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that a maniac, 
who murdered twelve persons and wounded 
some four or five others, has been sentenced 
to decapitation. A fit came on him while 
his guardians were absent, and he went out 
into the village armed with a chopper, en- 
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tering the house of one Wén Lien-chung, 
nearly all the inmates of which he appears 
to have murdered. The man, who was 
somewhat injured during his capture, was 
locked up and tended until his wounds 
were well, but nothing could be got out of 
him, for he remained with staring eyes and 
mouth agape, giving incoherent and irrele- 
vant answers to the questions put to him. 

No other documents of importance. 

November 19th.—(1) 800 piculs of rice 
are granted from the Imperial granaries at 
T’ung-chow, for the use of the soup kitchens 
in that place, at the request of the Super- 
intendents of the Granaries and the Gov- 
ernor of Shun-t’ien. 

(2) A long decree, occupying nine pages 
of the Gazette, containing the names of a 
number of officers upon whom rewards are 
conferred for their exertion in connection 
with the construction of the P’u-hsiang-yi, 
or Mausoleum for the junior Empress Regent. 

(3) Wang Ssii-yi, Governor ad interim 
of Shénsi, requests the bestowal of a me- 
morial board upon a temple to Chu Ko- 
liang, a statesman of the Han dynasty, to 
whom prayers for rain have constantly 
been attended with favourable results.— 
’ Granted by earlier decree. 

(4) Wén Pin, Director-General of Grain 
Transport, reports the receipt of the follow- 
ing petition from Fang Chiin-shih, Taotai 
of the Chao-yang-lo circuit in Kuangtung, 
who was on his way to the capital to be 

resented at Court, at the conclusion of 

is term of oftice, having obtained a high 
recommendation from his provincial chiefs. 
He was furnished with the necessary papers 
in the month of May last, and started 
for Peking, accompanied by his mother, 
an infirm and aged lady, eighty-one years 
old, who had lived with him at his late 
post. The fatigues of the northward 
journey had a visible effect upon her 
health. and she became so much worse 
that it was impossible to leave her. The 
writer was her only son, and it became 
therefore legally incumbent upon him to 
minister to her wants until the end came. 
He therefore prayed that the memorialist 
would apply to His Majesty for permission 
to vacate his post. He further stated that 
his post was not in the gift of the Board, 
but of the provincial Government. The 
memorialist supports the application, which 
is referred to the Board of Civil Office. 

(5) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the period of ‘‘ Hoar Frost” has 
by without any mishap to the works on 
either bank of the Yellow River. His 
memorial is full of minor details and con- 
tains a list of names, measurements, &c., 
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which are far from interesting. (For decree 
see Gazette of 31st Oct.) 

(6) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan, Military 
Governor of Shéng-king, reporting the 
arrival of a fresh draft of troops, ninety- 
three in all, from Héh Lung-kiang, to take 
the place of ninety-four officers and men 
who had been sent back on account of age, 
sickness, or infirmities. The new men aro 
found on inspection to be strong and robust 
and are well mounted. They have been 
drafted accordingly into the Héh Lung. 
kiang regiment. 

November 20th._({1) A Decree. Some 
time since, Wang Hsien-ch’ien, Reader of 
the Han-lin, prayed that in consideration 
of the grave nature of the offences of Hsi 
Chih-ming, late Governor of Yiinnan, who 
was dismissed the public service, his official 
titles might be recalled, and his son might 
be forbidden to enter on an official career 
or present himself as a competitor at the 
examinations. We thereupon directed Liu, 
Ch’ang-yu, Tu Jui-lin and Ts’en Yii-ying, 
to make careful enquiries into the nature 
of the offences committed by Hsii Chihg 
ming, as set forth by the Reader in ques. 
tion. They now respectively report that 
the facts in the main correspond with a 
chargesmade. Hsii Chih-ming wasentrus 
with the charge of the frontier province, and 
when the Mahommedan rebellion broke ie 
in Yiinnan he was without any plans for itd 
suppression, and displayed cowardice, timid- 
ity and incapacity. His offence thereford 
was without excuse. As r the mur 
der of Téng Erh-héng, Governor of Shénsi 
(while on his way from Yiinnan to his nee 
post, the circumstances of the outrage we: 
enquired into at the time by P’an To, 
acting Governor-General of Yiin Kuei, 
as the result, the Colonel Ho Yu-pao 
others were decapitated, [the fact bei 
established that] Hsii Chih-mei did n 
instigate the murder. With regard to 
charge that Hsii Chih-ming tried to m 
terms for Ma Jung, a rebel chief, th 
former did, in effect, disguise himself and 
go to Ts’én Yii-ying’s camp.to consult hia# 
upon this matter. Ts’én Yii-ying, however, 
was all for advancing against the rebels, and 
Hsii Chih-ming then considered with | 





a plan of attack and defence which resul 
in the restoration of order at the provinci 
capital ; it was not of his own free will t 
he favoured the rebels. Hsii Chih-ming 
having already been cashiered, there is n& 
occasion to consider the request of W: 
Hsien-ch’ien that his son shall be prohibited. 
from entering on an official career or pre 
senting himself as a candidate at the 
examinations. | 
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2) A decree ordering that Pao Lung- 
un, an expectant Colonel in the Liang 
ang provinces, be banished to the Amur 
1 put to laborious and painful duties. 
© officer in question has been denounced 
Shén Pao-chéng for sleeping with, and 
ding in, prostitutes ; also with having 
ited people to litigation. : 
3) The Grand Council had the honor to 
eive a verbal command from the Throne 
the effect that there need be no attend- 
se at Court on the 22nd and 23rd inst. 
e latter date being the birthday of the 
ior Empress Regent. ) 
4) T’u Tsung-ying, Governor of Honan, 
scribes at great length the escape of a 
minal under sentence of death from the 
son at K’ai-féng Fu, and his subsequent 
‘apture in Huai-ning Hsien. 
5) Tu Jui-lien, Governor of YViinnan, 
vorts the suicide of an expectant sub- 
efect at Lin-an in that province, under 
cumstances detailed in an earlier decree. 


November 21st.—(1) Yiin Tsu-yi el 
| iG. is appointed Grain Taotai of Ché- 


ing. 
2) Yi Ching-ngo and other metropolitan 
nsors make their annual application for 
rant of money from the interest, or the 
ited funds of the office of the Imperial 
yusehold, for the purchase of wadded 
‘kets for the indigent poor. The annual 
wnt used to be Tls. 3,600, but in the year 
34 cash payments were substituted, and 
> sum then allotted was 7,200 strings. 
was found, however, that this amount 
the rate of exchange prevailing, did not 
wesent the weight of silver allotted, and 
the application of a Censor in the year 
32 silver payments were resumed. The 
morialists pray that in accordance with 
s final arrangement, the office of the 
perial Household may be ordered to 
ue to them the sum of Tis. 3,600. 
ranted by decree of 5th November.) 

3) The only other document of import- 
xe in this day’s Gazette is a long memo- 
lfrom Tu Jui-lien, Governor of Yiinnan, 
rorting the result of his investigation 
a charge and countercharge brought by 
Salt Inspector against a sub-Prefect, and 
» sub-Prefect against the Salt Inspector. 
e details are uninteresting. 

November 22nd.—({1) A Decree. Some 
1e since the Censor K’ung Hsien-chiieh 
vorted that one Hsieh Tuan, a notable 
Yii-yao Hsien, in Ché-kiang, and his 
phew Hsieh Hai-ngén had arrogated to 
mselves the control of a whole district 
ihad committed all sorts of villanies ; 
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that an accusation having been brought 
against them, a wei-yuan was sent to Hsieh 
Hsi-ngén’s house, where he discovered 
foreign muskets, and iron and _ brass 
ordnance to the number of at least a 
thousand ; that Kao T'ung, the Magistrate 
of the district had been bribed to hide 
away Hsieh MHsi-ngén; that these no- 
tables had taken possession of a sand 
flat, &c., &c. Mei Ch’in-chao was 
thereupon instructed to enquire into the 
matter, and he now reports that this case 
was brought to his notice before the receipt 
of the decree, and that a wei-yuan was 
sent privately to Hsieh Hasi-ngén’s house 
to make enquiries. where he discovered 
some twenty or more pieces of old iron 
ordnance, foreign muskets, &c., besides a 
a large number of iron spears, which Hsieh 
Ching-tséng, Hsieh Hsi-ngén’s brother, 
had obtained for the train bands organised 
by him and failed to return [when they 
were no longer wanted.] On the receipt 
of His Majesty’s instructions further en- 
quiries were made, and it was found 
that Hsieh MHsi-ngén had not taken 
possession of a sand-flat and brought it 
under cultivation; neither had he forced 
people to commit suicide, nor carried 
off women and girls. Nor had the Magis- 
trate of Yii-yao accepted bribes for the 
 Sdgaeatin of the individuals in question. 

e command Mei Ch’i-chao and T’an 
Chung-lin (his successor) to sift this matter 
to the bottom. When the people are sup- 
plied with arms they should return them 
as soon as the occasion for which they were 
required has passed away, as it is possible 
that similar instances of a failure to do so 
exist in other provinces. We hereby com- 
mand Tartar Generals, Governors-General 
and Governors to instruct their subordinates 
to issue proclamations everywhere to that 
effect. 

November 23rd.—(1) Memorial from 
Jung-lu, General Commandant of the Gen- 
darmerie in Peking, and his colleagues. 
On the 29th of October the Grand Council 
communicated to memorialists the follow- 
ing decree :—‘‘ A certain person has re- 
ported to Us that he has heard that Ying- 
p'u, Grain Intendant in Kiangsu, surrep- 
titiously visits the capital every year when 
he accompanies the tribute grain north- 
wards, and holds theatrical representations 
in his private abode, giving entertainments 
as well to his friends, and only returning 
to his province in the early part of Novem- 
ber. Secondly, that when he visits Shang- 
hai to take delivery of the rice he goes 
about in pursuit of unlawful pleasure 
in a small chair dressed in plain clothes. 
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Thirdly, that he makes his underlings 
supply him with funds for his journey 
northwards from the public purse, and has 
drawn money from the Government funds 
for the erection of a theatrical stage, 
nominally for purposes of religious worship, 
which, however, he has removed to his 
private dwelling and uses for his own 
amusement. Fourthly, that he has opened 
Banks at Shanghai, Tientsin, and Peking 
under the style Sung Shéng-chang in which 
he deposits Government money at interest. 
Fifthly, that he takes a discount off the pay 
of his subordinates ; and, lastly, that he has 
opened a jeweller’s shop in Peking under 
the style ‘‘ Yi Féng.” The metropolitan 
executive, Li Hung-chang, Shén Pao- 
chéng, and Wu Yuan-ping are called upon 
to enquire into the various charges above 
set forth, and to report to Us.” 

The memorialists at once took counsel 
together, and beg to report, as the result 
of the steps they thereupon took, that the 
*“Sung Shéng Chang” Bank, situated in 
street number 10 off the ‘‘ grass market,” 
is in the southern division of the metro- 
polis ; and that the ‘‘ Yii Kéng” jeweller’s 
shop is in the western ‘‘ Precious stone 
market” which lies in the central division. 
[The necessary notices having being given], 
the Censor of the southern division wrote 
in the due course to say that he had given 
secret orders to his Police Master to send 
for the manager of the “Sung Shéng 
Ch’ang” Bank, who stated in answer to 
questions put to him that the establishment 
was conducted with a capital of Tls. 40,000, 
half of which was contributed by Ch’eng 
Haii, and the other half by Ying P’u. The 
bank was opened in March last, and he was 
offered the managership by Ch’éng Hsaii. 
These same partners opened banks under 
the same style at Tientsin and Shanghai, 
but he could not say from whence the capital 
came. Ying P’u had come to Peking in 
May, and was living in his own house in the 
4th lane from the ‘‘quadruple arch,” where 
he still was. Ch’éng Hsii was living in the 
*¢ Sung Shéng Ch’ang” Bank at Shanghai. 
A bond was taken from deponent to the 
effect that he would not venture to invent 
such a story, and this bond was put on 
record. The Censor for the Central divi- 
sion next wrote saying that he had given 
private orders to his Police Magistrate to 
go in person to the ‘“Yii Féng” jewel shop 
and order the manager to present himself 
for examination. He did so, and the 
manager gave evidence to the effect that he 
had purchased the honorary rank of a Fin- 
ancial Commissioner, and had invested 
Tis. 4,000 in company with Ying P’u and 
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three others, each of whom contributed 
the same amount, in the establishment of a 
shop for the sale of jewels, which they 
opened in the ‘‘Precious Stone Market” 
in November, 1877, giving it the sty 
of ‘Yi Féng.” He and another m 
acted as managers, and the capital was 
divided into ten shares, which wer 
distributed equally amongst the proprie, 
tors. Ying P’u was, the manager 
mitted, one of the partners, but he 
not deposited any of the grain transpo 
funds in the shop at interest, neither wen 
there any establishments of the same nama 
at Tientsin, Shanghai, or elsewhere. Hg 
could not say whether or no Ying P’u wa 
in Peking. The memorialist Yung Lu they 
sent a Secretary, as did also Wan Ch’ing-li 
Governor of Shun-t’ien, to the two esta 
lishments in question to make enquiri 
and similar answers were obtained to to 
detailed above, showing conclusively t 
Ying P’u is, in effect, the proprietor of tha 
establishments in question. 
As regards the charge brought agains 
the said Intendant that he did surreptiti 
ously come to Peking, hold theatri 
representations, and give dinners in hii 
private house ; also that he made a theatri 
stage and removed it to Peking for hi 
own use, the memorialists have to repo 
that Ying P’u resides in the third |, 
from the “‘ quadruple archway.’’ The m 
morialists, to wit, Your Majesty’s servan 
Jung Lu, Ch’ung Li, Wén Hsiu, Li 
Chao-huang, and Kuo Tsung-chii, wen! 
in person to his private dwelling ho 
to make enquiries. The servants inform 
them that their master, being ill, h 
applied for leave from the Yamén of t 
Imperial Granaries in August last, sendi 
a similar application to the Governor 
Kiangsu. He was suffering at the pre 
time from a malarious complaint, and 
in the house, but was unable to rise. U 
being asked whether there was a theatri 
stage on the premises, the servants sta! 
that there was one in the Eastern Court 
The memorialists accordingly went to im 
spect it, and they found a covered mal 
erection to the north of which was 4 
storied building of three chien, and i 





















theatrical performances. Everything 
in confusion, and dust was everywh 
accumulated. After this inspection 
servants were minutely interrogated, 
they stated that their master had mov 
into this house some ten years ago, 
that the stage was put up by a Peki 
builder at the time of his removal. Th 
next person interrogated was the head 
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.e *Sstii Hsi” theatrical company, who 
yposed that he had played for two 
vys in Ying P’u’s house in September, 
477, and that the stage, which he de- 
ribed minutely, had been put up by Ying 
‘ua himself and was different to any 
2king stage. The Ying family had not 
nt for the ‘‘Sstt Hsi” company in the 
onth of October last, but he had heard 
at upon the occasion in question certain 
tors had been called in without dresses 
‘stage appliances, supplies of all which 
2re possessed by the family. A member 
the ‘‘ Yung Shéng-kuéi troupe was next 
‘amined, and he deposed that he had 
‘en summoned to act at Ying P’u’s house 
1 the evening of the 18th October without 
usic. There still remain the charges 
‘ainst the said Taotai with regard to his 
ings in Shanghai, putting out of public 
onies at interest, and squeezing of his 
ibordinates, to be investigated, but these 
ust be left to Li Hung-chang and Wu 
uan-ping. (For decree see Guzette of 5th 
ovembery. 


November 24th. —(1) Ts’ao Ping-ché 


Fa ty is appointed Taotai of Lan-chow 


. Kansu. 

(2) Memorial from Lin Shu, Vice Pre- 
dent of the Board of Ceremonies, and 
apervisor on the occasion of the recent 
iaminations for the degree of chi jén in 
eking. The Supervisor is supplied with 
seal which is aftixed to the paper of the 
ndidates to avoid possibility of fraud, 
ie seal being sent to him in the examina- 
on enclosure by the Governor of Shun- 
‘en, and returned by the Supervisor to 
iat officer at the conclusion of the exam- 
ations. The usual course was followed 
iis year at the first set of examinations 
r ordinary candidates, but at that for 
‘anchus passing in the language of their 
vn race, the seal was not sent to him, as 
fore, by the Governor of Shun-t’ien, and 
was only after writing and applying for 
himself that it was sent a day after he 
id entered the enclosure. Fortunately, 
sogress of the examination was not hin- 
2xred by this delay. On enquiry into the 
wuuse he was informed by letter from the 
overnor of Shun-t’ien that there was 
othing in his records to show that it 
as the duty of the Governor of Shun- 
ien to apply to the Board of Ceremonies 
wr the seal in question and send it to the 
xamination Hall on the occasion of the 
fanchu Examination, this duty being, 
3 far as he was concerned, confined to the 
cdinary literary examination. It was fur- 
ier explained to the memorialist by the 
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wei-yuan, who eventually brought the seal, 
that it had hitherto been the custom for one 
of the departments in the enclosure to send 
a written memo with a wei-ywan to the 
Board of Ceremonies applying for the seal 
as soon as the Supervisor had descended 
from his horse, the seal being returned by 
the same department when the result of the 
examination was announced ; throwing the 
blame, in short, upon the proctors, The 
memurialist then gave orders for the exam- 
ination records to be carefully inspected, 
but no record of the process detailed by 
the wet yuan could be discovered, and sub- 
sequent enquiry disclosed the fact that the 
procedure on each occasion had been most 
irregular, sometimes one course being 
adopted and sometimes another. As this 
irregularity is very apt to occasion delays 
and mistakes, he would suggest the pro- 
priety of issuing explicit regulations on the 
subject. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang provinces and the Governor of 
Kuang-tung submit a list of agents in the 
latter province for the collection of con- 
tributions towards the Shansi Famine Fund, 
for whom rewards are solicited. The 
amouut collected in Kwangtung from the 
1st of June, 1878, to the end of April this 
year, when the purchase system was abo- 
lished, was Ts. 446,100. 

November 25th.—(1) Memorial from 
Wén Hui, President of the Board of 
Punishments, and his colleagues, reporting 
the existence of a diversity of opinion 
amongst them as to the penalties attaching 
to murder when the victim comes within the 
prescribed limits of relationship. Amongst 
the cases included in the condemned lists 
sent up this autumn for revision was that 
of Li Chin-mu, who had murdered a child 
for the sake of plunder, and was condemned 
to death by the provincial authorities after 
the usual period of incarceration. Chung 
P’ei-hsien, Director of the Imperial Stud 
Court, then objected to the sentence on 
the ground that no punishment was severe 
enough for so great a crime, and the case 
was sent back to the Board, by Imperial 
decree, for reconsideration, when the sent- 
ence was changed to condemnation without 
possibility of reprieve. At the time, how- 
ever, Ch’ien Pao-lien, Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board, was in the examination 
enclosure, and when he came vut he objected 
to the decision on the ground that in con- 
demning Li Chin-mu to decapitation 
after the usual term of imprisonment—the 
sentence which was in the first instance 
passed upon him—the law had been con- 
strued in its strictest sense, and it was not 
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right to cut him off from reprieve as had 
been done at the autumn revision. He 
represented these views to His Majesty, 
who issued a further decree directing the 
Board to consider a suggestion submitted 
by Ch’ien Pao-lien that a special law should 
be made to meet cases of this description. 
This question will form the subject of a 
separate memorial. The memorialists have 
further to state that they propose to atlix 
the ‘‘circle’” to the name of Li Chin-mu 
this day, ordering the sentence of death to 
be carried out, unless it is His Majesty’s 
wish that the issue of this warrant be de- 
layed until the Imperial commission of 
enquiry shall have been held. Ch’ien Pao- 
lien being a dissentient, his name, as is cus- 
tomary, is not appended to this memorial. 
(2) The Court of Censors report the re- 
ceipt of a petition from one Hsieh Fa, a 
native of Chang-chow in Fuh-kien, who 


complains that his cousin had an ox which | 


through inadvertence was allowed to eat 
some grass belonging to one Kao, who 
seized the animal in consequence and car- 
ried it off. His cousin’s wife and son tried 
to prevent Kao from doing sv, whereupon 
he attacked them and severely wounded 
them. A complaint was brought against 
them at the Magistracy, but Kao and his 
accomplices having come to an under- 
standing with the underlings were released 
on bail, and then made a raid on peti- 
tioner’s house, driving his wife and children 
out of doors and plundering the place of 
everything they could find. They also 
carried off petitioner’s cousin and gouged 
out both his eyes, so injuring him that he 
died soon afterwards. Applications for 
redress to the Prefect, Taotai and high 
authorities resulted only in a reference to 
the Magistrate, who ignored the orders of 
his superiors, and petitioner, despairing at 
last of getting justice done, appealed to 
Peking. Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) A memorial from Hsi Chén, Asso- 
ciate-President of the Censorate, reporting 
the result of a survey of certain repairs 
reported as necessary at the Hastern Man- 
solea. (For decree see Gazette of 12th 
November, etc.) 

November 26th.—(1) Yii Lu, Governor 
of An-hui, reports his return to the pro- 
vince and the resumption of his official 
duties. He expresses his unbounded grati- 
tude for the heavenly bounty that accorded 
him such numerous audiences, at which he 
received counsel and instruction on every 
possible subject. Fearing that the land 
journey might entail numerous delays, he 
took steamer at Tientsin, reaching the 
capital of An-hui on the 6th of October. 
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(2) With the exception of formal memo- 
rials from the officers of the Provisional Goy- 
ernment of An-hui reporting the resumption 
of the duties of their respective posts, the re- 
mainder of this day’s Gazette is occupied with 
a long memorial from Ch’i Yuan and En 
Fu, Military and Civil Governors of Shéng 
King, reporting the rehearing of an appeal 
case. ‘Ihe facts elicited at the trial are 
summarised as follows :—Chén Té-fa, a 
native of Shantung, who was employed as 
a servant in the house of one Yang in the 
town of Hsing Ching, spent an evening at 
the close of the year 1858 with some other 
men Ma Shih-fu, his employer, and others 
in gambling, and Ma rose a loser of 27 
strings of cash, which he promised to pay) 
to the winner, Yang Yii-chu, at a later 
date. Some three days later Yang claimed 
payment of the debt from him, but Ma: 
put him off with excuses, and they parted, 
after some words had passed between 
them. Yang went again to Ma’s house 
the following evening to dun him cnee 
more for the money, and invited Chén Te- 
fu and another man to go with him. Chen 
Té-fu, it so happened, had a gun in lis 
hand as he was going out shooting pheasants, 
so he took it with him to Ma’s house. On 
reaching Ma’s house, Yang repeated his 
demand for payment of the debt, and on 
Ma replying that he had no money to pay 
him with, he was met with a volley of abuse 
which he returned, and finally rushed into 
the house and brought out a sword with, 
which he rushed at Yang. Yang, seeing 
that he meant mischief, called out to Sa 
Té-fu to let off his gun and frighten 
Ma, which Chén did. Unfortunately, 
a man called Wan, who was in the house’ 
came out just at this moment with the 
intention of acting as peacemaker, and the 
charge of shot hit him in the face and 
breast, and killed him then and there. 
The case being one of accidental homicide, 
Chén Té-fu, in accordance with the lav, 
was condemned to banishment to a distance 
of 3,000 li, but while he was in prison 
awaiting the reply of the Board approving 
the sentence and signifying the place to 
which he should be banished, he managed 
to make his escape, and has not since been 
captured. The son of the deceased, rely- 
ing on the fact that there were no wit 
nesses to refute his statement, then laid 
a complaint at the Censorate to the effect 
that his father was killed by Yang Yii-cha 
in the course of an attempt to break into 
the house which was resisted by the de 
ceased. When, however, the case came o2 
for rehearing in accordance with a decree t¢ 
that effect, the petitioner ran away and 35 
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owhere to be found, which is sufficient 
roof of the falsity of his charges. 
November 27th.—(1) Postscript memo- 
ial from Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General of 
he Two Kiang Provinees. Some time since, 
th’én Lan-pin, the high officer sent as 
mvoy to America and Peru, applied to 
lis Majesty for permission to take abroad 
tith him Chén Kuei-shih, Manager of the 
‘oundling Hospital at Canton, and expect- 
ut Taotai. Subsequently, Ch’én Kuei- 
aih being required to assist the local 
uthorities in the distribution of the relief 
) be issued to the sufferers by flood in the 
istricts of Ying-fé and Ch’ing-yuan, as 
‘ell as to those who had met with loss 
‘om the tornado outside the western gate 
f the city of Canton, the memorialist, in 
mjunction with Chang Chao-tung, the 
ite Governor, memorialised His Majesty 
xquesting permission to detain Ch’én 
‘uei-shih in Kuangtung until he had re- 
orted the conclusion of his labours in 
mnection with the promotion of con- 
tibutions and the issue of relief. He 
‘ould then be directed to go abroad, and 
lace himself at the disposal of Ch’én Lan- 
in. A decree was received sanctioning 
lis request, and directing the Yamén con- 
2rmed ta take note of the arrangements. 
. copy of this decree was reverentially 
iade and forwarded to Ch’én Lan-pin. 
h’én Shih-chieh having at length reported 
1e conclusion of his labours in connection 
ith the distribution of relief in the Canton 
rovince, and promotion of contributions 
owards that object, as well as all other 
iatters he had in hand, had, he stated, in 
»mpliance with regulations, reported the 
mount of his contributions, and been ap- 
vinted to do duty in the province of 
hihli. He begged that Ch’én Lan-pin 
iight.’ be written to, to know if he was 
ill required to go abroad and place him- 
:If in the Minister’s disposal. Ch’én Lan- 
in was accordingly communicated with, 
ud he now states in reply that, having 
een a year abroad, he has already ap- 
vinted persons to the various posts of 
iplomatic Secretaries, Consuls-General, 
cc. Ch’én Kuei-shih having now been 
ppointed, as a reward for the contribu- 
ons raised by him,. to serve in the pro- 
ince of Chihli, he should be told that 
aere was no occasion for him to go abroad. 
nstructions to this effect have accordingly 
een given to Ch’én Kuei-shih, and ‘it is 
arther the duty of memorialists to report 
le matter to- His Majesty. The Grand 
touncil were honored with the following 
tescript :—‘‘ Let the proper Yamén take 
ole.” 
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November 28th.—(1) We noticed yes- 
terday that Hu Tu-li, Director of the Grand 
Court of Revision, was broken down 
with age.—Let him rétire with his full 
rank. : 

(2) Postscript memorial from Wén-pin, 
Director-General of Grain Transport. He 
is in receipt of a communication from the 
Board of Revenue to the effect that, as 
Shih Chia-ch’iao and Ta Li-miao, where 
some of the grain junks met with mishaps, 
are not included in the list of dangerous 
places given in the ‘‘ Handbook to the 
grain transport system,” it was not right 
that the names of the officers concerned in 
these accidents should not be given in. 
The memorialist would humbly observe with 
reference to this criticism that the Huang 
Ho used to be crossed in the Kiangnan 
province, but it is now in Shantung that 
the passage has to be effected. The places 
therefore that used to be characterised as 
dangerous do not coincide with those of 
a similar description at the present day, 
while the point at which the Yellow River 
crosses ‘the Grand Canal is materially dif- 
ferent in its conditions from that of other 
parts of the route, for while the advance of 
vessels in this portion is attended with many 
difficulties, there is no safe anchorage, and 
as the freshets only last a few days, the 
slightest delay results in the grounding 
of the vessels, which become high and 
dry and crack, the danger from these 
latter contingencies being greater than that 
from wind. On the 17th of July, a sudden 
and violent gale was encountered at Pa-li 
Miao, accompanied by heavy rain, which 
damaged two of the junks; and, ten days 
later, when the fleet were entering the 
northern division of the Canal, where the 
current was very strong, one of them 
struck upon some sunken piles in the bed 
of the stream. The greater portion of the 
grain she carried was got out, only some 
300 piculs being damaged by the water, 
and even this small quantity was at once 
dried in the sun, so that it’ was none the 
worse for the wetting. The officers in 
charge of the boats used every effort to 
save them, regardless of personal danger, 
and rescued the grain from a predicament 
which human skill could not prevent. As 
the accident was not, therefore, the result 
of carelessness, the memorialist would im- 
plore His Majesty not to insist upon their 
names being given up. 

(3) Memorial from Ho Ching, Governor- 
General of Min Ché. The memorialist has 
already reported to His Majesty the illness 
of Wén Chéng, Chief Examiner at the 
Hsiang Shih examinations for Fuhkien, and 
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his removal from the inclosure. After the 
disposal of the examiner in a temporary 
lodging, the memorialist directed the Pro- 
vincial Commissioners to provide him at 
once with medical attendance, and further 
instructed the Financial Commissioner to 
see to him trom time to time. After re- 
peated consumption of the correct remedies, 
he seemed to be more comfortable, but 
continued to lose his reason at intervals. 
The memorialist went to see him, and in 
his periods of semi-consciousness he ex- 
pressed alarm lest his aged mother should 
suffer increased anxiety when she heard 
that he was unwell, the thought ap- 
parently so adding to the confusion of 
his mind that he could not control him- 
self, and displayed an impetuous longing 
to set out on his journey ‘homeward. 
He continued in this condition day 
by day, and memorialist endeavoured to 
console him; but, while he appeared to 
appreciate the arguments he pressed upon 
him, he continued to lose for the most part 
the mastery over his words. The doctors 
said that he was suffering from fever, a com- 
plaint for which the climate of Fuhkien 
was unfavourable, the more so that the 
constitution of northern and southern men 
was very different, and that recovery would 
be a question of time. In view of the fact 
that Wén Chéng was not accustomed to the 
climate, the memorialist came to the con- 
clusion that he had better return to Peking 
at once, where hecould recover at his leisure; 
but as the journey by Government stages 
would be attended with numerous incon- 
veniences to a man in his condition, the 
memorialist decided, after consultation 
with the Literary Chancellor and the Finan- 
cial Commissioner, to send him in one of 
the steamers of the Arsenal to Shanghai, 
from whence he could be conveyed in one 
of the vessels of the China Merchants’ 
Co., to Tientsin. Once at Tientsin he 
would be only a few days’ journey from 
Peking, which he ought to reach in less 
than a fortnight from Foochow. It is pro- 
posed that he shall Jeave on the 20th of 
October, and an Expectant Sub-prefect, with 
an orderly officer, has been deputed to take 
charge of him on the voyage. —Rescript : 
Noted. 

November 29th.—(1) By an act of special 
grace, P’an Tsu-yin, President of the Board 
of Punishments, T’ung Hua, President of 
the Court of Censors, and Hsi Sa-pen, 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Plain 
Red Banner Corps, are permitted to ride 
in the precincts of the ‘‘ Forbidden City.” 

(2) A decree calling upon the Governor- 
General of Chihli and the Governor of 
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Shun-t’ien to have careful surveys made of 
the embankments and other works in the 
eastern portion of the Shun-t’ien prefecture, 
and to put them in repair at Government 
expense wherever it may be found neces- 
sary. The decree is called forth by the 
representations of the Censor Fang Hsio- 
yen, who states that numerous portions of 
these embankments have carried away and 
flooded the fields of the people round, who 
are in such a state of poverty and distress 
that they have not the means to repair the 
breaches that have this year been caused 
by the heavy rains. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. When Wu K’o-tu, second-class 
Secretary of the Board of Civil Office, who 
was engaged on duty in connection with 
the ceremonies attendant on the Impe- 
rial obsequies, committed suicide after 
their conclusion, in the month of April 
last, in the Erh Yi Temple at BMa 
Shen ch’iao, in Chi Chow, he left 4 
secret memorial which was sent to the 
Board of Civil Office by the Governor 
of Shun-i’ien for presentation to His 
Majesty. In reply to this memorial a 
decree was received from Their Majesties 
the Empresses directing the Princes and 
Ministers of State to take the subject of 
his memorial into consideration and report. 
A further decree was subsequently issued, 
directing the Board to bestow upon him 
the posthumous honors allotted by law to 
officers of the 5th grade, in compassion for 
the outspokenness and single-minded loyalty 
that prompted his self-destruction. In 
reply to this decree the Board wrote in 
due course that they had decided that Wu 
K’o-fu should be granted a posthumous 
title, as well as money for his funeral ex- 
penses, and that his name should be enrol- 
led amongst the list of those in the temple 
of worthies to whom libations are offered. 
both at the scene of his death and 
at his native place. -The Prefect of Chi 
Chow now reports the receipt of a petition 
from a number of notables and gentry 
to the effect that the devotion to his 
country that promoted Wu K’o-fu to give 
his life in her cause had so called forth 
their respect and esteem that a subscrip- 
tion had been raised for the erection of 4 
temple to him in which his loyal spirt 
might find rest. They prayed therefore) 
that the necessary permission might now 
be obtained from His Majesty. —Granted 
by Reser ipt. ; 

(4) Postscript memorial from Li Huns: 
chang. Ch’en Ch’ing-tzi, an expectaut 
Prefect in Chihli, being connected by mar 
riage with Chou Heng-ch’i, was, on that | 
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ficer’s appointment to the post of Finan- 
ial Commissioner in the same province, 
bliged to withdraw, and so he purchased 
ermission to serve in Shantung instead. 
‘how Heng-ch’i being afterwards appointed 
tovernor of that province, Ch’én Ch’ing- 
ni had again to withdraw, and memorialist 
pplied to His Majesty for permission for 
im to return to Chihli and await promo- 
on there. The Board, however, objected, 
n the ground that he had abandoned 
nat province when he purchased his 
‘ansfer into Shantung, and that he ought 
ow to draw lots [with other expect- 
ots] for some other province adjoining 
hantung. The memorialist combats this 
bjection on the ground that precedents 
xist for the arrangement proposed, and 
hat it is in accordance with the law on the 
abject of ‘‘respectful withdrawal.” As 
he officer in question has served in various 
apacities in Chihli, and has always given 
satisfaction, being honest, sincere, intel- 
gent and capable, the, memorialist prays 
nat the record of his transfer to Shantung 
iay be cancelled, and that he may be per- 
litted to return to duty in Chihli.— 
tranted by Rescript. 

November 30th.—No documents of im- 
ortance. 
‘December 1st.—({1) A decree acknow- 
xdging receipt of a memorial from Mei 
thi-chao, ex-Governor of Chékiang, re- 
orting that one Shéng Ching, Salt 
ixaminer of the Ch’ing Ch’iian area in 
thékiang, has absconded with defalcations 
o the amount of over Tis. 1,700. The 
ficer in question, having served his full 
ime, should have presented himself at the 
toard to go through the formalities' neces- 
ary upon retiring from office. He failed 
»do so, and when payment of the arrears 
aferred to was demanded from him he 
isappeared. Orders are given for search 
> be made for him, and the amount of his 
efalcations recovered. 

(2) A decree directing the Censor Wén 
hing to be committed to the Board for 
1e determination of a penalty. The 
ficer in question was one of the comp- 
‘ollers of the outer precincts at the late 
xamination for the degree of military 
vi-jén, and through inadvertence he 
eglected to stamp one of the papers of the 
auididates with the mark ‘‘good.” This 
eglect is stigmatised as a gross piece of 
arelessness. 

(3) Memorial from Ching Lien, President 
f the Board of Revenue, and his colleagues. 
i Hung-chang having written to the 
‘oard some time since to inform them that 
ae first lot of the third instalment of 
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Yiinnan copper, weighing. 500,000 catties, 
had been despatched from Shanghai under 
the charge of a wei-yuan called Méng Yin- 
kuei on the 3rd of September last, they 
wrote on two occasions to the Gevernor- 
General requesting him to ascertain the 
date of the arrival of the copper at Tien- 
tsin, and to direct the wei-ywan to send it on 
to T’ung Chow with all despatch, to be 
handed over to the department that has 
charge of these matters. On the 7th Nov- 
ember Li Hung-chang wrote to say that this 
copper had arrived at Tientsin a month 
before, but as Méng Yin-kuei, the wei-yuan 
in charge, had gone on to Peking and had 
not returned, he, the Governor-General, 
had given orders for the copper to be packed, 
that it might be ready for transmission 
when the wei-ywan returned. The Board 
then again wrote to the Governor-General 
to enquire why Méng Yin-kuei had come to 
Peking, and to direct him to send on the 
copper immediately. On the 14th of Nov- 
ember Li Hung-chang replied that Méng 
Yin-kuei had given the following account 
of the cause of the delay :—He had shipped 
the copper on the 7th of September in one 
of the China Merchants’ Co.’s steamers at 
Shanghai, and on arrival at Tientsin he 
packed it all ready for prompt transmission 
to Peking. Being seized with ague, how- 
ever, and not being in a condition to go 
with it to the capital, he reported his sick- 
ness to the Governor-General of Yiin Kuei, 
and begged him to depute another officer 
to take his place, stating that the copper 
would remain in Tientsin until the arrival 
of his substitute. In reply, the Governor- 
General ordered him to take the copper on 
at once himself and not make specious 
excuses to evade the duty. He accordingly 
went to Peking, and, returning again to 
Tientsin, met with one Hsii Kuang-ti, the 
officer who had taken the second instalment 
of copper to Peking. On being consulted as 
to the steps to be taken in connection with 
the delivery of the copper, Hsii said that 
six or seven thousand taels would have to 
be spent in fees which must be got some- 
how out of the grant allowed. A few days 
later Méng went again to Peking to arrange 
about the transfer of his copper, and 
through the agency of a friend settled that 
it should be done for Tls. 2,500. In the 
meantime, however, Haii, who had followed 
him to Peking, induced the head clerk of 
the copper department, called the ‘‘ Pao 
Chiian-chii,” to revoke the arrangement he 
had already made. Méng was obliged there- 
fore to see the clerk, Huang An-chéng by 
name; who told him that a fee of Tis. 100 
per 10,000 catties of copper would be 
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required, and that he would accardingly 
have to pay him Tls. 3,300, as well as fees 
to other departments amounting in all to 
Tis. 8,000. The clerk refused to abate a 
fraction of the rate he had demanded, and 
finally recommended Méng to sell 20,000 
catties of the copper, the proceeds of which 
they could divide between them and so 
effect a compromise. On referring again to 
Hsii Kuang-hi, he offered similar advice, 
and Méng, being unable to hand over his 
copper on these terms, made a_ clean 
breast of it to Li Hung-chang and begged 
that he would grant him sick leave. 
The Governor-General acquainted the 
Board with the facts of the case, and begged 
them to enquire into the matter. The 
memorialists were astounded at the auda- 
city of the offence with which Hsii Kuang- 
ti and the head clerk were charged, and 
proceeded to make enquiries. They find 
no head clerk of the name of Huang An- 
ch’éng on the list of those employed at the 
‘** Pao-chiian-chii,” but there is one called 
Huang Yu-ch’ing, who may be the same indi- 
vidual, and they have directed the superin- 
tendent of the establishment to find out whe- 
ther or no this is the individual, as he may 
have assumed a fictitious name when deal- 
ing with Méng Yin-kuei, and to send him 
to the Board. They have further to pray 
that the metropolitan executive may be 
directed to arrest him if he be in hiding, 
as well as Hsii Kuang-ti above-mentioned ; 
also that the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang may be instructed to seize him in case 
he should be in Tientsin. Méng Yin-kuei 
will have to be confronted with these in- 
dividuals:in order to get at the truth of 
his accusation, but as he is still in charge 
of the copper at Tientsin, he should be 
called upon to bring it to Peking before 
presenting himself to be confronted with 
the other two. Officers will be sent to 
Tientsin to assist him in transporting the 
copper. (See Gazette of 17th November.) 
December 2nd.—(1) Memorial from Ting 
Pao-chéng, acting Governor-General of 
Szechuen. On the 30th of September he 
received a communication from the Grand 
Council forwarding an Imperial decree 
dated the 10th September, calling atten-. 
tion to a report that had reached His 
Majesty to the effect that Szechuen had 
been visited with an earthquake simul- 
taneously with that in Kansu, and demand- 
ing to be informed if this was the case, 
why the circumstance had not been re- 
ported by the Governor-General. As he 
perused this decree while kneeling on 
his knees, the memorialist was filled with 
unspeakable awe. He begs now to report 
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that at 4 a.m. on the Ist of July, the 
capital of Szechuen was visited by a slight 
shock of earthquake, which lasted only 
seven minutes, and did nothing more than 
cause the handles of the doors and hasps 
of cupboards to rattle slightly. The inajo- 
rity of the inhabitants of the city and its § 
environs did not perceive it at all. The 
memorialist, while sensible of the fact that 
although the earthquake in the provincial 
capital was slight, its occurrence was. after § 
all, a calamitous phenomenon, as he had § 
heard that other places were visited simul- 
taneously with the same shock, he thought 
it well to await the reports as to the actual & 
nature of the occurrence which would reach 
him from the various prefectures, depart- 
ments and districts, that he might be able to.§ 
lay a detailed report of the whole matter: 
before His Majesty. Szechuen being, how- 
ever, a province of such wide extent, i 
was not until the middle of July that thes 
reports began toarrive. From the ninetee 
prefectures, etc. of Ch’ung-k’ing, Sui-ting,; 
T’ung-ch’uan, Ya-chow, Kuei-chow, Chin 
chow, Tzu-t’ung, Lien-chow, Pa-chow, 
Chiang-yu, Chang-ming, Shih-ch’iian, P’iny 
wu, An-hsien, Mien-chu, Ho-chiang, Chi: 
chiang, Ho-chow, and Nan-ch’uan, lh 
learnt that slight shocks of earthquak 
were felt on the 29th of June and Ist of 
July, but that no damage was caused 
life or buildings. The Sub-prefect of Mien 
chow, however, reports that eight of the cr 
nellated battlements of the wall fell down; 
and, later, the authorities of Lang-chung,. 
Lo-chiang, P’ing-wu, Huang-yuan, Cha 
hua, Ts’ang-hsi and Chang-la respectively; 
reported that during the shocks of the 1st 
July the walls of Lang-chung stood firm 
but at places to the east of it walls fe 
here and there. At a place called Tzi 
wan, also, 120 li from P’ing-wu, som 
seventy feet of a cliff fell down buryi 
the hovels below it and’ crushing tw 
women. At some of the other towns abor 
mentioned cracks were made in the wall 
and battlements, and some ten or mora 
houses fell down, crushing two children, 
and at Chao-hua one woman was crush 
by a falling wall. At Nan-p’ing, how- 
ever, more serious accidents occurred, 
A large number of public offices an 
dwelling houses fell down, and the moat 
was blocked up by the débris of falle 
walls, causing an inundation that sub- 
merged a number of houses and entailed 
considerable loss of life. With the excep- 
tion of the disasters detailed above, no. 
reports of damage have been received. 
There still remains, however, Yu-yaug. 
Chow, from which no report has been 
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ceived, but as it takes three months for an 
iswer to come frdm this place, no report 
n arrive for some time. The reports 
mmarised above show that the earthquake 
s only been productive of serious damage 
Nan-p’ing, and as intelligence of the 
rious nature of the disaster at this place 
id reached the memorialist a fortnight 
ter the event, he sent a special officer 
the place before the official report 
ached him to ascertain the extent 
the damage and report thereon, that 
nds might be supplied for the relief 
the distress. No answer has as yet 
ached the memorialist. He is humbly 
opinion that in previous cases of 
nilar disasters it has been the rule to 
uit until reports as to the extent of the 
mage done have been received before 
emorialising His Majesty on the subject, 
id the delay that has occurred in report- 
g the present disaster is entirely owing 
the time that elapsed before the reports 
me in, and in no way attributable to a 
sh to conceal the facts from His Majesty. 
evertheless, it is the incapacity of the 
emorialist that has provoked the calamity, 
d he would therefore humbly implore 
is Majesty of His goodness summarily 
drive him out. The memorialist 
en turns abruptly to the question of 
‘in on salt, which he enters into with 
uch detail, though his statements contain 
tle of general interest. The memorial 
cupies the whole of this day’s Gazette, 
th the exception of a few pagés filled 
th formal announcements and reports. 
ee Gazette of 13th November.) 
December 3rd.—(1) A decree ordering 
e Proctors at the examination of Man- 
us in the language of their race for the 
gree of cht jén lately held at Foochow 
be committed to the Board for the 
termination of a penalty. Only nine 
ndidates having presented themselves, the 
amination should not have been held as 
e number was not sufficient, but, in 
fiance of the law on the subject, the 
‘octors opened the sealed envelopes con- 
ining the subjects for the examination, 
lich they proceeded to hold. As the 
pers of the candidates have been for- 
wded to the Board of Civil Office, they 
e ordered to look through them at the 
me time as the other papers, and are 
thorised to pass one individual if any of 
e papers are good enough to deserve a 
gree. It is to be understood, however, 
at this concession is not to afford a 
ecedent, and in future no examination 
to be held if the requisite number of 
ndidates fail to present themselves. 
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(2) A decree acknowledging a memorial 
from a Censor, who alleges that, in spite 
of the yellow proclamation announcing 
that the land tax would last year be re- 
mitted in various departments and districts 
in Chihli, this tax was nevertheless levied, 
and those for the second period of the year 
were further lumped with the taxes for the 
first period. He further expresses his con- 
viction that the same thing is certain to have 
occurred in other provinces. The high 
authorities concerned are directed to ascer- 
tain whether instances of so abominable a 
proceeding have occurred in their respective 
jurisdictions, and to denounce the authori- 
ties who have ventured to commit so gross 
an irregularity. They are further called 
upon to consider the advisability of adopt- 
ing a suggestion of the Censor that the 
yellow proclamations announcing the remis- 
sion of land tax shall be distributed by 
officers specially appointed for the purpose, 
who will personally see that they are 
posted up. 


(3) Chou Yui-ch’ing alsa (a is ap- 
pointed Director of the Imperial Banquet- 
ing Court. 

(4) Liu Shéng-tsao is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the Ta, Shun, Kuang 
circuit in Chihli. 

(5) A decree acknowledging a memorial 
from a censor who calls attention to the 
fact that a Sub-prefect by purchase who 
commenced life as a shop boy has, after 
holding some ten or more acting appoint- 
ments in the Shun-t’ien prefecture, opened 
some shops and inns in Ting Chow. He 
also neglected to report the fact of his 
marriage with the daughter of the Ma- 
gistrate of San-ho in the same prefecture, 
and when denounced for this omission last 
year by Chou Chia-mei, the late Governor, 
he feigned illness and obtained sick leave. 
When Chou Chia-mei vacated his post, this 
individual at once recovered, and is now 
acting as Magistrate of San-ho. Another 
acting official is also denounced for opening 
a tea hong, and in accordance with the 
Censor’s request a commission of high 
officers, with the Grand Secretary Shén 
Kuei-fén at their head, is ordered to in- 
vestigate the matter. 

December 4th.—With three unimportant 
exceptions, the whole of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with Memorials from the Prince 
of Tun and those associated with him in 
the supervision of the construction of the 
Mausolea for the Empresses Regent, 
soliciting the bestowal of honorary rewards 
on the officers who have been employed on 
this service. The decrees in answer to 


these memorials appear in the Gazette of 
the 18th and 19th Nov. 

December 5th.—(1) A decree ordering 
the bestowal of titles upon the various 
Gods of the Yellow River, through whose in- 
tercession dangers from inundation through 
the bursting of the banks of the Yellow 
and Ch’in rivers have been averted. 

(2) In consideration of the approaching 
cold weather the officers and men of the 
Banner and Chinese corps stationed in 
Peking are to receive one month’s pay and 
rations in addition to their usual allow- 
ances. 

(3) Two months’ extra pay and rations 
are granted on the same grounds to the 
Tsung shih or Imperial Clansmen, and 
Gioro, or collateral relatives of the Imperial 
House, the widows and orphans of this 
class having one month’s extra pay and 
rations bestowed upon them in addition to 
the grant of a mouth’s extra allowances 
already given. 

(4) Taels 50 per mensem are ordered to be 
issued from the Privy Purse to the officers 
engaged in the compilation of the ‘ Verita- 
ble Record” for the purchase of fuel, in 
addition to the wood and charcoal supplied 
them under the regulations. The issue of 
this special allowance is to continue during 
the 11th and 12th months of the present 
Chinese year, and the first month of the 
next. 

(5) A Decree. Some time since, Ngén 
Chéng and T’ung Hua, the High Com- 
missioners sent to Szechuen, complained 
that the Magistrate of Tung-hsiang had 
been dilatory in obeying the instructions 
that were sent him to send forward 
the witnesses in the case [of the riots 
of which this district was the scene.] 
We thereupon issued a Decree commit- 
ting the Magistrate in question to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 
and, in accordance with their suggestion, 
ordered his removal to another post. The 
Court of Censors now report that Lu Chao- 
lin, the Magistrate aforesaid, has complained 
to them of the injustice of his punishment, 
alleging that he has proofs to show that the 
witnesses demanded were sent forward 
by hin six days after the order for their 
transmission was received, and that he had 
been guilty of no delay whatsoever. We 
command Ting Pao-chéng to report whether 
or no these statements are true, and, in the 
event of the latter contingency, to explain 
where the delay occurred. 

(6) A Decree. The Court of Censors re- 
port that one Yang Ch’i-kuang, a Taotai 
on probation in Kiangsu, has applied for 
authority to open mines in the country, 
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with a view to enriching the revenues of 
theempire. Let the Board concerned take 
the matter into consideration and report. 
December 6th.—(1) A decree sanction- 
ing a request proffered through Ting 
Pao-chéng, acting Governor-General of 
Szechuen, by the gentry of the Hsi-ch'ung 
district in that province for permission to 
erect a memorial temple to the Prince of 
S’u, founder of the princely family that 
bears his name. This prince, in the com- 
mencement of the present dynasty did 
signal service in numerous encounters 
against the rebels in Szechven, leading 
troops against them in person. In the 
third year of Shun-chih, again, he put 
down a rebellion amongst the Shu tribe 
in the same province.* 
(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, deny- 
ing certain statements of the Censor Téng 
Ch’ing-lin, who complained that relief was 
distributed in the province of Chihli and 
the Shun-t’ien prefecture in a hap-hazard 
fashion. (For decree summarising this 
memorial see Gazette of 17th Nov.) 
(3) Memorial from Shao Héng-ayii, Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies and 
Governor of Hunan, requesting permission 
on behalf of the magistrate of Ning-hsiang 
Hsien and others, to erect a temple in that 
district to the memory of Liu-Tien, late 
Assistant Military Administrator in Shéusi 
and Kansu. The applicants are aware 
that Tso Tsung-t’ang has applied for his 
name to be enrolled in the list of 
worthies, and that His Majesty has 
been graciously pleased to bestow high 
honours upon the deceased officer, but the 
gentry of his native place cherish grate- 
ful recollection of his special services to 
their neighbourhood. In the 5th year of 
Hsien Féng, when the country was in 
rebellion, and everyone far and near wasiB 
a state of alarm, Liu Tien, at the invitation 
of the notables, organised militia, and was 
instrumental in capturing numbers of 
rebel leaders whom he sent to the autho- 
rities to be dealt with. Again, in the Sth 
year of Hsien Féng, he rendered signal 
assistance by attacking the rebels at an im 
portant point giving access to the capital, 
and guarding several strategical positions 
with the men he had trained himself. Ia 





[* Note.—S'u Ch’in Wang, the founder of the houe 
S'u, one of the eight princely families to whom th: mgt 
of perpetual inheritance is secured, obtained the how 
in consideration of his services against the rebels iv S: 
chuen at the close of Ming dynasty. In consequene 
a quarrel with the Prince of Jui, also one of the tits 
Princes, he incurred the displeasure of the Emer 
K’ ng Hai, by whom he was ordered to commit suicide) 
He was buried to the east of the capital, and a cyprad 
was planted over his grave which has now grown? 
enormous aize and is one of the sights of the capital] 
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the 10th year of T’ung Chih, again, although 
out of health at the time, he came to the 
assistance of the neighbourhood under 
similar circumstances. His services were 
not, however, brought to the notice of His 
Majesty as those of many others were. In 
uddition to these services he was most 
mnergetic in the cause of education and 
the furthering of all charitable and good 
mnterprises. Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Shén Pao- 
théng. The daughter of Wei Ta-ching, 
3alt Commissioner of the Liang Huai, was 
narried to the late Chang Liang-ts’ai, a 
laried licentiate of the Ch’ien-t’ang dis- 
rict in Chékiang, of a modest and quiet 
lisposition. She was married young, and 
ix months after her marriage, her husband 
vent away to be a private secretary, return- 
ng in a hopelessly bad state of health. She 
wut flesh from her arm and mixed it with 
1is medicine, besides trying numerous other 
‘emedies, but they were of no avail, and 
when he was on the point of death, he de- 
ected an intention on her part to commit 
micide, so he earnestly enjoined upon her 
ihe necessity of taking his place in minis- 
ering to his parents. She consented, with 
nany tears, to do so, and after his death, 
the resided with her father and mother-in- 
aw. In course of time the father-in-law 
md his two suns died, whereupon the girl 
avited her mother-in-law to go to her own 
nother’s home at Yang-chow. There the 
nother-in-law fell ill, and in spite of the most 
wsiduous nursing, also died, after which 
ihe girl, saying that her duties in life were 
mded, took poison and died, nineteen days 
fter her mother-in-law and fifteen years 
iter her husband. A request having been 
orwarded to memorialist that he would 
wply to His Majesty for the bestowal of 
narks of approbation upon this woman, he 
gs to give the application his support.— 
jranted by Rescript. 

December 7th.—(1) A decree acknow- 
edging ‘the receipt of a report from Ting 
?ao-chéng, Governor-General of Szechuen, 
o the effect that the embankments of the 
Jh’éng-tu river have been put into a state 
£ thorough repair and the greater part of 
the flooded country in its vicinity has been 
jrained. By the efforts of Ting Pao-chang 
ind the officers working under his supervi- 
tion, the river has been cleared throughout 
tg course, so that instead of as heretofore 
flooding the country, it now serves the 
purpose of an irrigating medium. The 
flooded country in the Kuan district, and 
the departments of Wén-hsiang and Ch’ung- 
ch’ing have been drained, and upwards of 
2,900 mu of land thereby recovered. The 
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exertions that have secured this state of 
things are deserving of a certain amount of 
commendation, but the Governor-General 
must continue positively to enjoin upon 
the officers whose duty it is to be con- 
atantly on the watch, and not relapse into 
carelessness or want of vigilance. 

(2) Memorial from Yii Lu, Governor of 
Anhui. He is in receipt of a report from 
Fu Ch’ing-yi the Financial Commissioner, 
to the effect that P’au T’ing-hsiu, formerly 
Governor of Yiinnan, has represented to 
him that the mother of Liu Ping-chang, 
formerly Governor of Kiangsi, whose 
maiden name was Hu, married at an early 
age Liu Shih-chia, a native of Liu-chiang 
Haien in Anhui, who was in possession of 
a patent of the first grade. She obtained a 
reputation for the filial piety she displayed 
in her conduct towards her husband’s pa-. 
rents, mutilating herself to mix her: flesh: 
with his medicine when her father-in-law: 
was ill. In her devotion to her husband and. 
the education of her children she carried. 
out her duties in the strictest manner, and: 
now, at the age of eighty-seven years, she- 
has two sons, Ping-chang and Ping-chiin, 
six grandsons, three great grandsons, and 
one great great grandson, all direct descend- 
ants of her own. Her son Ping-chang, 
a member of the Han-lin, has served in 
the capital and the provinces, and the other 
son, Ping-chiin, is an expectant magistrate 
in Kianysu, while her grandson is an ex- 
pectant Taotai in Chihli, and her great. 
grandson has taken the degree of chii-jén. 
That such prosperity should be obtained 
by the members of one family,. is. complete 
evidence of the fact that it is attributable. 
to the merits of the founders of the house, 
and a case in which an aged lady can gather 
her great grandsons and great great grand-. 
sons around her knee comes within the 
category of those entitled by law to the 
bestowal of marks of distinction. A genea- 
logical record had been accordingly drawn 
up and presented to the magistrate for veri- 
fication by him and transmission through 
the Taotai of the circuit to the Financial 
Commissioner, who in turn was requested 
to send it to the Governor with a prayer 
that he would bring the case to the notice 
of His Majesty. Referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies. 

December 8th.—({1) A long memorial 
from the Governor-General of Yiin Kuei 
and the Governor of Yiinnan in answer to 
a decree calling upon them to report on a 
suggestion of Wang Haien-ch’ien, Expositor | 
of the Han-lin, that the son of Hsit Chih- 
ming, former Governor of Yiinnan, should 
be debarred from the privilege of competing 
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at the examinations or employment in an 
official capacity. Their report is fully 
summarised in the Gazette of 28th Novem- 
ber. 

(2) Mei Ch’i-chao, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, reports the arrival of a Loochooan 
junk in distress at the port of T’ai-p’ing 
Hsien in his province. Ordcrs have been 
given for the junk to be repaired and sent 
under convoy to Fouchow, the crew being 
duly provided with the necessary rations 
and clothing. 

(3) Memorial from Chiin Ch’i, Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Canton, forwarding 
a return of duties collecled by the native 
Custom Houses under his charge for the 
year ended 15th of February, 1879, as well 
as the amount of duty on foreign opium 


collected at Cap Seng Moon (Chi Shui Mén) 


and other stations, with returns of ordinary 
duties collected at the port of Pak-hoi in 
the prefecture of Lien-chow. In former 
days it used to be the rule to forward a 
general annual return of all duties, foreign 
and other, collected by the Central Custom 
House at Canton and its dependencies, a 
separate return of expenditure being after- 
wards submitted to His Majesty. In Decem- 
ber, 1863, instructions were received from 
the Board of Revenue to the effect that His 
Majesty’s sanction had been obtained to an 
arrangement by which, counting from the 
month of October 1860, returns of the 
amount of native and foreign duties collect- 


ed and expended should be sent in every ° 


three months, a general return being sub- 
mitted to His Majesty at the close of four 
such periods, a return of the quarterly 
receipts and disbursements being forwarded 
in quadruplicate to the Board of Revenue 
instead of the returns for each successive 
period of office as was heretofore the rule. 
Returns, however of regular duties were still 
to be forwarded at the close of each period 
of office. Again, in the month of June 
1867, the Board, in obedience to instruc- 
tions received, fixed the regular assessment 
for the Canton Custom House at Tis. 
56,511, and the surplus assessment at Tis. 
100,000. They further recommended that 
the regular duty on opium collected at 


_ Cap Seng Moon and other stations in the 


districts of Hsin-an and Hsiang-shan, with 
that on goods collected at the Pak-hoi 
station, should be accounted for in 
the returns presented at the expiration 
of the term of office of each respective 
incumbent. General Returns of ordinary 
duty for the year 1878 have already been 
presented, and the memorialist begs now to 
report that during the year ended 15th of 
February, 1879, there were collected at the 
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Tis. 
Canton Customs .............-..666 122,396 
At the Swatow Customs ......... 21,426 
At the Kiungchow Foreign Cus- 
HOME dcsseiesessedachescesisetissiacesaveate 2,037 
At other ports (? Stations)....... 38,234 


* Total, Taels ... 184,093 
The regular and surplus assess- 
ment being rated at .............0000s 156,511 


A credit balance remains of Tls. 17,582 





The duty on foreign opium col- 
lected at Cap Seng Moon and other 
branch stations amounted to Tls. 325,045 

That on goods at Pak-hoi and 


Other stations tu..............ceeceeeees 23,055 


As soon as the amount of disbursements 
has been ascertained, a return of these will 
be submitted to His Majesty. Rescript: 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

Postscript Memorial from Kung T'ang, 
Acting Commandant of Forces at Urumtsi. 
The region embraced within the jurisdiction 
of Urumtsi is of wide extent, and the walled 
cities and towns therein are ina dilapidated 
and ruined condition. Now that Iii is to 
be restored almost immediately, the Uruu- 
tsi region must necessarily be traversed by 
the Mahommedans from Shénsi and Kansu 
who return to their homes, and without 
cavalry there will not be an adequate 
force for the maintenance of order. The 
memorialist would call to His Majesty's re- 
collection the permission that was graciously 
accorded him to enlist companies of horse 
and infantry for defensive purposes, and to 
distribute them [as he thought best.] He 
accordingly enrolled a company of mounted 
irregulars on the 20th of June, which he 
has styled the “‘ Chén Tzi” cavalry corps, 
and is daily exercising them in the use of 
the musket, sword, and lance, with a view! 
to securing their proficiency in the use of 
these weapons and their efficiency in cass 
of need. He is now also selecting men for 
the infantry corps, who are undergoing 
instruction, and as soon as his company ia 
complete he will report the fact to His 
Majesty.—Rescript : ‘‘ Noted.” 


December 9th.—(1) Memorial from Mai 
Ch’i-chao, Governor of Chékiang. On the 
1st of November last the acting Magistrate 
of the Jén-ho district sent in a report to 
the effect that a domestic servant, on¢ 
Chang Fu, had announced that his master 
Hu Yi-yiin, Grain Superintendent of Ché 
kiang, had received a letter from home on 
cee 


[* Note.—The memorial gives Tis. 174,094 aa the total, 
‘ but this is evidently a printer’s error.) 


— 
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\e previous day announcing the death of 
sfather. He had accordingly sealed up 
is seal of office and placed it in the Trea- 
iy, and, having set his current public 
ork in hand at the moment in order, had 
‘ request that he might be furnished 
ith a letter to the Board authorising him 
' return to his home and observe the 
‘escribed period of mourning. The ser- 
vt requested that the matter might be 
ported to the Governor, and an officer 
lected to act in his master’s stead. The 
emorialist explains that the time for the 
lection of the winter instalment of grain 
ibute having now arrived, it is essential 
at an officer should bv selected to act in 
e place of the grain Taotai until His 
‘ajesty’s pleasure can be made known, 
id he therefore proposes to place T’ang 
iu-shén, an expectant Taotai, and an in- 
lligent and steady officer, in charge of 
is important post. 
(2) Postscript memorial from the same 
fcer. The Province of Chékiang was.for 
me time supplied with two steam cruisers, 
Fu Po and the Yuan Kai, and they were 
\bsequently reinforced by a steam vessel 
led the Chao Wu, sent from the Foochow 
rsenal and stationed at Wénchow. This 
tter vessel, being of the large class, could 
ily cruise at sea, not being of sufficiently 
tht draught to enter any of the har- 
vurs or shallow inlets, and was-.not there- 
re particularly well adapted for the sup- 
ession of piracy or the following up of 
auspicious] craft. The memorialist accor- 
ugly directed the Superintendent of the 
ilitary Office to send one Chiang Hsi-fan, 
‘expectant magistrate, to the Shanghai 
rsenal to have a ste»m-vessel built, which 
ws called the Hui-chi, of 44 horse-power, 
a cost of Tls. 9,000. She was commis- 
med by Captain Huang Wén-tsung, whose 
y and rations, with that of his officers 
dcrew, commenced in the 5th moon, when 
e vessel made her trial trip.—Rescript : 
ated. 
With the exception of a memorial from 
iing Jui, Brigadier-General at Ma-lan- 
én, reporting the appointment of a con- 
igent of officers and men to take charge 
the two Mausolea recently constructed 
t the Empresses, there are no other 
‘uments of importance in this day’s 
wette. 
December 10th.—(1) A Decree. Chang 
w-shéng (Governor of Kuangsi) reports 
at the Government troops beyond the 
mtier have discovered and captured a 
bel leader, and begs that rewards may 
‘ conferred on the civil and military 
icials who have exerted themselves on 
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this occasion. In the autumn of last year 
the Brigadier-General Li Yang-ts’ai, under 
the false pretext of enlisting volunteers, 
had the audacity to collect together over 
ten thousand lawless characters in his native 
place at Ling-shan Hsien in Kuangsi, and 
at Ch’in-ch’uan and other places. They 
made their way in successive detachments 
into Annam, which region they invaded. 
We thereupon issued a decree dismissing 
Li Yang-ts’ai, and calling upon Liu K’un-yi 
and Yang Chung-ya to send troops to cut 
him off, while special instructions were 
sent to Féng Tzti-ts’ai, the Commander-in- 
chief, to cross the frontier with an army aud 
to exterminate the rebels in concert with 
[the troops already there.] The several 
forces hurried forward, and gained a suc- 
cession of victories, recovering Cho-yai and 
other places in that country that had been 
seized by the rebels, who were nearly all 
captured. Chang Shu-shéng and Féng Tzii- 
ts'‘ai have now surrounded the remnant, and 
captured their leader Li Yang-ts’ai at Lung- 
téng-shan, for which action they deserve a 
certain amount of credit. The penalties 
attaching to so great a crime as that of 
Li Yang-ts’ai, a military officer who has 
collected together lawless characters to 
create disturbance, are great indeed. The 
Court having directed its Generals to go 
forth, their speedy success and the capture 
alive of the chief offender have fully enun- 
ciated the principles by which the Empire 
is governed and has restored peace in the 
country of a barbarian feudatory. Féng 
Tzi-lin applied some time since for the 
bestowal of penalties on himself because 
he had not seized the head of the rebellion. 
We command that, as an act of special 
grace, he be spared the infliction of this | 
penalty, and that he further be handed over 
to the Buard for the bestowal of the highest 
marks of distinction. Here follows a long 
list of rewards to be conferred on numerous 
officers engaged in the campaign. 

(2) Memorial from Tso ‘Tsung-t’ang re- 
porting the trial and sentence passed upon 
the department police master of Chieh- 
chow, who was denounced by the sub- 
prefect of that place. ‘Tuan Ch’éng-chang, 
a native of Chihli, having purchased the 
grade of police master, was appointed to 
that post in the sub-prefecture of Chieh- 
chow in Kansu. In the early part of the 
year 1876, one Li Ying-kéng, a native of 
Chieh-chow, was arrested on a charge of 
homicide, and imprisoned in the jail of the 
sub-prefecture. Hearing that the prisoner 
was a man of substance, Tuan Ch’éng- 
chang thought he would try and get some 
money out of him, and accordingly one day 
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when the prison was being opened (for the 
day), he took an opportunity to tell Li 
Ying-kéng confidentially that if he was pre- 
pared to spend some money, he, Tuan, 
would so work matters for him that he 
would get him off. Li Ying-k’éng, believ- 
ing in the faith of Tuan’s promises, under- 
took to give him 600 strings of cash, and 
the offer was accepted by Tuan. Li’s 
cousin having called about this time at the 
' prison to see his relative, Ying K’éng 
told him he had need of money for an im- 
portant purpose, and begged him to raise 
600 strings of cash on his behalf and hand 
them to Tass Li’s cousin promised to do 
so, and got together 6,016 strings, which 
he handed over to Tuan as an instalment. 
Li Ying-k’éng, after waiting a long 
time without any news about the pardon 
he was to have, was continually asking 
Tuan, when he came to open and close 
the prison, why he did not carry out 
his promise, until Tuan, becoming alarmed 
lest his transaction should get known, 
returned Li two hundred strings in bills, 
but as he had spent the rest he could not 
repay it at once, and before he was able to 
do so he applied for leave and went home, 
resigning his post of police master. Li 
Ying-k’eng was just about to bring a charge 
against Tuan, as he saw no hope of recov- 
ering his money, when the matter came to 
the ears of the Sub-prefect through another 
channel, and he reported Tuan to the Gov- 
ernor-General, who, having applied to the 
Board for the authority to deprive him of his 
button, proceeded to try him on the charges 
above detailed, and proof of his guilt 
being obtained, he has sentenced him to 
banishment to the Amur. The prisoner 
Li Ying-kéng is also liable to punishment 
for accepting Tuan’s offer to get him off for 
a monetary consideration, but as he is 
lying under sentence of strangulation it is 
thought unnecessary to proceed against 
him further. The amount still owing to 
him from Tuan will be received and con- 
fiscated. 

(3) Memorial from Féng Shén and T’o- 
k’o-jui, announcing the departure of the 
former on the 16th November for a hunt- 
ing expedition in the Imperial Preserves. 
The memorialists, as will be remembered, 
appliéd for permission to hold a hunt this 
winter in accordance with the ancient 
customs, in order to exercise the troops in 
this craft. Having completed their in- 
spection of the troops at Heh-lung-kiang, 
it is essential, now that winter is ap- 
proaching, to proceed to the hunt, and 
the memorialist T’o-k’o-jui will be left in 
charge of the provincial capital while the 
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memorialist Féng-shén goes away with the 
preserve officer and men selected to A-chi- 


chu (Sy ay ) to practice them in the 
hunt, taking his official seal with him. He 
will insist upon his men advancing and 
retiring in regular order and using their 
weapons with dexterity. He has written 
to the Deputy Lieutenant-Generals and 
Brigadier-Generals in the various towns 
to attend the hunt with their respective 
companies, and perform their parts with 
zeal.—Reascript : noted. 

December 11th.—({1) A decree granting 
a further congé of a month to Jung-du, 
Commandant of the Gendarmerie, who 
declares himself still unfit for duty. 

(2) A Decree. The Censor Yeh Yin- 
fanz memorialises to the effect that An-p'ing 
and Jao-yang on either bank of the Hu-t’a 
River in Chihli have suffered continously 
from disasters by flood, while the courses 
above the reservoirs have become blocked 
up. All the water from the hills in the 
neighbourhood of Hwai-lu drain into the 
Hu-t’u river, and, whenever it overflows, 
Ho-chien, Jén-ch’iu, and other places are 
flooded. He begs, therefore, that the 
question of the clearing of this waterway 
by raising the embankments may be taken 
into consideration. Let Li Hung-chang 
depute officers to survey the river in ques- 
tion and take the necessary steps, after 
giving the matter due consideration. 

(3) Postcript memorial from Ch’ ung Chi, 
Military Governor of Jeh-ho. It has hither- 
to been the practice to depute one of the 
secretaries of the memorialist’s Yamén to 
supervise the working of the Mongol mines 
in Jeh-hoh, with two assistants to aid him 
in his correspondence and other docu 
mentary work. In conformity with this 
arrangement the memurialist begs to report 
that he has now deputed Hsing Fou-té, s 
second secretary of the Board of Punish- 
ments, to superintend the T’u Ts’ao Tz1 
and Ch’iian Kou mines.—Rescript : Noted. 

(4) Memorial from T’u Tsung-ying, Gov- 
ernor of Honan. With the exception of 
the standing income derived from the land- 
tax, the provincial treasury of Honan is de 
pendent upon the lekin receipts for the pro 
vision of expenditure under miscellaneous 
headings, such as the item of Tis. 120,00 
for the purchase and transport of the grail 
supplied by Chihli, &c. Although, there 
fore, the lekin receipts are vastly inferior 
in amount to those of Kiangsu and Ché- 
kiang, for instance, it is to this tax thst 
Honan has to look to supplement its var 
ous deficiencies, and the revenue deriv 
therefrom is indispensable. Drugs hare 
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therto formed one of the main supports of 
iis revenue in the different provinces. In 
hén Chow, the sums derived from lekin 
1 commodities of this nature used to be 
sry considerable, but the general depres- 
on in trade has caused a great falling 
fF in the lekin duty collected on drugs. 
ext to Shén Chow come Ho-nai Hsien 
id Ch’ing-hwa Chén, the dealers at 
hich places were wont to compound 
r the lekin, but in consequence of the 
igration of the majority of the buyers to 
ii Chow the wholesale dealers at Ch’ing- 
wa have been obliged to close their 
isiness, and, having repeatedly applied to 
emorialist to relieve them of the payment 
‘the duties guaranteed by them, he in- 
ructed the lekin department to look into 
1e matter and suggest a compromise. The 
secretary in charge of this department now 
‘ports that Yii Chow used to be the 
arket which dealers in drugs used to 
equent, and in the year 1861 a branch 
kin collectorate was established there. 
uring the T’ai-ping rebellion, however, it 
as temporarily withdrawn, and [on the 
‘sumption of commerce] the dealers, find- 
ig there was no lekin office re-established 
,Yii Chow, while it was the centre at which 
rugs were collected for sale, all frequented 
iis market, with theresult that several score 
t new firms started there ; and it became 
[busy] centre all the year round, utterly 
shipsing the lekin station at Ch’ing-hua, 
hich became almost useless [as far as 
‘ation was concerned.] The Secretary 
msidered, therefore, that the wholesale 
ealers in that place were undoubtedly 
ardly treated [in being cumpelled to pay 
ie duties they had guaranteed.] He ac- 
wrdingly proposed to reduce the duty at 
l’ing-hwa, aud to re-establish a station at 
‘i Chow specially for the collection of 
kin on drugs. The memorialist, in sub- 
litting this proposal to His Majesty, gives 
his support, urging, as one argument in 
wour of its adoption, that drugs not 
eing a necessary of life, the impost, which, 
‘is explained, is merely resumed, and is 
ot an mnovation, will not interfere with 
ie food supply of the people. Rescript : 
wt the Board of Revenue take note. 
December 12th.—(1) A decree expressing 
te Imperial regrets at the death of Ying 
tuei, retired Grand Secretary. ‘The deceased 
flicer commenced his career as Secretary 
f the Grand Secretariat, and rose to the 
ank of Military Supervisor of three pro- 
inces, being a trusted servant of the late 
imperor as well as of the present one. A 
o lo pall is bestowed upon him, and a 
teilé is directed to offer libations before his 
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corpse. He is further invested with the 
posthumous title of Seniot Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, his name is to be enrolled 
in the list of worthies to whose manes 
sacrifices are offered, and all official penal- 
ties recorded against his name are to be 
cancelled, while his grandson is to be 
employed as a Second Olass Secretary of a 
Board, and his great-grandson is to be 
employed as a Second Class Assistant Secre- 


(2) Postscript memorial from Kung T’ang, 
Acting Governor of Urumtsi. Urumtsi 
being over 3,500 li distant from the resi- 
dence of the Governor General Tso Tsung- 
t’ang, correspondence with that high officer 
occupies some two or three months in going 
and returning, which is extremely incon- 
venient, and as much has now to be settled 
in connection with the disposition of Man- 
chu settlers [in the Urumtsi region] the 
enlistment of irregulars, and numerous 
other matters, the memorialist has decided 
to go with all speed to the frontier, start- 
ing on the 3rd of November, to see Tso 
Tsung-t’ang in person and consult with him 
on these and other questions connected 
with ‘‘ reorganisation.” The Intendant of 
circuit at Urumtsi will be deputed to open 
all correspondence during memorialist’s 
absence and to act for him, using his own 
seal when one has to be employed. He will 
send forward all documents and reports on 
matters of special importance by courier to 
memorialist. 

Postscript Memorial from T’u Tsung- 
ying, Governor of Honan. The receipt of 
lekin duty levied on foreign* opium in the 
province of Honan has hitherto depended 
on the sale of the drug from the western 
provinces. Since the prohibition, how- 
ever, of the cultivation of the poppy in 
Shénsi and Kanau, traders in the drug [from 
those provinces] have disappeared, and of 
‘ate more than half of the dealers have 
come from Szechuen, almost all of whom 
evade the duty stations and barriers by 
detours and smuggle in the most freehanded 
in the manner, to the increasing detriment 
of the lekin receipts. The Memorialist 
accordingly gave orders to the officers in 
charge of these collectorates to consider 
how the system [of taxation] might be re- 
organised, and the result was that the 
western barrier «f Téng Chow in Nan-yang 
Fu, was selected for the establishm.-nt of a 
branch station, the southern barrier of the 
Nan-yang district and Yuan T’an-chén in the 
T’ang district being created dependencies of 


* [Note.—The term ‘‘foreign opium” is applied to all 
descriptions of the drug, native as well as imported.] 
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the same station. Duly qualified officers 
were selected to cooperate with the district 
authorities of these places in the experi- 
mental working of the![new] stations under 
the regulations in force at the central 
office, which were modified [to suit local 
conditions], and others were stationed at 
places at the Yellow River at which cross- 
invs exist to prevent evasion of duty by 
detours at these points. The Secretary in 
charge of the lekin department [now] re- 
ports that since the end of June, when the 
experiment was instituted. the receipts 
have already shown an appreciable im- 
provement and he will render an account 
of them in the summer returns. He begs 
in the meantime that [the reforms in- 
stituted may be reported to His Majesty. 
The memorialist would observe with refer- 
ence to that matter that Téng Chow is the 
main artery for the entry of [traffic] into 
Honan from Szechuen and the Hukwang 
provinces, and the establishment of cul- 
lectorates fur the levy of lekin ou opium is 
a measure called for «y local exigencies. 
He has directed the authorities titular and 
others to superintend their working with 
due zeal and care, while the slightest 
approach to undue severity [in the revying 
of the tax] is forbidden. H- has written 
to inform the Board of Revenue of the new 
arrangement, and, as in duty bound, reports 
the same to His Majesty. The members of 
the Grand Council had the honour to re- 
ceive the Rescript :—‘‘ Read.” 

December 13th.—(1) Let Sung Kuei, 
Resident at Lassa, and Ch’un Fu, Military 
Governor of Uliasut’ai, come to Peking to 
be otherwise employed. Let Chi Ho #F Ml 


fill the post of Governor of Uliasut’ai, and 


Sé Léng-ngo fa #e i fill the post of 


Resident in Tibet, his post of Assistant 
Resident being given to Wei Ch’ing 


who is hereby invested with the brevet 
rank of deputy Lieutenant-General. The 
post of deputy Lieutenant-General at 
Ch’éng-tu Fu, vacated by Wei Ch’ing, is 
. bestowed upon T’o-k’o-t’uan Fe a. 
Kung T’ang, Acting Governor of Urumtsi, 
is confirmed in this post. 

(2) Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General of the 
Two Kuang Provinces, who applies for per- 
mission to retire, is granted two months’ 
congé in order to visit his parents. His 
duties are to be carried on during his 
absence by the Governor of Kuangtung. 

(3) A Decree. Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, Go- 


vernor of Shansi, applies on behalf of the , 


Major of the P’ing-yuan garrison for cungé 
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in order that he may visit his parents. 
As no regulations have hitherto been in 
force, under which military officers can. 
apply for leave to go back to their banners, 
or their homes respectively to visit their: 
parents, We command the Board of War! 
to draw up regulations under which so 
natural an inclination can be gratified. The 
application of the major in question must) 
stand over until these regulations have) 
been determined upon. 

(4) Memorial Boards are granted by| 
decree to a number of temples in Shansi on | 
the application of the Guvernor who bears' 
testimony to the efficacy of prayers for rain, 
offered to their respective presiding deities. 

(5) Memorial from the Censor Fang 
Hsio-yin, on the restoration of river works | 
in Chihli (see decree of Nov. 29th.) 

(6) Postscript memorial from T’u Tsung- | 
ying, Governor of Honan, applying for| 
permission to grant a pension to certain| 
military officers who have been disabled | 
by wounds from performing their ordinary 
military duties, and have no means of) 
subsistence. On reference to the Governor- 
General of the Two Kiang, that ofticer. 
informs the memorialist that the following | 
scale of pensions to military officers dis- 
abled by wounds is in force in his jurisdic- 
tion : Expectant Colonels, Lieut.-Colonels, 
and Majors, Taels 8 per mensem ; First aud 
Second captains, Taels 6 per mensem ; Lieut- 
enants and junior officers, Taels 3 per men- 
sem ; the number of pensioners being limited 
to thirty. Majors and Colonels are allowed 
to draw the pension of a lower grade 
when there are no officers of that grade 
entitled to the pension. The memorialist 
applies for permission to adopt the same 
system in his province, limiting the number 
of pensioners to fifteen, the sum required 
being drawn from the land tax receipts.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(7) The Governor of Shantung recom- | 
mends Li Tsung-t’ai, an Expectant Taotai, 
for the post of Intendant of the Chi, Tung, . 
T’ai, Wu, Lin Circuit, embracing the four 
Prefectures of Chi-nan, Tung-ch’ang, T’ai- 
an, and Wu-ting, with the sub-Prefecture 
of Lin-ch’ing. The usual account of the 
nominee’s career is given.—Referred to the 
Board of Civil Office. 

December 14th.—(1) A decree conferring 
honorary distinctions upon the Sub-Chan- 
cellors of the Grand Secretariat who have 
been engaged in the revision of the records 
of the State Historiographer’s Office for the 
period embraced between the years 1837 
and 1874, the date of the decease of the 
Emperor Tung Chih. Four copies of this 
work, comprising upwards of 500 volumes, 
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two in Manchu and two in Chinese, have 
been made. One copy in each language is 
to be deposited on an auspicious day in the 
Imperial Library, and the other two copies 
are to be placed in the State Historiogra- 
pher’s Office for reference. 


(2) Wén Chéng, Senior vice-President 


of the Board of Punishments, is allowed to 
retire in consequence of ill health. 


(3) Sa-léng-ah Re ei, Military Com- 
mandant of Kirin, is appointed Com- 
mandant of the Forces at Urumtsi. He 
is to proceed to his post at Government 
expense. 

(4-5) Memorials from the Censors and 
others on duty at the recent examina- 
tions for the degree of military chit jén 
requesting the bestowal of penalties upon 
themselves for the omission of a seal upon 
the paper of one of the candidates. (See 
Gazette of 1st December.) 

(6) Postscript Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. Huang P’au-chéng, a Colonel and 
a Kung, or member of the first grade of 
hereditary nobility, has applied to the 
memorialist under the following circum- 
stances: His native place was P’ing-ho 
Hsien in Fuhkien, but his father, Huang 
Ch’ing-ch’un, died at Peking when Huang 
P’au-chéng was quite a buy. Being too 
young, therefore, to return to his native 
place, the Governor of Shun-t’ien applied 
to His Majesty for permission on P’au’s be- 
half to register himself as a native of the 
Shun-t’ien prefecture. This was granted, and 
he succeeded to the title, being afterwards 
employed on military duty. He has now 
been recommended for provincial service, 
and it becomes necessary for himaccordingly 
to revert to his old home at P’ing-ho Hsien 
in Fuhkien. He has therefore applied to 
memorialist to solicit His Majesty’s sanction 
to the documents reyistering him as a 
native of the Shun-t’ien prefecture being 
cancelled.—Rescript : Let the Board cun- 
cerned take note. 


(7) Postscript memorial from Yi Lu, 
Governor of Anhui. In the month of 
June of this year, and later on, reports were 
received from a number of departments 
and districts announcing the appearance 
of locusts in greater or less numbers. The 
memorialist and Fu Ch’ing-yi, the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer who was acting as 
‘Governor during his absence, immediately 
issued positive instructions to the autho- 
rities of the places in question to order the 
military from all the neighbouring garri- 
sons, as well as the local police and the 


people themselves, to set to work to look for : 
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the grubs, fixing a price at the same time 
at which these would be purchased. These 
steps were reported to His Majesty in the 
monthly memorial announcing the amount 
of rainfall and the price of grain. By 
these precautions and the energy displayed 
in their execution the autumn crop was 
rescued from destruction. The locusts were 
particularly numerous in the five Depart- 
ments or Districts of Ch’u Chow, Lai-an, 
Ho Ch’ow, Haii-yi, and Ting-yuan, which 
are adjacent to the province of Kiangsu 
and sparsely populated, besides being 
hilly and full of lakes and dykes. The 
summer being dry, the people had all 
they could do to attend to the irriga- 
tion of their fields, and had no leisure 
to spare for the grubbing up of locusts, 
so the task devolved on the soldiers 
and police runners, and would, it was 
feared, be more than they could manage in 
combination with their reyular duties. The 
Governor-General Shén Pao-chéng, how- 
ever, ordered Wu Ch’ang-ch’ing, Brigadier- 
General, to come to the rescue with his 
men, and to aid in the search, distributing 
them over every part. This officer carried 
out his instructions most thoroughly, 
hastening here and there in the hottest 
time of the year, and busying himself day 
and night for upwards of a month. In 
course of time results began to be reported, 
anda total collection of over 440,000 catties 
of locusts was announced. The memorialist 
does not wish to apply for the bestowal of 
honors on the officials of his own province, 
who were, after all, doing no more than 
their duty, but he cannot refrain from 
bringing to His Majesty’s notice the great 
benefits to agricultural interests that have 
been secured by the Brigadier-General Wu 
Ch’ang-ch’ing, for whom he would humbly 
solicit the bestowal of such marks of dis- 
tinction as are authorised by law.—Re- 
script : Let Wu Ch’ang-ch’ing be committed 
to the Board for the determination of a 
mark of distinction. 

December 15th.—The following list of 
criminals round whose names a circle has 
been placed condemning them to executiou 
in Peking this day, is supplied with the 
issue of the Gazette:—For decapitation, 
Ch’ang An, alias Ch’ang Erh—murder with 
intent ; Yung Ling—wurder with intent. 
For strangulation, Shih Erh, alias Shih 
K’o-ming—kidnapping a female child. 
Han Ta, alias Han Wen-hsin—accessory in 
the robbing of a grave. 

(Memorials issued for publication). Li 
Hung-chang reports his intention to leave 
for Pao-ting Fu on the 15th December. 
Rescript : Noted. , 
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(1) The following appointments are 
gazetted. Junior Vice-President, Board 


_ of Punishments, Hsi Chén 


BD ; 
Junior Vice-President, Board Ae: 
Heing Lien §& fi. 

(2) Joinj memorial from Ming An and 
Yu Liang, Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Kirin respectively. Kirin is a 
region of wide extent on the distant 
borders of the Empire, which forms, as it 
were, the lips and teeth of the adjoining 
province of Féng-t’ien, with which it com- 
prises the country that produced the root 
from whence this dynasty derived its pros- 
perous developement. Being, also, a 
province under military rule there was 
formerly an extremely limited number of 
civil officials stationed there, the three 
sub-Prefectures of Kirin, Petuné, and 
and Ch’ang-ch’un being the only places 
at which territorial civil authorities were 
established, all yaméns for the bene- 
fit of the Manchus and Chinese being 
under the general control of the Mili- 
tary Governor. In former days when 
the people were sparsely scattered over a 
wide area they may have been rightly des- 
cribed as quiet and simple, and therefore 
easily governed, but of late vagrant Chinese 
have come rushing in like a stampede in 
search of subsistence, some taking ynau- 
thorised possession of waste land, others 
surreptitiously digging for gold dust, and 
congregating in the greatest numbers in the 
wider and more deserted region. These 
invaders coming from every quarter, 
when they got together they began grad- 
ually to develope certain habits and 
peculiarities, and as the authorities were 
unable to exercise a thorough supervision 
over them, brigandage overspread the 
country. To eradicate brigandage the ques- 
tion of civil control has to be considered, 
and hence the establishment of district 
authorities in this region has come to be 
the pressing need of the moment. As an 
instance of the reality of this need the 
experience of Chao Tun-ch’éng, the wei- 
yuan who was sent to take steps in con- 
nection with the waste land round the 
town of Ak’otun, may be cited. Ak’otun 
is over 700 li distant from Kirin, and the 
disposition of the people was so fierce 
and turbulent that they would not recounise 
official authority. On his first visit to 
this place in connection with the re- 
demption of waste lands he had many 
difficulties to contend with, but after he 
had resided there some time and the people 
were all accustomed to him, they went to 
him to settle all their disputes and lawsuits. 
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Being merely an official land surveyor with 
no judicial powers he was afraid to meddle 
with lawsuits, but the people filled his room 
and begged him on their knees with such 
persistency to adjust their wrongs that he 
had nothing for it but to explain to the 
contending parties what were the rights 
and wrongs of their several disputes, 
or enjoin upon them the observances of 
the grand principles of social morality, 
by which they should be guided in their 
conduct towards each other, or, again, give 
them good advice, with the result that they 
went out at peace with each other, and 
contented with his arbitration. From this 
instance the fact may be seen without 
further demonstration that under official 
control there will be order, and without it, 
anarchy. Now the three t'ing referred 
to above are Manchu appointments, aud 
should, under the regulations, be filled by 
official clerks employed at the various 
Boards. The duties of these clerks, how- 
ever, being confined only to documentary 
work at the Boards, this is the only subject 
with which they are acquainted, and they 
cannot be thoroughly versed in the art 
of administration, much less in the 
Organisations of the people themeelves. 
Were they therefore to be employed 
at a moment’s notice they would bs 
unequal to the duties required of them. 
Even if there be amongst them a few who 
have followed the duly constituted path of 
official advancement and are possessed of 
passable abilities, their want of experience| 
would still stand in their way. Now that 
brigandage is slightly on the decrease, and 
the country is tooking up to a amulll 
extent, its division into areas, and the 
establishment of officials over these areas, 
becomes a matter of urgent importance 
if the ptovince is to be rescued [from 
anarchy. But if no accommodation to 
peculiar circumstances is to be admitt 
and Manchu officers are alone to be e 
ployed, a relapse into the old condition 
things is seriously to be apprehended, 
the measures of reform that are now ¢ 
templated will be such only in name, am 
have no practical results. Ch’ung Shi 
late Governor of Sheng King, fully app 
ciating this fact, was careful, when es 
lishing new jurisdictions on the easte 
frontier, to apply for the services 
Chinese as well as Manchu officials 
had already been incumbents of subs 
tive posts. The conditions of Kirin 
similar to those of Feng-t'ien, and 
memorialist having had an_ experien 
of this province extending now over n 

three years is fairly well acquainted wi 
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ie merits and vices of the official class, a 
aestion which he entered into at length 
: his memorial last year applying for 
mission to increase the executive of the 
‘ovince and institute certain changes, 
nongst which was a suggestion that a 
ixture of Manchus and Chinese should be 
nployed. The question was referred by 
is Majesty to the Board for consideration. 
reply, they recognised the fact that the 
forms contemplated were suggested in 
e interests of the province in question, 
id recommended that the memorialist 
ould be allowed to carry out his plans 
ter further and mature consideration 
the subject. This recommendation 
is sanctioned by Imperial decree, copy 
which was forwarded to the memo- 
dist by the Board in the early part 
the year. Immediate execution of his 
ans was, unfortunately, stayed by an 
sufficiency of funds to meet the additional 
penditure that an increase of posts would 
tail. Now, however, that the waste lands 


the Ma-yen Ho region and in the neigh-* 


urhood of the town of Ak’otun have been 
claimed, and the clue, so to speak, of the 
stem of taxation is found, it is proposed 
soon as the receipts from these taxes 
ach an appreciable figure to collect 
em into a fund for the establishment 
new posts. By this means, if cash 
added to cash, in time sufficient will 
saved to pay for a new post, and 
ch new post thus created will save a 
iltitude of trouble. This is the only plan 
at occurs to memorialist which will have 
2 effect of ridding the country of the tur- 
lent, securing peace to the well disposed, 
d nipping trouble in the bud. The first 
asideration in a question of this kind is 
> choice of fit and capable agents, whose 
vabilities must be carefully tested by 
servation, and to this end the memoria- 
t would pray that the Board may be 
itructed to select officers of the following 
sses, irrespective of their race, whether 
mchu or Chinese, who have held sub- 
ntive posts, and have followed the 
‘oynised path of official advancement. 


Sub-prefects ........cssesscssesceseenseees 

Assistant Sub-prefects ...........000006+ 1 
Department Magistrates ......... aseves 2 
District Magistrates .........ccseseeees 2 


ese should be sent to Kirin to await 
ployment at the posts to be created, 
ere they will serve for a time on appro- 
tion. The memorial concludes with a list 
the expectant officials in Kirin who 
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have been employed in various ways, a 
report of whose capabilities will be sub- 
mitted after they have been‘under scrutiny 
for a while. This is followed by the names 
of two others whose capabilities are not 
considered sufficiently good to warrant 
their employment, and a request for their 
recall is submitted. 

(3) Memorial from Su-lo-pu, Vice-Pre- 
sident of one of the Boards at Shéng King 
and comptroller of the oflice of the Impe- 
rial Household in that city, reporting that 
he has taken stock of the articles displayed, 
and the relics stored, in the Iuperial palace 
in that city. The following articles, a list 
of which is contained in the records of the 
Imperial Household, were taken stock of, 
and found to be complete :— 

Patents, and the seals to 
these Patents ..............006 58 

Imperial Genealogical 
Scrolls, in the HWuang-tang, 
or direct line, and the Hung- 
tang, or collateral line 240 

Seals ........csccseeseereveeeeee 10 

Imperial Genealogical 
Scrolls stored in a separate 


Vall. sscccceusccviesecsascaves sae 60 
‘‘Veritable Records”’...... 1.430 parcels. 
“Sacred Teachings” ...... 316g, 
Maps in connection with 

the “‘ Veritable Record ”..... 1 box. 


‘There still remain nine cases containing 


Imperial portraits in full dress, and four 
boxes of portraits in ordinary costume, 
which the memorialist has not yet ventured 
to open, but he proposes when the period 
of ch’iu fen, or autumn, has passed, to 
select an auspicious day upon which to air 
them. He finds that of the relics of 
departed Emperors, the following are de- 
posited in the palace: Kao Tsung Shun 
Hwang Ti, (the Emperor K’ien Lung) ; 
Court hats, beads, and robes ; saddles, 
bridles, bows, arrows, guns, two edged 
swords, daggers, quivers, and armour. 
Jén Tsung Jui Hwang Ti (Kia K’ing): 
Court hats, beads, and robes ; saddles, and 
bridles ; bows, arrows, swords, and guns. 
Hsiian Tsung Ch’eng Hwang Ti (Tao 
Kwang): A hanging receptacle for the 
Imperial pencils, saddles and bridles, a 
fowling piece, lance, a sword scabbard of 
variegated wood inlaid with silver, knife 
for common use, flint and tinder box. 

Wén Tsung Hsien Hwang Ti (Hien 
Féng) :— 

1 saddle. 

1 cane riding whip. 

1 quiver. 

4 bows. 

36 arrows. 
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Besides various other articles, such as 
seals, books, manuscripts, pictures, etc., 
etc., the number of which is found to 
correspond with the official list. Rescript : 
Noted. 

December 16th.—(1) Shén Pao-chéng is 
granted two months congé on the ground 
of ill-health. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Chou Héng- 
ch’i, Governor of Shantung. The acting 
Magistrate of Tung-ah Hsien reports that 
Ho Ching-nan, an expectant magistrate, 
having been placed in charge of a remittance 
of sycee from the Kiukiang Custom House, 
amounting to Taels 63,330, for the office 
of the Imperial Household, started from 
Tung-p’ing Chow on the 26th October, and 
lost six of the sixty-one cases in which the 
silver was packed at a ferry across the 
Yellow River in the Tung-ah district, value 
Taels 5,930, a weiywan, some of theservants, 
and some members of the escort being drown- 
ed on the occasion. The memorialist has 
to remark, in reference to this mishap, that 
remittances from the various provinces to 
Peking must travel along certain regular 
routes, and are forwarded from stage to 
stage by escorts furnished by the various 
local authorities. Between Tung-p’ing and 
Tung-ah MHesien there is a ferry to be 
crossed, but although it is no great distance 
from the Yellow River, it is difficult to 
understand how so many as six cases of 
treasure could have been washed away in 
the transit. As, moreover, the different 
reports as to the circumstances of the mis- 
chief vary in the details, it is necessary 
that careful enquiries should be instituted. 
With this view, two special officers have 
been sent to the spot to make enquiries, and 
the Magistrate of the Tung-ah district has 
been written to to know whether or no the 
missing cases have been recovered. Re- 
script : Let the Board concerned take note. 

December 17th.—(1) The Acting Gov- 
ernor of Shénsi reports the following case 
of murder. Hsii Shou-chung was a labourer 
in the Ch’éng-ch’éng district in that prov- 
ince, and although bearing the same sur- 
name as his victim Hsti Shuang-chin, was 
not related to him. In March last Hai 
Shuang-chin fell ill, and some weeks later 
it occurred to Shou-chung that he was very 
poor, while Shuang-chin, who was ill and 
powerless, had some seed corn stowed away 
in his house, so he thought he would kill 
him and secure the corn for himself. With 
this intent he went to see Shuang-chin, 
ostensibly to enquire how he was, and sat 
talking to the sick man until late at night, 
when the latter advised him to go home. 
Shou-chung, however, begged to be allowed 
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to remain until next day, as the night was 
dark and he was afraid of being attacked 
by wolves. Shuang-chin, deceived by his 
representations, allowed Shou-chung to 
remain, and told him, as he was frequently 
disturbed in the night, not to blow the light 
out, but to bolt the door and go to sleep. 
Shou-chung accordingly got upon the k'ang 
and laid down alongside Shuang-chin, who 
had removed his jacket, and, pulling the 
coverlet over himself, laid upon his side with 
his face away from Shou-chung. Shuang- 
chin’s sister, a child, lay at the other end 
of the Kang. When Shou-chung had 
satisfied himself on the evidence of his 
snoring that Shuang-chin was asleep, he 
stealthily got up, and sat astride of his 
companion’s body. Shuang-chin awoke in 
a fright and struggled to free his arms but 
being weak from illness and hampered by 
the coverlet he was {unable to do so, and 
Shou-chung, divesting himself of his girdle, 
made a noose of it, and passing it round, 
the sick man’s neck, pulled it tight with all: 
his might, and throttled him. Meanwhile, 
the girl had woke, and, sitting up, began to| 
cry. It then occurred to Shou-chung that 
he had better kill her also, so he took ups 
small sword that was lying on the Kang, 
which was kept there as a weapon in case 
of attack from robbers, and stabbed the 
child with all his force, when she fell down 
and died immediately. He next loosened 
his girdle from the neck of the strangled 
man, arranged the coverlet over him, and, 
placed the body of the girl upon the k’ang; 
after which he piled a lot of straw upon 
the bodies and set fire to it, throwing his 
girdle into the flames. He then got a sack 
belonging to Shuang-chin and having pub 
the seed corn into it, carried it off on his 
back with the sword with which he had 
murdered the girl, secreting them in his 
house. They were caught sight of on the 
following day by a cousin of Shuang-chia, 
who reported the circumstance to the 
village elder, and Shou-chung was arrested 
and placed on his trial, when the facts 
above detailed were elicited. He has been 
sentenced to decapitation with exposure 
of his head at the scene of his crime. 

December 18th.—(1) A Decree. At the 
autumn revision of the condemned lists 
from the various provinces by the Board of 
Punishments this year, the Board had to 
change no less than five cases of capital 
punishment in Szechuen from the huaal 
chiieh category to that of ch’ing shih or be 
yond reprieve, and as many as six on the 
Shantung list. Let the Governor-General, 
Governor, and Judges concerned be cont 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
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dia peualiy tes tie eeuboflease thay have. | ed tac He multi OF Aue a penalty for the want of care they have 
thown. In future Tartar Generals, the 
Jovernors of the metropolitan prefecture, 
Jovernors General and Governors, must 
vositively see that their subordinates con- 
orm to the law in the determination of sen- 
ences on criminals, erring neither‘on the 
ide of undue harshness nor of misplaced 
umanity. They must endeavour to wield 
he law with strict impartiality, and so 
econd Our desire for the infliction of 
unishment in a careful and deliberate 
xanner. Let this decree be circulated for 
eneral instruction. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports a daring at- 
ampt at escape on the part of four crim- 
ials lying under sentence of death in the 
ull of the provincial capital, which was 
ortunately frustrated bya prompt appeal for 
ssistance to the military on the part of the 
rison authorities, who were threatened 
rith murder on attempting to seize the 
oners. The memorialist has given A oe 
or their summary execution. 

(3) Postscript memorial from the same 
fficer. The Prefect of Yung-p’ing Fu re- 
orts as follows :—At Shih-ho, a village in 
he west of the Fu-ning district, there lives 
man called Hsieh Yu-hsin of a truly filial 
isposition. At the early age of. fourteen, 
is father having been away from home for 
lany years and nothing having been heard 
£ him, he obtained his mother’s permission 
» go beyond the Shan-hai Kuan to look 
w his father. After four years’ search he 
»und him at a place on the sea-coast more 
ian 5,000 i from their home, blind, and 

beggar in the most helpless condition. 
he lad took his own clothes and put 
rem on his father, taking the latter’s 
ittered garments in exchange. It was 
1en the depth of winter, and such heavy 
1ow fell that father and son were be- 
ighted in the open country, and for two 
ays could not obtain any food at all, 
hile the father’s legs were so swelled up 
ith cold, that he could not walk a step, 

id gave himself up as lost. Yu Hsin 
monstrated with his father for giving in, 
id took him on his back, begging from 
,x0ple as they went along, for the means 
‘ support both. They travelled in this 
ay some ten or more li per day, and 
hen he was nineteen years of aye they 
‘ached home. The events above narrated 
‘curred previous to the year 1864. Yu 
sin dutifully supported his father until 
.@ year 1874, when he died and was 
iried by his son with every mark of 
spect and grief. The mother was seized 
ith a bronchial affection in 1871, and 
iddenly expressed a desire for ice. It 
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was in the month of August, and so ais 
mountains were the only places in which it 
was procurable. Yu Hsin therefore took a 
long journey on foot to gratify his mother’s 
fancy. His wife would not wear wadded 
clothes in winter that she might by this 
economy have means wherewith to prolong 
her mother’s life, and waited on her as- 
siduously for a long time. In 1877 the 
mother died, and Yu Hsin and his wife were 
overwhelmed with grief. The former is 
now forty four years of age, and it is fitting 
that an application should be made for the 
bestowal upon him of a mark of Imperial 
approbation. The memorialist supports 
the request, which is granted by Rescript. 

December 19th.—({1) A Decree. The 
completion of the ‘‘ Veritable Record” of 
the acts and teachings of His Majesty Mu 
Tsung-Yi, the Emperor of ‘‘ Noble Resolve 
and Moral Grandeur” (Tung Chih), having 
now been reported as complete, let the 
work be deposited in the Imperial Hall on 
the 6th of January, for which ceremony 
the various Yaméns concerned will rev- 
erently make preparations. 

(2) A Decree. ‘I'he reverent compilation 
of the ‘‘ Veritable Record” of His late 
Majesty Tung Chih having now been an- 
nounced as completed, on the occasion of 
its respectful entry [into the Imperial 

all], it is necessary to appoint official 
members of the Imperial Clan below the 
grade of Beitze or Kung to carry the 
volumes thither, Princes of the Blood, and 
Beilé, escorting it on either side, in order 
to manifest the reverence [that should be 
observed on such an occasion.] Let the 
Imperial Clan Court, therefore, in concert 
with the Board of Ceremonies, refer to the 
record of the ceremonies observed in the 
reign of Tung Chih upon a similar occasion, 
and report to Us. 

(3) A decree in reference to the same 
ceremony, ordering twenty officers of the 
Guard of the Antechambers, and the same 
number of the Guards of the Ch’ien Ch’i ing 
and great gates of the Palace, who may be 
off duty at the time, to be told off to keep 
watch in relays outside the door of the Pao 
Ho Hall, after the ‘‘ Veritable Record” has 
been deposited there. They are to be care- 
ful, while the doors of the Hall are opened 
for the reception of the precious volumes, 
not to allow any lights to be employed in 
its vicinity. 

(4) A Decree. Some time since Chang 
Shu-shéng reported the capture alive of 
the rebel, leader Li Yang-ts’ai, which has 
already been announced by Imperial De- 
cree. The Governor in question now re- 
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Commander-in-chief, having already taken 


the deposition of this rebel and sent him 
to the provincial capital, a decree as to the 
manner in which he shall be dealt with is 
solicited. Li Yang-ts’ai, the rebel leader, 
a man holding military rank, plotted 
sedition, and had the audacity tu gather 
together a number of people, with whom 
he crossed the frontier, and harried An- 
nam, seizing and occupying a number of 
important strongholds where he detied the 
Imperial troops sent to arrest him. His 
crime is indeed great and his iniquity 
extreme. As he has now been captured 
alive, let the criminal in question be 
executed in the capital of the province of 
Kuangsi, and let his head be sent to 
Annan, there to be exposed as a warning 
to others. 

December 20th—(1) A Decree. The 
Censor Chang Nai-yii represents that the 
path of official advancement is occupied by 
too medley [a crowd of aspirants], and 
prays that high officers in the capital and 
the provinces may be instructed to be more 
uncompromising in their selection of pro- 
bationers. The path of official life, whether 
in the direction of secretaries of metropoli- 
tan Boards, or in that of ofticers below the 
grades of Taotai or prefect in the provinces 
is so crowded that it is impossible to pre- 
vent its being cumbered at times by useless 
and incompetent aspirants. Exceeding dis- 
crimination ought therefore to be exercised 
in theadvancement of these individuals, that 
the deserving ones may gradually come to the 
front. All probationers in the Boards will be 
therefore subjected to a searching examina- 
tion by the heads of their respective de- 

artments at the end of three years’ service, 
and their subsequent rejection or retention 
be decided with uncompromising justice. 
The attention of provincial high authorities 
is directed to the decree of the 29th ult. 
respecting the examination of probationers, 
which must not be regarded by them as a 
nominal injunction. 

(2) A Decree. The same Censor also 
reports that at Ch’ang-hsing, Hsiao-féng, 
and other districts in Chékiang at which 
immigration has been invited for the occu- 
pation of waste lands, wanderers from other 
provinces have taken unauthorised posses- 
sion of occupied holdings and caused the 
rightful owners to fly before them, as they 
are afraid to claim [their property.] The 
excessive exaction of taxes by grasping 
underlings has, further, increased the ad- 
vent of strangers to the exclusion of in- 
digenous natives. He expresses his belief 
that this state of things is not confined to 
the province of Chékiang alone. The 
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reoccupation of waste lands after the de- 
vastations caused by the rebellion has 
depended for successful development on 
the exertions of the local authorities, by 
whose efforts the farmers have been able 
to resume possession of their property and 
its appropriation by vagrants prevented. 
If the evils complained of by the Censor 
be such as he states them to be, they will 
increase as time goes on, and We hereby 
call upon provincial high authorities 
strictly to enjoin upon their subordinates 
the obligation they are under to maintain a 
jealous scrutiny, and promptly deal with 
any cases of wrongful appropriation of land 
which has an owner, or excessive exactions 
on the part of official underlings. 

December 21st.—The only document of 
importance in this day’s Gazette is a long 
memorial from the Censor Téng Ch’ing-lin, 
drawing attention to the abuses that are 
engendered by the practice of leaving the 
composition of memorials and other do- 
uments connected with the management of 
the troops at the Mausolea to the clerks, 
in the draft office, who have succeeded in, 
monopolising the conduct of all business in 
that department, and shaping reports to! 
suit their own ends. He quotes several 
instances in support of his allegations, and 
concludes with a request that Li Hung 
chang may be directed to enquire into 
these cases, or that an Imperial Commis- 
sion may be appointed for the same pur- 
pose. In the succeeding Gazette a sun- 
mary of the report of Kwang-show, who 
was sent to the Mausolea to investigate 
these charges, will be found. 

December 22nd.—({1) With the exception 
of two short memorials on unimportan 
matters, the whole of this day’s Gazette i 
occupied with a report from Kwang Show, 
President of the Board of War, the Im- 
perial Commissioner sent to investiyate the 
charges brought forward by the Censor 
Téng Cl’ing-lin of corruption and malprac- 
tices existing in the military garrisvn at 
Ma-lan Chén, the head-quarters of the 
troops in charge of the Eastern Mausolea, 

| under the command of the Brigadier 
General Ching Jui. The charges are five 
in number. 

(1) Carelessness and laxity in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the garrison. 

(2) The presentation of memurials that 
are not true statements of facts. 

(3) Incitation to litigation by means of 
bribes. | 

(4) Inducing a Lieutenant, Hsii Yuug 
hsing by name, to abscond. 

(5) Terrifying the son of the above into 
committing suicide. 


Dec. 22—24.] 
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The memorialist, having carefully in- 
vestigated each individual charge, sub- 
mits the following report: 
gard to the first count the Censor 
contents himself with the statement of a 
bare fact, and does not particularise the 
precise nature of the laxity of which he 
complains. It is to be presumed however, 
that he referred to the monopoly of busi- 
ness by the clerks of the draft office, 
amongst whom he states there are a num- 
ber of accountants who cause false state- 
ments of expenditure to be drawn up, sell 
minor vacancies to the highest bidder, and 
cause the Brigadier-General to report to 
His Majesty in whatever sense they wish. 
It is found that these charges are not sub- 
stantiated. The subject matter of all memo- 
rials is determined by the Brigadier-General 
himself ; there are no paymasters attached 
to the draft office ; and no opportunity is 
afforded for the sale of minor appoint- 
ments. As regards the second charge, it 
points particularly to the denunciation of 
Hsii Yung-hsing by the Brigadier-(eneral 
for discounting the rewards to the soldiers 
of the Mausolea that passed through his 
hands. The Censor states that the facts 
contained in this denunciation were untrue, 
and that the actual state of the case was as 
follows : Hsii Yung-hsing, having received 
alarger sum for distribution in gratuities 
than there were soldiers to issue it to, was 
anxious to account for the surplus, but to 
this the clerks and paymasters in the draft 
office objected, and in order to get Hsii 
Yung-hsing into trouble bribed certain 
soldiers to accuse him of levying a discount 
upon their respective gratuities. Reference 
to the registers by the Commissioner showed 
him that Hsti Yung-hsing had not, in effect, 
been guilty of the conduct ascribed to him, 
which he proceeds to prove by detailed 
statements. With reference to the third 
charge, which, in brief, is to the effect that 
one Lu Pin, with his son and nephew, 
bribed certain soldiers to make a demon- 
tration at the Brigadier-General’s Yamén 
in connection with the false charges against 
Hsii Yung-hsing, the bribes to these soldiers 
being supplied from an allowance that Lu 
Pin obtained from the Brigadier-General 
for the repair of barracks, the Commissioner 
has elicited the following statement from Lu 
Pin; He and Hsii Yung-hsing received a 
certain sum of money from the General for 
building additional barracks, which was 
placed in a bank by Hsii, who absconded 
when he was denounced by Ching Jui. 
Some of the troops whose houses leaked, 
imagining that the money deposited in the 
bank by Hsii was his own property, and 
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considering him responsible fur the condi- 
tion of their quarters, went to Lu Pin 
and clamoured for the application of 
this money to the repair of their rvofs, 
Lu Pin, fearing that they would mutiny 
if their demands were not complied 
with, supplied them with money from 
the fund in question, and the General 
subsequently made gvod the amount with 
a sum he had to borrow for the purpose. 
This was the true story of the alleged in- 
citement to litigation. With reference to 
the fourth and last charges, the Commis- 
sioner learns from Ching Jui, that, so far 
from allowing or inducing Hsii Yung-hsing 
to abscond, he never saw him after he had 
taken delivery of the money for building 
barracks ; that he had suggested his being 
handed over to the Board for trial on the 
charge of levying discount on the gratui- 
ties passing through his hands, as the 
case was too serious to be tried on the 
spot, while he was not at liberty to 
place him under arrest, as his accounts 
were correct. The suicide of Hsii Yung- 
hsing’s son was due to an erroneous im- 
pression on the part of the latter that 
his father bad drowned himself, and there 
was nothing 1n the treatment of him by the 
General to force him to destroy himself. 
The following penalties are suggested: Lu 
Pin, dismissal. Hsii Yung-hsing, who has 
presented himself for trial, banishment into 
military servitude. Ching Jui, and a Major 
called Wan Lu, ‘to be committed to the 
Board for the determination of penalties. 
Sanctioned by decree earlier issued. 

December 23rd.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

December 24th.—(1) Postscript memo- 
rial from Ting Pao-chéng, Acting Governor 
General of Szechuen. The memorialist has 
already reported to His Majesty the repairs 
that were made to the embankments of the 
Tu Kiang that were carried away last year, 
and the fact of their remaining firm during 
the crisis of the summer freshets. He prom- 
ised a full report upon the nature of these 
works as soon as they had been further 
tested by the freshets that occur at the 
shuang kiang, or period of hoar frost, 
This period has now passed, and the sub- 
prefect of water-ways, with the local autho- 
rities, who have sent in details‘of the 
nature of the works undertaken, report 
that every thing has stood firm, and 
a full harvest has been reaped. These 
happy results are attributable to depend- 
ance upon the good fortune that attends 
His Majesty, and have been a source of in- 
expressible joy to the memorialist. The 
question of water-ways in their relation to 


219 


' 


agriculture is one of such grave importance 
that in view of the earnest solicitude that 
is now displayed by His Majesty for the 
amelioration of the condition of the com- 
mon people, the memorialist feels it in- 
cumbent upon him to submit a detailed 
history of the works in question. The 
Tu Kiang embankments had not been re- 
paired for over 100 years, and numerous 
districts and departments have been suf- 
ferers in consequence for several scores 
of years. In Kuan-hsien, Ch’ung-ning, 
Ch’ung-ch’ing, Pei-hsien, Wén-chiang, Chin- 
tang, etc, over 20,000 mow of arable land 
had long been submerged and quite in- 
capable of being brought under cultivation, 
while land that was formerly in good con- 
dition was in later years also inundated to 
the grievous injury of the natives, Manchu 
and Chinese. At Pao-p’ing k’ow in Kuan 
Hsien a guage for measuring the depth of 
the water has long existed, but the register 
of depths for ten or more years had never 
shown more than eighteen or nineteen 
degrees, the guage itself never being sub- 
merged, until, in the year 1866, the ma- 
gistrate of that district reported that over 
400,000 mow of land had been submerged, 
and that the wall of the district town had 
fallen, a slight harvest being gathered in 
one village only, the land in the others 
being covered with sand and stones. In 
that and the following year some 600,000 to 
700,000 mow were reported as having been 
submerged in Ch’ung-ch’ing Chow, and in 
1867, 1868, and 1873, land, houses, 
bridges, and roads were injured and 
destroyed to a great extent in Kuan 
Hsien, the water even invading the town 
itself in the year 1868. The devasta- 
tion caused by these inundations was 
greater still in 1875, large quantities 
of land and houses in five districts being 


submerged or washed away, and numbers ° 


of people being drowned, ranging over a 
hundred in this place, to some ten or more 
in that. In 1876 a flood occurred again in 
Kuan Hsien, carrying away a bridge known 
as the Tao-chiang ch’iao. The floods of 
the past ten years, an idea of the nature of 
which has been given above, are all attrib- 
utable to the state of disrepair into which 
the embankments of the Tu Kiang have been 
allowed to fall. It used to be the practice 
for the people in some ten or more districts 
round Ch’eng-tu, to invade by thousands 
the Yaméns of the Governor-General and 
Taotai in the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th moons 
every year, and clamour for water to irri- 
gate their fields (of which they were de- 
prived in consequence of the dilapidated 
condition of the Tu Kiang works), and the 
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Yamén underlings sent out to reason with 
them were greeted with blows, insults, and 
abuse. The memorialist entered upon the 
duties of his present post in May, 1877, 
and in the following month his Yamén was 
invaded on two occasions by a fierce and 
unruly mob clamouring for water. ‘The 
same thing occurred the next month, and 
memorialist, who had never before met 
with so violent and turbulent a people, was 
considerably alarmed by their attitude, and 
he found on enquiry amongst the local 
authorities that [this threatening demon- 
stration] was the development of several 
years’ [fruitless clamouring]. On going into 
the matter, he found that the state of dis- 
repair into which the Tu Kiang works 
had fallen, causing floods in some places 
and scarcity of water in others, was 
the cause of all the mischief. He then 
proceeded to inspect the works in ques- 
tion, and having found out what were 
the repairs needed, set to work to execute: 
them. The results may be seen by the 
returns of land long submerged and now 
recovered that have been sent in by the 
various local authorities. They are as 
follows :— 
First RETUBN. 


Mow. 
Kuan Hoaien ..........csseecesceeees 49,190 


Wén-chiang ........... westdsdedesese 3,390 
Ch’ung-ch’ing Chow............... 3,230 
Pei Haieon ...........0006 sesseeseeee 1,050 
Ch’ung-ning ........ svsencehdseeess - 911 
Seconp Return, 1879. 
Pei Haion ........scceccsscesceees wee 1,138 
Kuan Hsien ..... edsetsacds Mescdsees 23,410 
Chin-t’ang ......ssecccssceeee sesesuee 146 
Wén-chiang ..... eeecceescccscocenes 450 
Ch’ung-ch’ing ... igeescee 1,027 





Making a total, (including fractions) of 
over 82,900 mow. The improvements 
effected in the direction of irrigation are 
not specified. The memorial concludes 
with a hope that by careful attention on 
the part of the officers entrusted with the 
supervision of the river-works a satisfactory 
condition of things similar to that prevail- 
ing in the reigns of Yung Chéng and Tao 
Kuang will now be maintained. (For 
Decree see Gazette of 7th Dec.) 

December 25th.—(1) Li Hung-chang re- 
ports the execution by ling ch’th process of 


a maniac called Sun san-hsi $R— iz* 
who murdered his father during one of his 
periodical fits of insanity. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Li Wén- 
min, Governor of Kiangsi. He is in re- 
ceipt of a report from Wang Sung-ling, 
acting Customs Taotai at Kiukiang, to 
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1e effect that it has hitherto been the 
wtom to forward an annual return of the 
‘ticles of porcelain manufactured for the 
ala¢e, written on yellow paper, for His 
lajesty’s perusal. He begs to state that 


iring the year 1879 the following porce-' 


in articles were prepared for transmission 
. the annual consignment to the Palace. 


pieces. 

f polished porcelain.................0068 80 

f round utensils, first quality......... 1,240 
icrificial utensils specially ordered 

on different occasions............... 78 


The above will be forwarded under charge 
a weiyuan by steamer to Peking and 
winded over to the crockery department of 
e Imperial household. The amount ex- 
mded in the manufacture of the above 
as Tis 3,678, leaving a balance of Tis. 
421 in hand, which in accordance with 
‘ecedent, will be refunded to the Manu- 
etory Department of the office of the 
operial Household. No other documents 
‘importance. 


* [Note.—F% = , The name here 
ven illustrates a curious custom that 


iat prevails of falsifying the names y 

criminals convicted of grave offences 
hen the characters of which these ming 
@ composed, are auspicious ones. The 


aracter » for instance, is one that no 
xrson would adopt, and it is evident that 
e man’s real name was ‘* happiness,” 


tit was modified in the report as being 
o good a character for a criminal to 
198e88. No criminal convicted of a 
ave offence would be allowed to 


tain the ming tia ‘¢ prosperity,” which 
invariably changed to £@ in official 


turns, Such characters as Ke, Be 3 


c., would, when possessed by convicted 


iminals, be written E, pe and Al. 


a exception, however, is made in the case 
criminals convicted of high treason or 
e like. ] 

December 26th.—(1) A Decree. Shén 
yo-chéng, Governor-General of the Two 
iang Provinces, was a man of quiet re- 
lution, experience, perspicacity and 
eadiness, and was the recipient of many 
ndnesses from Our Imperial predecessors. 
tom the position of a member of the 
aperial College of Literature he rose to 
e rank of Prefect in a province, and on 
e recommendation of his superiors was 
iosen out from amongst [his colleagues] 
take charge of a frontier province. When 
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holding the post of Governor of Kiangsi 
he displayed thorough discrimination in 
the conduct of military matters, and, later, 
was invested with the hereditary title of 
ch’ing-chii-tu-yii of the first grade. After 
Our accession We selected him for the 
post of Governor-General of the Two Kiang 
Provinces, and he applied himself zealously 
to the work of reform, devoting himself 
sincerely to the duties of his post, and 
shrinking neither from trouble nor un- 
popularity. Some time since, in con- 
sequence of the increase of his long-stand- 
ing ailments, he implored Us to allow him 
to vacate his post, and We granted him two 
month’s congé, in the hope that his health 
would be restored by attention to his 
ailments, and his services might long be 
spared Us. The intelligence of his death 
has filled Us with the deepest grief and 
regret, and as an act of special grace We 
confer on him the posthumous brevet of 
Senior Guardian of the Heir Apparent, and 
direct that his [tablet] be placed in the 
temple of worthies to whom sacrifice is 
offered, the compassionate honours assigned 
to a Governor-General on decease being 
bestowed upon him. All official penalties 
recorded against his name will be wiped 
away, and the Yamén whose duty it is will 
ascertain the compassionate observances 
to which he is entitled and report the 
same to Us. The local authorities through 
whose jurisdictions the coffin passes on its 
way to his native place, will duly aid its 
progress. Let his son Shén Wei-ch’ing, an 
Accessory Senior Licentiate, have the de- 
gree of chii jén bestowed upon him, and be 
permitted to compete with the others at 
the examination for metropolitan graduate. 
Let his sons Shén Jung-ch’ing, and Shén 
Yii-ch’ing, be employed as Second Class 
Assistant Secretaries of a Board ; and let 
his sons Shén Lin-ch’ing, Shén Yiian-ch’ing, 
Shén Yao-ch’ing, and Shén Wan-ch’ing be 
presented to Us by the Board of Civil Office 
at the expiration of their mourning. This 
in manifestation of Our thoughtful love for 
a faithful servant. 


December 27th.—(1) The following trans- 
fers and promotions are notified. Gover- 
nor-General of the Two Kiang, and 
Minister Superintendent of Trade for the 
Southern Ports, Liu K’un-yi; Wu Yuan- 
ping to act as Governor-General pending 
his arrival, and T’an Ch’iin-p’ei to act as 
Governor of Kiangsu ad interim. Chang- 
Shu-shéng is promoted to the post of 
Governor of the Two Kuang, and Ch’ing 
Yii takes his place as Governor of Kuangsi, 


Liang Chao-huang YAR being pro- 
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moted to the Commissionership of Finance 
in Fuhkien vacated by Ch’ing Yi. 

(2) A Decree. Chi Ko and Pi Tao-yuan 
report the arrival in full of the quota of 
grain tribute for the year, and solicit the 
bestowal of honorary rewards upon the 
officers who have displayed energy in the 

erformance of the duties connected with 
its receipt. Upon the arrival at T’ung 
Chow of the grain tribute due from Kiang- 
su, Chékiang, Kiangsi, and Hupeh, for- 
warded by sea, as well as that forwarded 
from the Kiangpeh region by the Canal 
route, Chi Ko and Pi Tao-yuan, with the 
officers under them, inspected the consign- 
ments and took delivery of them, and have 
been guilty of no mistakes in the per- 
formance of the functions with which they 
have been charged. Let the two officers 
above named be committed to the Board 
for the determination of marks of approval, 
as well as the officers, a list of whose names 
they supply. 

(3) In compliance with a request from 
Tso Tsung-t’ang, Brigadier-General Liu 
Ch’u-hua, who was sentenced to be cashiered 
and sent into military servitude for his 
connection with the outrage at Tung Haiang 
in Szechuen, is allowed to retain his present 
command in Kansu, on payment of the 
Military station fees. This privilege is 
accorded him in consideration of the testimo- 
ny borne by the Governor-General to his 
military abilities, and the confidence which 
he has gained amongst the troops and com- 
mon people under his control. 

(4) A Decree. Some time since, in con- 
sequence of the denunciation of the Grain 
Intendant Ying P’u by the Censor Chu Yi- 
t’séng, We directed the Office of Gendar- 
merie and other metropolitan yaméns, as 
well as the high authorities of Chihli and 
Kiangsu, to make certain enquiries, and to 
report to Us. In due course the metropoli- 
tan yaméns reported that they had ascer- 
tained that Ying P’u had, in effect, an inter- 
est in certain banks and shops. We there- 
upon issued a decree ordering the Intendant 
in question to vacate his post pending further 
investigation, and called upon the Superin- 
tendents of the Imperial Granaries, the 
Governor-General of Chihli, and the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu, for a report upon the 
evidence of the accused’s servants taken 
by the metropolitan yaméns. In due course 
Li Hung-chang sent in a memorial to the 
effect that there was a bank for the sale of 
bills in Tientsin called the ‘‘Sung Shéng 
Ch’ang,” in which, he learned, Ying P’u 
had capital invested. The Superintendents 
of the Granaries next memorialised that 
Ying P’u had made a verbal application for 
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permission to visit Peking on sick leave ; 
and Shén Pao-chéng and Wu Yuan-ping 
now report that the Intendant did not ex- 
tort any sums in excess of the allowance 
for contingencies that was granted him 
when sent northward with the grain 
tribute, while his accounts both at Nan- 
king and Shanghai were correct ; nor did 
any payments appear under the heading 
of “ personal maintenance” or a “ theat- 
rical stage for religious purposes.” They 
have ascertained, however, that he has 
undoubtedly invested money in the ‘‘ Sung 
Shéng Ch’ang” bill bank in Shanghai, and 
that he did in effect remit some of the 
grain transport money through the bank 
this year. There is no evidence, however, 
to prove that he placed Government monies 
out at interest, or exacted discount on the 
pay of his inferiors. He did, nevertheless, 
ride about Shanghai in a small chair, dressed 
in private clothes, in pursuit of dissipated 
pleasures. An application for sick leave had 
been sent in by him. The various charges 
brought against Ying P’u have in some 
instances, not been proven, but in others 
they were based on reasonable grounds. 
That an officer holding the high position of 
a superintendent should open banks and 
shops in partnership with a common person 
and gain money by the speculation, and 
still worse, wander dissolutely about in 
plain clothes, is_a blot upon the official 
name. Although Ying P’u is now dead, 
We atill direct that he be cashiered, as a 
warning to others. 

(5) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang Provinces, the Governor of Kwang- 
tung, and the Hoppo of Canton, report the 
transmission of the third instalment due 
from the Canton Customs to Peking for! 
the 6th year of Kwang Haii. 

The annual amount due to Peking from 


this Custom House is, in detail, as 
follows :— : 
Tls. 

For the Board of Revenue ......... 200,000 
Additional assessment for above... 60,000 
Further grant for do..........seesesee ,000 
For the Peking Field Force......... 000 
Monthly aJlotment to Ili at Tis. 

TV 200..scccscasscccecccessooe ébYewees 14,400 
Additional grant to above at Tls. 

2,500.......-s-sceccecesceeesscesceeee 30,000 
Annual contribution to cavalry in 

the north west .........scssceeee 50,000 
Annual contribution to troops of 

Tli under Chin Shun.......... -- 6,000 
Refunds on advances by Board o 

Revenue ........ccsssssesscesrasees 18,000, 
Refunds on advances to New Do- 

MINION ........eceseeee scleesedeweaeee” 0)200 
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Refunds to Fuhkien loan by instal- 


MENS OF 2.2... .eeeescceeesereoees 6,000 
Jontributions to Privy Purse ...... 300,000 

Do. expenses of office of 

Imperial Household ............ 100,000 


df this annual subsidy, the first and second 
nstalments have been forwarded (amount 
aot stated), and the third instalment con- 
isting of the following items, has now been 
remitted :— 









Tis. 

Subsidy to the Capital ...........6666 70,000 
Scale allowance...........ssceseesceveeee . 1,050 
Subsistence MONEY .......-.ceecsereees . 2,030 
Surplus assessment ...........0..06 oe. 30,000 
Scale allowance....... . 450 
Subsistence money .... . 870 
Peking Field Force ............ adeaevese 10,000 
Three months’ to Yung-ch’iian (Ili), 3,600 
Additional subsidy to above ......... 7,500 
Monthly subsidies to Ching Lien, 

(New Dominion) ...........00c00+ soe 4, 
Pay to troops at Uliasut’ai........ wee 7,500 
Refund on Fuhkien loan ............ A 
Autumn contribution to Privy Purse 75, 
Scale allowance..........scseevee eee 1,125 
Do. . dor... sebaeee eee 1,875 
Porterage Expenses..........scscereers - 600 
Provision for extraordinary ex- 

PONGITUTO .......ccccccerreeecereereenee 20,000 
Beale allowance........sssceccesesseeeee 300 
Do. do. wuss. ieaeniscadeasecouceses 500 





Porterage Expenses...........0ce 160 
, Total......242,560 








This sum has been borrowed from the 
following Shansi Banking Firms : eK 


fa: tok, REIL, By, and will 


be refunded from the Customs receipts. 
Rescript: Let the Yamén ooncerned take 
note. 

December 28th.—({1) General prayers 
for snow in Peking are to be offered on the 
30th inst., in which His Majesty will take 

art. 
(2) A decree bestowing a button of the 
first grade upon Chou Haii, formerly Taotai 
of the Ch’ang Chén circuit in Kiangsu, who 
has attained the sixtieth anniversary of his 
passing a successful examination for the 
degree of chin shih, or metropolitan gradu- 
ate, and granting him permission to attend 
the banquet that will be given next year 
to the successful candidates at the metro- 
politan examination. 

(3) Lin Shu-hsiin php Ail is appointed 
Salt Commissioner in Shantung. 

(4) A decree ordering Liang Chao- 
huang, newly appointed Financial Commis- 
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sioner in Fuhkien, to change places with 
Lu Shih-chieh, Financial Commiasioner at 
Nanking, the former having reported that 
he and the Governor-General of Min Ché 
are connected through the marriage of their 
children. 

(5) A decree directing the Imperial Col- 
lege of Inscriptions to prepare a memorial 
board to be suspended in the temple to the 
White Dragon at Ch’ang-chow Hsien by 
Wu Yuan-ping, Governor of Kiangsu. 
During the drought that prevailed in Soo- 
chow and Sung-kiang last summer, prayers 
for rain offered in this temple were most 
successful, and an ancient bronze image of 
Buddha that was brought there from Wu 
Hsien, added considerably to their efficacy. 

(6) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, 
Governor of Shansi, reporting that his foot, 
from an affection of which he was suffering, 
is, on the expiration of his congé, some- 
what better, and he purposes making an 
effort to resume his duties. 

(7) The same officer reports the receipt 
of an unanimous application from the gentry 
of the province for the retention of Wang 
Wén, Compiler of the Han-lin, to assist in 
the work of re-organisation that is now going 
on in Shansi. The services of this officer 
being lent for famine distribution only, and 
this being now at an end, he should by 
rights return to his duties in Peking, but 
in view of the unanimous call for his further 
services, the memorialist feels it his duty 
to retain him until the work of re-organisa- 
tion is finished. He has written in this 
sense to the Han-lin College.—Rescript: 
Noted. 

(8) Tséng Kuo-ch’uan reports the capture 
of five armed braves who had been com- 
mitting acts of brigandage, and solicits the 
bestowal of rewards upon the acting sub- 
prefect who effected their capture, The 
five braves in question having been dis- 
banded, were on their way to enlist in 
another corps, and were travelling with 
their arms upon them. Finding themselves 
short of funds, they attacked a passer-by 
in a solitary place and divested him of his 
money, proceeding afterwards on their 
journey. The man who had been robbed 
gave information to the authorities, who 
sent runners on their track and came up 
with them at a certain place where they 
had stopped for the night. The sub-prefect 
of this place, with commendable zeal, sent 
a party of soldiers out to arrest them, and 
they were captured after a desperate resist- 
ance, during which three of the capturing 
party were killed, and five wounded. The 
braves have been summarily decapitated, 
and their heads exposed. 


December 29th.—(1) A decree expressing 
the Imperial regrets at the death of K’o 
Sing-ah, retired Deputy Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral of the Bordered Yellow Banner Corps. 
He commenced his career as an officer of 
the Imperial Guards, and during the reign 
of Hsien Féng distinguished himself in 
Chihli, Shantung, and other provinces in 
operations against the rebels. The poat- 
humous honors accorded to Deputy Lieu- 
tenants-General are to be bestowed upon 
him, the official penalties recorded against 
his name are to be blotted out, the debt 
owing by him for arrears of Live Stock and 
House Duty is forgiven, and a sum of Tis. 
500 is granted for his funeral expenses. 
His grandson Jui-ch’iian is to be presented to 
His Majesty by the Commander of his Banner 
when he shall have attained the proper age. 

(2) A decree acknowledging a memorial 
from Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Kuei- 
chow, announcing the capture of the 
leaders of an affiliated society, together 
with many of its members, and the execu- 
tion of the former by the ling-ch’th process. 
Yang Hai-t’ai, alias Yang K’ai-t’ai, a cash- 
iered Brigadier-General, was the promoter 
of this society, and had the audacity to 
enrol the members in the provincial capi- 
tal itself, administering the oaths with the 
formula of smearing blood upon the mouth. 
Last month (November), he gathered a 
number of these men together, and the 
time was fixed for a rising. Ts’én Yii- 
ying, having obtained intelligence of 
the fact, sent troops to arrest them, 
and numbers were seized, together with 
their badges, flags, and arms. Yang K’ai- 
tai and seven others were immediately 
executed by the ling ch’th- process. The 
action of the Governor-General is com- 
mended, and he is ordered to use every 
effort to secure the apprehension of those 
members that are still at large. The officers 
who distinguished themselves on the occa- 
sion may be recommended for the bestowal 
of honorary rewards, but the permission 
must not be too lavishly availed of. 

(3) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at the death of Kuang K’é, Hered- 
itary Duke by special patent, Tartar 
General at Hangchow, and brother to the 
Senior Empress. The posthumous honors 
allotted to Tartar Generals are to be ac- 
corded him, his official penalties blotted out, 
Tls. 3,000 granted for the expenses of his 
funeral, and his body allowed to be brought 
into Peking for the performance of the 
ordinary funeral rites. 

(4) A long memorial from Li Hung- 
chang reporting the rehearing of an appeal 
case. The facts, which are detailed at 
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great length, are, briefly, as follows :—The 
annual quota of rice for the troops at the 
Mausolea is forwarded by boat, certain 
groups of villages being called upon to 
perform the duty in turn, Tls. 120 being 
granted for the purpose. Six years ago, it 
was the turn of a village called Ma Ts’un, 
with others, to undertake this duty, the 
supervision of which was placed in the 
hands of one individual, who chartered 
boats, and only paid the boatman a portion 
of the freight, subsequently repudiating 
the balance of the debt. The boatman 
brought an action against the charterer, 
who lost his case, and was condemned to 
pay the money within a given time. He 
failed to do so, and was importuned by the 
plaintiff, whereupon, on a certain occasion, 
he and another man assailed the plaintitf 
with a poker and a sword. The plaintitf 
ran away, followed by the defendant, who 
was met by the plaintiff's son. A struggle 
ensued, in which the son got possession of 
the sword, and a duel then took place 
between him and the holder of the poker, 
in which the man with the poker was 
worsted, and so badly stabbed in the 
stomach that he died soon afterwards. 
Owing to the absence of certain witnesses, 
the hearing of the case was delayed, and: 
the son of the deceased appealed at the 
Censorate, embodying certain false charges 
in his statement. The plaintiff's son has 
been sentenced to strangulation. 
December 30th._{1) Ch’i Yuan is ap- 
pointed Military Governor of Shéng King. 
(2) The following appointments are also 
announced : Tartar General at Hangchow, 


Jui Lien Fria He ; Tartar General at Sui 
Yuan, Féng Shén Ba dah ; Military Gover- ; 
nor of Heh Lung Kiang, Hsi Yuan 4a Jt; 
Tartar General at Ching Chow, Ching Féng 


Ee 3 Military Governor at Ch’ahar, 
Hsiang Héng iE ; 

(2) Memorial from Shao Ch’i, Guardian 
of the Western Mausolea, reporting the 
completion of a “fire road” round the Im- 
perial Tombs in accordance with the mea- 
surements laid down by law, as well as the 
pruning of 1,907 small trees that have 
grown spontaneously. He has further 
visited the various stations along these 
‘fire roads,” and having satisfied himself 
that the men were at their posts, gave 
stringent orders that a most careful watch 
should be kept against fire by day and night. 
Rescript: Noted. 

[Note :— The “‘ fire roads” are open spaces 
round each Tomb from which all grass, 
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odergrowth, and trees are cleared in order 
) prevent accidents from fire when the 
rass and weeds are burnt in the winter 


.) The year before last an acci- 
ent of this nature occurred at the Eastern 
[ausolea. ] 

(3) Ch’ing Ch’un, former Tartar General 
; Foochow, and acting Superintendent of 
ustoms, reports that he has forwarded 
1 full the subsidies due to the Capital 
w the 6th year of Kwang Hsii (1879.) In 
ugust last, the Grand Council for- 
arded copy of adecree, in answer to a 
‘presentation from the Board of Revenue 
mplaining of the irregularity of the re- 
\ittances received from the various Custom 
louses, calling for strict punctuality in this 
spect for the future. In this decree a 
sport from the Board was embodied show- 
ig a deficit on the remittances in question 
fover Tis. 5,450,000. In reply to these 
istructions, the memorialist begs to report 
iat the subsidy for the year 1879, due to 
1e Capital on the foreign Customs receipts 
nounted to Tls. 570,000, which sum he 
ade strenuous efforts to forward in instal- 
ents within the appointed time. In the 
onth of July, Tls. 290,000 were remitted 
id duly acknowledged by the Board of 
evenue. After receipt of the decree above 
aoted, a further instalment of Tls. 60,000 
as remitted in the month of September, 
id again in October, Tis. 50,000 were sent. 
1 November, Tis. 100,000 were remitted, 
aving a balance of Tls. 70,000 for the 
ipply of which a little time was solicited. 
he close of the seventy-sixth instalment 
‘ the sixty per cent. of Customs dues 
iving now arrived, leaving « large deficit 
‘be made good, and, consequently, re- 
liring all funds in hand, there is, in effect, 
%thing from which the deficit on the con- 
ibutions to the Capital can be made good. 
1 view, however, of the importance of the 
yjects for which this subsidy is required, 
‘ememorialist has determined to devote the 
oney left on deposit at Foochow and 
moy by the China Merchants’ Co., in- 
nded to be applied to the supplementing 
‘the seventy-sixth instalment of the sixty 
x cent. of Customs contributions, and 
nounting to Tls. 14,576, to the supple- 
enting of the Peking subsidy. To this 
nount he has added Tis. 40,000 now de- 
sited in the provincial Treasury, being his 
vn anti-extortion allowance which he has 
fered as a voluntary contribution towards 
ie subsidy due to Peking. He has further 
rowed a sum of Tls. 15,283 from the 
sixty per cent. contribution,” making 
required total of Tls. 70,000, which 
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will be despatched to Peking before the 
22nd November. Rescript: Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. By a decree 
of earlier date, the contribution of Tls. 
4,000 offered by Ch’ing-ch’un was graciously 
returned to him. As he has already des- 
patched the money, Let the Board con- 
cerned write to Mu T’u-shan to repay him 
this amount from the foreign Customs.— 


Rescript. 
RA ints 


December 31st.—(1) Ngén Fu 


is appointed Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue at Shéng King, and Sung Lin 
RAK is appointed Governor of Féng- 
tien Fu. 

(2) Yao T’ien Wk FA is appointed Super- 
intendent of Customs at Shan-hai Kuan. 

(3) Shao Ch’i, Guardian of the Western 
Mausolea, reports that he has cleared the 
water channels and drains round the Im- 
perial Tombs of bushes and weeds, and 
repaired them where it has been found 
necessary. 

(4) T’6 K’ochina, Assistant Agent at 
Hami, applies for, and obtains, a month’s 
congé on the ground of ill-health. 

(5) Kuang Ying, Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs, forwards a return of the 
duties collected by him during the financial 
year of office now expired. The united 
Customs Stations of Huai-an, Su-ch’ien, 
and the sea-port collectorate are rated, 





Tis. - 

Regular assessment ...........+04+6..204,363 
Surplus do a. addeetacsends 110,000 
Total...364,363 


During the year ended 28th August, for 
the greater portion of which time memo- 
rialist’s predecessor was in charge, the total 
amount of duty collected was Tis. 308,634, 
showing a deficit of -Tls. 325,728 on the 
annual rating. The following reasons 
are assigned for this large deficit. The 
radius embraced by the Huai-an and Su- 
ch’ien barriers extends on the north to 
Shantung and Honan, where the staple of 
commerce is bean-cake, but since the open- 
ing of Yent’ai as a port of foreign trade, 
the bean-cake has been exported sea-wards 
from thence. On the south, the radius 
controlled by the two barriers extends to 
Kiangsu and Chékiang, in which region silk 
and cotton fabrics are the great staples of 
taxation. Shanghai being now an open 
port, these materials are exported from 
thence seawards by way of Woosung, the 
rapidity with which the steamers make their 
voyages to and fro inducing the traders 
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interested in these commodities to avail 
themselves eagerly of the shorter route, and 
so artfully evade Customs and lekin dues, 
while even the foreign and native goods 
that are imported or exported are covered 
by passes from the various Maritime Cus- 
toms, and so are not taxed [inland]. This 
atate of things has gone on steadily devel- 
oping year by year, and [the evil] has now 
become too deep seated to be changed. 
This is the explanation of the gradual en- 
croachment of the foreign customs upon 
the domain of the native, to the detriment 
of the revenue of the latter. The trade in 
bean-cake, again, in the vicinity of Huai-an, 
has suffered from continuous. years of 
drought, while the old bed of the Yellow 
River furnishes a road by which detours can 
be made and dues evaded ; and even whena 


Google 


seizure is made, the officers are set upon, and. 
the smuggled goods forcibly recovered from. 
them. The impossibility of collecting the’ 
assessed amount was fully explained by. 
memorialist’s predecessor, Kuang Lin, and, 
all the memorialist can do is to implore 
His Majesty, in accordance with precedent, 
to deal with him in the matter of the def-, 
ciencies he is obliged to report, in as leni- 
ent a manner as possible. Rescript: Let 
the Board concerned take note. 

(6) Is a postcript memorial. Li Hung- 
chang applies for His Majesty’s sanction to 
the remission of the land tax on 41 mow of 
land at Hsi-ku outside the city of Tientsin, 
upon which storehouses for munitions of 
war have been built. The annual tax 
amounts to four mace odd.—Reascript : Let 
the Board concerned take note. 
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1, 


ERRATA. 


. 1, last line, for Monglo read Mongol. 


line 4, after Owing insert to. ° 


” 
” 
” 


” 
last 


26, ,, posthumous insert honors. 
41, for nature read native. 
3, ,, conceal read cancel. 
57, for One in the day read One day in the. 
31, ,, composed read confused. 
16, after have insert brought. 
58, for Bei-léh, Bri-lzi read Bei-léh, Bei-tzi. 
15, after deponents insert were. 
59-60, for companion read compassion. 
38, for officers read offices. 
52, ,, the read a. 
29, ,, in read it. 
31-32, for accounts read accents. 
30, for for read from. 
21, ,, zeal read seal. 


27, 4, Prince read Province. 


17, ,, laves read eaves. 

24, after submit insert them, though. 

33, for 27th read 29th. 

40, after 3% insert jg. 

41, ,, object insert he. 

54, for 21st read 20th. 

50, 4, right read eight. 

line, for Ho Chin-show read Yang Yii-k’o. 


1, line 47, for Cu read Fu. 


1, 


Peery NHNrPPrYPNNNE 


. 


1, »» BRR EX read Fe EX iF. 
3, 4, Ohéng Liao-shou BY JSS eg read Liao Shou-hong BS ates 


24-25, for Li Hung-chang read Li Hang-chang. 
38, for over. Highty read Over eighty. 
17, 4, sé read 2nd. 
57, after not insert be. 
18, for clases read clans. 
10, for 7”ings read T° ing. 
1l, ,, present, read presents, 
19, ,, aread at. 
8, 5, Chihli read Kansu. 
58, ,, these read three. 
30, ,, Tun-ti read Yung-t’i. 
48, after important insert witness. 
36, ,,  chéng insert will. 
16, ,,  Chékiang, insert and was. 
21 & 25, for guage read gauge. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


HIGH OFFICIALS COMPOSING THE CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENTS OF CHINA. 


{Nore.—This Table, which first appeared in the China Review, has been revised to 
the end of 1879.] 


In the China Review of June, 1878, there appeared a Table of Chinese 
Provincial Officials, compiled from notes that the late Mr. Mayers had 
made during his long residence in China. Mr. Mayers intended, had his 
life been spared, to have prepared a much fuller record of the services of 
the principal metropolitan and provincial officials, and such a work from 
his pen would have been as valuable as interesting. The following Paper 
is an attempt to carry out on a very small scale Mr. Mayers’ design. 

At present, unless from his own experience, any knowledge of the 
previous career of a Chinese official on the part of a foreigner must be 
exceptional. There is no work in a Western language to which reference 
can be made when a question arises as to the history of men and events 
in China since the Treaty of 1860. The Chinese do not write biographies 
of living statesmen; and there is no publication in Chinese giving the 
posts that a man has held previously to his present appointment. Unless 
access can be obtained to an official’s lili * (i FED or ¢ ER : or 
to the records of the Board of Civil Office, the student of modern Chinese 
biography is reduced to blue books and the files of the Peking Gazette. 

Where the search for reliable information is so difficult, mistakes are 
sure to abound; and it is undoubtedly so in the present case. For 
instance, it is often stated by foreigners with the best reputation for 
Chinese scholarship that Li Hung-chang is the son of a small farmer, 
and that he learnt the Classics while following the plough on his father’s 
farm, which of course would do him great credit—if it were true. In 
fact, however, the Grand Secretary is no exception to the rule that 
successful scholars come of old literary families; for he can boast five 
generations of lettered ancestors, and his father was a Fellow of the 
Hanlin College. 


* The account of his previous career which every official must take with him 
when granted audience by the Emperor. 

+ The copy of his approved essay which every successful candidate at either 
of the higher examinations has printed for the edification of his friends. Besides the 
essay itself many particulars as to the author's parentage, &c. &c., are given. 
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Notes and Explanations. 


(1) The ensuing Table includes the Ministers of the Grand Council, 
the Grand Secretariat, and the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, composing the 
executive of the Central Government; and all civilian officers of the 
Provincial Governments above the rank of Taotai, with the exception of 
the Literary Chancellors (Hsiieh Chéng 2h. BL). These officers take no 
part in the administration of executive government, and their names 
would merely cumber a List intended for the use of foreigners. In 
addition, all officers of and above the rank of Taotai concerned with 
International business in China or abroad have been included. 

(2) Besides the posts held after reaching the rank of Taotai, as far 
as they could be ascertained, the writer has entered in the List the native 
Province of each official, and his ch‘w shén CH ) or mode of first 
appointment, whether by purchase or by obtaining a literary degree, and, 
if the latter, the degree taken. The data thus obtained suggest several 
considerations of interest. 

To those who regard China as under a foreign yoke it will seem 
strange that out of the 156 officials in this List, forming as they 
undoubtedly do the Supreme Government of the country, only 33 should 
be Manchus; yet such is the fact. The proportion of Manchus in the 
military service is perhaps greater; but it should be remembered that in 
China emphatically cedunt arma toge. 

It would appear that the purchase of office, from which huge sums 
have been obtained by the Government during the last twenty years, has 
affected to a very small extent indeed the higher offices in the State. 
Only 18 officials out of. the 156 names in the List obtained their first 
appointment by purchase, and of these only 4 have reached the rank of 
Judicial Commissioner. 

(3) In order to give an idea of the area of selection from which 
those who obtain the higher ‘literary degrees in China are taken, the 
following rough estimate has been prepared. 

Taking 30 years as the average age at which the degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate is obtained, and supposing European mortality 
tables to hold good, each man may be expected to live 32 years after 
taking that degree; and the examination being triennial, with the 
addition of ngén k‘é ( A Fb or Special Grace Examinations, which may 
be estimated at 4 in the 32 years, there will be alive at one time 14 
persons who have received the degree of Primus, and 4,900 Metropolitan 
Graduates, 350 -being selected at each examination. Taking 25 years as 
the average age at which the degree of Provincial Graduate is taken, a 
man may be expected to live 36 years after taking the degree, and the 
other conditions being the same as with the Metropolitan Graduates, there 
will be alive at one time 21,168 Proyincial Graduates, 1,323 being 
selected at each examination. Following Mr. Hippisley, who places the 
population of China at two hundred and fifty million, there will be 125 
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million males, of whom, according to the rough native estimate,* one- 
fifth or 25 million receive enough education to bring them within the 
area of selection. Then Primus is one in 1,785,000, a Metropolitan 
Graduate one in 5,100, and a Provincial Graduate one in 1,180. Mr. 
Galton, in his ‘‘ Hereditary Genius,” fixes the value of the epithet 
“eminent ” when used in that work as one in 4,000, and “ illustrious” as 
one ina million. The distinction at home, which bears most resemblance 
to that of Primus in China, is perhaps that of Senior Wrangler a} 
Cambridge. Taking 23 as the average age of entrance to the Mathema- 
tical Tripos, there will be 37 Senior Wranglers alive at one time, 37 
being the expectation of life for a man at.23 years of age. The number 
of males in Great Britain is nearly 16 million. Taking the same 
proportion as in China, viz., 3 of that number as the area of selection, or 
3,200,000, a Senior Wrangler would be one in 86,500. This comparison 
will not bear scrutiny : it is suggested merely as a help towards forming 
a rough idea of the value of degrees in China. 

(4) An admirable account of the various official ranks and degrees 
mentioned in the following Table, will be found in Mr. Mayers’ “‘ Chinese 
Government,” whence the English equivalents given below have been 
taken in every case. 

The following abbreviations have been employed :— 

M. 45=Metropolitan Graduate of the year 1845. 

Pr.=Primus ; S.—Secundus ; T.—Tertius ; Q.—Quartus. 

P. G.=Provincial Graduate. 

L.=Licentiate. 

H.=Honorary Degree (E -E). 

M. S.=Military Service [Hf J]. 

P.=Purchase [ee +}. 

To save space the first two figures have been omitted in writing the 
year, e.g. 79=1879, 

Ma.=Manchu. 

Mg.=Mongul. . 

H.=Han-chiin, (i FE, the Chinese who went over to the Manchu 
side, when the latter possessed themselves of the Throne in the 17th 
century—Chinese Bannermen, 

Chkg.—Chéhkiang ; Chli.—Ohihli; Fkn.—Fuhkien ; Ho.—Honan ; 
Hn.—Hunan; Hp.—Hupeh; Kan.—Kansuh; Kgsi.—Kiangsi; Kgsu. 
—Kiangsu; Kwei.—Kweichow; Kwtg.—Kwangtung ; Kwsi.—Kwangsi ; 
Ngh.—Nganhwei; Shen.—Shensi; Shsi—Shansi; Shtg.—Shantung ; 
Szch.—Szech‘wan ; Yiin.—Yiinnan ; Two Kwang, Governor-Generalship 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi; Two Kiang, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, and 
Kiangsi; Min Chéh, Fohkien and Chéhkiang; Yin Kwei, Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. ; 


* + 3 L re] in the proportion of 2-4-2-2, 
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